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2 MR.RHODES: My name s John Rhodes 2 isclean, flexible, affordable, resilient

3 and | am president and CEO of the New 3 andreliable. Theinitiativesto achieve

4 York State Energy Research and 4 that vision focus on five areas:

5 Development Authority and here today as 5 Improving energy affordability;

6 Chair of the State Energy Planning Board. 6 unleashing the power of private sector

7  I'dliketo introduce to you the 7 financing; providing amore resilient

8 other representative of the Planning 8 flexible power grid; giving customers

9 Board joining me today, Catherine Draper, 9 more control over their energy use; and
10 who iswith the office of Assemblywoman 10 alining energy innovation with market
11 Paulin. Other Planning Board members had 11 demand.
12 to cancel for personal reasons at the 12 Accordingly, the Plan outlines
13 very last moment, but we have the 13 long-term policy goals, long-term action
14 attention of al the agenciesinvolved in 14 items, and meaningful metrics.
15 the State Energy Plan process. 15  Written comments on the Draft Plan
16  Weare guests today of John Jay 16 will also be accepted besides these
17 College and we wish to thank them. As 17 spoken comments today through April 30
18 guests, | ask that we all maintain 18 and information on how to submit written
19 decorum and abide by their rules. The 19 comments can be found on the Energy Plan
20 onerulethat | know about is no posters 20 website. If you decide to submit written
21 onpoles, so | think we're good, but | 21 comments please do so as soon as possible
22 want to go on record with that one. 22 sothey can be carefully considered. All
23 Thisisahearing to accept public 23 comments, whether oral or written, will
24 comments on the 2014 Draft State Energy 24 be considered by the Energy Planning
25 Plan. It was approved by the state 25 Board asit works towards issuance of the

Page 6 Page 8
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2 energy Planning Board on January 7, 2014, 2 final Energy Plan and all comments count

3 and made available on the Energy Plan 3 equally regardless of how they were

4 website, energyplan.ny.gov. The Plan was 4 received, whether written or in forums

5 issued in accordance with Article 6 of 5 likethisone. The Energy Planis

6 theenergy law. Public notice of the 6 targeted issuance of thefinal planin

7 issuance of the Plan and notice of this 7 the spring of 2014.

8 public hearing were published in the 8 Theprocesstoday issimple. Those

9 State Register on January 29, 2014. The 9 who want to comment at this hearing have
10 Draft Plan consists of two volumes. The 10 been asked to sign in upon arrival. Your
11 first volume provides fifteen key 11 name will be called one at atime to
12 initiatives to advance the state's energy 12 speak. When your nameis called please
13 future. The second volume addresses 13 come to the podium to provide your
14 energy uses, its sources and impacts and 14 statement. Asamatter of process, |
15 provides detailed background that was 15 will aso call the name of the following
16 used to develop the overarching vision 16 speaker, so-to-speak, the on-deck person.
17 and theinitiativesin the first volume. 17 A court reporter is here today to provide
18  Thisisone of six public hearing 18 atranscript to the Planning Board of
19 sessionsthat are planned to receive 19 everything that issaid today. Itis
20 public comments. Future sessions are 20 important that there be only one speaker
21 scheduled on Long Island, Buffalo and 21 at atime so that the reporter can hear
22 Syracuse. 22 clearly. Speakers should address their
23 Just quickly on the Plan, the Draft 23 commentsin the direction of the
24 Planisaresult of serious, thoughtful 24 microphone and please make an effort to
25 work that envisions an energy system that 25 gpeak clearly and slowly.
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2 Itisalso very important those in 2 aplanthat will be issued that we
3 attendance be courteous to the speaker so 3 comment on, because frankly, the Plan
4 that his or her comments can be 4 does need work. The Plan starts off
5 transcribed accurately by the reporter. 5 well, | think, by recognizing the
6 If you provide a statement and have 6 significant magnitude of the challenges
7 awritten version with you, it would be 7 that present usin the energy realm. It
8 helpful if you would provide them either 8 then goeson to call for bold solutions
9 to ustoday, or following the hearing so 9 to match the magnitude of the challenges
10 that we can provide those to the court 10 that weface. Unfortunately, the Plan as
11 reporter to assist in providing the 11 written, the draft as written, doesn't
12 transcript. 12 read as a plan presenting bold solutions.
13 All speakers are asked to focus on 13 | won't cal it timid, but it seems very
14 issuesthat pertain to the Draft Energy 14 much like business as usual, or just a
15 Planonly. Your comments should be as 15 continuation of thingsthat are already
16 succinct as possible so we can hear as 16 inplace.
17 many as possible. We have set a 17 Letmegivejust oneexample. In
18 five-minute deadline for that purpose, 18 the supporting documents for the Plan it
19 but of course, after everyone has had a 19 mentionsthat NY SERDA, through the first
20 chance to address the board, repeat 20 quarter of 2012, had incented somewhere
21 speakers may be afforded another time 21 on the order of 200 geothermal systemsin
22 should time permit. 22 the state for heating of homes. But when
23 Formal presentations such as power 23 welook at what the potential isin the
24 point will not be allowed today. Again, 24 dtate, if wejust look, say at New Y ork
25 the goal isto hear from as many of you 25 City, we've got about amillion, alittle
Page 10 Page 12
1 HEARING 1 HEARING
2 aspossible. Asthisisa statement 2 over amillion buildings in the City.
3 hearing, the Planning Board is not 3 Tremendous amount of buildings. Studies
4 entertaining questions. Thisisan 4 by Professor Modi's students at Columbia
5 opportunity for usto receive feedback 5 have shown that somewhere on the order of
6 and hear from you on the Draft Plan. 6 800,000 of those buildings could in fact
7 Those who want to comment but do not want 7 be heated fossil-fuel free, without oil,
8 to speak publicly, today or don't get a 8 without natural gas, whatever, with
9 chanceto do so, again, can submit 9 geothermal heat pumps. A bold plan would
10 written comments on our website. And 10 say not simply that we acknowledge that
11 again, that is energyplan.ny.gov. 11 thefossil-fuel free or carbon-free
12 With that, | want to thank you 12 heating solutions are being installed at
13 again, al, for coming here today and ask 13 the rate of maybe a couple of hundred,
14 if there are any questions about process 14 maybe athousand ayear, but abold plan
15 that we can take at thistime? 15 would say that rather than continuing the
16  Seeing no questions, | will call 16 old technologies that we know about, what
17 our first speaker, Bob Wyman, to be 17 we redlly ought to be doing is putting
18 followed by Heidi Gogins. 18 that money into building a future which
19 MR.WYMAN: Good morning. My name 19 isfossil-fuel free.
20 isBob Wyman. I'm aresident of the 20 Now, I think one of the things that
21 upper west side, Manhattan. Welcome to 21 concerns me as well is when we look at
22 Manhattan. And first I'd like to thank 22 the Plan, the Plan seems overly focused
23 you for the work that's been done so far 23 on electricity. It seemsto be amost an
24 onthedraft, but | do hope that you will 24 eectricity plan rather than an energy
25 consider it adraft as opposed to simply 25 plan, and one of the wayswe see that is
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2 if welook at the metrics. A key metric 2 going on here. If, for every kilowatt of
3 inthe affordability section is keeping 3 energy that you put into the system you
4 electric billslow but unfortunately, 4 get 4 kilowatts power, 4 kilowatts of
5 that metric, keeping electric bills low, 5 thermal energy equivalent, where did the
6 can potentially work against other things 6 other three come from? Clearly, what is
7 that we know should be done and that are 7 happening here is an amplification of the
8 supposedly encouraged by the Plan itself. 8 input power, but actually what's
9 For instance, if we were to switch from 9 happening is the generation of renewable
10 using gasolineto electricity for our 10 energy. That energy is coming from
11 automobileswe would in fact be 11 somewhere. It'stypically renewable
12 increasing our electric bills even though 12 energy.
13 we would be decreasing our energy bills. 13 So | think we should be thinking
14 Similarly, if ahome switches from using 14 about geothermal heat pumps as renewable
15 oil or gasto heat itself and switches 15 energy, not just simply as efficiency.
16 over to geothermal heat pumps, which are 16 And we should recognize geothermal heat
17 fossil-fuel free, they would increase 17 pumps, the way their used, essentially by
18 their electric bill more dramatically 18 taking heat out of buildings during the
19 than decreasing their energy bill. So | 19 summer whenit's hot, storing it in the
20 would suggest that the metric of keeping 20 ground so that it can be recovered in the
21 eectric billslow isin fact 21 winter, essentialy asolar thermal
22 counterproductive. It may be that we 22 technology which uses the building asa
23 want to keep the cost of electricity low 23 solar collector rather than using panels
24 but the metric for an the Energy Plan 24 ontheroof. So | would suggest that in
25 should not be focused on electric bills, 25 the draft that hopefully you can address
Page 14 Page 16
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2 it should be focused on energy hills, for 2 the question of keeping energy billslow,
3 whatever the unit that's planned. 3 whether or not electric bills are low,
4 | asowould like to point out 4 and also, please address the fact that
5 something which | think isafairly 5 geothermal heat pumps are not given the
6 dramatic misrepresentation, although it's 6 attention they should be given and also
7 avery common one of what geothermal heat 7 thetechnology is misrepresented as an
8 pumps are al about. |1 won't bore you 8 energy technology wheninfactitisa
9 with the technology, | think you 9 technology for generating renewable
10 understand this stuff. But in the 10 energy. Thank you very much.
11 supporting documents it says geothermal 11 MR. RHODES: Thank you very much.
12 technology is an energy efficiency 12 Heidi Gogins, if I'm reading the
13 technology. A lot of people say that, 13 name correctly, and after that, Toby
14 okay, but | think it'safairly 14 Horn.
15 significant misunderstanding of what 15 MS. GOGINS: You'rethefirst
16 geothermal heat pump technology is all 16 person to pronounce my name correctly for
17 about. Yes, it'struethat if you look 17 alongtime.
18 at the literature you'll see that these 18  MR. RHODES: Compliments on your
19 heat pumps typically run at co-efficiency 19 handwriting.
20 performance of threeto four, that means 20 MS. GOGINS: Don't ask meto do
21 efficiencies of 300 percent to 400 21 math. I'm going to sort of face sideways
22 percent. But when you look at something 22 so| can see everybody and | can see you.
23 which has an efficiency of 300 percent to 23 First of dl, | want to say that
24 400 percent of heating you have to be 24 it'sabeautiful looking plan, alot of
25 thinking there's more than efficiency 25 nice pictures, alot of nice feeling,
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2 statements, but | fed likeit's not a 2 criminal.
3 plan. A plan at this point, where we 3 (Applause)
4 gtand with climate change, needs 4 SPEAKER #2: Sowhat is clean
5 imagination, bold initiatives and a 5 energy? It's not shale gas, whose
6 refusal to perpetuate the status quo and 6 extraction, transportation and processing
7 businessasusual. Thisdocument does 7 releases high levels of methane and
8 not do that. Thisdocument has afirst 8 causesair and water contamination.
9 volume, lots of pictures; volume two, and 9 | wantto give you my copy of a
10 volumetwo hasalot of forecastsin the 10 little plan that was done at Stanford and
11 absence of planning, and the forecasts 11 Cornell by Professors Jacobson -- let's
12 seem to be based on what the current 12 see, let meread all these guys, Bob
13 redlity israther than where do we want 13 Howarth, Mark Delucchi. Thiswasa
14 to go? 14 peer-reviewed fantastic 2030 plan which
15 | want to know where volume three 15 shows how New Y ork State can completely
16 is. Volume three would have really 16 move to renewables by 2030. No -- I'll
17 innovative ideas for moving away from the 17 just read you, Won't the transition be
18 kind of energy generation that we have 18 expensive? No, many forms of renewable
19 now. Thereis much too big component of 19 energy are already cost effective
20 natural gasin thisplan and it's very 20 compared to fossi| fuels, even without
21 craftily -- | don't want to, you know, 21 considering the cost to health and global
22 that's aloaded word, but I think it's 22 warming. What do we want to spend money
23 kind of stated in away that doesn't make 23 on? We can spend it now or put it off,
24 itclear. First of al, natural gasis 24 and wel'll going to have to spend it
25 not clean energy. Itisnot renewable. 25 anyway to mitigate damage and pay for
Page 18 Page 20
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2 Itisafossil fud. | think what's 2 cleanupslike for Sandy. | think thisis
3 important is nobody anywhere in this plan 3 aquestion of what do we believe in and
4 usesthe word methane and | kind of want 4 do we have the guts, and the balls,
5 to know where the word methaneiis. 5 excuse my language, to do what we know is
6 Methaneisthe worst greenhouse gas than 6 right. What we know isright. Thisisa
7 cO2. If you use atime line of the next 7 moral issue. It'snot political. It's
8 50 years switching to methane doesn't do 8 not, you know, what's the easiest thing
9 anybody any good and it just makes a lot 9 todo. We managed to convert from,
10 of people sick and causes alot of 10 unfortunately, horsesto cars in about 20
11 environmental damage. Um, what's going 11 years, you know. Soit's not we can't do
12 to be an endangered thing in the next 50 12 big technological innovation. People are
13 yearsiswater, water, and we're not 13 doing it, they're doing it, so we need to
14 lacking for energy, we're not lacking for 14 doit, and I'd like to be proud to be a
15 ways of generating energy from 15 New Yorker and say that we led the way
16 renewables. They'redoing it in Germany, 16 for the country.
17 they'redoing it al over the world. 17 MR. RHODES: Thank you very much.
18 They're not doing it as much as they 18  Toby Horn, followed by Christopher
19 should. But we need to be leading. New 19 Raup.
20 York State should be leading and setting 20 MS. HORN: Good morning, my nameis
21 an example, not perpetuating the bad 21 Toby Horn. I'm areal estate broker and
22 policies of the other countries or other 22 I'm representing myself as an individual
23 states. Basically, this document 23 citizen of New Y ork City.
24 predictsfracking in New York State, 24  Weareavisua society. We use
25 volume two page 88, which | think is 25 Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, so it only
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2 holds, soit's only reasonable when you 2 electric customers and 1.1 natural gas
3 talk about renewable energies we talk 3 customersin New Y ork City and
4 about wind and solar, but thereis 4 Westchester, aswell as 1,700 steam
5 another renewable energy we should be 5 customersin Manhattan. Our Orange and
6 talking about and that's geothermal 6 Rockland affiliate serves 300,000
7 ground source heat pumps. Lester Brown 7 electric customers and 130,000 gas
8 and Jeffrey Sacks have acknowledged 8 customersin Rockland, Orange and
9 geothermal ground source heat pumps and 9 Sullivan Countiesin New York. Last year
10 believesthat we should be including them 10 Con Edison and O& R served 43 percent of
11 inour dialogue. Renewables are being 11 the state's peak electric load.
12 addressed now but we don't have the 12 Con Edison supports the stated
13 complete picture, okay? Wereally need 13 focus of the State Energy Plan, on energy
14 to discuss the geothermal source ground 14 affordability; enhancing resilience and
15 pumpsin our dialogues and hopefully, 15 flexibility of the electric grid;
16 after today it will be addressed. 16 customer choice; energy innovation
17  Fossil fuels have been around for 17 aligned with market demand; and using
18 150 years. | think their timeis up and 18 private sector financing to achieve clean
19 we need to discussrenewables. They say 19 energy goals.
20 we can get acleaner fossil fuel. Inmy 20  While we support the focus of the
21 opinion that's like saying you can be 21 Plan, the details of itsimplementation
22 like alittle bit pregnant rather than 22 areimportant. Wed like to suggest some
23 just being pregnant. My opinion, there 23 principlesto guide implementation so
24 isno such thing as a cleaner fossil 24 that the Plan achieves benefits for our
25 fuel. We need to get rid of all the 25 customers.
Page 22 Page 24
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2 fossl fuels. We need to adjust the 2 Thefirst principle wed like to
3 renewables and we need to do it now 3 emphasize is affordability. We note the
4 because if we want our planet to exist we 4 focus of the Plan and we appreciateit.
5 need to change our way of thinking and 5 The affordability of energy is critical
6 start addressing solar, wind and geo 6 to our customers despite changes to how
7 thermal, and geothermal, and to me, it's 7 customers use energy and the type of
8 ground source heat pumps. | hope 8 energy they choose. We should avoid
9 everyonelooksit up and starts 9 incentive structures that shift costs
10 investigating their other alternatives. 10 from one group of customers to another.
11 Thank you. 11 Incentives should encourage technologies
12 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 12 that benefit all customers, and should
13 Christopher Raup followed by Jill 13 have agoal of affordability for all
14 Weiner. 14 customers. Affordability should also
15 MR. RAUP: Good morning. My name 15 consider reliability, resiliency and
16 1S Christopher Raup, manager of State 16 clean energy needs.
17 Regulatory Affairsfor Con Edison. Thank 17  Taxes and fees have a mgjor impact
18 you for the opportunity to provide these 18 on affordability; 30 percent of atypical
19 remarks on behalf of Con Edison and 19 Con Edison hill is comprised of taxes and
20 Orange & Rockland Utilities. Our company 20 fees.
21 issupportive of the development of the 21 We oppose to using the utility bill
22 State Energy Plan as aroad map to meet 22 to collect general revenues, asthis
23 the future energy needs of the people of 23 reduces affordability. Moreover, such
24 New York. 24 policies encourage customers to make
25  Con Edison serves 3.1 million 25 decisions simply to avoid these charges.
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2 Finaly, the last principle we 2 Facilitating new energy business
3 emphasizeisreliability. Reliability: 3 models: We support thisinitiative and
4 Reliability electrical serviceisvery 4 in particular, we support providing
5 important to our customers. We have very 5 flexibility to utilitiesto provide a
6 strong reliability performance and are 6 variety of servicesto customers, to own
7 taking stepsto improve that performance 7 or operate distributed resources, or
8 in extreme weather, to strengthen our 8 both.
9 systemsand to improve our ability to 9  Redlign energy efficiency policies
10 restore customers when weather affects 10 to accelerate the pace of deployment: We
11 service. Thisincludesfor our overhead 11 support reexamining policies regarding
12 system, making investmentsin selective 12 the State's energy efficiency programs,
13 underground distribution circuits, and 13 and are working closely with the State to
14 for our underground system making 14 increase the effectiveness of our
15 investmentsin elevating equipment and 15 programs. Energy efficiency continuesto
16 flood barriers. 16 bethe least-cost method of moving to a
17  Con Edison and O& R should be 17 clean energy future, and we believe
18 considered partners when implementing the 18 streamlining policies will result in
19 many initiatives in the Plan because we 19 better programs for our customers.
20 bring special skills and experience to 20 Andfinaly, establishing the New
21 thetable. We interact with our 21 York Green Bank to mobilize private
22 customersevery day. Our customers 22 sector capital: We generally support
23 talked to us 15 million timesin 2013 and 23 thisrecommendation. The development of
24 we are taking steps to improve our 24 the Green Bank could be significant, in
25 communications with them, including using 25 particular, it'svision of moving state
Page 26 Page 28
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2 mobile applications, social media and 2 support for renewable energy from
3 expanding the use of e-mail and text 3 incentive-based programs to
4 messaging. We understand the challenge 4 financing-based programs. But we should
5 of building the infrastructure. We are 5 take care that the Green Bank addresses
6 integrating customer resources into our 6 the credit needs of all customer
7 system and are planning for the future 7 segments. Returning to the focus on
8 handled by forecasting savings from 8 affordability, the State should seek ways
9 demand side management. Thisincludes 9 to complete the Green Bank's
10 extensive experience helping our 10 capitalization without increasing fees on
11 customers with energy efficiency measures 11 customer hills.
12 and we're actively considering what the 12 Inclosing, we look forward with
13 utility of the future will look like and 13 our customersin New York State in the
14 how our customer choices will impact the 14 implementation of the Plan. Working
15 future business model. 15 together, Con Edison can consider and
16  Whilethe Plan puts forth numerous 16 meet the State's objectivesin providing
17 initiatives I'd like to highlight just a 17 our customers with a strong energy
18 few that are significant to Con Edison 18 infrastructure that is safe, reliable,
19 and our cases. Updating the electric and 19 clean and affordable. Thank you.
20 gasdeliver systemsto insure service 20 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
21 quality and reliability, we strongly 21 Jill Wiener?
22 support thisinitiative and as noted 22 MS WEINER: It's Jill Wiener,
23 previously, we're making significant 23 W-I-E-N-E-R. | work with the all
24 investmentsin our energy delivery system 24 volunteer grassroots Catskill Citizens
25 to enhance reliability and resiliency. 25 For Safe Energy. | livein Sullivan
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2 County, the New Y ork side of the Delaware 2 aNew Year'sresolution, to lose 15
3 River basin. Thisismy closest hearing. 3 pounds by February 10, but to eat
4 I'mtwo hoursfrom home. | did take a 4 chocolate and chips and sit on the couch
5 busto reduce my carbon footprint, an 5 and wait for the pounds to melt away, |
6 hour to get to the bus. So, I'm going to 6 canassureyou it didn't work, it never
7 start off speaking on behalf of the 53 7 does. And it'sgood to have goals. But
8 organizations that requested an extension 8 the goals must be properly spelled and
9 of the public comment hearing on this 9 I'm going to go back to the diet
10 plan and offer our thanks for that 10 metaphor. We cannot cut our carbon
11 extension, but we still do have some 11 emissions and replace those missing
12 outstanding requests, and | have about 12 calories with more fat from methane shale
13 five of them. 13 gas. Wejust cannot. It will not work
14  So, one further hearing, further 14 for our fragile climate. Our collective
15 scheduled hearing should be changed to 15 pants are splitting here and we need a
16 evening hoursto make them more 16 real diet and it may not be al that
17 accessibleto the public. 17 pleasant, but we need it. We cannot rely
18  Two, providing the reference and 18 on aswap-out. We cannot substitute
19 unpublished, so attainable greenhouse gas 19 these carbon for shale gas and think
20 inventory and draft energy efficiency and 20 we're going to achieve aresult that will
21 renewable resource potential documents. 21 benefit our system. In fact, we are
22 Um, so thisplan asitis, isnow 22 going to make things much, much worse for
23 incomplete. 23 the carbon, and beyond the climate, it
24 Providing public information 24 makesit worse for the public health
25 session so that clarifying questions can 25 socia structure and the economy for
Page 30 Page 32
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2 be asked and hopefully answered. We also 2 communities that are forced to host
3 request additiona hearings in the Hudson 3 fracking, fracking infrastructure, and
4 Vadley, Finger Lakes. These are two 4 the suggested new converted power plants
5 areasthat are -- you were mandated to do 5 that will run on frack shale gas. The
6 six hearings, but there's no reason not 6 document does refer to natural gas as
7 todo more. Theidentity also of the 7 clean, asaclean source of energy. It
8 public members of the energy Planning 8 isnot. Um, natural gas, which we should
9 Board are unknown and we think that we 9 officialy redly start to refer to asas
10 should know who those people are; and 10 frack gasor shale gas, is methane.
11 frankly, this plan should be presented in 11 Methaneisascientifically proven potent
12 itsentirety with all relevant documents 12 greenhouse gas and it's realy simply
13 publicly available, and until it isit's 13 math. Fracking equal methane, methane
14 really unreasonable to close a comment 14 equalsclimate change. Therewas
15 period. The public and our climate 15 something in the document, we were happy
16 actually deserve alot more, and | have a 16 toseeitand | am not till calling it a
17 letter with further details that I'll 17 plan. Itisadocument. I'm happy to
18 hand over to you, Mr. Rhodes. 18 seethat the state hasits eye on ramping
19  SotheNew York State Energy Plan 19 up renewables and efficiency by
20 isareport with goals but by definition 20 strengthening building codes and audits,
21 itisnot aplan. There'sno road map to 21 but there seems to be some sort of
22 get usto the stated goals to reduce 22 schizophrenic disconnect in this document
23 greenhouse emissions by 2050 from the 80 23 promotes the using of frack shale for
24 percent -- I'm sorry, by 80 percent from 24 home heating and as a transportation
25 1990 levels. The document isreally like 25 fud. Um, Adam Brandt, aleading author
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2 of "Methane, Leaks from North American 2 Ambrose under maritime law and we want

3 Natural Gas Systems," says that switching 3 youto do that immediately.

4 from diesel to nat gas, that's not a good 4  MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.

5 policy from aclimate perspective, and we 5 MS. VAN DOL SON: Good morning, my

6 agree there are alternatives including 6 nameis Susan Van Dolson. I'm with two

7 fast-charging electric buses. By 7 groups, Westchester for Change, an

8 suggesting conversion to natural gasfor 8 all-volunteer grassroots organization,

9 home heating the State is promoting an 9 and Stop the Algonquin Pipeline
10 unsustainable energy with price swings, 10 Expansion, also an all-volunteer
11 and as we've seen from recent propane 11 grassroots organization.

12 shortages, possible unreliable access. 12 Just about sixteen months ago New

13 The Stateisaso basically making a 13 York City was hit with astorm that

14 sales pitch for the industry creating 14 devastated much of theregion. Its

15 more nat gas customers. Additionally, 15 short-term and long-term impact is

16 plan marginalizes and crowds out the 16 imprinted on the minds of all of us.

17 renewable energy sector. 17 Many New Y orkers thought living through

18  Thereisaplanto convert New York 18 such atremendous storm would finally

19 State to energy infrastructure. My 19 help policy-makersto move New York State

20 friend, Heidi, gave you the short 20 away from reliance on fossil fuel, both

21 version. | havethe full report here, 21 because of the impact on climate and

22 and we can do this. It'sfeasible, 22 because of the acute need to create a

23 economic, healthy and sustainable. 23 more locally distributed power system.

24 Finaly, and I'm just about done. 24 It'svery disappointing that the New Y ork

25 Port Ambroseisan LNG terminal that's 25 State Draft Energy Plan does not provide
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2 proposed for the coastal waterways off 2 asolid pathway away from reliance on

3 Long Beach. It'saproject of Liberty 3 fossil fuels, nor does it provide some

4 Natural Gas represented by an executive, 4 concrete goals that show a commitment to

5 Roger Whelan. It's also sponsoring an 5 thefuture. For example, the Draft Plan

6 import terminal off the coast of 6 doesn't specify how the State will

7 Rockaway. Mr. Whelan, on behalf of 7 achieve agoal set by Governor Paterson

8 Liberty, publically statesthat Port 8 to reduce emissions 80 percent by 2050.

9 Ambrose will be an import terminal here 9 Though the Draft provides some incentive
10 aswaell. It doesn't take much 10 to develop some renewable energy, and to
11 imagination to come to the conclusion 11 create some local distribution system,

12 that it's going to be an export terminal 12 these gains are undermined by an

13 here. 13 increased dependence on methane gas and
14  Thisterminal will increase the 14 fossil fuels. The Draft Plan operates on
15 pressureto frack if it's an export to 15 afalse premise that methaneis clean.

16 frack New Y ork and to increase dangerous 16 Methane emissions from shale gas and
17 fracking in other communities on the 17 construction projects are significant

18 Marcellusfault and if Port Ambroseisan 18 contributorsto climate change. Methane
19 import terminal, it will bring more 19 is 72 times more powerful than cO2 and
20 methane into the greater metro area. 20 greenhouse gas. Thefina plan should
21 Methane has no place in the Plan for New 21 require measurement and tracking of all
22 York unlessthe Plan isto harm the 22 autopsy greenhouse emissions, including
23 climateand I'll speak directly to the 23 those from the full life cycle shale gas
24 governor: Governor Cuomo, you have the 24 development. There should have been a
25 ability and responsibility to veto Port 25 gpecific schedule for the reduction of
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2 total greenhouse gas emissions with 2 bergected. It promotesfracking. It
3 benchmarks at regular intervals. There 3 isnot clean. To support thisyou should
4 are multitudes proposed gas 4 go to the Riverkeeper's website press
5 infrastructure projects that require 5 release about extending comission by the
6 permitsto be granted by New York State 6 Natural Resource Defense Council by
7 agencies. The New York State Energy 7 Synapse. The press release states that
8 Board should be taking a holistic 8 Indian Point can be shut down without any
9 approach when evaluating these projects 9 -- one additional cubic foot of natural
10 by looking at long-term economic and 10 gas. This plan should not include
11 health impacts for new and expanded 11 gas-fired power plants and associated
12 pipelines, gas-fired power plants, 12 infrastructure. In contrast to these gas
13 storage facilities and liquified natural 13 infrastructure projects, Dr. Mark
14 gasplants. New York's energy policy 14 Jacobson, avisionary scientist and
15 should not be predicated on facilitating 15 economist has proposed solutions project,
16 the gas company's needs to move the gas 16 which you heard about, which provides a
17 from the Marcellus shale region to and 17 road map for New Y ork State to produce
18 through New Y ork, then for export to the 18 one hundred percent of our energy for
19 global market where gaswill command a 19 electricity, transportation, heating and
20 higher price. Gasinfrastructure imposes 20 cooling, using wind, water and solar for
21 health and safety risksto New Y orkers, 21 efficiency and conservation. Thisplan
22 addsto climate change, and ties up 22 reduces energy demand by 36.4 percent.
23 investment dollarsthat could be better 23 It creates 254,000 jobs that would last
24 used for wind, water and solar projects. 24 for at least 40 years. The Plan also
25 This plan does not take into account the 25 predicts 2,500 less air pollution deaths
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2 health and safety impact and associated 2 and savings of energy health and climate
3 costsfrom all these projects. 3 costs at $4,100 per person.
4  Onegaspipeline project isthe 4 Inconclusion, | would liketo
5 Williams Transco Rockaway Lateral which 5 statethat | object to the fact that some
6 isproposed to cross an extremely 6 components of this energy plan were not
7 vulnerable area of the City exactly where 7 released in time for these hearing. How
8 Sandy took aim. g fairisthat for the public? Arewe
9  Another ill-conceived project is 9 ready to believe that the public's
10 the Port Ambraose off the coast of Long 10 opinion will be taking serious? I'm here
11 Beach. LNG facilities are aterrorist 11 today to say that New Y orkers deserve
12 target, explosive hazard. Governor Cuomo 12 better. Governor Cuomo can be aleader
13 hasthe power to reject the LNG facility 13 in the nation by proposing an energy plan
14 and the PSC should and could streamline 14 toregect theincreased use of climate
15 the creating of awind farm proposed for 15 change and fossil fuels. New York lived
16 the samearea. 16 through Sandy. We are tough. We can
17 Government Cuomo's Draft Energy 17 prove to the world we don't need frack
18 Plan called for Indian Point nuclear 18 gas and that we embrace energy policy
19 facility not to be relicensed. What did 19 that promotes economic growth powered
20 they suggest instead? They called for a 20 without fossil fuel. The decision-making
21 gasfired power plant such as the CPV 21 and commitment to succeed must begin
22 power plant that's near the end of its 22 today, not 10 years from now and not 20
23 permitting process. A PSC hearing will 23 yearsfrom now. Wedon't havetimeto
24 be held next Tuesday in Middletown. This 24 wait.
25 polluting plant is not needed and should 25 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
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2 Amy Allen, to be followed by Susan 2 bring power downstate from Canada, via
3 Filgueras. 3 the Champlain Hudson Power Express, CHPE,
4 MS. ALLEN: Amy Allen, Westchester 4 bypassing instate generators in favor of
5 County Association. Westchester County 5 rescuing Hydro-Quebec investors from the
6 Association is abusiness membership 6 expensive boondoggle of their own does
7 organization focus on the economic 7 not amount to sound energy policy. Itis
8 vitality of Westchester County and the 8 imperative that the State cease its pet
9 surrounding region. 9 project to build the CHPE and focus on
10  Werecognize that energy policy is 10 pragmatic strategies achieving our
11 acritical component of the instate 11 larger, common goals of creating
12 economy affecting business and our entire 12 inexpensive, reliable energy for New Y ork
13 community. That iswhy it isimportant 13 State with minimal environmental impacts.
14 for the State to have an energy plan that 14  Thereliability and affordability
15 creates pragmatic solutions to meet the 15 of electricity throughout New Y ork State
16 short and long-term needs for heating 16 should bethefirst priority of any
17 homes, fueling businesses and driving job 17 sensible state energy plan. This means
18 creation. The creation of an energy plan 18 creating aregulatory environment that
19 isanimportant step for New York State 19 facilitates private investment, keeps New
20 creating low-cost, reliable and 20 York money in the state, and continues to
21 environmentally conscious energy requires 21 lower our carbon output. It also means
22 policy and infrastructure improvement 22 lowering our electrical infrastructure to
23 that encourages private investment in an 23 move electricity between regions while
24 instate generation using arange of fuel 24 growing the economy and creating jobs.
25 SOUrCes. 25 While these solutions aren't simple, they
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2 Electricinfrastructurein New Y ork 2 will provide consistency for businesses
3 Stateiscurrently insufficient to 3 anincrease reliability.
4 exploit our present instate generating 4 The Westchester County Association
5 capacity. While downstate businesses and 5 thanksthe State for this opportunity to
6 residential ratepayers face high prices 6 contribute to the state's energy plan.
7 due to high demand, upstate generators 7  MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
8 operate at partial capacity because there 8 Susan Filgueras, followed by Paulette
9 isno ability to move their surplus 9 Osborne.
10 capability. Theresult isthat the 10 MS. FILGUERAS: | havealot to
11 downstate utility import expensive 11 say. Thisismy second trip. | wasin
12 out-of-state power through overpriced 12 Brooklyn yesterday because | have an
13 transmission patchwork projects. 13 awful lot to say and five minutes doesn't
14  Despite the State's attempt to 14 doit. I'mfrom Rockland County, the
15 reduce energy consumption it has actually 15 town of Stony Point, and we are one of
16 increased in recent years, and while 16 thetownsthat's part of the community
17 conservation and great efficiency are 17 reconstruction zone program by the
18 critically important, there are 18 government that got beaten up by the
19 fundamentally two ways to meet this 19 hurricane, the October snowstorm. We are
20 growing demand: One, isin ways that 20 also one of the counties that is a host
21 send our money out of state and benefit 21 community to energy infrastructure and
22 others; or two, by facilitating the 22 one of the comments | made yesterday is
23 economic benefits of the energy 23 that there is no meeting scheduled for
24 production here at home. At present, the 24 Rockland, Orange, Putham, Green, Duchess,
25 State bypasses upstate generatorsto 25 and we're the counties that host the
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2 infrastructurein New Y ork State. We 2 revolutionary heros up, to tear that
3 need to be heard. Um, and after 3 cemetery asunder and put their extension
4 listening to everybody today | thought, 4 cords. They'vetold their job supervisor
5 oh boy, I'm going to get up here and say 5 they won't, but the documents they
6 this, but | am. We need to build in New 6 submitted to the Public Service
7 York, for New York by New Y ork and create 7 Commission, the Department of Energy, and
8 New York jobs. Welost two power plants 8 the Army Corps of Engineers show the
9 in Rockland County. Rockland County isa 9 installation going through my cemetery.
10 hair's breath from bankruptcy. The 10 These are the people who fought and died
11 people who own those plants realized that 11 for my right to stand here. They fought
12 it's cheaper to operate them asaloss, 12 and died for your right to be elected and
13 sdll off their air emissions credits and 13 it here. They fought for Governor
14 | don't know what they're doing with 14 Cuomo'sright to be elected Governor and
15 their water intake credit, and charge the 15 we're going to dig them up? | object to
16 townsback atax certiorari. Do you know 16 that.
17 Rockland County is paying $11 million a 17  The Champlain Hudson Power Express
18 year ininterest. We haven't touched the 18 promised jobs. The Department of Energy
19 principal, because they claim their 19 wasvery clear, 26 jobs. They promised
20 property is not worth what it once was. 20 construction jobs. They're going to
21 We need businesses that cometo New Y ork 21 import their labor, their construction
22 that mean to build in New Y ork to become 22 labor, because the machinery they're
23 New York to support one of the greatest 23 using is highly sophisticated and needs
24 labor forces we've got and it's one of 24 an educated labor force.
25 the best. We can build it bigger, 25  They promised savings -- oh, wait,
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2 better, with far more experienced people 2 that's not to the enduser, that's to the
3 than aimost anywhere else in the world, 3 producer, to Blackstone, the very people
4 and | believe that, because my uncle, my 4 who bankrupted the Merritt, Bowline,
5 brother, my cousin, my father, my mother 5 Lovett plants, the two plants that
6 need jobs. We can't export. 6 bankrupted Rockland County and we're
7 | did bring you some new pictures. 7 paying them $11 eleven million not to do
8 Rockland County is host to thistiny 8 anything with that very valuable
9 littleidand up near Bear Mountain 9 resource.
10 called lonalsland. It'sabird 10 Toend, I've been reading,
11 sanctuary, and asthe bird sanctuary it 11 studying, following the New Y ork State
12 isan eagle sanctuary. I'm sorry, | 12 Energy Highway. Now we got the New Y ork
13 apologize, | couldn't print them out for 13 Energy Plan. | didn't know about the
14 everybody. The American Bald Eagle nest 14 hearing because | don't read the Federal
15 inlonaldand and right now they've come 15 Register with my coffee. Education,
16 out of their nest and they're 16 listening to every one of these people,
17 magnificent. The Power Expressisgoing 17 education and engaging the public is so
18 to blast underneath lonalsland so that 18 important, and if we can't be heard we're
19 they can bring their extension cord from 19 the people who have to pay the hill.
20 Quebec to Queens. | brought you another 20 We'rethe host community. We are the
21 picture, did asmall history lesson last 21 people whose property will be eminent
22 night. Stony Point is home to one of the 22 domain for a Canadian transmission line,
23 most resounding winsin abattle in the 23 nojobs, taking our taxes, and they're
24 Revolutionary War. The Champlain Hudson 24 going to dig up our American heroes.
25 Power Express plansto dig our 25 Please, somebody hear us. Thank you.
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2 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 2 read or eloguent as the other people that
3 Paulette Osborne followed by Laura 3 have spoken, but | really, really suggest
4 McGill. 4 that you also watch Gasland and Gasland 2
5 MS. OSBORNE: | yield my timeto 5 and aso go to Dimock, Pennsylvania. |If
6 someone else. 6 anybody has anything else to say they can
7 MR.RHODES: Areyou Laura? 7 usetherest of my time.
8 MS McGILL: Yes. | alsowant to 8 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
9 say afew things but I'm going to yield 9  Betty Trentlyon, if | have that
10 my time, too. 10 right, followed by Eric Weltman.
11 Anyway, anyway, I'mjust here. I'm 11 MS. TRENTLYON: I'll pass.
12 avolunteer. |1 goout. | feel likel'm 12 MR.RHODES: Isthat Betty
13 out everyday trying to do somerally 13 passing? Eric Weltman, or Wolfrin
14 against fracking, Sierra Club, Food and 14 followed by Karen Cherry.
15 Water Watch. I'm worried about the wine 15 MR.WELTMAN: My nameisEric
16 in upstate New York, to add alittle 16 Weltman and I'm a senior organizer with
17 levity to this, so that's my big concern. 17 Food and Water Watch, a national
18 | think anybody who votes on this plan or 18 non-profit organization out of their
19 has anything to do, including Governor 19 Brooklyn office. I'm hereto urge
20 Cuomo, before they do anything they 20 Governor Cuomo to ban fracking, lead New
21 should take atrip to Dimock, 21 York in atransition to renewable energy,
22 Pennsylvania. | went there and was very, 22 aswell asto veto the proposed Port
23 very affected by what | saw and | think 23 Ambrose liquified natural gas facility.
24 that everybody sitsin their ivory tower 24 In October 2012 Hurricane Sandy
25 and thinksit's not going to happen to us 25 slammed New Y ork devastating communities
Page 50 Page 52
1 HEARING 1 HEARING
2 and it's not going to happen in New Y ork 2 acrosstheregion. Even today, many
3 State, but itis. The water, all the 3 victims of this climate disaster are
4 water that's used for fracking, it's just 4 struggling to pick up the pieces and put
5 awaste of water because these are not 5 their homes and neighborhoods back
6 renewable, thisis not renewable energy. 6 together.
7 Sol saw thisand like | said, | would 7  The question today, the question
8 hope that anybody that'sin power, | 8 today iswhether governing Cuomo will be
9 don't know if you've been to Dimock, 9 aleader in preventing further climate
10 Pennsylvania. There's other places but | 10 catastrophe. The question today, the
11 think that's about the closest, | wish 11 question today is whether Governor Cuomo
12 that somebody, or the people we met 12 will lead New Y ork in atransition to
13 there, that they have their water that 13 renewable energy or deepen our reliance
14 looksyelow. | mean, | wouldn't touch 14 onthedirty fossil fuelsthat caused
15 it let done-- | don't know, | wouldn't 15 tragedies like Hurricane Sandy.
16 touchit. | have apicture of me holding 16 Unfortunately, Governor Cuomo's current
17 it but to think that that could happen 17 Draft Plan would maintain New Y ork's
18 here, when | livein New Y ork City and we 18 dependence on fossil fuel. It would
19 havethe best water, | fedl, inthe 19 enable amassive dole out of pipelines,
20 United States. | lived out in L.A. for a 20 compressor stations, storage facilities,
21 while, we couldn't take it out of the 21 power plants and other infrastructure and
22 tap. We had to filter it, and to think 22 it would rely on fracking in other states
23 that's going to be, plus everything else 23 and stimulate the demand for even more
24 that's going to be affected. Likel 24 fracking. Already, New Y ork's landscape
25 said, I'm very emotional and not as well 25 isbecoming littered with dirty dangerous
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2 infrastructure projects, from a 2 plan that transitions New York to a
3 compressor station in Minisink to the 3 clean, renewable energy future. The here
4 pipeline here in Manhattan and even more 4 plan today does not do that.
5 being proposed, such asthe storage 5 MR.RHODES: Karen Cherry, followed
6 facility in SenecaLake and liquified 6 by Gregory Grant.
7 natural gasterminal off of Long Island. 7 MS. CHERRY: Good morning. My name
8 These projectsrisk public safety, our 8 isKaren Sherry. | am aBrooklyn
9 communities and the environment and 9 resident and leader of Brooklyn, New
10 enable fracking which threatens our 10 York. On behalf of theresidents and
11 water, our air, our food, and our 11 children and family | stand here today in
12 climate. 12 support of relicensing Indian Point
13 Thethreat of further climate 13 energy center. Asarate payer itis
14 catastropheis particularly stark herein 14 important to me that the cost of the
15 New York City. Burning natura gas 15 powerful -- the power is affordable.
16 releases dangerous levels of carbon 16 Right now it isanything but affordable.
17 dioxide. More problematic, fracking for 17 Infact, New York State and New Y ork City
18 natural gas releases massive amounts of 18 practically has almost the highest power
19 methane. Methaneis an extremely potent 19 costsinthe nation. If we continueto
20 greenhouse gas, 333 times more efficient 20 pile on costs by imposing clean and
21 intrapping heat than carbon dioxide over 21 affordable energy plants, how can we
22 ahundred years, and about a hundred 22 expect New York to thrive in this cold
23 times more potent than carbon dioxide 23 weather? We can't. The State Energy
24 over 20 years. 24 Plan must assure the power is safe,
25  Thesimple truth, the simple truth 25 reliable and affordable sources of
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2 isGovernor Cuomo can not lien on climate 2 energy. Additional unnecessary costs
3 change and allow fracking in New Y ork. 3 must not pass onto aready overburdened
4 The simple truth, the simpletruthis 4 New York City residents.
5 Governor Cuomo cannot lien on climate 5 Inclosing, New York City needs
6 change and rely on frack gas from other 6 more power plants to produce clean, clean
7 states. If he has any hope, if Governor 7 and affordable power, not fewer. For
8 Cuomo has any genuine, realistic 8 thesereasons| strongly urge you to
9 expectation of attaining his goal of an 9 insure continued operation at Indian
10 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gases 10 Point energy center. Thank you for your
11 he cannot, must not, allow fracking in 11 consideration.
12 New York. The bottom ling, thisisthe 12 MR.RHODES: Gregory Grant,
13 bottom line: New Y ork should not spend 13 followed by Reverend Robinson.
14 another dime on deepening our dependence 14  MR. GRANT: I'm Gregory Grant and
15 on natural gas or enabling fracking here 15 I'm aresident of Brooklyn, New Y ork.
16 or anywhere. Not one more dime, not one 16 Thank you for taking the time to hear my
17 more dime, not even one more penny on 17 viewson New York Draft Energy Plan. In
18 deepening our reliance on natural gas. 18 the cold weather we experienced last
19  Governor Cuomo should ban fracking 19 month natural gas and electricity bills
20 inNew York. He should veto the Port 20 skyrocketed, rising 20 percent on
21 Ambrose LNG facility and use the full 21 average. For renters, homeowners and
22 extent of hisauthority to stop other 22 businesses across the City thisisan
23 infrastructure project, and he should 23 unsuspected cost that can cause
24 lead, Governor Cuomo should lead on 24 dgignificant budgeting problems. Many of
25 preventing climate change by producing a 25 theresidentsin our communities can
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2 barely afford to feed their families. 2 MS. RAJANDRAN: Thank you. My name
3 The energy produced by Indian Point, 3 isMarty Rgjandran. I'maNew York City
4 however, represents stability in an 4 resident. I'm not an expert. | work
5 unpredictable climate. Itisvitally 5 with some of the groups here as a
6 important to keep Indian Point open as it 6 volunteer, but my comments are not really
7 isone of the resources with reliable 7 technical ones. I'mjust hereasa
8 output and stable prices. In particular, 8 concerned New Y ork resident.
9 the price of the energy produced by 9 | moved back to New Y ork two years
10 Indian Point does not change with the 10 ago living out of the country for many
11 weather. | cannot stand by as opponents 11 years. | made achoiceto come back to
12 of Indian Point force Brooklyn families 12 the City. But to be frank, sometimes |
13 to pay higher rent, outrageous energy 13 wonder if | made the right choice.
14 billsfor the products they need. New 14 Beforel returned | never heard of
15 York must move towards making sure that 15 fracking or Indian Point. Within my
16 our peoplein the City have reliable 16 first couple of daysof living in the
17 energy. Relicensing Indian Point isthe 17 City | saw something on television that
18 first goal of making thisareality and 18 really shocked me. It was an energy
19 New York State must adopt its position in 19 announcement. Thereisan incident at
20 itsenergy plan. 20 Indian Point. You will get further
21 MR.RHODES: Please. Reverend 21 instructions on what to do, and then it
22 Robinson, followed by Marty Rajandran. 22 sadit'satest. Well, to be frank, |
23 REVEREND ROBINSON: Good morning, 23 did not know what Indian Point was so |
24 thank you, good morning. We thank you 24 hadto Googleit and look it up and see
25 for alowing usto come today before you 25 what thisisall about. To see that we
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2 to have remarksin regardsto relicensing 2 areliving within 50 miles of a 40
3 Indian Point. | think that safe, 3 year-old nuclear power plant that has
4 healthy, affordable, reliable energy is 4 outlived its usefulness and needs to be
5 very important for the residents of the 5 replaced. | understand that even now
6 City of New York. We all know when fuel 6 part of the plant has not been relicensed
7 costs go up and natural gas goes go up 7 becauseitisold and it's dangerous.
8 electrical costs go up. We haveto think 8 Thisplant has been spewing nuclear waste
9 about it. Just the other day | got an 9 into the Hudson River for years. They
10 oil delivery. When | bought my home ten 10 are storing nuclear waste on site because
11 yearsago, | was paying $300 for four 11 according even to the federal government,
12 hundred gallons of oil. Now I'm paying 12 thereisno place to save -- for safe
13 $420 for four hundred gallons of oil. 13 nuclear waste disposal, and we have
14 That'swhy we need safe, healthy, clean, 14 nuclear waste right on our shoreline.
15 performable, reliable energy. 15  Theother thing is evacuation, of
16  Likel said, I'm heretoday for 16 course, anything can happen but thereis
17 support of Indian Point. Thank you, sir, 17 no evacuation plan so we areliving
18 and have anice day. 18 within 50 miles of avery dangerous
19 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 19 situation as we know, and Fukushima can
20 Marty Rgjandran, followed by Rachelle 20 happen here. It can happen here and we
21 Bradt. Please have some decorum and 21 haveto say no. I'm happy that Governor
22 respect. | know there are some different 22 Cuomo does want to close it, but I'm out
23 views here but it's the last few speakers 23 herelooking at it for two yearsand |
24 that are the only ones who received this 24 don't see any real action happening. We
25 treatment. 25 know that this would cause hardship so
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2 there needsto beaplan. What's the 2 evacuation plan, because we cannot be

3 Plan? To close Indian Point now and 3 evacuated. So you have to consider that

4 replace it with some renewable energy 4 fact if you want to save afew dollars on

5 option so that we keep our rates low. 5 your bill. On the other hand, this

6 Thiswould be my fear and my concern. 6 report that has been referred to | would

7 Onfracking, well, I've seen the 7 like Governor Cuomo to look at the report

8 movies Gasland 1 and 2 and I've learned a 8 by an engineer, by Professor Mark

9 lot about fracking and among my concerns 9 Jacobson of Stanford and also Professor
10 on fracking isthat it uses huge, vast 10 Ingraffeaof Cornell University who have
11 amounts of water that then become 11 their life experienceis specificaly
12 unusable to us and as other people have 12 energy engineering technology. They have
13 said, thisis not something that we can 13 spent 20, 30 years of their working life
14 afford to in the future. We need to have 14 to produce a plan how we, as United
15 clean water for our children and our 15 States, can be aleader in technology
16 grandchildren and fracking is not going 16 that we have been in the past, to move
17 to provide thisto our hour children. In 17 away from fossil and nuclear fuels,
18 addition, we have to be concerned about 18 period. We cannot have another solution.
19 what it does to the land and to the air, 19 Any other solution is unrealistic because
20 and we areincreasingly finding what it 20 therewill be no planet to live on.
21 does. 21 So, these engineers conclude their
22 New York isnaturally agreen 22 report whichisin all details, costs are
23 state. It's one of the reasons why | 23 accounted for. They put the factor and
24 came back here. | hope that weinvest in 24 health costs and they come up with a
25 renewable energy resources available and 25 genera plan that's very specific and
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2 that we are hearing about today, and that 2 amounts for New Y ork State 50 percent

3 wegiveincentivesfor green and that we 3 wind, 26 percent solar, 24 percent tidal

4 divest from fossil fuels immediately. 4 geothermal hydroelectric for the

5 Thank you. 5 production of electricity. Thisisonly

6 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 6 electricity, but electricity being the

7  Rachelle Bradt, followed by 7 biggest source of pollution and the one

8 Priscilla Bassett. 8 that isthe easiest where we can replace

9 MS. BRADT: Good morning, I'm 9 gasto fud our power plants with gas, is
10 Rochelle Brant. I'm a member of 10 absolutely absurd and backwards. Thisis
11 Riverside Church Loved Earth community. 11 an old, outdated technology, and
12 I'm amember of Riverside Church Beloved 12 interesting, go back to when Con Edison
13 Church community. We see the issue of 13 started -- | mean, Mr. Edison, Thomas
14 climate change as amoral issue that 14 Alva Edison, the genius, who brought us
15 everybody should be making their top 15 thelight bulb amost didn't happen
16 priority and of course, our government. 16 because the gasindustry of New Y ork
17 First of al, there are misconceptions 17 wanted to sabotage the idea that they
18 about natural gas and nuclear power as 18 could do without gas and they almost made
19 being clean. That has to be debunked. 19 itimpossible to go the first
20 Those sources of energy are not clean. 20 implementation of light bulbs because
21 Infact, they are deadly, both of them 21 they were afraid they would no longer be
22 aredeadly. Thegasisdeadly for water 22 ableto usetheir gasinfrastructure, and
23 and air, and the nuclear can lead any 23 now we're right back at the same problem.
24 moment into a catastrophe none of us will 24  Governor Cuomo, you are aleader,
25 survive. That iswhy thereisno 25 leader of our state. Make New Y ork State
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2 the Empire State and an example of the 2 endangering our land, water, air, and our
3 United States to set an example that 3 socia well-being in our communities.
4 technology can make us survive. We have 4 New York's Energy Plan, and thisis my
5 no other choice. 5 chanceto say this, because we're having
6 MR.RHODES: Priscilla Bassett, 6 thispublic hearing, | may sound off
7 followed by Joan Farber. 7 target somewhat but I'm not, because this
8 MS. BASSETT: Good morning, | have 8 istheissue. New York's Energy Plan
9 sat here wondering whether | should pass 9 must make our state a national renewable
10 and then | remembered that | read about a 10 energy leader and unequivocally say no to
11 week ago that there was a suit filed 11 fracking. Our health, our environment
12 against the State of New Y ork, against 12 and our socia quality of life require
13 the governor, against Commissioner 13 it.
14 Martens by agroup of landholdersin 14 Now, asapostscript, | want to say
15 upstate New Y ork including residents of 15 inmy small community, Grahamsville, New
16 my county, Sullivan County. | thought 16 York, Sullivan County, we have nearby
17 today 1'd be the only person here from 17 Sullivan County Community College which
18 Sullivan County and who am 1? Not the 18 isheated and cooled by geothermal pumps.
19 man inthe street, I'm an old lady on a 19 We have the Daniel Pierce Public Library,
20 country road in Neversink, New York in 20 likewise, geothermal. So thank you very
21 Sullivan County, and we have Jill Weiner 21 much.
22 who is, who has spoken before me so 22 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
23 eoquently and with so much factual 23 Joan Farber, followed by Sam
24 information. What can | say? | can say 24 Tatnall.
25 that I've been part of an effort in my 25 MS. FARBER: My name is Joan Farber
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2 county and in our communities writing 2 and I'm aresident of New Y ork City and
3 letters, going to public hearings, 3 Hancock, New York, whichisright in the
4 lectures, being out on the street, 4 middle of the Marcellus shale. | too am
5 caling for no fracking. We oppose 5 very concerned about the central placein
6 fracking now and in the future. The 6 your plan of natural gas. The earth and
7 socia well-being of our communities, of 7 thelife that supportsit are all we have
8 our county, the health, the environmental 8 and are. Hydro fracking for natural gas
9 costs of horizontal hydraulic fracturing 9 threatensto poison on alarge scale all
10 outweigh the promise of jobsthat the 10 we need for life, namely, the air and the
11 landholders who filed that suit are 11 water that sustainsit. We know how bad
12 concerned with. We too are concerned 12 thisis Colorado, New Mexico and now in
13 with jobs but not at the price of the 13 Pennsylvania, and the illness and
14 health of our country, of our county. 14 pollution we know about there isthe
15  According to the Times Herald 15 result of arelatively short-term effect.
16 Record, Commissioner Martens has recently 16 That isto say, we know about the nerve
17 said that there will be no fracking until 17 damage and the cancers because they have
18 at least April, 19 -- | mean, excuse me, 18 aready occurred. We don't know about
19 2015, 15. 19 thelong-term impact of large
20  Now, on behaf of my family and 20 unretrievable amounts of poisoned water
21 other landholders up there in Sullivan 21 circulating deep under the Earth or about
22 County, and certainly Orange County with 22 the potential genetic changesin humans
23 this new development with a pro fracking 23 and animals because of these toxins
24 facility being built, there are just too 24 released into streams, wetlands and
25 many risks, too high aprice to pay for 25 aquifers, however, we do know from the
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2 Department of Environmental 2 thank you.
3 Conservation's own report that the waste 3 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
4 water that isreturned to the surface 4  Deidre Ahearne followed by Chris
5 from hydrofracking is radioactive beyond 5 Coppa.
6 thelegally safe limits and the available 6 MS. AHEARNE: I'maNew York City
7 water treatment facilities are not 7 resident herein Manhattan and | am a
8 suitable for handling that. How much 8 volunteer with 350NY C and we act for
9 more do we heed to know before we say 9 environmental justice. I'm attending
10 that natural gas should not be donein 10 these hearings today because I'm
11 New York State. 11 passionately concerned about what kind of
12 MR.RHODES: Sam Tatnall followed 12 future we're creating. The President
13 by Audrey Ahearne. 13 said climate change is afact and when
14 MR.TATNALL: I'm Sam Tatnal, New 14 our children's children look usin the
15 York City resident. I'mtrained asa 15 eyeand ask we did all we could to leave
16 physicist and software engineer and in 16 them asafe and more stable world with
17 part my training says one should apply 17 new sources of energy, | want to be able
18 logic wherever possible in one's 18 to say yes, we did. Well, how can we not
19 life-style. Sol look at this problem of 19 believethat this statement should be
20 hydraulic fracturing and | see not only 20 viewed asarhetorical device for
21 the problem of releasing methane and the 21 politicians, but rather asacall for all
22 carbon dioxide that will be generated by 22 citizensto hold our elected officials
23 the burning of it, but I'm really fearful 23 accountable for their votes and actions
24 of poisoning the aquifer or streams, our 24 with regard to energy policy. Right now
25 environment and it's something that 25 we are aso experiencing the daily impact
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2 cannot be cleaned up by a Superfund 2 of climate change with major weather
3 cleanup. We can't go back and say, Oh, 3 disruptions al over the world.
4 oh, we made amistake, let's go and fix 4 Scientists report measurable impacts on
5 it. Once these poisons are put in the 5 biodiversity, sea-level change, and ocean
6 ground, that'sit. We cannot go back. 6 acidification due to climate change.
7 So | am very much opposed to 7 Communities across the United States are
8 hydrofracking and | want to go on record 8 grappling with the environmental
9 assaying so, and | think that we have to 9 devastation and chronic health impacts
10 find alternative sources of energy which, 10 that the aggressive exploitation of
11 inthelong-term, will alow usto 11 fossil fuels has produced. Global
12 sustain our lives. And | just want to 12 economies are floundering under the
13 say that | have colleagues who are 13 weight of these natural disasters and
14 smarter than | am who say, Oh, it'snot a 14 public emergency reserve funds, such as
15 problem. | mean, Y es, we have some 15 FEMA, are serioudly depleted. The
16 climate change but how do you know it's 16 decisionsthat New Y ork State makes now
17 caused by human activity? Well, it's 17 with regard to energy policy can
18 quite obvious to me that the kind of 18 contribute to this continued disgraceful
19 change that has occurred in the last ten, 19 degradation of our planet or it can
20 twenty yearsisnot normal. It's not 20 continue to reverse the conditions that
21 something which it's ever been recorded 21 caused climate change.
22 beforein history so that we must be 22 Specificaly, | want to address
23 responsible for the climate change that 23 these areas from the Plan:
24 isgoing on, and we must change our ways. 24 We need to update our aging
25 Sol just want to add that emphasis, 25 transmission and distribution systems
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2 with new technologies and efficiencies. 2 further increased investmentsin any and
3 The Governor's Energy Highway Initiative 3 all forms of infrastructure, gas
4 isagood concept but how thisis 4 infrastructure, in order to protect our
5 implemented iscritical. Grid 5 familiesfrom fracking. Such
6 modernization will eliminate the 6 infrastructure investments only diverts
7 transmission constraints from upstate to 7 our resources away from where they are
8 downstate and rebalance the supply/demand 8 needed and sends amixed message. We
9 gap. However, the Hudson River Capacity 9 must not collude with the notion that
10 Zone must be strongly rejected. This 10 natural gasisaclean energy. Itisa
11 financial construct, designed by FERC and 11 dangerous and toxic pollutant at every
12 1SOisjust away to manipulate market 12 stage of the production cycle and it
13 prices by creating a Capacity Zone. It 13 contributes to the acceleration of global
14 will place a surcharge on ratepayersin 14 warming, mainly through the rel ease of
15 order to provide incentivesto the 15 methane gas, not to mention the danger of
16 €electricity generatorsto construct new 16 earthquakesthat we're seeing in places
17 gas-fired power plants. Thiswill 17 like Oklahoma. We must recognize that
18 undermine the purpose of grid 18 the harmsto a conversion to natural gas
19 modernization and thwarting the 19 will bring to Minisink, Waywayanda,
20 introduction of renewable sources by 20 Seneca, Port Ambrosg, etc., and take
21 investment in power plants. 21 stepsto move away from that path.
22 Secondly, New York State must turn 22 Increasing New Y ork's reliance on natural
23 away from dirty it and dangerous energy 23 gas commits New Y ork to significant
24 and rapidly increase investmentsin 24 investmentsin unsustainable gas
25 renewable energy and energy efficiency 25 infrastructure that will lock-in reliance
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2 now. The Energy Plan must commit to 2 onfossil fuelsfor decades to come and
3 extending the State's renewable energy 3 open New York up to the destructive and
4 target to insure that 50 percent of New 4 devastating practice of hydraulic
5 York's electric energy comes from 5 fracturing which has disseminated nearby
6 renewable energy sources by 2025, with a 6 states, and significantly it will
7 target of ahundred percent renewables by 7 crowd-out opportunities for increased
8 2035. To accomplish that, the governor's 8 renewable resources which should be the
9 Energy Plan must commit to doubling New 9 single-minded focus of our future Energy
10 York'sland-based wind capacity and 10 Plan. A bold, decisive and aggressive
11 invest in offshore wind this year. 11 investment in al forms of renewable
12 Specifically, the State can purchase 12 energy now will secure our energy future
13 offshore wind power to power Long Island 13 and generate employment in the region.
14 from aproject under development east of 14 Insummary, Governor Cuomo has an
15 Montauk point, and move forward 15 opportunity to lead New Y ork towards a
16 immediately with a project proposed by 16 rational policy shift in favor of
17 the New Y ork Power Authority in the New 17 renewable energy sources and to reduce
18 York wind energy area off the Rockaways. 18 theinvestment of taxpayers money in the
19 Governor Cuomo must say no to the 19 very coal, oil and gas industries that
20 proposed Port Ambrose LNG offshore export 20 arethe major source of carbon pollutants
21 terminal. New York State must invest in 21 inthe atmosphere. Every energy decision
22 wind turbines not LNG tankers. Thisplan 22 must be judged by the extent to which it
23 cites overreliance on the expansion of 23 contributes to climate change through
24 natural gas, however, New Y ork must ban 24 increased carbon and methane emissions or
25 fracking now, and must move away from 25 provides a solution to the climate
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2 emergency. The Governor must step up to 2 carbon dioxide. Comparabletestingin
3 the challenge and instruct his energy 3 other cities throughout the nation show
4 team to reject projects and plansthat do 4 gimilar findings.
5 not meet hislitmustest. The voters and 5  Emissions were measured using a
6 the children of the future will take note 6 cavity ring-down laser spectrometer
7 of hisactions. Thank you. 7 driving over 160 miles of Manhattan
8 MR.RHODES: Thank you. 8 streets. Theresultsindicate 8.6
9  Chris Coppa followed by Gregory 9 billion cubic feet ayear of methaneis
10 Grant. 10 leaked from Manhattan and lost to the
11 MS. COPPA: Chris Coppafrom Staten 11 atmosphere. The 2013 Intergovernmental
12 Idland. It took me about two hours to 12 Panel for Climate Change makes methane 84
13 get here, and | just want to say | want 13 times more potent a greenhouse gas than
14 to -- I'm against fracking now and in the 14 carbon dioxide over a 20 year-period. In
15 future. | think it's damaging to the 15 global warming terms, Manhattan's yearly
16 environment, the climate, the water, the 16 methane emissions are equivalent to
17 earth, everything, and it'sreally bad. 17 14,112000 metric tons of carbon dioxide.
18 It'sdamaging to our health, and redlly, 18 What isthat like? It'slike almost 3
19 it'spollution. So everyone has said it 19 million more carsin Manhattan a year, or
20 so I'm not going to reiterate what has 20 a 3.6 coa plants.
21 aready been said. But | wanted to say 21 Methaneis odorless and colorless.
22 my peace. Thank you. 22 It'slighter than air and easily escapes
23 MR. RHODES: Thank you very much. 23 when given the opportunity. While
24  Gregory Grant, followed by Rebecca 24 natural gas burns about half as dirty as
25 Smith. 25 coal, mounting evidence shows gasto be
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2 Rebecca Smith, in that case, 2 worse than other fossil fuels precisely
3 followed by Ruth Hardinger, please. 3 because of its propensity to leak every
4 MS. SMITH: Good morning, my name 4 stage from drill site to distribution.
5 is Rebecca Smith. I'm representing -- my 5  How much can the system leak before
6 name is Rebecca Smith, thank you for 6 methane leaks make it worse than burning
7 getting my name right. 7 coa? Atthedrill sitefor many 3.2
8  I'mrepresenting Damascus Citizens 8 percentisthelimit. Atthedrill
9 For Sustainability. The Energy Plan 9 site-- these arereally low numbers --
10 demonstrates a bias for natural gas 10 2.3 percent that was registered in
11 energy that is not based on fact. We 11 Denver, Julesberg Fossil formation.
12 will show that mounting evidence now 12 Transport: Thisisthelow number,
13 indicates that methane gas |eakage rates 13 1.4 percent.
14 throughout the natural gas lifetime make 14  Digtribution: The Manhattan study
15 gasenergy adriver for climate change, 15 estimates more than five percent.
16 not acleaner fuel that slows it down. 16 Measured leaks from Manhattan alone lost
17  The 2013 gas-- in 2013 Gas Safety, 17 2.8 percent of the entire Con Edison
18 Inc. released three studies on fugitive 18 system while representing only one-third
19 methane emissions in Manhattan. 19 of itscustomers. If the entire customer
20 Commissioned by Damascus Citizens for 20 baseleaked only half as much as
21 Sustainability, these reports show that 21 Manhattan the rate would be 5.72 percent.
22 Manhattan existsin acloud of elevated 22 If we add atogether the lower estimates
23 levels of methane produced almost 23 for drill site transport and distribution
24 entirely by pipeline leaks. Methaneisa 24 we have a 9.2 percent emissions.
25 greenhouse gas far more potent than 25  The Draft Energy Plan failsto
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2 provide adequate measurements for methane 2 First of al, thank you for this hearing.
3 inthe atmosphere. Appendix 1 from the 3 Thiscomment period is really too short
4 Emissions from Energy does not reference 4 and extension to April is not enough.
5 methane. Appendix 4, Historical Trends 5 Thiscomment period needs to be extended
6 for air Pollutants lists eight different 6 for six months, total.
7 resultsfor pollutants. Nothing about 7  Threedays ago John Kerry compared
8 methane. It cites2011 NY SERDA asgiving 8 climate change to a weapon of mass
9 al.7 percent emissions rate from 9 destruction.
10 transmission and distribution alone. The 10  Methaneisashort-lived climate
11 Manhattan report shows more than five 11 forcing greenhouse gas. You heard alot
12 percent at distribution. 12 about it. Last fall the IPCC, the
13 Ultimately, it isimpossible to 13 Intergovernmental Panel for Climate
14 know exactly how much methane is leaked 14 Change, stated that if we emphatically
15 from complex processes over the natural 15 reduced these emissions we could slow
16 gaslife cycle nationwide. However, it 16 down human-caused climate change
17 iscertain that there are many 17 imperiling our pressure Earth.
18 opportunities for leakage in the system. 18  What does it mean that methaneisa
19 The enormous disappointments of the 19 potent greenhouse gas? By comparison to
20 Manhattan and other urban emissions 20 weight, it's actually moved from 86 -- to
21 studiesisthat they provide actual 21 86 pounds and even predicting up to a
22 measured data of leakage at distribution. 22 hundred pounds, 86 pounds of methaneis
23 That means not EPA estimates of estimates 23 like one pound of carbon dioxide.
24 of estimates. It meansdata. We cannot 24 Methane functions like weight. Sun's
25 expect industry to fix all these leaks or 25 raysland on the ground, methane holds
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2 operate within the safety tolerances of a 2 that heat down 86 times more than carbon
3 laboratory. 3 dioxidein thefirst 20 years of its
4  So what's the down side of taking a 4 presence.
5 risk on natural gas? Enormous. The New 5  On page 55 of the New York State
6 York State Energy Plan that we're 6 plan it brings up the United Nations plan
7 discussing today states the following: 7 to, short-lived climate forcers
8 "Rising atmospheric greenhouse gas 8 collaborating with industry. It implies
9 concentrations are rapidly approaching 9 that after 20 years methane goes away,
10 thelevel at which scientists project 10 whichisnot correct. Methane degrades
11 that severe consequences are likely." 11 and convertsinto carbon dioxide and
12 Because extreme global warming isalife 12 continues to have global warning
13 or death conscience, responsible policy 13 potential for a century or more. The
14 cannot approve natural gas as an energy 14 United Nations and New Y ork State should
15 source. Thetimeto replace fossil fuels 15 stop development and address the vast
16 with renewablesisnow. New York State 16 amount of abandoned wells leaking methane
17 must aggressively transition out of 17 in New York State and everywhere, plus
18 natural gas and other fossil fuels and 18 the oceans. That's methane leaks.
19 make areal commitment to renewable 19  Slick marketing of shalegasasa
20 energy. Thank you. 20 clean natural gasis pervasivein this
21 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 21 plan. Where'sthe evidence that it's
22 Ruth Hardinger, followed by 22 clean? And maybe 50 percent less carbon
23 PramillaMalick. 23 dioxide when burned is not an effective
24  MS.HARDINGER: My nameis Ruth 24 climate change advantage. |sthiswhat
25 Hardinger. Hello, can you hear that? 25 we're basing policies on? The IPCC says
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2 by 2050 if we continue using shale gas 2 City planisto figure out a better way
3 temperatures will rise at least 2 degrees 3 to provide energy, the report pushes
4 centigrade which isalmost 4 degrees 4 substantiated health problems about
5 Farenheit. 5 hydrofracking for gas, pushes them into
6 Shalegasisnot clean for health 6 the background. Widely documented water
7 and environment and it's escalating 7 contamination, the lack of safe placesto
8 climate instability. 8 dispose of radioactive waste from
9 Making gassafeisnot aredistic 9 drilling, endocrine disruptors causing
10 goal. It will cost at least amillion 10 birth defectsin wildlife and now
11 dollars amileto replace urban 11 documented in human births are only three
12 distribution lines. New Y ork City has 12 examples of the many tragic events. Also
13 over 4,320 miles of pipeline. Thereare 13 asthmaand other respiratory diseases are
14 over 2.5 million miles of pipelinein the 14 caused by ground-level ozone whichisa
15 United States, and half of them are over 15 product of methane.
16 50yearsold. Inwhat timeframe are 16  Many scientists say that we don't
17 theseleaky lines going to be replaced? 17 have 20 years to address global warming.
18 And cutting pipes causes more emissions. 18 Digging up the earth and spending
19 The so-called green completion wells 19 trillions of money or more on
20 would still produce .4 percent leakage at 20 infrastructure that will only support gas
21 best, so multiply that times by how many 21 extraction for afew decadesisalosing
22 hundreds of thousands of wells? 22 dtrategy. New York Plan should delete
23 Continuing adding more short-lived 23 use and infrastructure development of
24 climate-forcing gasto the atmosphere, it 24 natural gas from this agenda and focus on
25 does not address toxic and methane 25 building renewable energy and increasing
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2 migration caused by faulty installations 2 efficiency.
3 or fractured well casings. And there's 3 Our government must use the
4 venting. And thereisventing, leakage 4 precautionary principle and take
5 and flaring. North Dakota has already 5 precautionary measures. We have no time
6 flared 35 percent of its production. 6 for an expensivefix, falsefix, that
7 Thereisno way thisis sustainable. 7 will fail to solve these fossil fuels
8  Neither industry or EPA hastaken 8 problemsthat are causing man-made
9 substantive methane emissions 9 weapons of mass destruction. New Y ork
10 measurements. Their reports on methane 10 State, don't go backwards.
11 quantities are largely based on business 11 MR.RHODES: PramillaMalick,
12 deduction allowances for |eakage and 12 followed by --
13 estimates, not actual measurements. The 13 MS. MALICK: | actualy, | know a
14 elevated methane levels measured in the 14 lot of people. | would like to address
15 fugitive emissions studies such as the 15 some of these issues to the members of
16 New York City report, Washington D.C. and 16 the board that are here. So I'm going to
17 Boston, while they may appear to be small 17 facethem and | apologize.
18 amounts, add up to amounts that escalate 18 My nameisPramillaMallick and I'm
19 climate change. These emissions are part 19 hereto testify on behalf of myself asa
20 of the newly understood status that 20 citizen of this great state and on behal f
21 natural gasisworse than coal for 21 of two grassroots, all-volunteer
22 climate change. Gas effortswill provide 22 community organizations from the lower
23 huge amounts of money to the industry, it 23 Hudson Valley, Protect Orange County and
24 will not benefit life. Isthat the goal? 24 Stop Minisink Compression Station.
25  Whilethe purpose of this New Y ork 25 I'dliketo thank the Planning
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2 Board for giving me the opportunity to 2 economic development, health, safety and
3 comment on these proceedings. | am here 3 welfare, environmental quality and energy
4 today specifically to comment on 4 costsfor consumers, specifically
5 initiatives 6, 8 and 9 in the Plan which 5 low-income consumers. These are some of
6 explicitly promotes the acceleration and 6 theissues! will testify on today.
7 expansion of natura gas, including il 7 Minisink isasmall middle-class
8 to gas conversion and infrastructure for 8 community about an hour outside New Y ork
9 gastransmission and distribution. 9 City. In 2006 it was unfortunateto lie
10 Although it remains undecided if New Y ork 10 directly in the path of one of New Y ork's
11 State will allow high-volume hydraulic 11 largest pipeline, the Millennium
12 fracturing, our state has already seen a 12 Pipeline. From 2006 onwards the
13 steady expansion of gasinfrastructurein 13 residents of Minisink, aswell as New
14 the past few yearsin order to facilitate 14 York residents all along the 182 mile
15 the transportation of shale gasfrom 15 pipeline have been under siege by this
16 Pennsylvaniato downstate markets such as 16 predatory and irresponsible company which
17 New York City. Unfortunately, my 17 haslittle or no regulatory oversight or
18 community of Minisink in Orange County 18 restraints. In 2006 during construction
19 has been on the front lines of that 19 the company tore up farmland and private
20 expansion and our experiences over the 20 lawns, creating permanent damage to
21 past few years served as a critical 21 irrigation and drainage systems. Their
22 warning for our elected officials and 22 unfulfilled promises to repair the damage
23 regulatorsthat such apath isfilled 23 disappeared into a 1-800 voice mail.
24 with great risks that must be identified 24 During construction several faulty wells
25 and understood before we take one further 25 were identified by aroutine inspection
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2 stepinthisdirection. | wish | could 2 and ordered repaired. Instead of
3 say that our experiences are atypical. 3 repairing the wells, they buried them
4 But based upon accounts from other 4 deep in the ground where they remain to
5 communities across the country, they are 5 thisday leaking methane, afar more
6 al too common. And because this plan 6 potent greenhouse gas than cO2, along
7 will have permanent and irreversible 7 with radioactive condensate, into our
8 impacts upon my community and other 8 farmlands, our wetlands and other
9 communitiesin the lower Hudson Valley, | 9 sensitiveterrain. Wein Minisink can
10 would liketo reiterate with the woman 10 frequently smell the foul odor of sulfur,
11 from Rockland County had requested, that 11 and then there isthe constant and ever
12 you hold public hearingsin the lower 12 present hum from the high-pressure
13 Hudson Valley so that my neighbors can 13 pipelines.
14 also come before you and testify. Itis 14 In 2011 they targeted our
15 important for you to know the 15 communities again. Thistime for 12,260
16 implicationsfor New Y ork residents and 16 horsepower gas compressor station
17 communities when you propose a policy 17 allegedly to serve the increasing demand
18 that will have both immediate aswell as 18 for New York City as Con Edison promoted
19 long-term impacts and indeed, Article 6, 19 oil to gas conversion. This plant was
20 the Article 6 energy law which isthe 20 sited smack inthe middle of a
21 basisfor these proceedings, mandates 21 residential areawith 200 homes within a
22 that you consider and address these 22 half-mile of the facility on protected
23 issues, specifically 6-104.2K callsfor 23 farmland, aswell as on anationa
24 quote, An assessment of the impacts of 24 historic site.
25 the implementation of aplan upon 25  Our community isaDistrict 2
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2 agricultural areawhich should be free 2 pollution as one of the greatest public
3 from even the most benign industria 3 health risks emanating from natural gas
4 development. It was approved by FERC, 4 development. An even more recent
5 the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 5 Colorado study which was looking at fetal
6 despite being in complete violation of 6 health, found a great incidence of birth
7 our local zoning laws because an 7 defects among populations living near all
8 interstate project preempts local zoning 8 types of natural gas development,
9 pursuant to the Natural Gas Act, 9 including infrastructure. All the toxins
10 therefore, it's important to understand 10 identified in this study are currently
11 that interstate pipeline facilities 11 spewing out of the compressor station in
12 render home rule moot and meaningless. 12 Minisink. The study states, quote, Some
13 New York isahome-rule state and thisis 13 of these pollutants, example, toluene,
14 acore principle here, yet this Draft 14 xylenes, and benzene are suspected
15 Energy Plan directly conflicts with that 15 mutagens and are known to cross the
16 principle. Thisplan would result in 16 placenta and expose adeveloping fetus.
17 greater consumption of natural gas which 17 It goesto add, Currently, there are few
18 iscontingent on greater interstate 18 studies on the effects of air pollution
19 pipeline capacity. Furthermore, al 19 or natural gas development on birth
20 pipelinesrequire compressor stations 20 outcomes.
21 every 40 to ahundred miles and metering 21 Another report released just afew
22 dtations are usually positioned every ten 22 days ago by the Weather Channel that
23 miles, each becoming a hew source of 23 looks at impactsin the Eagle Ford Shale
24 pollution emitting highly toxic 24 region also identifies emerging evidence
25 carcinogens and neurotoxins along with 25 of health impacts from natural gas
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2 radioactive particles. As minor sources 2 infrastructure, the growing problem of
3 they areindividually permitted and asa 3 air pollution and the difficulty in
4 result, evade many air quality 4 monitoring those impacts. Quote, Plumes
5 regulations, but their cumulative effects 5 of contaminated air move with the wind.
6 are many times greater than that of other 6 Some of the chemicals break down in
7 major sources of emission that would 7 sunlight or react with other pollutants
8 requireaTitleV permit. | am going to 8 to form new compounds. The evidence
9 submit, along with my testimony for the 9 disappears quickly while the health
10 record, areport on public health impacts 10 effects may linger, end quote.
11 of the Minisink Compressor Station 11 It'saarming that the symptoms
12 presented by Wilma Subra, aformer EPA 12 described in this report on the Eagle
13 scientist. Although the State health 13 Ford region, nosebleeds, rashes,
14 commissioner, Dr. Shah, isreviewing 14 headaches, nausea and respiratory
15 health impacts from the extraction 15 difficulties are the same things that's
16 process of fracking, heis not addressing 16 now being experienced in Minisink and the
17 the health impacts from the 17 same symptoms now reported in
18 infrastructure, which is already under 18 Pennsylvania. It's the same chemicals
19 way in New York State. This, despite the 19 and the same symptoms. We are on the
20 fact that many of those same studies he's 20 precipice of apublic health catastrophe
21 currently reviewing identify adverse 21 and you have alega and moral obligation
22 health impacts from gas infrastructure. 22 to regject any plan that creates any risks
23 Infact, study after study in the past 23 to public health and safety anywhere, be
24 year, including the Colorado School of 24 it New York, beit Pennsylvania, be it
25 Public Health study, identified air 25 Ohio, beit anywhere. Air and wind do
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2 not recognize any political borders. The 2 addressed in the federal siting process.
3 interstate board is actually meaningless 3 Thereisno binding regulation of
4 to the pollutants that travel in air and 4 agreement that compels FERC to consider
5 wind. The use of natural gas also 5 issues of safety when siting an
6 presentstheissue of volatility in two 6 interstate facility, and indeed, they
7 important ways. First and foremost, from 7 don't. And the Pipeline and Hazardous
8 apublic health perspective natural gas 8 Material Safety Administration is not
9 ishighly volatile. Inthe past year 9 involved in the siting process at all.
10 aone there have been over 30 major 10 Inour case, we had a prominent pipeline
11 pipelineincidents. And in fact, the 11 engineer, Richard Kuprewics, testified
12 Millennium Pipeline, parent company 12 that the Minisink Compressor Station
13 NiSource, was the owner of the recent gas 13 would create too much pressure on the
14 pipeline explosion in Sissonville, West 14 pipeline creating a high risk of
15 Virginiathat melted a portion of an 15 explosion greater than San Bruno
16 entire higher along with several homes. 16 explosion that killed eight peoplein
17 Compressor stations are especially 17 Cdlifornia
18 volatile because of the large number of 18 | remind you that there are 200
19 valvesthat resultsin excessive leaking. 19 families with hundreds of young children
20 Again, catastrophic for climate change 20 living within a half mile of this
21 with methane in the 20-year term being at 21 facility. Thistestimony wasignored by
22 least 86 times worse than cO2. And 22 FERC. When the same information was
23 please find attached to my testimony a 23 brought to the attention of PHM SA they
24 list of compressor station explosions and 24 responded that they do not maintain
25 firesjust within the past year. 25 records on the maximum allowable pressure
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2 Although our compressor station is 2 on the pipeline and deferred to the New
3 relatively new, it connectsto the 3 York Public Services Commission who then
4 Windsor Compressor Station in Windsor, 4 stated they could not locate those
5 New York, which has been plagued by 5 records. Thisisconsistent with a
6 problems, and on every such occasion the 6 pattern of complete lack of any type of
7 entire Millennium Pipeline that connects 7 oversight over these facilities.
8 toit, including our compressor station, 8  On Christmas Eve and Christmas
9 needsto be emptied releasing large 9 morning, again, a noxious odor filled the
10 quantities of methane and other chemicals 10 arin Minisink. Thiswasyet again
11 and hydrocarbons into the atmosphere. In 11 unscheduled, undocumented and unaccounted
12 the station's permit they allege only 12 for release. When | contacted our county
13 four blow down eventsin ayear, but 13 emergency response office to request
14 because of al the problems, they have 14 information on what had been released and
15 had four in just two months. None of 15 the amount, | wastold no report was
16 these are calculated by the State when 16 filed, no report was requested, and next
17 they calculate greenhouse gas emissions, 17 timejust call the company.
18 or other air quality assessments. 18  Already some of my neighborsin
19  Thevolatility isintrinsic to the 19 Minisink have been forked to leave their
20 gasand the volatility combined awith 20 homes. The sameis happeningin Green
21 high-leakage rates and extremely high 21 County, Pennsylvania where arecent
22 operating pressures in these pipelines 22 Chevron well exploded and burned for five
23 make al natural gas pipelines an extreme 23 days. The sameis happening in Dimock,
24 public hazard. Anditiscritical to 24 Pennsylvania, Windsor, New Y ork, Hancock,
25 know these safety concerns are never 25 New York. Peopleare being forced to
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2 leave their homes. Because of fracking 2 thegoal of that executive order because

3 we have anew phenomenon in the United 3 the project was able to receive all the

4 States America, internally displaced 4 State permits it needed.

5 persons. 5 Ontheissue of price volatility,

6 Andfinaly, thereistheissue of 6 the U.S. Energy Information

7 greenhouse gas emissions. Former 7 Administration just issued areport afew

8 Governor Paterson signed executive order 8 days ago which said, quote, Natural gas

9 24 which requires New Y ork State to 9 priceswill risein the near termin part
10 reduce total greenhouse gas emissions by 10 dueto increased demand by industrial
11 80 percent to 1990 levels. Mesting this 11 customers and eventually, demand for
12 goal would be entirely impossible with 12 exportsfrom liquified natural gas, LNG,
13 further development of natural gas, which 13 facilities. The clarity of this
14 would again necessitate interstate 14 statement isin sharp contrast to the
15 facilities. Once again, Minisink serves 15 ambiguity on the subject of LNG exports
16 asatelling example of what to expect in 16 on cost analysisin the Draft Energy
17 such ascenario. During the siting 17 Plan. Analysts and industry are equally
18 process of the compressor station the 18 clear on thisforecast aswell. Again,
19 community of Minisink was ableto 19 Minisink serves as atelling example.
20 identify an alternative plan which would 20 Millennium's parent company, NiSource,
21 have till met the company's stated 21 aong with the shipper, Mitsui
22 needs, yet require the compressor station 22 Corporation, have both announced publicly
23 half the size on property aready owned 23 to their shareholders that they will soon
24 by the company. It was rejected by both 24 have access to international markets
25 the company and FERC on the false basis 25 though export facilities.
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2 of costs. But what would that have meant 2 Solest you fool yourself into

3 for New York State? It would have meant 3 believing you can regulate our state out

4 50 percent less greenhouse gas emissions, 4 of this enormous quagmire or some tool

5 24 hours a day, seven days aweek, 50 5 will solve the problems created by

6 percent less global warming potential. 6 natural gas, I'm hereto tell you that no

7 Yesagain, dueto federal preemption, New 7 such animal exists. Regulations are

8 York State has no ahility, and in fact 8 meaningless because the State could never

9 desire, to select the project that would 9 have the manpower to enforce them, given
10 be more consistent with our stated goal. 10 thethousands of miles of pipelines.
11 MR.RHODES: Ms. Madlick, I'm sorry, 11 State-of-art tools, such as smart pigs
12 your time has been up for some time. 12 have proved remedial at best. | submit
13 Would you -- 13 here arecent article headlined "Pipeline
14 MS. MALICK: Who isthe next 14 leak detection still doesn't work," and
15 speaker? 15 we know this because they are constantly
16 MR.RHODES: I'm sorry? 16 picking the pipelinein Minisink trying
17 MS. MALICK: Who isthe next 17 to find the faulty wells that they buried
18 speaker? 18 afew years ago and they have not been
19  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: | yield my 19 ableto dothat. Neither the technology
20 time. 20 nor the regulations did defy the laws of
21 MR.RHODES: Okay, the next speaker 21 physics and chemistry and for that matter
22 vyields her time, okay. 22 hiology. These problemsareintrinsic to
23  MS MALICK: Again, New York State, 23 the gasthrough its complete life cycle.
24 again, has no ability and again, no 24 My community, Minisink, isin many
25 desireto attempt to meet that executive, 25 ways the paper upon which thisplanis
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2 being written. Initiative 8 calls for 2 process comment. The reason for the time
3 quote, Accelerate, securing of critical 3 limit isthat we keep getting requests to
4 infrastructure to insure the safety, 4 gpeak, they keep coming in, and asa
5 security and reliability of an 5 courtesy to al of the people who have
6 increasingly complex and interconnected 6 shown up, | will try to abide by the
7 energy system including transportation, 7 proposition that if you have more to say
8 liquid fuels, electricity and natural gas 8 we can resume at the end but would like
9 infrastructure, end quote. All of this 9 to go through thelist out of respect for
10 isalready converging upon my once 10 the people that keep submitting their
11 pristine community in anticipation of 11 names.
12 this plan, with now an imminent gas-fired 12 (Recess)
13 power plant hoping to connect to the 13 MR. RHODES: Can we have Barbara
14 compressor station by yet another 14 Harris? Everybody please take your seat
15 unscrupulous company, Competitive Power 15 or find away to pay attention to our
16 Ventures. All thisin acommunity which 16 resuming speaker.
17 provides much of the food and dairy 17  MS. HARRIS: Asyoull seel
18 products consumed by NYS. And you know, 18 crossed out much of my talk becauseit's
19 they refer to usin the permitting 19 been said and if you haven't heard it
20 process as host communities, and I'm here 20 yet --
21 totell you we are not host communities. 21 MR.RHODES: Excuse me, please,
22 We are communities being held hostage. 22 it'simportant that we have one
23 Thisis neither safe, secure nor 23 conversation, so out of respect for Ms.
24 reliable, but we do have an dternative 24 Harass, please.
25 path forward. Luckily, we'renotina 25 MS HARRIS: My nameisBarbara
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2 situation where we must necessarily 2 Harrisand I'm amember of a grassroots
3 assumethoserisks. Luckily, renewables 3 organization as many of usare. It's
4 as documented in the Jacobson study 4 called the Alliance for a Green Economy,
5 reference many times today, along with 5 New York City. There'saso an Alliance
6 efficiency and conservation programs can 6 for aGreen Economy in New York State,
7 meet al of our energy needs. It'sa 7 and our short name is AGREE, and | think
8 false perception. There's more than 8 in thisroom we have many, many groups,
9 enough capacity in the system. We have a 9 all many grassroots, that agree with us
10 distribution problem, we don't have a 10 and have given incredibly passionate and
11 capacity problem, and rather than creat a 11 educational information to you, and | am
12 new unnecessary capacity to give a market 12 not the technical person to have reviewed
13 to fracking companiesin Pennsylvaniawho 13 your documents. One of our members, Bob
14 have no market, we ought to be converting 14 Alpert, spoke yesterday in Brooklyn so
15 the energy that we have today into 15 hisremarks are on the record, but | just
16 renewables, which would not endanger 16 wanted to talk about my part here.
17 public health and safety, and luckily, we 17 AGREE isaloca codlition
18 do not need to have sacrifice zones such 18 promoting a citywide transition to
19 asMinisink. A policy which merely 19 renewable energy with sustainable energy
20 tradesoil, coal or nuclear for natural 20 sources. We support the closure of
21 gas, ismerely trading poisons and 21 Indian Paint for environmental, safety
22 trading victims. It'snot apolicy or a 22 and public health reasons, and I'll give
23 plan. It'smerely apretext and 23 away my age, but | wasup in Cortland in
24 posturing. Thank you. 24 Buchanan with Pete Seeger 40 years ago,
25 MR.RHODES: Thank you. Just a 25 we said, Don't build Indian Point here,
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2 it'stheleast place one could think of 2 concerns, and our concerns.

3 putting up anuclear plant. It'snot 3 | havethegray hair, asothersin

4 what we need. It's not what the people 4 theroom. We're thinking about the next

5 want. We should still be singing but 5 generation and our kids and if we don't

6 fortunately we are here we're here -- 6 doit whenwill it get done? It hasto

7 thank you -- to speak out to close down 7 get done. We haveto close down Indian

8 Indian Point, which is our main focus. 8 Point. Replacement power isavailable,

9  Earlier there was an incident, sort 9 alternatives. We have so many friends:
10 of alittleincident in the room where 10 we have wind, we have air, we have water,
11 the microphones didn't work. That was 11 and we have geothermal. Actualy, this
12 simply rectified by getting the right 12 has been an educational experience for
13 technical person and plugging afew 13 me. I'm aretired educator and | can't
14 thingsin. Yesterday, from the freedom 14 tell you how much I've learned today from
15 tower, iciclesfell, not expected, and it 15 the other speakers. They've got it down.
16 was very dangerous and they closed the 16 Thisstateis concerned. How many groups
17 streets and Wall Street and they closed 17 arethere? How many concerns are there?
18 streetsto the subway. They quickly put 18 You know, I'm so used to being a teacher
19 up scaffolding so people wouldn't be 19 I'm expecting someone to respond and
20 hurt, and it was chaos. Okay, those were 20 raise hisor her hand. That's what we
21 incidences that were taken care of . 21 need, that response. We need that
22 Indian Point isold, it'sworn out, it's 22 positive response that you hear us, that
23 leaky, it'son afault, it's ready to go, 23 you're ready to go, and you have the
24 itslicenseisup. Why wasitslicense 24 resources. | livein New York City. |
25 extended? If you're driving acar and 25 was born in the Bronx, raised in the
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2 your licenseis up you're not driving a 2 Bronx, I'm educated until the City, |

3 car. If you even have onelight out on a 3 live here now. It'sacity that can be

4 car you're going to get aviolation. 4 green and it'sacity ready for

5 Indian Pointisaviolation. It's 5 renewables and they are therein our

6 against the best interests of any of our 6 power and our money and our finances and

7 citizens. There's no evacuation plan, 7 inour heartsto make that happen. So

8 it'sal been said. They talked about 8 Alliance For a Green Economy urges you,

9 aready the Jacobson plan, we have enough 9 the State, the government; those in
10 energy to 2020, there are many resources 10 power, those who have say so, those who
11 and renewables and alternatives. People 11 have the power of the pen and the
12 arelooking at, we've been talking about 12 intellect to shut down Indian Point now
13 renewables forever, and now's the time. 13 and work for renewables, let's get them
14 It'sactually thetime. You seeworld 14 chucking. They'll create more jobs, more
15 conditions, you see what's happening, you 15 money. They'll create a good spirit and
16 see our weather and you see an old plant, 16 aclean environment and what we must do
17 Indian Point whose time has come, and we 17 for our next generations. Thank you very
18 don't want to wait anymore. We're 18 much.
19 relying on you, we're relying on Governor 19 MR. RHODES: Thank you very much.
20 Cuomo, and | think his heart'sthere. He 20  Philip Misegaas, followed by David
21 just needsto put his power there to say 21 Anderson and believe me, we are hearing
22 Entergy should be over. They're closing 22 you, thank you.
23 down in other areas. They should not be 23 Mr. Anderson is passing.
24 here. We haveto think of the people's 24  Philip Misegaas.
25 needs before corporate needs and people's 25 MR.MISEGAAS: My nameis Philip
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2 Misegaas director of the Hudson River 2 Inaddition, thefinal plan must

3 Program at Riverkeeper. Riverkeeper's 3 scale up renewable energy. The Draft

4 been working for over 40 yearsto help to 4 Plan includes a draft commitment to 2025

5 restore the Hudson. We've been working 5 to arenewable energy portfolio. The

6 for over 40 yearsto protect and restore 6 Plan should direct the PSC, the Public

7 the Hudson River and also to protect the 7 Service Commission, to issue an order by

8 drinking water supply for over 9 million 8 the year-end 2014 that targets meeting

9 New York City resident. And | have afew 9 half of the State's electricity demand
10 comments. Intheinterest of timewe 10 with renewable energy by 2025.

11 will befiling written comments as well. 11 Moving onto to hydrofracking and

12 To beginwith, the Plan's 12 natural gas, the Plan should not endorse

13 greenhouse plan reduction targets are a 13 expanding access to natura gas but

14 good start, but New Y ork must establish a 14 should promote an aggressive transition

15 2018 target to get on the path to meeting 15 to renewable energy sources to reduce

16 the 80 2050 goal. New Y ork should 16 reliance on fossil fuels. Expanding the

17 establish near and midterm targets to 17 use of natural gas puts communities at

18 help achieve ayear over year economy 18 risk. Our Riverkeeper supports New

19 wide greenhouse gas reductions to meet 19 York's efforts to reduce the use of

20 Governor Cuomo'slong-term goals. The 20 petroleum products for heating buildings.

21 2018 target of 14 percent reduction from 21 We cannot support replacing those

22 2011 levels and 20 percent reduction by 22 products with natural gas. Recent

23 2021 would insure the State is on the 23 increasesin U.S. production of natural

24 appropriate path to comply with long-term 24 gas have been made possible through the

25 emissions reduction goals. 25 use of hydrofracking which has been
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2 Inaddition, the term carbon should 2 discussed prominently here today and

3 beclarified in the Energy Plan and 3 which we all know can be devastating for

4 referred to as cO2 equivaent. Other 4 communities. Fracking can cause

5 greenhouse gases such as methane, which 5 emissions of a number of harmful

6 has been mentioned prominently here 6 pollutants, including volatile organic

7 today, are more potent than cO2 and 7 compounds and carcinogens, and as our

8 science hasillustrated that a 8 neighborsin Pennsylvania have seen,

9 comprehensive approach greenhouse gas 9 fracking carries the risk of brown ground
10 reductionsis necessary to mitigate 10 and water contamination from construction
11 climate change. Extending and expanding 11 spills and improper waste water disposal.
12 the State's renewable energy and 12 Natural gasisnot aclean fuel. Methane
13 energy-efficiency programsis critical to 13 emissions associated with natural gas
14 meeting greenhouse gastargets. The 14 extraction production, processing,

15 Draft Plan includes a state commitment to 15 transport and infrastructure contribute

16 2020 to energy efficient programs which 16 to climate change. These methane

17 arecurrently set to expire 2015. All 17 emissions can undercut the climate and

18 thistimeisessential to provide certain 18 reduction of cO2 from the use of natura
19 commitment for utilities and others. 19 gas because methaneis at least 72 times
20 This commitment must be coupled with 20 more potent as a greenhouse gas than cO2
21 targets and dollar budgets to capture all 21 over a20 year-period. A number of

22 cost-effective energy efficiency across 22 resent studies shown and have found that
23 sectors, and that includes Con Edison 23 the amount methane currently emitted into
24 that mentioned the great cost 24 the atmosphere from the natural gas

25 effectiveness of energy efficiency. 25 supply change has been consistently
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2 underestimated by regulators and high 2 with renewing Indian Point because |
3 enough in combination with GHC emissions 3 think it's way too dangerous for al of
4 from other sectorsto push us towards the 4 usin New York City and New York State
5 climate'stipping point in the next 20 or 5 and the country. We don't need another
6 30years. 6 Fukushima closer to home.
7  Finaly, on the natural gasissue, 7  Thankyou. Sol'maclinical
8 increasing use of natural gas can delay 8 psychologist in Manhattan on the upper
9 transition to renewable resources giving 9 west side and resident of Manhattan on
10 the massiveinfrastructure investments 10 the upper west side, so I'm going to
11 that are beginning to happen, they should 11 speak in my capacity asaclinical
12 bediverted to renewables and not wasted 12 psychologist. You might ask yourself,
13 on natural gas. 13 what does this have to do with the
14  Findly, | want to make a comment 14 purpose of today's event? Well, asa
15 about Indian Point. | think I'm doing 15 psychologist | volunteer sometimes with
16 okay ontime. 16 the New York City Medical Reserve Corps
17 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: About a 17 when there'sacrisis and everybody knows
18 half-a-minute. 18 Super Storm Sandy was amajor crisisin
19 MR. MISEGAAS:. Half-a-minute, okay, 19 New York. | went and spent timein an
20 that'sall | need. 20 energy shelter that was created after
21 Riverkeeper isactively opposing 21 that event and what | learned was very
22 therelicensing of Indian Point, support 22 profound. The people who are most
23 the State's effortsin that regard, and | 23 affected by Super Storm Sandy in an
24 think it's important to note that Indian 24 immediate sense were people who were
25 Point has aready been denied a couple of 25 poor, who were on the edge already
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2 key federal permits from the State of New 2 functioning and | want to speak to my
3 York that they would need to get 3 memory of an experience with a particular
4 relicensed. So while we appreciate that 4 family, but there were many | could be
5 Energy Plan considers the potential 5 gpeaking about today.
6 closing of Indian Point, we think it 6 Thisshelter wasin avery large
7 should go a step forward and actively 7 public schoal. It was only open for the
8 clarify that the plant islikely to close 8 weekend, so people were flooding in from
9 inthe near future, it will not get the 9 all over New York, Queens, Long Island.
10 permitsit needs and as the Public 10 | don't know how they got there, but they
11 Service Commission process is under way 11 werethere, and there were many who were
12 and there are plans under way and well 12 already homeless before the storm, but
13 under way to replacing Indian Point's 13 then there were the people who were given
14 power intime and affordably the Energy 14 shelter in other homeless shelters and |
15 Plan should reflect that reality. Thank 15 want to speak about the family, asingle
16 you. 16 mom with two daughters. She had lost her
17 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 17 job and therefore they had wound up in a
18 Dr. Susan Spieler, followed by Beth 18 shelter in Chinatown. So picture
19 Ackerman. 19 children uprooted from Queens moving to
20 DR. SPIELER: Thank you for the 20 Chinatown before the hurricane. So after
21 opportunity to speak with you. I'm here 21 the hurricane their shelter in Chinatown
22 in many capacities. Oneisthat | feel 22 was evacuated to the shelter | volunteer
23 like most everybody who has spoken here 23 at in Manhattan. They wanted -- the
24 today has spoken for me. The only part 24 children wanted to know where they were
25 of what was said isthat | don't agree 25 going the next day. They already
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2 understood the instability of their lives 2 isan adliance of more than 30
3 and might not know where they were going 3 environmental and climate change
4 thenext day. They were traumatized 4 nonprofits that are working
5 because of several layers of climate 5 collaboratively. When do you ever see
6 change, because aswe all know, Hurricane 6 collaboration between so many groups, to
7 Sandy was related to climate change. 7 do beautiful work in New York City and to
8 Nine-try seven percent of the scientists 8 connect with other groups outside of New
9 agree climate changeisrea. We already 9 York?
10 know that. So we're not even touching on 10  Thank you for your time, thank you.
11 thetraumaor the cost of that on the 11  MR. RHODES: Thank you.
12 children and the adults who are uprooted 12 Beth Ackerman, followed by Fay
13 and the poor are uprooted first. They 13 Muir.
14 don't have the connections that upper- 14 MS. ACKERMAN: Hi, thismust be the
15 and middle-class people often do. | know 15 softer end of the story here. My talk
16 that people who lived in nicer places 16 will be somewhat reminiscent of yours,
17 than these shelters and they had people 17 Susan. Beloved earth. Beloved. When
18 they could stay with. But they couldn't. 18 you stop to think about it, we al love
19 It was opened temporarily. | want to 19 the Earth, yet agasintensive Energy
20 know what happened to these people. They 20 Plan is shortsighted benefitting gas
21 are probably not stable. 21 companies and lobbyists, yet not
22 Thegirl | spoketo in that family 22 benefitting life, Earth, children,
23 wasin high school. She had come from 23 grandchildren.
24 Queens, started school late in Chinatown 24 | represent, with my friend,
25 and now again was uprooted. She did not 25 Rachelle Bradt, Riverside Church's
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2 know what they where she would be. She 2 grassroots committee on climate change.
3 didn't know what she should tell here 3 And we are called Beloved Earth. Our
4 peers starting in a new school and not 4 church'stradition believes that we, as
5 wanting to tell anybody she was homeless. 5 humans, are charged with being the
6 Thisisashameful thing to haveto 6 caretakers of the planet. And thisis
7 report to your peersin high school, as 7 why our congregation voted overwhelmingly
8 weall know. So there'sawhole story 8 two months ago to support atotal ban on
9 that isyet to be told about the mental 9 frackingin New York State. We believe,
10 health hazards of all these crises and we 10 or at least | do, that miraculous things
11 need stability. We need New Y ork State 11 can happen. Inthiscaseit would not
12 to lead in renewables so we do not have 12 only be sensible but miraculous when
13 accidents, hurricanes, and explosions 13 Governor Cuomo listensto the people of
14 fromtrainsthat are parked outside. 14 thisgreat state and hearsthat his
15 I've seen photographs of trains carrying 15 political legacy is connected to his
16 liquid natural gas. They'rejust sitting 16 action on this Energy Plan.
17 therein Albany waiting to be exploded. 17 | grew up summersin the Finger
18 | don't understand how New Y ork State can 18 Lakesand when | look out on that
19 possibly tolerate this, and | just want 19 precious resource, the giver of life,
20 to make a shout-out again to Sane energy 20 water, | know, yes, we are all connected
21 project, | don't know if they're here 21 and that includes watching and acting and
22 anymore. They were here before. They're 22 gpeaking with love. To turn away as
23 awonderful group that's part of a group 23 quickly as possible from fossil fuels. |
24 that I'm amember of which iscaled the 24 can see afuture when we all, together
25 New York City Grassroots Alliance which 25 with the Energy Planning Board, quickly,
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2 without wasting another life-giving 2 even the thin veneer of objectivity,

3 moment, transition to renewable energy. 3 decrying subsidies for renewables while

4 Inthewords of another great 4 soft peddling the horrendous subsidies

5 American-borne faith tradition, the 5 enjoyed by oil and gas, the wealthiest

6 Hopis, we are the ones we've been waiting 6 industry the world has ever seen, and

7 for. 7 citing problems with intermittent

8 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 8 renewables, such as storage, asif they

9  Fay Muir, followed by Helen 9 wereinsurmountable for a society that
10 Bentley. 10 cracked the atom and got to the moon and
11 MS MUIR: Good afternoon, I'm here 11 back. Nowhereisthere ever mentioned
12 representing my great-grandson. His name 12 thecritical dire contribution of methane
13 isJaethan. Heturns seven months this 13 to global warning or such ancillary costs
14 week. I'm skipping the technicalities OF 14 asthe environmental degradation of the
15 THIS Energy Plan to ask how much longer 15 mining and transportation of whole hills
16 canwe survive the self-serving 16 of silicasand for fracking, nor the
17 cost-benefit insanity of the fossil fuel 17 continued devastation of exploding
18 industry and its apologies. 1'm going to 18 trains. Somehow they can't explain why
19 quote from my venerable colleague, David 19 thetrains explode. | wouldn't be
20 Ferguson, who cannot be heretoday. Asa 20 surprised if it'sthe chemical in the
21 genera matter truth reads easily. 21 fracked crude, pipeline spills and the
22 Fracking's tortured logic makes no 22 poisoning of West Virginia, thank you,
23 attempt to account for the cost of 23 David.
24 externalitiesthat extractive industries 24 Inconcluding, please consider
25 universally assume as a perennial 25 these truths to remain self-evident. Our
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2 entitlement; the huge cost of health 2 future depends on the widespread

3 care, suffering and lost productivity; 3 development of renewable energy. Your

4 thevast lossin perpetuity of such 4 plansfor our energy futureis severely

5 essentia and irreplaceable resources as 5 lacking in this regard and needs further

6 water; the cost of ruined communities 6 insight to change the dynamicsto favor

7 boomed until they bust; the enormous cost 7 renewable energy in acomprehensive

8 of capital invested in disruptive, 8 manner which gives the sustainability

9 soon-to-be obsolete infrastructure. 9 thisstate needs. So | end also with the
10 Resources desperately needed to fund 10 question, Will you be culpable in fossil
11 existing and technologies to prevent such 11 fuel abomination to foster greed, or will
12 devastation as we still can from global 12 you be part of the solution? Our state's
13 warning. Theincalculable cost of 13 future depends on your choice.
14 continuing to cannibalize the plant, 14 MR.RHODES: Helen Bentley,
15 scrapping the bottom of the fossil fuel 15 followed by Francisco Gomez.
16 barrel with increasing dangerous and 16  Francisco Gomez, would you go now?
17 costly technologies to aggrandize the few 17 If Helen Bentley reappears she can go
18 at the expenses of the many, devouring 18 after.
19 the planet that sustains us, self-serving 19 MR.GOMEZ: Hello, you guys can
20 like a cancer that will in the end 20 hear me? Thisisactualy my first time
21 consume the very society that supports 21 speaking. My nameis Francisco Gomez.
22 it. Evidently, the only technology the 22 I'mastudent at Birmingham Community
23 industry trustsisthat which boostsits 23 College and after-school teacher's
24 bottom line. 24 assistant in the elementary school.
25  Fracking's treatise hardly warrants 25 | cameall the way from the south
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2 Bronx today to ask you to ban fracking. 2 makeit, so | want to welcome everyone to
3 | traveled dl the way to John Jay 3 the 27th Senate District which Senator
4 because | greatly understand that the 4 Hoylman represents.
5 environment is at stake. It'san 5 | want to thank the board for the
6 environment that we all share. Inthose 6 opportunity to submit testimony here
7 states who have nurtured the energy boom, 7 today and for the board's hard work in
8 which are Pennsylvania, Ohio, West 8 developing thisplan, given the
9 Virginiaand Texas has had hundreds and 9 complexity of New Y ork State's unique
10 hundreds of complaints about well-water 10 energy needs and resources.
11 contaminations. Qil, gas drilling and 11 | would aso liketo thank the
12 pollution was confirmed in numbers of 12 board for adhering to the commitment
13 them. 13 previoudly set by the State to reduce
14 I'm here personally to emphasize 14 greenhouse gases up to 80 percent 2050.
15 that, like everybody else here, | like 15 The Plan contains valuable tools, such as
16 drinking water. | don't want my water 16 the extension of the Renewable Portfolio
17 contaminated because | kind of 17 Standard, and the Energy Efficiency
18 biologically need it aswell. To those 18 Portfolio Standard, for meeting that 80
19 who might not know about what fracking 19 percent reduction goal.
20 can do, fracking can make water 20  These mechanisms represent
21 flammable. | also don't like flammable 21 environmentally progressive policy at its
22 water. I'm not going to be funny, to be 22 best, allowing for the public sector to
23 honest. A lot of consumption is based on 23 encourage and guide the private sector
24 water, such asteaand coffee. | seeyou 24 toward the common good.
25 guysdrinking coffee, you guys drinking 25 Thisplanisafirst stepin
Page 130 Page 132
1 HEARING 1 HEARING
2 water. | understand people like their 2 establishing a path to reducing our
3 local Starbucks coffee hot, but | don't 3 reliance on some of the more conventional
4 think they like their coffee to be on 4 fossil fuels which contribute to climate
5 fire. 5 change, and establishes contingencies for
6  Another point | want to make s, 6 the shuttering of the Indian Point power
7 let's say the State does let fracking 7 plant. This operation presents
8 proceed and a disaster happens, just like 8 well-known risks to residents throughout
9 West Virginia, who is going to pay to 9 New York State, including the Senator's
10 cleanit up? Isit going to be the oil 10 constituents herein Manhattan.
11 companieswho | believe are getting tax 11 That being said, the Senator is
12 breaksfrom al this profit or the 12 concerned by the Plan'sreliance on the
13 taxpayerswhich is everybody in this 13 expanded use of natural gas, especialy
14 room? 14 in order to compensate for the reductions
15  Um, | would like to end my speech 15 of other fuels and the potential
16 with aquote from Margaret Mead. She 16 reduction of nuclear power production.
17 quotes, We won't have a society if we 17 While consumption of natural gas
18 destroy the environment. Thank you very 18 may offer lower levels of carbon dioxide
19 much. 19 emissions over more widely used fossil
200 MR.RHODES: So | believe Frank 20 fuelssuch as coal and oil, the fact
21 Rimler had to leave, or he's here? Josh 21 remainsthat natural gasisafossil fuel
22 Colefollowed by Gusti Bogok. 22 itself, and its use also contributes to
23 MR. COLE: My nameis Josh Cole. 23 the greenhouse gas emissions which drive
24 1I'm here to testify on behalf of New Y ork 24 climate change. Methane, the primary
25 State Senator Brad Hoylman. He could not 25 component of natural gas, is emitted into
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2 theair during the extraction process. 2 oweit to the generation of tomorrow to
3 According to the Intergovernmental Panel 3 be more vigilant with our energy choices
4 on Climate Change, methane is 34 times 4 today.
5 more effective in trapping heat in our 5 1n 1931, well before our current
6 atmosphere over a 100-year period thanis 6 did he pay the on fossil fuels, Thomas
7 carbon dioxide. Even more alarming, a 7 Edison likened our reliance on
8 recent study by researchers at Harvard 8 non-renewable energy sources to chopping
9 University has found that the level of 9 down the fence around our house for fuel,
10 atmospheric methane is substantially 10 when we should be using nature's
11 higher than previoudly believed. Given 11 inexhaustible sources of energy: sun,
12 these statistics, it is hard to see how 12 wind and tied. More than 80 years later,
13 natura gas represents a more responsible 13 inlight of our scientific understanding
14 choice for empowering our state. There 14 of how our energy consumption affects the
15 are also emerging concerns regarding the 15 planet, hiswords are especially
16 release of radon through the use of 16 prescient. We appreciate the New Y ork
17 natura gas. We believe we should have 17 State Energy Planning Board being
18 answers about the quantity and safety of 18 judiciousin our current policy so that
19 radon being emitted before we further our 19 80 years from now we will not have
20 reliance on the use of natural gas. 20 destroyed our house altogether.
21 Switching from a harmful energy 21 Therefore, we urge the board to explore
22 source to a seemingly less harmful 22 opportunities to harness new energy
23 source, especially when more responsible 23 technologies and further reduce our
24 energy options are available, is bad 24 reliance on fossil fuels, including
25 long-term policy. Furthermore, given the 25 natural gas.
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2 finite supply of natural gas, the 2 Thank you very much for your time
3 potential for unpredictable variationsin 3 and for your consideration of our
4 consumer prices, and the cost and scale 4 comments.
5 of the additional infrastructure needed 5 MR. RHODES: Thank you very much.
6 todeliver and use such fuel, increasing 6 Before you get started, please come up.
7 our reliance on natural gas would seem to 7 There was aquestion raised earlier and
8 be ashortsighted investment. 8 there will be up on the website for you
9  All of thisis, of coursg, in 9 in the room, asking about the membership
10 addition to the externalities of the 10 of the Energy Planning Board, in
11 natural gas extraction process, which 11 particular the public members. They are
12 reeksits own havoc on the environment 12 Assemblywoman Amy Paulin appointed by the
13 destroying landscapes, tainting water 13 assembly. The Senate appointed Tom
14 supplies, and contributing to 14 Coakley, whoisaretired professor at
15 asthma-inducing ozone, just to name a 15 St. Lawrence University, and the Governor
16 few. Whilethe DEC has studied the 16 appointed James Winebrakewhoisat RIT,
17 catastrophes associated with natural gas 17 those members and the agency members are
18 drilling in Pennsylvania and around the 18 all on the website. Thank you.
19 nation, the agency has not developed a 19  Back to you, thank you.
20 regulatory framework to insure New Y ork 20 MS. BOGOK: Thank you, John, and
21 will not suffer asimilar fate. As such, 21 thank you for getting my name right.
22 Senator Hoylman is a staunch opponent of 22 Somy nameis Gusti Bogok, I'm the
23 permitting hydraulic fracturing, and isa 23 co-chair of the Sierra Club Atlantic
24 cosponsor of legislation to prohibit 24 Chapter Gas Drilling Task Force. | also
25 fracking anywherein New York State. We 25 am affiliated with several local
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2 environmental groupsin New Y ork City 2 and market conditions. Requiring a
3 including Sane Energy Project, and thank 3 utility to purchase from the Capacity
4 you for this opportunity to speak. 4 Zone makes afailed plant artificially
5 New York's Energy Plan has the 5 profitable and shifts the financial
6 potential to be aroad map for stemming 6 burden to ratepayers, effectively
7 thetide of climate chaos, cleaning up 7 quashing long overdue renewable energy
8 harmful pollution and making New York a 8 initiatives. Therefore, FERC's Capacity
9 national leader in renewable energy. But 9 Zone ratepayer surcharges must be
10 Governor Cuomo's plan must go further. 10 scrapped and the governor's Energy
11 To protect families from the 11 Highway Initiative robustly implemented.
12 escalating effects of climate destruction 12 Also, New York must halt further
13 the Plan must set a path to immediately 13 investmentsin gas infrastructure such as
14 phase-out outmoded, dirty and dangerous 14 pipelines, compressor stations and LNG
15 fuels, such as coal, gas and nuclear, and 15 storage and export facilities and abandon
16 shift towards clean renewable energy 16 therisky transport of crude and tar
17 solutions of the future. 17 sandsoil by rail and barge. We've been
18  If New York weretruly serious 18 calling some of these trains bomb trains
19 about combatting climate change it would 19 which, indeed they are, or the
20 not attempt to frack and burn itsway to 20 exportation of huge volumes of precious
21 astableclimate. Rather, New Y ork would 21 water suppliesto enable fracking in
22 commit to retiring dirty, aging and 22 Pennsylvania. Trading gasfor water is
23 uneconomical coal and oil plants and move 23 foolhardy and these kinds of projects
24 away from gas when replacing highly 24 pose grave risksto the health,
25 polluting fossil fuel energy generation. 25 livelihoods and vital resources of
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2 Converting dirty coal and oil plants will 2 adjacent communities.
3 do nothing to reduce the State's carbon 3 Building out shale gas
4 footprint when the life cycle greenhouse 4 infrastructurein New Y ork State will
5 gasfootprint of shale gasis considered. 5 lock-in reliance on finite fossil fuels
6 Emissions from methane are a hundred 6 for decadesto come, and thwart
7 times more potent than from coal or 7 opportunitiesto scale-up renewable
8 diesdl oil within thefirst 20 years. 8 energy intimeto avoid runaway climate
9  The benefits of utility scale 9 change. Ratepayerswill be subject to
10 efficiencies resulting from proposed grid 10 fluctuating prices and New Y ork's
11 modernization in the Governor's Energy 11 communities burdened with the devastating
12 Highway Initiative have been entirely 12 effects and clean-up costs of hydraulic
13 overlooked in the Energy Plan itself. 13 fracturing.
14 Upgrading the grid with new technologies 14  So| have one minute remaining.
15 will save energy and eliminate the need 15 I'm going to skip alot of this, but
16 to refurbish aging fossil fuel power 16 focus on something that alot of people
17 plants or build new ones. 17 have overlooked which isthe energy
18  However, FERC has authorized 18 reduction. We haveto get serious about
19 electricity surcharges on all ratepayers 19 the energy reduction program. Energy
20 through the creation of a new Capacity 20 reductions programs are the most
21 Zone, afinancial construct designed to 21 cost-efficient way to address energy
22 support existing power plants and fossil 22 supply issues and New Y ork must implement
23 fuel industries producing frack gas. 23 programs to reduce consumption,
24 Capacity Zone surcharges will increase 24 especially those that reduce energy
25 €lectricity rates far above current rates 25 embedded in the products we consume.
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2 Embedded energy accounts for awhopping 2 I'll readthee-mail. A lotof itis
3 40 percent of the energy we use. So the 3 relevant to this, althoughiitis
4 Plan must counteract wasteful behavior in 4 addressed to him regarding the New Y ork
5 the public and private sectors and expand 5 City Energy Plan. "David Bragdon, in
6 the categories within the Extended 6 Plan NYC mitigating natural gas usage
7 Producer Responsibility policy to mandate 7 more of apriority than curtailing
8 aquote, Design for recovery, law on al 8 natural gas carbon emissions and
9 products. To quote DEC's own Beyond 9 footprint, fracking's natural gas huge
10 Waste Plan, New York State's Beyond Waste 10 carbon footprint has been entirely
11 Plan setsforth a new approach for New 11 promoted by Plan NYC. Marcellus shale
12 York State focusing on end-of-the-pipe 12 high level of radon 222 would be
13 waste management techniques to looking 13 transported into New Y ork City homes,
14 upstream and more comprehensively at how 14 restaurants, commercial entities causing
15 materials that would otherwise become 15 second leading cause of lung cancer in
16 waste can be more sustainably managed 16 theU.S, it'simperative that we not
17 through the State's economy. To this 17 only mitigate the onslaught of mitigating
18 end, the Energy Plan must give emphasis 18 factors that the carbon footprint is
19 and teeth to New Y ork's Beyond Waste 19 produced, but most certainly to institute
20 Plan. Finally, New Y ork should electrify 20 immediately as many compounding measures
21 itsvehiclefleet so that reductionsin 21 aspossible to reverse the crippling
22 power sector carbon emissions will be 22 prospect of afuture climate change. A
23 compounded in the transportation sector, 23 few suggestions are included here and |
24 to help stabilize the climate and chart 24 had spoken with him at that time about
25 New York State well on course toward a 25 these particular suggestions, in addition
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2 sustainable, renewable energy future. 2 to sending the e-mail.
3 MR.RHODES: John Miglietta, 3 Suggestion: Conservation,
4 followed by Mav Maoorhead. Is Mav 4 ingtituting mandates for New Y ork City,
5 Moorhead here? 5 and of course this could be implemented
6 MS MOORHEAD: | am. 6 to New York State, for New York State or
7  MR.RHODES: Thank you. 7 New York City buildings to provide
8 MS MOORHEAD: Thank so much for 8 uniform heat throughout buildings through
9 having this hearing. I'm Mav Moorhead. 9 use of conforming valves to no higher
10 I'mwith NYH20, it's avolunteer group. 10 than atemperature of 70 degrees would
11 We started working against the idea of 11 relieve existing gross overheating in
12 hydrofracking fracturing in 2009 and have 12 many New Y ork City buildings, and of
13 been working extensively toward that 13 course this could be applied to many
14 goal. 14 different state buildings throughout the
15 | sent to David Bragdon at city 15 State of New Y ork, there are so many
16 hall who isimplementing the New Y ork 16 residential and commercial buildings.
17 City Energy Plan, and thisis an e-mail 17 Number two: Institute mandates
18 that that | sent back to him in December 18 that office buildings turn off lights
19 of 201. Basically, my focuswill be on 19 after acertain hour unlessin direct
20 immediate measures to implement 20 use. And that isavery important thing
21 conservation and renewabl es because 21 because walking around any city you will
22 conservation isrealy the ticket to 22 seemany lightson in buildings and no
23 reduce the amount of energy the City and 23 oneisin occupancy at thetime. These
24 therefore, in fact, the State could use 24 arevery easily implemented. These are
25 many of these particular suggestions. 25 conversion -- conservation-implementing
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2 devicesthat could be used and done 2 that'sajob creator tore -- and a

3 immediately. Thisisnot anything that 3 landlord reward system for accomplishing

4 hasto, that costs money to do. It's 4 their conservation goals could be a

5 mandated. 5 percentage reduction of real estate

6  Number three: As part, as part of 6 taxes, not to mention ayearly reduction

7 the European policy that currently 7 of yearly NOY expenses, always atried

8 exists, 24-hour hall-lighting is 8 and true incentive.

9 minimized. Motion sensors are 9 Sothesearetried and true
10 implemented for efficiency and energy 10 incentives that could be taken to
11 consumption. Think about all the 11 mitigate the usage in a conservation form
12 hallwaysin New York State, thisis 12 to mitigate the energy usage in New Y ork
13 hallways, in New York State in every 13 State.
14 building, residential aswell as 14 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
15 commercial, that could be changed over to 15  David Alicea, followed by Jordan
16 motion sensor detectorsin every hallway 16 Christensen.
17 that would eliminate the usage of 17  MR. ALICEA: Hi, how are you?
18 electricity when no one'sin the hallway. 18 MR.RHODES: Hi.
19 Sothisof courseisajob creator 19 MR.ALICEA: Somy nameis David
20 because, for the obvious reasons. 20 Alicea. I'mfrom Sierra Club and Beyond
21 Another one, mandate building 21 Coa Campaign. I'm here representing
22 retrofit upgrades in terms of insulation, 22 thousands of Sierra members and
23 increasing air barrier, lessfossil fuel 23 supporters here New Y ork City and across
24 energy uses with additional solar panels 24 the State, some of whom are h ere today.
25 onroofsin every building. If every 25 | just want to say thank you for putting

Page 146 Page 148

1 HEARING 1 HEARING

2 federal building, state building, would 2 this plan together and listening to us

3 be outfitted with solar panels, one could 3 and being here all day.

4 only imagine the decrease in electrical 4 Soin 2012, after the devastation

5 usage. Thisisalso ajob creator. 5 of Super Storm Sandy, Governor Cuomo made

6  Another: Direct building owners 6 it clear, climate changeisrea and we

7 through a mailing campaign with 7 haveto act. Since then, the Governor

8 definitive steps to be taken regarding 8 has made a strong commitment to solar

9 real conservation efforts. Thiswould be 9 through NY SUN and this plan and its goal
10 accomplished with a menu of choices that 10 of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 80
11 could be phased in within a certain time 11 percent by 2050 shows that this governor
12 frame. For example, alist of ten 12 understands climate change is a serious
13 choices with achecklist of at least 13 issue.
14 three of the choicesfor the landlord to 14 Unfortunately, this plan has more
15 be implemented within one year and 15 questions than answers when it comes to
16 progressing on to accomplish additional 16 how you get to that point. A real plan
17 choiceseach year. That's aterrific 17 must include enforceable interim stepsto
18 suggestion because it would give every 18 reach 80 percent reductions by 2050 and
19 landlord impetus to perhaps move forward 19 must reject any further investment in
20 with conservation, because basically, 20 fossil fuels. New Y orkers have said it
21 what could be doneis tax incentives 21 time and time again. We can't frack and
22 predicated on the fact that there -- let 22 burn our way to a clean energy economy.
23 mejust do one more, okay? Promation and 23 While the Governor's commitment to solar
24 subsidiesfor solar panels on roofs would 24 isan encouraging start, this plan should
25 substantially augment energy needs -- 25 ramp up renewable energy and commit to a
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2 goal of 50 percent by 2025, and pledge to 2 change can't wait until 2050. Super
3 continue our energy-efficiency programs. 3 Storm Sandy showed us all, our
4 It aso needsto do more than pay 4 communities are at risk now. Will Long
5 lip service to some of the best 5 Idand's famed beaches or Coney Island's
6 opportunities that we have to build a 6 boardwalk till be there for our
7 new, clean energy economy. Right now, 7 children? Will families who've spent
8 off the coasts of New Y ork City and Long 8 generations on Staten Island or the
9 Idand, there are two major offshore wind 9 Rockaways be forced to move? Thisis
10 proposals. We need the State and 10 what isat stake. We need Governor Cuomo
11 Governor Cuomo to prioritize wind energy 11 and this Energy Plan to make sure we are
12 development and make sure these projects 12 protecting our communities. We need a
13 start moving forward this year. 13 strong commitment on renewable energy and
14 A couple of thingsthat we've heard 14 ared plan that explains how we can get
15 between yesterday and today is, Oh, 15 there.
16 people don't want wind. Actualy, in 16  Thank you once again for your time.
17 fact, we have shared with the Governor's 17 | hope you take my statements and those
18 office over 70 percent of New Y orkers are 18 of al the people who've spoken today and
19 willing to pay more for wind energy. And 19 usethoseto revisit this Energy Plan.
20 some people don't think it's actually 20 MR.RHODES: Thank you.
21 feasiblebutitis. These projects start 21 Jordan Christensen followed by
22 construction this year, not only will 22 James Shillitto, and again, anyone who
23 these help us meet our goals by reducing 23 has awritten statement you can provide
24 emissions but will create jobs for much 24 it to the reporter when you're done.
25 needed investment across New York. New 25 Thank you.
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2 York has the manufacturing base, the 2 MS. CHRISTENSON: Hi, My nameis
3 educated work force, and the port 3 Jordan Christensen. I'm with Citizens
4 infrastructure to become home to the 4 Campaign For the Environment. | will be
5 American offshore wind industry. This 5 providing written comments, however,
6 Energy Plan should be jumping at that 6 theseareall scribbled up. So since the
7 opportunity to help make New York area 7 development of the 2002 State Energy Plan
8 leader. 8 CC has been actively engaged in the state
9  Thisplan would al'so make sure we 9 energy planning process. We've
10 move away from further investmentsin gas 10 consistently worked for renewable energy
11 infrastructure and protect our families 11 development and energy efficiency, and
12 and water from fracking. Further 12 reduced dependence on fossil fuels and
13 spending on natural gas infrastructure 13 nuclear power.
14 will lock-in reliance for fossil fuels 14  Before | make specific commentson
15 for decades, increase demand for fracking 15 the Energy Plan we would like to express
16 inour state, and help fund the 16 our disappointment that New Y ork has not
17 devastating gas extraction occurring in 17 included any hearing the Hudson Valley.
18 states. Instead of wasting millions of 18 Hudson Valley represents significant
19 dollars on fossil fuels, we can use those 19 licensed generation facilities and over
20 resourcesto invest in clean, renewable 20 18,000 green jobs, and has the ability to
21 energy likewind and solar. The Sierra 21 gignificantly contribute to the New
22 Clubisasking, Let'sturn, not burn our 22 York's renewable energy future. Herein
23 way to aclean energy future. 23 New York City we're already statewide
24  Again, we're encouraged by the goal 24 energy efficient and renewable energy
25 of 80 percent by 2050, action on climate 25 generation with PlaNY C. By permitting
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2 commercial and residential energy 2 electricity needs. Wind power could play
3 efficiency creating renewable energy 3 alargerolein the renewable energy
4 incentives and infrastructure, New Y ork 4 future and wind energy, particularly
5 city has achieved a 90 percent reduction 5 offshore projects, should be part of the
6 in greenhouse gas emissions since 2005. 6 Energy Plan.
7 Thisisanimpressive achievement and one 7 While we support the planned
8 that can only be accomplished with good 8 assessment, New Y ork should be moving
9 planning and an aggressive implementation 9 away from coal and nuclear power. These
10 plan. Onthe state level, New Y ork 10 outdated fossil fuels should not be
11 currently meets 22 percent of the state 11 replaced with dirty gas. Natural gasis
12 energy needs for renewable energy. 12 not aclean fuel and it's not sustainable
13 However, New Y ork has not maximized its 13 for the future of New Y ork State.
14 renewable energy potential, and it's 14  We also support the rejection of
15 dtill far from the RPS goal of generating 15 therelicensing Indian Point, however,
16 30 percent less electricity from 16 although nuclear power poses unnecessary
17 renewable sources by 2015. Hydropower 17 health and environmental risks, so does
18 providesonly 17 percent of New York's 18 fracturing. Indian Point supplies 200
19 electricity, but significant investments 19 megawatts of power to Westchester and New
20 inwind and solar projects are needed in 20 York City. Thisenergy load should be
21 order to meet carbon emission production, 21 replaced by clean, emission-free wind and
22 and renewable energy goals. According to 22 solar. Joint Long Island-New Y ork City
23 areport by arecently released report 23 offshore wind projects proposed by Con
24 issued by Solar Foundation, New Y ork 24 Edison and LIPA isslated to supply
25 ranksfifthin the country for solar 25 300,000 megawatts of offshore wind
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2 energy jobs, up from seventh rank last 2 energy. The project would have been a
3 year. Sincetheinception of the 3 critical step toward replacing Indian
4 program, New Y ork City has created over 4 Point with clean energy. CCis
5 five thousand jobsin the solar industry 5 disappointed the opportunities for wind
6 with potential to grow. Inadditionto 6 power have been repeatedly shelved. In
7 itseconomic benefit, solar isableto 7 order to have a practical commitment to
8 meet peak summer demand and to stabilize 8 renewable energy generation, the New Y ork
9 thegrid. With planning doing solar 9 State Energy Plan must embrace offshore
10 mapping and distribute energy, New Y ork 10 wind asakey part of renewable energy
11 City's solar power could provide up to a 11 plan.
12 fifth of the City's electricity by 2020. 12 New York has demonstrated a
13 Investment in solar energy incentives, 13 commitment to increasing energy storage
14 infrastructure and storage capacity 14 capacity, global incentives, and
15 should be apriority in the New Y ork 15 promoting energy efficiency. The New
16 State Energy Plan. While renewable 16 York State Energy Plan has stated that
17 energy production increased over al, New 17 it'sthe foundation's plan to move
18 York'swind resources still remain 18 forward with these goals but that is
19 largely untapped. We rank twelfth in the 19 simply not true. Replacing one fossil
20 nation for wind capacity, but thereis 20 fuel with another isnot agood public
21 significant offshore wind capacity as 21 hedlth plan. It's a stopgap measure that
22 well asland-based wind potential in 22 does not prepare us for a better future.
23 amost every region in the state. New 23 Yes, thefuel will run out. New York
24 Y ork has enough wind potential to supply 24 City should be capitalizing on
25 50 percent of the State's current 25 opportunitiesto move New York into a
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2 sustainable renewable energy future. 2 more energy, not less. With thisin

3 Thank you. 3 mind, stronger restrictions should be put

4 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 4 in placeto ensure that failing to reach

5  Frank Ippoliti, followed by Eugene 5 efficiency goals do not occur solely at

6 Shapiro. 6 the expense of the ratepayer. High

7  MR.IPPOLITI: Good afternoon, my 7 energy taxes and flawed policy

8 nameis Frank Ippoliti and | am the 8 initiatives are only part of the reason

9 business agent for Millwright Local Union 9 New York has the highest electric prices
10 740 which is part of the New Y ork City 10 inthe continental United States. The
11 and Vicinity District Counsel of 11 Plan falls short on addressing to view to
12 Carpentersand | have the privilege of 12 expand or maintain access to affordable,
13 speaking on behalf of 25,000 13 reliable energy sources. Thisincludes
14 highly-skilled members. Thank you for 14 pipelinesthat deliver natural gas,
15 the opportunity to share our views on New 15 transmission upgrades that deliver cheap
16 York State's proposed energy plan. My 16 electricity from upstate in western New
17 locd installs, repairs, replaces 17 York to downstate, cloaks political plans
18 machinery in every industry locations 18 to close Indian Point, yet invites an
19 ranging from nuclear power plants, heavy 19 ill-advised 336 extension cord from
20 construction projects, real estate, 20 Canadato Queensto take our jobs and
21 trangportation and infrastructure needs 21 treasure north of the board.
22 throughout New York State. We aso 22 For therecord, the New Y ork City
23 represent alarge number amount of 23 District Council of Carpenters supports
24 workers at Indian Point Power Plant who 24 the continued operations of Indian Point.
25 areproud to be part of the plant's 25 Thefacility produces 2,000 megawatts of
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2 strong track record of high performance 2 affordable, reliable baseload power with

3 and record safety, earning the NRC's 3 virtualy zero emissions. Itisaso

4 highest safety designation, Green, for 4 responsible for hundreds of well-paid,

5 nineyearsinarow. 5 high-skilled union jobs. Thisisgood

6 Beforegoing any further | would 6 for our economy and our environment.

7 liketo recognize the board for 7 We oppose the Champlain Hudson

8 developing a solid blueprint for 8 Power Express project asit undermines

9 safeguarding our energy future. Thereis 9 the governor's energy highway goa of
10 certainly much to like with the proposed 10 becoming energy independent. NY1SO's
11 plan, including the development of new 11 2012 New York State Transmission
12 wind energy, support for extracting 12 Assessment and Reliability Study found no
13 natural gas from Marcellus shale 13 reliability need that merited the
14 formation, promoting a modernized and 14 installation of this unnecessary project.
15 smarter grid among other ambitious energy 15 Infact, during the recent cold snap, New
16 gods, however, some components of the 16 York sent New Y ork-generated power to
17 Plan raise concern. 17 Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Quebec as
18  In 2009 New Y ork set agoal of 18 each could not meet their demand for
19 reducing electricity consumption 15 19 energy. New Y ork should focus on
20 percent by 2015. According to the data 20 remaining anet energy exporter and not
21 from the New Y ork Independent System 21 alow itself to become dependent on
22 Operator, NY1SO, the State's consumption 22 foreign energy sources. Energy
23 grew by 2.56 percent. The current call 23 dependency leads to higher electric
24 toredlign efficient policies must be 24 prices, job losses, and would reverse the
25 rooted in the reality that New Y ork needs 25 course of New Y ork's economic recovery.
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2 Asyou construct the final Energy 2 because coming out of the water is gas.
3 Plan, | urge you to consider these 3 Until the systemisrefined -- and I'm
4 argumentsto fortify what isalargely 4 not denying the fact it could be studied
5 positive plan. Asaregion continuously 5 and refined -- let's not jump the gun.
6 growing and demanding more power, we must 6 Thisisone of the best water suppliesin
7 dowhat is necessary to address these 7 theworld, accidentally, herein New
8 issues. Bolstering in-state power 8 York. Sol say to you, having watched
9 generation while safeguarding our current 9 that scenein Gasland, | think that
10 baseload portfolio, including Indian 10 frackingismisspelled. It's not
11 Point, are critical parts of this 11 F-R-A-C-K-I-N-G. It's S U-I-C-I-D-E,
12 efforts. Thank you. 12 suicide.
13 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 13 MR. RHODES: Thank you very much.
14  Eugene Shapiro. 14  Dr. Shyana Orum, and can | just
15 MR. SHAPIRO: Wdll, it's 15 check on Helen Bentley or John Iglietta
16 interesting to follow afellow union 16 havereturned? After, it will be Tassia
17 official asI'm aformer official from 17 Rosa.
18 the Motion Pictures Editor's Guild. 18 DR. ORUM: Thanks, thank you the
19 | read your Draft Plan with great 19 committee. I'm actually a New Y orker but
20 interest because | don't come before you 20 | also have alittle house in upstate New
21 with great energy and planning expertise 21 York and in that home | use electric
22 or experience. So why do | come before 22 power from wind farms. My neighbor
23 you? | understand the complexities of 23 across the street who just moved inis
24 what you have to deal with and it reminds 24 getting solar panels on hisroof, so |
25 me of the complexities from 45 years ago 25 know renewables are practical and they
Page 162 Page 164
1 HEARING 1 HEARING
2 seeing how a West African republic with 2 work.
3 ill-planning ended up destroying their 3 I'mheretoday because of my
4 food, land resource and water supply in 4 experience working in New Y ork City for
5 theway they built adamn. Inthe 5 many years with children and families. |
6 meantime, we compared it to the beaver, 6 wasthe tutor of hospitalized children
7 who needless to say, does agood job of 7 for the New York City Board of Education
8 damning. | remember asking my colleagues 8 and some of the boroughs with ahigh air
9 the horrors of World War 11 and people 9 pollution such as the South Bronx and
10 getting gassed to death, but somehow with 10 central Brooklyn and | watched as
11 over 50 million dead bodies, mankind 11 children, seven, nine, 13, 16 year-olds
12 recovered from that. Now, what happens 12 were hospitalized, struggling to breathe.
13 with what we've heard about the water 13 | watched as their families were looking
14 supply? Well, you made some mistakes, 14 on helplessly. | saw those children lose
15 areyou going to fix that? No. You 15 their opportunities for good education,
16 destroy the water supply and it's gone 16 for advancement in life. | even had the
17 likeit wasin that part of West Africa. 17 unhappy experience of seeing one of our
18 Every oncein awhile, asafilmmaker, | 18 promising young woman who managed to get
19 get jealous when | was watching Gasland 19 into aprivate high schooal, through her
20 which I'm sure many people here have 20 hard work, die, in theintensive care
21 seen, and he walks over to the water with 21 unit, from asthma. And yet, thisplanis
22 alit match, turns on the water, and you 22 advocating for gasinfrastructure
23 expect that match to be put out, and 23 build-out that will increase air
24 instead it explodes. That's our 24 pollution wherever it goes and in that
25 next-door neighbor making the mistakes, 25 way sicken thousands of children and
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2 adults now and in the future, and it 2 ahoaliday gift, Millennium managed
3 can't bereversed. That air pollution 3 another blow-down which caused thistype
4 doesnot go away. I'm very grateful to 4 of event which I've just read about.
5 Pramillafor speaking about her family 5 Soif werelooking to the gas
6 experiencesin Minisink with the new 6 industry to provide safe and healthy
7 compressor station there and | think it's 7 power, | think we can forget it. | think
8 avery telling description of what will 8 we haveto realize that it's our
9 happen al over, and because of that, | 9 representatives, our governor, our team,
10 want to read a press release that her 10 to provide the Plan that will make sure
11 organization, her citizen organization, 11 that thistype of thing does not happen
12 put out last March regarding a blow-down 12 all over New York State, and | believe we
13 in Minisink last March. It says, "This 13 candoit. You know, so many people have
14 week ablow-down event occurred in 14 spoken today about al the options for
15 Minisink, New Y ork as Millennium pipeline 15 clean energy, renewables, and it's there,
16 subsidiary of NiSource which has just 16 it'savailable. It needsto be done.
17 become part of Columbia Pipeline Group, 17 Going back to building up gas
18 released unknown quantities of 18 infrastructure, such as pipeline, the
19 high-pressure emission from two metering 19 Spectra pipeline that is now in the West
20 stationsin order to clear theline as 20 Villagethat could blow up and cause a
21 they connected the compressor station to 21 blast zone al the way to 28th Street,
22 the main gas pipeline. However, 22 that's not what we need.
23 Millennium failed to notice several of 23 Wereasking you to create aplan
24 the residents of Minisink of the code red 24 that pushes renewables that getsrid of
25 event. Numerous residents have reported 25 fossil fuelsand that brings usinto the
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2 nosebleeds, painful headaches, nausea, 2 future. Let's get moving cause we can do
3 and stomach pain and dizziness this week. 3 it
4 Although the blow-down events were 4  MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
5 scheduled for March 5th and 6th, Tuesday 5 TassiaRosa, followed by James
6 and Wednesday of last week, earlier this 6 Shillitto.
7 morning, which was the 11th, the local 7  MS. ROSA: Good afternoon, and
8 volunteer fire department was called when 8 thank you for this opportunity to testify
9 loud booms were heard at approximately 9 today. My nameisTassiaRosa. I'ma
10 8:30 am., followed by noxious fumes. 10 project coordinator for the New Y ork
11 The sounds and smells were perceptible 11 Public Interest Research Group of the
12 from ahaf-amile away. The specific 12 Borough of the Manhattan Community
13 causeis still unknown. "We were shocked 13 College. NYPIRG isthe largest consumer
14 and scared to hear this tremendous noise 14 environmental consumer advocacy
15 coming from the compressor station,’ said 15 organization, with 20 college campus
16 Osha Conello (phonetic) a Minisink 16 chaptersacross New Y ork State, including
17 resident." 17 ten herein New York City. NYPIRG
18  If thiswas planned why weren't we 18 representatives will be speaking on
19 notified? Millennium is bound by law to 19 different topics at each of the scheduled
20 report these events to residents of the 20 hearings of the Energy Plan, and will
21 town, at least afew days before the 21 submit formal written comments on alater
22 blow-down occurs. However, Millennium 22 date.
23 did not notify residents then, and 23 | will focus my comments today on
24 Pramillahastold usthereis ongoing 24 how the Plan addresses mass transit.
25 smell of sulfur, and on Christmas Day, as 25 Most of our students rely on New Y ork
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2 City's extensive network of subways, 2 Furthermore, the governor has twice
3 buses and railroads to get around. For 3 thwarted attempts to safeguard existing
4 35years NYPIRG's Straphanger's Campaign 4 trangit funds. The transit lock-box hill
5 has been the leading advocate for decent, 5 would have increased fiscal transparency
6 safe and affordable masstransit in New 6 and public accountability while
7 York City. 7 protecting dedicated transit funds. Its
8  According to the Metropolitan 8 key provision required the State to issue
9 Transit Authority, MTA mass transit helps 9 adiversion impact statement in the
10 New Y orkers avoid about 17 million metric 10 unfortunate event that state dedicated
11 tons of pollutants, while emitting only 2 11 transit funds are diverted. The impact
12 million metric tons, making it perhaps 12 statement details what effect the
13 single biggest source of greenhouse gas 13 diversion would have had on transit
14 avoidancein the United States. 14 service, safety, and maintenance. The
15  Thedraft Energy Plan acknowledges 15 state legislature unanimously passed such
16 that masstranst isan important 16 legidationin 2011 and again in 2013,
17 energy-saving mechanism. Mass transit 17 legidation that was supported by over
18 jobs make up about 62 percent of New 18 200 organizations across the state, but
19 York's clean energy economy jobs and 19 the governor neutered the 2011 bills and
20 public services. But while the Plan 20 vetoed the 2013 hill.
21 recognizesthat increased investment in 21 Finadly, the MTA's 2015 through
22 transportation infrastructureis 22 2019 Capital Building Program, the Plan
23 critical, it failsto establish aclear 23 that allowsthe MTA to purchase new,
24 road map for funding transit projects or 24 energy-efficient rolling stock like
25 maintaining and training existing 25 subway cars and buses, and also to begin
Page 170 Page 172
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2 infrastructure. Instead, the Plan 2 projectslike afully featured bus rapid
3 lamentsin today's challenging fiscal 3 transit network. That hasaten to $15
4 climate, identifying the resources 4 hillion hold no one knows where the final
5 necessary to sustain or increase 5 budget will come from. We need
6 transportation investment isamajor 6 leadership to solve these funding
7 hurdle. 7 problems and not pay them lip service.
8  Thisistroubling for three 8  Finally, one of theinitiatives
9 reasons: First, Governor Cuomo has 9 outlined in the Plan isto increase
10 routinely raided funds dedicated to mass 10 transportation aternatives and vehicle
11 transit and used them for other purposes. 11 diversity to harness the benefits of
12 The governor's executive budget proposal 12 decreased dependence on oil and a
13 containsaraid of MTA dedicated funds 13 cleaner, more connected and more flexible
14 that could mean arough ride for bus and 14 transportation network. However, the
15 subway riders, workers and manufactures. 15 initiative fails to recognize Bus Rapid
16 In the proposed budget $40 millionin 16 Transit asatested, viable aternative
17 dedicated transit funds which pay for 17 that utilizes green vehicles and can be
18 day-to-day operations, service and 18 implemented wherever there is enough road
19 maintenance would be diverted into the 19 space, political will and public
20 genera service debt fund. With this 20 engagement. Instead, thisideawhich was
21 action, Governor Cuomo reneged on an 21 touted as apriority strategic planin
22 agreement the State made with the MTA in 22 the governor's 2100 Commission report,
23 2002, in which the State would pay for 23 gets hardly amention. Bus Rapid Transit
24 $2.4 hillionin MTA debt, while putting 24 isthe State's best chance of expanding
25 the MTA unstable finances at risk. 25 mass transit service quickly and cost
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2 effectively to transit-starved 2 women who will build, operate and

3 communities across New Y ork City and New 3 maintain the grid of tomorrow.

4 York State. New York City hasits own 4  Fortoo long New York and it's

5 slimmed-down version of Bus Rapid 5 state-run economic development

6 Transit, called Select Bus Service, which 6 infrastructure have relied on spreading

7 isliving up to its promise of faster and 7 the wealth to already deep-pocketed

8 morereliabletrips. Through extensive 8 investors without the concomitant

9 community exercises and awillingness to 9 creation of good-paying, steady jobs for
10 work with and hear from the public, MTA 10 New York'sworkforce. Sure, we help the
11 New York City Transit and the New Y ork 11 private sector by offering handsome
12 City Department of Transportation have 12 portions of the State's bond-cap to
13 made great strides bringing a new 13 fiance projects, and we extend to them
14 generation of bus service to the streets 14 multiple tax-incentives to stay, yet it
15 of New York. We can do better and the 15 isaways done with fluid metrics that
16 State should look to the MTA as a model 16 demand very little evidence that the
17 for green and alternative transportation 17 financiers, many of whom call themselves
18 and work to emulate their successes with 18 job creators, do create the jobs they
19 other transit providers across the State. 19 promise.
20 Thank you so much again. 20  Andthen the Plan callsfor these
21 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 21 investorsto be self-reporting on their
22 Andif you would share the written 22 progress. Have we learned nothing from
23 comments, that would be helpful. 23 therecent past? Jobs, jobs, jobs.
24 James Shellitto, followed by 24 Good-paying, steady, middle-class
25 Michael Jay. 25 building jobs are what is missing from
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2  MR.SHILLITTO: Good afternoon. 2 the equation of the 2014 Draft Energy

3 I'm James Shillitto. I'm vice-president 3 Plan. Ever since the global economic

4 of the Utility Workers of America, Local 4 meltdown of 2008, stories emerge every

5 1-2, speaking on behalf of our president, 5 day of corporate pillaging that takes

6 James Slevin. 6 placein the name of economic

7  Thereisno doubt that the 2014 7 development. Corporations already pay

8 Draft Energy Plan for New Y ork contains 8 the lowest federal/state taxes in more

9 very laudable goals and aview to New 9 than 60 years. Executive pay for the top
10 York'senergy future. 10 ranksis at obscene levels which everyone
11 Thereisno doubt that the Plan 11 acknowledges but does nothing about.
12 contains exciting ideas to meet our 12 Meanwhile, the middle class has been
13 growing demand for electricity in the 13 stripped, laid off, and downsized, made
14 21st century. 14 totakeit on the chin. It was manpower
15  Thereisno doubt that private 15 that made New Y ork the Empire State. It
16 capital needsto sustain to help 16 was manpower and its skilled, organized
17 stimulate thisvision for a sustained 17 workforce that helped made New Y ork
18 energy policy. 18 become an industrial and economic power
19  But what concerns meisthat while 19 inthe 21st century.
20 lip-serviceis paid to jobs and education 20 Don't let the energy investors fool
21 and training, there are no hard numbers 21 you. "Wdll, if we build it the jobs will
22 to help drive the Plan. What is needed 22 follow. It'snot true. These projects
23 inany energy map for our futureisa 23 get nickel and dimed by anti-union
24 strong plan that has specific numbers of 24 contractors and unqualified
25 good, middle-class jobs for the men and 25 subcontractors and out-of-state jobbers
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2 who add nothing to the permanency of the 2 We'veheard alot about natural gas

3 jobswe need. 3 today. Whenever | hear natural I'm on

4  So while we endorse the goals 4 the alert, because it's such an overused

5 outlined in the Draft Energy Plan, we 5 word. Ain't nothing natural about

6 asotakeit with agrainof salt. For 6 pouring chemicalsinto the earth to get

7 itincludes no rea vision of the men and 7 gas. Itain't natural. You know, poison

8 women who will perform the day-to-day 8 ivyisnatura, too. | sometimes make

9 tasksrequired. It includesno vision of 9 the mistake of saying that humans are
10 good middle-class jobs that can be 10 killing our planet Earth but the --
11 created by smart energy investment. It 11  MR.RHODES: Ms. Steinberg, you're
12 containsno vision of real sweat, the 12 drifting off the mike, if you can speak
13 redl toil, the real number of bodies that 13 clearly. | can hear you, but --
14 will be needed. 14 MS. STEINBERG: Thereverseis
15  Remember, without using these 15 true. The Earthiskilling humans and
16 investments to build a good workforce 16 the Earth, being the wonderful organism
17 with a strong middle class, there will 17 thatitis, istelling usinitsown
18 not be any ratepayers left to pay. 18 language that what we English-speaking
19 Everyone will have fled. 19 humans call storms, tsunamis, hurricanes,
20 Itwasastrong middle class that 20 cyclones, earthquakes, and on and on in
21 transformed this state and this country 21 our ingenious manner. How many of us
22 after World War I1. And each time 22 have died worldwide? But the Earth is
23 another plan emerges that does not focus 23 dtill here. Many living creatures have
24 on the key component of human capital, 24 been erased from the Earth but the Earth
25 and how it works, is doomed to be just so 25 isdtill here. There'san echo system
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2 much more pie in the sky. 2 and we think that we humans can outsmart

3 Tel uswherethejobsare. In 3 Mother Earth but it's not true. The

4 addition, we'd like to confirm our strong 4 Earthisreacting. Instead of finding

5 opposition to the Champlain Hudson Power 5 new sources rather than fossil fuelswe

6 Expressproject and urgeits denial. 6 must find more ways to conserve energy

7 Electric power plants provide skilled, 7 and become -- because we're becoming what

8 good-paying, sustainable jobs of 8 thefable, the Sorcerer's Apprentice, is

9 thousands of hard working union members. 9 telling us. Instead of the stupid, and |
10 Rather than spurning investment to new 10 use the word stupid because there's so
11 facilities, this proposal will curtail 11 much information around that is being
12 infrastructure investments and undercut 12 ignored, so it's not ignorance of the
13 the need of other in-state generation by 13 facts. It's stupidity because of the
14 creating a one-way energy highway from 14 greedy people and they're poisoning our
15 Quebec to Queens. Theresult isthe 15 land and habitats, we must find waysto
16 exploitation of both jobs and dollarsto 16 get sustainable energy and explore solar
17 benefit Canada. Updating and building 17 energy, wind and water power. That would
18 new electricity generation and 18 create lots of jobs.
19 relicensing of Indian Point are important 19  Also | want to add to the woman's
20 for New York's energy future. Thank you. 20 list of waysto conserve energy. | don't
21 MR.RHODES: Michadl Jay? Faith 21 mean to offend the men in our midst, but
22 Steinberg followed, by Adele Bender. 22 during the summer, when we were having
23 MS STEINBERG: My nameis Faith 23 record heat, men are dressed in ties and
24 Steinberg and I'm anative New Y orker. | 24 it makes no sense, and the air
25 live on the upper west side. 25 conditioning hasto go up, and it's all
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2 over theworld, it'sall corporate 2 time, and | leave it to the scientists
3 structures. Women are putting on 3 and the expertsto look at a situation
4 sweaters and men are dressed in their, in 4 likethis, and as| say, | am afraid of
5 their leather shoes. | forget what you 5 thisfracking, and | think it isreally
6 call those shoes, but that's another way, 6 important that the expertsreally search
7 | think it was Al Gore who said there are 7 out aternatives and safer and healthier
8 all kinds of little ways that we can 8 alternative to use to be able to avoid
9 conserve energy and | think that if we 9 thingslike fracking because we need
10 want aworld, the Earth, to be here for 10 clean air, we need clean water cause once
11 humans, if we want humansto be here for 11 those chemicals are used for the fracking
12 this Earth, then we have got to change. 12 and if the water isruined, that's it.
13 We haverealy messed up the world and 13 You cannot straighten it out. Everybody
14 now they want to go to the other planets 14 isaffected, rich poor and in between.
15 and see how they can mess them up. Okay, 15 So | think we have to be very cautious
16 thank you. 16 about thisand use alot of the good
17  MR.RHODES: Adele Bender followed 17 aternative energies. If | haveto spend
18 by Morgan Monzang, if | have that right. 18 acouple of more dollars on my Con Edison
19 MS. BENDER: Can you hear me? My 19 bill, I think of the L'Oreal ad, I'm
20 nameis Adele Bender. | am a member of 20 worth it, and you're worth it and we're
21 the Gray Panthers and severa other 21 worth it. Thank you.
22 organizationsto Riverkeeper and so I'm 22 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
23 awaysvery, very passionate about what 23 Morgan Montana, followed by Michael
24 happensto our environment. It'sthe one 24 Benjamin. IsMichael Benjamin here?
25 Earth we know about that we have and what 25 Thank you very much, sir.
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2 scares me about going to the other 2  MR.BENJAMIN: Thank you.
3 planets, if we ever find life on another 3 MR.RHODES: And following will be
4 planet | hope we don't trash this planet. 4 Merrill Macel -- I'm sorry.
5 I'dlikeit to stay. I'd like our planet 5 MR.BENJAMIN: I will submit my
6 to stay nice and healthy. 6 testimony to you later. | will send you
7 Oneof thethings|'d liketo talk 7 my testimony by e-mail later.
8 about, we're here about fracking. About 8 MR.RHODES: Thank you.
9 twenty-five yearsago, | live two blocks 9 MR.BENJAMIN: Canyou hear meall
10 off Queens Boulevard in Forest Hills, 10 right?
11 Queens, and about 20, 25 years ago my 11  MR.RHODES: | can, yes.
12 husband and I, like two o'clock in the 12 MR.BENJAMIN: Good afternoon, my
13 morning, we felt aboom, avibration, and 13 nameisMichael Benjamin. I'm aformer
14 we didn't know what it was. The next day 14 state legidator from the Bronx.
15 we found out it was amini earthquake, 15 Presently I'm with SHARE New York a
16 and this comesfrom all the way upstate, 16 membership-based organization consisting
17 and soit's hot impossibleif you're 17 of individual and small businesses. I'm
18 going to have fracking, | don't know that 18 here today in support of relicensing
19 fracking will exacerbate a situation like 19 Indian Point Energy Center. Asa
20 this, cause asituation like this, or if 20 legidator | visited IPEC on more than
21 thereisanother mini earthquake what 21 oneoccasion. | wasimpressed by the
22 would happen with fracking, with the gas 22 operation and dedication of the
23 coming al the way down from upstate. My 23 operators. Nuclear energy isanintegra
24 common sensetellsme, | get alittle 24 part of al of President Obama's al of
25 nervous, | do think about it fromtimeto 25 the above energy policy. Electricity
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2 generated by Indian Point is clean, 2 finally, $3 billion in additional
3 affordable and reliable. Our modern 3 unnecessary costs must not be passed onto
4 society depends on electricity for 4 overburdened ratepayers.
5 virtualy everything. At SHARE we 5  Thank you for taking the time to
6 believethe New York State Energy Plan 6 hear my views.
7 should include alarge investment in 7  MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
8 cost-effective energy management and 8  Merrill Maceldonery (phonetic), |
9 awareness of programs. The environmental 9 apologize. TulaTsalis, followed by
10 communities should have input before new 10 Elizabeth Mellen.
11 power plants are permitted to be built. 11 MS. TSALIS: | want to thank you
12 Continuing operation of Indian Point 12 for the opportunity to speak today and |
13 would provide 20 to 40 percent of the 13 would mainly like to address the people
14 area's power needs and the devel opment 14 out here. | feel very, very privileged
15 environment of renewable energy, wind, 15 to be here among you today. | fed very
16 solar, hydroelectric power to address 16 privileged to be here among you today.
17 growing power needs. We believe that the 17 | have been active throughout my
18 state Energy Plan should support programs 18 lifein many, many ways and more recently
19 to lower energy bills and protect our 19 have been quiet until now.
20 environment, strengthen energy building 20 Ilivein Warwick, New Y ork, Orange
21 codes, and expand programs that manage 21 County, and I'm amember of Sustainable
22 power usage on the hottest days of the 22 Warwick and also Orange County Peace and
23 year. 23 Justice Coalition which is beginning to
24 Low income areas in and around New 24 have some interest in these energy
25 York City have a disproportionate number 25 issues, whereas before they were so
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2 of power plants damaging the health and 2 concerned about Iraqg and Afghanistan. |
3 quality of lifeinthose areas. Such 3 made a couple of -- | don't have aformal
4 communities must be involved in the 4 presentation. | just made afew brief
5 decision-making process before any new 5 notes.
6 power plants are constructed. Two years 6 InOrange County thereisaplanto
7 ago an independent report commissioned by 7 build ahuge plant in a place called way
8 the City of New York found that if IPEC 8 Wawayander, right near Middletown. |
9 wereto be closed New Y ork City 9 don't know how many of you know that
10 ratepayers would pay an additional two to 10 area. | know that you do. | just
11 $3billion dollarsin higher energy 11 learned thistoday and | learned afew
12 costs. The closing of Indian Point Power 12 thingstoday, and I'm very, very thankful
13 Plant would place another billion dollars 13 to you for educating me. This plant,
14 onarearesidents. That's nearly $3 14 whichis, | forget what the sizeis, it's
15 billion in additional costs on New 15 going to be built, if it isbuilt, by
16 Yorkers. 16 Competitive Power Ventures, I've heard
17 Irrational fears should not drive 17 them called competitive power vultures,
18 state energy policy. Nuclear power 18 but | read somewhere that Competitive
19 plants are not the same as nuclear bombs. 19 Power Ventures who also, by the way,
20 IPEC will not and cannot explode. 20 wantsto build a huge plant in Northern
21 Replacing Indian Point with dirtier coal 21 Cdifornia, had made some comments about
22 or gas-fired power plants will be 22 thefact that when the nuclear power
23 unheathy. The State Energy Plan must 23 plant closes, which of course it must
24 insure the power isfrom safe, 24 close, then they will be in the perfect
25 reliability and renewable energy. And 25 position once the plant is built near
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2 Middletown to provide the much-needed 2 there only one, only one public meeting

3 energy that the areaneeds. There are 3 to take place on thisincredibly

4 other people who have come out about the 4 important issue in Orange County, when

5 fact that with energy conservation we're 5 there should be many? Not only in Orange

6 not going to need that level of energy 6 County but everywhere. The limitation of

7 production in that region. | don't know 7 these meetingsis a mistake and the only

8 if that's true there, but these things 8 way torectify that isto fight it. It's

9 are being bounced around. 9 the only way, because Governor Cuomo and
10 I'mhereto say simply this: This 10 the State of New Y ork will do what
11 isone of the most important issues right 11 governorsdo in order to get things done.
12 now. The decisions that we make today 12 Sometimes they will try to limit
13 and tomorrow regarding energy will make 13 discussion and that must not happen.
14 thedifferencein the quality of our 14 Thank you.
15 livesand in the quality of the planet in 15 MR. RHODES: Thank you very much.
16 theyearsahead. Everyone here knows 16 Elizabeth Mellen, followed by Ann Basser,
17 that. We've al expressed these facts, 17 | believe.
18 figures, information. | don't have to 18 MS. MELLEN: I'm Elizabeth Mellen.
19 say more on any of that, even if | knew 19 | livein Manhattan. I'm amember of a
20 them which | don't have the details, but 20 church which isalso part of a network
21 I'm grateful to many of you who do have. 21 called Interfaith Power and Light all
22 What | would like to see happen in New 22 acrossthe State, are concerned with
23 York Stateisafull commitment toward 23 energy conservation and climate change.
24 renewable energy as most of you do as 24 I'm aso amember -- | mean, contribute
25 well, and for this to happen, we're going 25 to the Atlantic Chapter Sierra Club. |
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2 to have -- we're going to need the kind 2 applaud all preceding comments pointing

3 of energy, human power energy, that 3 out the danger of fracking to our

4 occurred back in the late sixties and 4 environment and to human and animal

5 seventies when the environmental movement 5 health. | add my voice emphasizing our

6 first became areality and communities 6 need to move away from natural gas and

7 al over the country were involved, and 7 other fossil fuelsto renewables.

8 that's how we got the laws that were put 8  Fracking and the continued

9 in place afterwards. And for that to 9 construction in the State of new
10 happen today, those of us who are working 10 pipelinesfor compressed gastakesusin
11 on thisnow must begin to form 11 thewrong direction if we care about
12 codlitions. Other groups, large and 12 global warming. Also, considering that
13 small, some of you are so good at it, 13 new pipelines are intended to lead to gas
14 you're professional, and sometimes those 14 exporting, the current profit motive as
15 who are professionalsin the 15 opposed to the public'sinterest becomes
16 environmenta areatend to stay and work 16 clear and evident. On another note, with
17 together by themselves and don't 17 asummer place in Susguehanna County,
18 necessarily reach out to small 18 Pennsylvania, a state which caved and
19 communities here and there. That's what 19 it'sisjust ten miles asthe crow flies,
20 | hope will happen. 20 our placeis, from Dimock, Pennsylvania.
21 There'sahearing to take place on 21 | have witnessed the industrialization of
22 February 25in Middletown, New Y ork. 22 lovely, lovely countrysides. The
23 It'sno longer acommunity college, it's 23 degradation of roads, the influx of
24 now afull four-year college, as| 24 workers from the southwest of the U.S,,
25 understand, and I, I'm asking why, why is 25 therising housing costs for locals. The
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2 enormous fracking pads and compressor 2 scariest experiences I've had and | don't
3 stations and the endless -- and the water 3 know if any of you up there have had
4 truck stations for the trucks which suck 4 that, but there was a blackout in 2004
5 millions of gallons of water from the 5 and then the high-rise building | was
6 tributaries of the Susquehanna River, 6 living in, the water couldn't get up to
7 that truck traffic and the enormous 7 our apartments, and it was chaos. People
8 flatbed trucks carrying huge, heavy 8 were at the delis buying bottled water,
9 machinery are just a new phenomenon in 9 and | just have a glimpse of what it
10 otherwise lovely countryside. We are 10 would belikeif our water system was
11 subject there to the endless and 11 destroyed. People would be killing each
12 relentless PR propaganda of Chesapeake 12 other for clean water, and that's not a
13 and Cabot and other gas corporations 13 very crazy scenario considering what
14 here. 14 frackingisdoing to water supplies. So
15  We're here, we're doing good, we 15 do wewant to get into that? | don't
16 contribute to the local hospital, we do 16 think so. I don't want to, and | imagine
17 this, we do this, and it'sendless. The 17 you and your families, children,
18 proposed route of the Constitution 18 grandchildren, don't want to get into
19 Pipelineissuppose to run from there to 19 that situation.
20 Albany, runs throughout the property 20  So ban fracking immediately. We
21 adjoining ours where we walk each 21 should support alternative energy that's
22 morning. That's closeto home, but all 22 been around for years and just not being
23 of thisisvery closeto all our homes. 23 developed because the gas industry and
24 Do we want thiskind of industrialization 24 theoil industry won't make any profit on
25 of upstate New Y ork countryside or will 25 it. Thank you.
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2 we move more seriously to renewable 2 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
3 sources of energy? Thank you. 3  SheilaGeist, followed by Ellen
4 MR.RHODES: Thank you. Anne 4 Weininger.
5 Basser, followed by Sheila Geist. 5 MS. GEIST: Hélo, I'm Sheila
6 MS. BASSER: Thank you, | don't 6 Geist. I'm an at-large rights activist
7 havealot of -- | don't have any 7 and I've been walking with -- |'ve been
8 prepared statement but one of the major 8 working with United for Action --
9 issuesthat is not spoken about very 9 MR.RHODES: United for Action, if
10 often with fracking is the billions of 10 you can keep your mike up.
11 gallons of water used in the fracking 11 MS. GEIST: -- United for Action
12 wellsand how that is not usable again. 12 and Shut Down Indian Point Now. Most of
13 It'scontaminated. There's been amedia 13 what | was going to speak about has
14 blackout and a gag, gag orders by the gas 14 aready been said this morning and
15 industry for people who've had their 15 especially the presentation to the
16 water contaminated cannot speak about it. 16 speakersfrom Minisink, Food Water Watch,
17 It'sleaking out. A lot of people are 17 Riverkeeper, and from the Sierra Club
18 now finding out about it, so that's just 18 have given the details of the dangers of
19 ahuge, hugeissue. Obviously our water 19 fracking and of methane, and also the
20 ispure. It'sone of the best water 20 dangersfrom Indian Point from nuclear
21 systemsin the whole world and why are we 21 reactors all over the State.
22 going to commit suicide, as someone 22  However, I'd like to focus on afew
23 mentioned earlier. | felt my own 23 details that are absent in your plan and
24 personal experience of just two days 24 necessary if we're going to move toward
25 without clean water and it was one of the 25 renewables and away from the natural gas
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2 infrastructure and the LNG ports, and the 2 gpecifically, becauseit's clear, it's
3 need to close the nuclear plant and 3 old and dangerous, and it's --
4 arrange for the decommissioning and the 4 Riverkeeper said it'son afault. It's
5 funding of the decommissioning of these 5 two faults, and fracking is also
6 plants. 6 considering causing earthquakes which
7  To start with, we need to work 7 many studies have shown recently. So we
8 toward the option for clean, safe energy 8 can't afford to have this blow up in our
9 and the Sierra Club spoke about the need 9 face.
10 for investing in more wind power, 10 I'dliketo give you an experience
11 especially land wind power and off-shore 11 of my own during Hurricane Sandy. | was
12 wind power. The problems that present 12 living below Harlem on the west side, so
13 themselvesin thisregard right now is 13 it'shigh ground, so | didn't haveto
14 thefact that they're proposing an LNG 14 worry about being flooded out at the
15 port off the Rockaways, Port Ambrose. 15 moment. | could pay attention to the
16 That isthe same place that the wind farm 16 weather reports, and al through the
17 isbeing proposed off the Rockaways, and 17 night | heard about the storm surges. It
18 you can't have both. The most important 18 came within inches of flooding the fuel
19 thing iswe get Port Ambrose vetoed and 19 ponds at Indian Point, within inches.
20 the governor has the ability to do that. 20 That was overlooked by most people
21 Hedoesn't need anybody else. Christie 21 regarding flooding in the City, so it
22 could do it, too, but we need to get this 22 hasn't gotten the attention. One of the
23 LNG port which just promotes gas for 23 things we're worried about is not only
24 export and is a dangerous terrorist 24 the need to close Indian Point but the
25 target. Thisis, you know, right off our 25 funding of the decommission. When | was
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2 beaches. To go on with the wind power we 2 up at the hearings at Indian Point afew
3 need to invest in the projects off 3 months ago it was clear they don't have a
4 Montauk Point and off the Rockaways. We 4 plan and they even propose a generic plan
5 have wind power upstate. The questionis 5 for al the plants that they didn't have
6 we need to bring it downstate and we need 6 to decommission until 60 years later
7 investmentsin the smart grid. So this 7 after they closed the Plan. So we need
8 isthe part that | didn't seein the Plan 8 to put aplanin place, not only closing
9 and where the efforts have to go and the 9 the nuclear plants, but aso for funding
10 funding. 10 the decommission. Thefirst step isto
11 Interms of both wind and solar 11 get the fuel, used fuel into dry pass
12 power we have the Jacobsen plan and the 12 storage. Right now these fuel ponds are
13 possibilities for renewables, but that 13 subject to flooding. We don't need a
14 can't beimplemented as such. It means 14 terrorist to blow it up. | mean, a
15 each community has to map what their 15 hurricane could do it. Thisis something
16 potential isfor solar and wind, and then 16 you haveto build into your energy plan,
17 doit, but the question is, where will 17 the funding of the decommission of these
18 the funding come from for mapping these 18 plantsand not later, now. The permits
19 communities? And that | think is astate 19 could be withheld for some. These plants
20 responsibility, to put aplan in place so 20 areold, they're dangerous, Fukushima
21 that the communities can map their spaces 21 must have taught us something. To make
22 for what isfeasible and then funding of 22 ussafe, your plan lacks enough
23 what comes after remainsto be 23 protection for safety and health, and
24 determined. 24 that's my magjor criticism and that's the
25  Withregard to Indian Point, 25 least you can do, to remedy that. Thank
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2 you. 2 New York or anywhere.
3 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 3 Recent studies show significant
4 Ellen Weininger, followed by 4 methane leaksin existing aging
5 Catherine Skopic. 5 infrastructure in Washington D.C.,
6 MS WEININGER: My nameisEllen 6 Boston, and in New Y ork City. And you've
7 Weininger. I'm an environmental health 7 heard about Dr. Mark Jacobsen's recently
8 educator and public health advocate in 8 -- last year's peer-reviewed report with
9 the educational outreach program for grad 9 ateam of scientists and comments that
10 studentsin environmental education. Our 10 provided aroad map in New Y ork to reach
11 New York program is an environmental 11 100 percent renewables by 2030. This
12 health nonprofit that works closely with 12 wind, water and sunlight plan provides a
13 leading medical and scientific experts on 13 roadmap to potential for portions and
14 environmental health issues. 14 amount of power provided by each
15 I'malsoalifelong New York 15 renewable resource and its footprint.
16 resident and mother of three. Thank you 16 These energy solutions are already on the
17 for this. Beyond photos and solar rays 17 shelf and meet can meet our energy needs
18 and storm energy, efficiency, the 18 by 2030. The report explains the
19 recently released plan to provide 19 technical capacity that we have, the
20 specific stepsfor New Y ork to meet 20 economic feasibility that we have and the
21 sustainable energy now and in the future 21 benefits of the renewable energy
22 was not provided in the Energy Plan. 22 infrastructure that can transform New
23 Just the opposite unfolded in the Plan's 23 York State by eliminating dependence on
24 projections with policiesthat are 24 polluting fossil fuels. This means
25 submerged in fossil fuel developmental 25 reduction in greenhouse gas emissions,
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2 production by promotion and sweeping 2 energy independence and security, job
3 expansion of fracking for methane gas and 3 growth, improve water and air quality,
4 rolling out large-scale build-out on 4 protection of public health, lower
5 methane gasinfrastructure. Thiswill 5 health-care costs, and stabilization of
6 resultin significant increasesin 6 energy costs.
7 methane emissionswhichisin direct 7  Thisplan, thiswind, water and
8 conflict with Governor's Paterson's Order 8 sunlight plan would aso reduce New
9 No. 24, requiring that New Y ork State 9 York's electric power demand by 37
10 reduceitstotal greenhouse gas emissions 10 percent. Just last week, Dr. Jacobsen
11 by 80 percent by 1990 levels. 11 released the 50-state roadmap for this
12 Methane gasisnot aclean fudl, it 12 plan.
13 isafossil fuel, and you've heard that 13 New York cannot afford to bear the
14 it is 86 times more potent a greenhouse 14 burden of public health environment and
15 gasthan carbon dioxide over a20 15 economic impact of increased greenhouse
16 year-period, and 34 more potent over a 16 gasemissions, water contamination and
17 hundred years. The Plan ignoresthis 17 air water pollution from the unwise and
18 crucial fact and offers to measure only 18 unnecessary development and production of
19 one single greenhouse gas, carbon 19 methane gas and its hazardous
20 dioxide. The Plan must include atotal 20 infrastructure and pipeline and polluting
21 reduction of greenhouse reductions with 21 compressor stations. According to Mount
22 benchmarks at consistent intervals and 22 Sinai School of Medicine's recently
23 must exclude further advancement in its 23 released report, New York State's
24 expansion of fracking for methane gas and 24 Children and the Environment,
25 the build-out of itsinfrastructure in 25 environmentally-mediated disease
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2 continuesto spiral and take a huge toll 2 currently exist, the ones about to be
3 on our most vulnerable population, our 3 approved and those approved, plusthe
4 children. Asthmahastripled in the past 4 promotion of further expansion by this
5 three decades and it's leading cause of 5 Draft Plan. Cumulative impact of the
6 hospitalization. Hit affects 250,000 6 entirelife cycle of methane gas and its
7 children. Air pollutants are known to 7 production and infrastructure are ignored
8 contribute to that. Birth defects are 8 inthisplan, yet significantly increases
9 now the leading cause of infant death. 9 greenhouse gas emissions. Public health
10 Birth defects have actually doubled 10 and economic impacts are also absent from
11 frequency. Developmental disorders and 11 thedraft. Significantly increased
12 other learning disabilities affect onein 12 exposureto polluted air, water,
13 every six children. Primary brain cancer 13 industrialization of communities, toxic
14 among children hasincreased in incidents 14 emissions from industrial plants to
15 by nearly 40 percent from 1975 to 2004, 15 processing, storing and distributing LNG
16 according to the National Cancer 16 and petroleum natural gas, station
17 Institute. Childhood leukemia has 17 pipelines, fueling stations, fuel pads,
18 increased in incidents by over 40 18 truck traffic, higher level of radon gas
19 percent. Benzene and other solvents are 19 cause lung cancer in nonsmokers, toxic
20 linked, and these are substances that are 20 radioactive fracking waste and its
21 found in the entire life cycle of shale 21 constituent disposing landfills, waste
22 gas development and production. 22 water treatment plant on roads and farm
23 According to the World Health 23 land are not addressed. Even though the
24 Organization, environmental exposures are 24 consequence of increasing more greenhouse
25 responsible for 35 percent of all 25 gaswill mean greater toxic exposure
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2 childhood disease and death worldwide. 2 across New Y ork State and €l sewhere,
3 Thisal comes at a hefty price on 3 whether or not fracking is permitted in
4 families, schools, communities, health 4 New York. Toxic radioactive fracking
5 ingtitutions and our society. A recent 5 waste produced in billions of gallons per
6 analysis estimates that the cost of 6 year has no safety disposal plan. In
7 environmentally-mediated disease in New 7 fact, it poses an immediate public health
8 York's children alone leads up to over 4 8 threat even with New Y ork's de facto ban
9 billion annually. That figure accounts 9 on fracking. Many New Y ork counties
10 for children and does not even begin to 10 currently use this waste, toxic
11 factor in the adult population. 11 radioactive waste by-products for
12 We've seen that recent proposal for 12 road-spreading applications, accepted in
13 expansion of a pipeline by Spectra Energy 13 landfills and waste water treatment
14 calculates that compressor station 14 facilities. Contamination from radium
15 emissions would include 81.4 tons per 15 226 and radium 228 can last thousands of
16 year of nitrogen oxide, sulfur dioxide, 16 years. Road-spreading applications,
17 4.1tons per year, volatile organic 17 truck accidents, leaks, spills; water
18 compounds, 5.9 tons ayear, that's just 18 suppliesare at risk from run-off,
19 one compressor station for one year. 19 containment encrosion and rupture. Waste
20 Fives expanded compressor stations and 20 water treatment plants can be permanently
21 25 expanded metering stations, plus two 21 damaged by these toxic chemicals, and
22 new metering stations on just one 22 food supplies are at risk from the
23 pipelineg, just do the math. Start 23 run-off, contaminated water supplies,
24 multiplying the annual emissions per 24 radioactive. More fracking means more
25 station per year by al the stations that 25 toxic radioactive waste, with no safe
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2 disposal options. 2 of recent extreme weather events, more
3 Inclosing, we need clean air to 3 and more people are demanding renewables.
4 breathe, clean water to drink, and 4 Alwaysseemto lack inthis pictureis
5 uncontaminated food to eat. The current 5 the political will.
6 Draft of the New Y ork State Energy Plan 6  That'swhy I'm here today, that's
7 with promotion of methane gas 7 why everyone else was here today: to
8 development, and production and 8 encourage the political will to
9 widespread expansion of its 9 transition to renewable energy, to
10 infrastructure proceeds. Greenhouse 10 encourage our New Y ork State government
11 gaseswill continue to escalate. 11 to moveto renewable energy. | can't
12 Contamination of our precious natural 12 imagine there was a person in this room
13 resources and health are a certainty. 13 who doesn't know that thisis the morally
14 ThisPlan is unacceptable and New Y ork 14 right thing to do.
15 State can do better. We have the tools 15  Water isone of the most important
16 and the solutions on the shelf now to 16 reasonsto moveto renewables. The
17 reach 100 renewables by 2030. 17 process of horizontal dlick water
18 Renewables, energy efficiency and 18 fracturing uses enormous amounts of water
19 conservation, what's missing in this plan 19 making it permanently unusable for life,
20 isthepolitical will to do so. Thank 20 and at the same time threatens existing
21 you. 21 reservoirs, aquifers and wells with
22 MR. RHODES: Thank you very much. 22 poisoning. Wejust have to look to our
23 Catherine Skopic. 23 west to see the impact of no water. It's
24 MS. SKOPIC: Thank you for holding 24 happening right now, and such
25 thishearing, and I'm glad | was ableto 25 irresponsible extraction processes
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2 joinyou at 1 o'clock. 2 destroy this precious, life-giving
3 My nameisKatherine Skopic and | 3 resource of water. No responsible
4 am amother, citizen, member of IMAK, and 4 civilization would knowingly do this.
5 The Coalition of New Y orkers Against 5 It's short and long-term suicide.
6 Fracking, and I'm the Anglican 6 Accidentsfrom fossil fuel
7 representative to the United Nations. 7 extraction and transportation abound, be
8  Carbon free, nuclear free. Never 8 itin off-shore drilling, tanker
9 in human history have we faced a moment 9 accidents, pipeline explosions or train
10 such asthis. The possible extinction of 10 derailments. People are being killed,
11 life due to human activity, the burning 11 and when any of thisfuel is burned, we
12 of fossil fuels; thethreat isreal and 12 all die, lowly or fast through extreme
13 impending unless we change our ways. We 13 weather events such as Sandy, forest
14 have caused the problem and we can 14 fires, drought, extreme heat and cold,
15 prevent it from getting worse. Why would 15 rising sealevels, forest loss, ocean
16 anintelligent civilization not do this? 16 acidification, disease, global heating.
17  Renewable energy sources such as 17 Future generations won't stand a chance.
18 wind, solar, both thermal and photo 18  You know the urgency of the
19 voltaic, hydro, geothermal, tidal, wave, 19 problem. Weurgeyouto act. Initiatea
20 in-conduit hydro can provide intermittent 20 full and complete renewable energy plan
21 and nonintermittent energy to supply our 21 for New York State now. Thank you.
22 home and industrial energy needs. The 22 MR.RHODES: Thank you. May | just
23 technology exists. More and more 23 check whether Helen Bentley isin the
24 manufacturing, installation and financing 24 room? John Iglietta, Michael Jay?
25 entities are coming on board. In light 25 Morgan Montana, and Merrill Maceldonery.
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HEARING

Arethere any further speakers?
Then seeing none, 1'd like to extend
thanks on behalf of all of us at Joan Jay
College. On behalf of the state Energy
Plan Board, we've taken the devel opment
of this draft Energy Plan with great
seriousness. It's extremely important we
hear comments and questions like yours as
we develop the final State Energy Plan.
Y ou've given us much to think about and
made many excellent points. Please
remember that written comments can be
submitted on our website up until April
30 at energyplan.ny.gov.

With that, | adjourn this session.
Thank you again.

(Time noted: 2:25 p.m.)
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CERTI FI CATE

E OF NEW YORK )
)ss.:
TY OF NASSAU )

I, CHARLENE ANCI, a Notary Public
in and for the State of New York, do
by certify:

That foregoing hearing is a true
rd of the proceedings.

| further certify that | am not
ted to any of the parties to this action
lood or narriage; and that | amin no way
rested in the outcome of this matter.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
ny hand this 28th day of February, 2013.
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HEARI NG

MR. RHODES: M nane is John Rhodes
and | am president and CEO of the New
York State Energy Research and
Devel opnent Aut hority and here today as
Chair of the State Energy Pl anni ng Board.

I'd like to introduce to you the
ot her representative of the Planning
Board joi ni ng nme today, Catherine Draper,
who is with the office of Assenbl ywonan
Paulin. Oher Planning Board nenbers had
to cancel for personal reasons at the
very | ast nonent, but we have the
attention of all the agencies involved in
the State Energy Pl an process.

W are guests today of John Jay
Col l ege and we wish to thank them As
guests, | ask that we all maintain
decorum and abide by their rules. The
one rule that | know about is no posters
on poles, so | think we're good, but I
want to go on record with that one.

This is a hearing to accept public
comments on the 2014 Draft State Energy

Plan. It was approved by the state
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energy Pl anning Board on January 7, 2014,
and nade avail able on the Energy Pl an
website, energypl an.ny.gov. The Pl an was
i ssued in accordance with Article 6 of
the energy law. Public notice of the
I ssuance of the Plan and notice of this
public hearing were published in the
State Regi ster on January 29, 2014. The
Draft Plan consists of two volunes. The
first volune provides fifteen key
initiatives to advance the state's energy
future. The second vol une addresses
energy uses, its sources and inpacts and
provi des detail ed background that was
used to devel op the overarching vision
and the initiatives in the first vol une.

This is one of six public hearing
sessions that are planned to receive
public comments. Future sessions are
schedul ed on Long Island, Buffal o and
Syr acuse.

Just quickly on the Plan, the Draft
Plan is a result of serious, thoughtful

wor k that envisions an energy systemt hat
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iIs clean, flexible, affordable, resilient
and reliable. The initiatives to achieve
that vision focus on five areas:
| nproving energy affordability;
unl eashi ng the power of private sector
financing; providing a nore resilient
fl exi bl e power grid; giving custoners
nmore control over their energy use; and
al i ni ng energy innovation with market
demand.

Accordingly, the Plan outlines
| ong-term policy goals, |long-term action
itens, and neani ngful nmetrics.

Witten comments on the Draft Pl an
will al so be accepted besi des these
spoken comrents today through April 30
and information on how to submt witten
comments can be found on the Energy Pl an
website. |If you decide to submt witten
comments please do so as soon as possible
so they can be carefully considered. Al
comments, whether oral or witten, wll
be consi dered by the Energy Pl anni ng

Board as it works towards i ssuance of the
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final Energy Plan and all coments count
equal Iy regardl ess of how they were
recei ved, whether witten or in foruns
li ke this one. The Energy Plan is
targeted i ssuance of the final plan in
the spring of 2014.

The process today is sinple. Those
who want to comrent at this hearing have
been asked to sign in upon arrival. Your
nane will be called one at atine to
speak. Wen your nane is call ed pl ease
cone to the podiumto provide your
statenent. As a nmatter of process, |
wll also call the nane of the foll ow ng
speaker, so-to-speak, the on-deck person
A court reporter is here today to provide
a transcript to the Planni ng Board of
everything that is said today. It is
I mportant that there be only one speaker
at a time so that the reporter can hear
clearly. Speakers should address their
comments in the direction of the
m crophone and pl ease make an effort to

speak clearly and slowy.
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It is also very inportant those in
att endance be courteous to the speaker so
that his or her comments can be
transcri bed accurately by the reporter.

If you provide a statenent and have
a witten version with you, it would be
hel pful if you would provide them either
to us today, or follow ng the hearing so
t hat we can provide those to the court
reporter to assist in providing the
transcri pt.

All speakers are asked to focus on
I ssues that pertain to the Draft Enerqgy
Plan only. Your comments should be as
succi nct as possible so we can hear as
many as possible. W have set a
five-m nute deadline for that purpose,
but of course, after everyone has had a
chance to address the board, repeat
speakers nay be afforded another tine
should tine permt.

Formal presentations such as power
point wll not be allowed today. Again,

the goal is to hear fromas many of you
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as possible. As this is a statenent
heari ng, the Pl anning Board is not
entertaining questions. This is an
opportunity for us to receive feedback
and hear fromyou on the Draft Pl an.
Those who want to conment but do not want
to speak publicly, today or don't get a
chance to do so, again, can submt
witten colmments on our website. And
again, that is energypl an. ny. gov.

Wth that, | want to thank you
again, all, for com ng here today and ask
If there are any questi ons about process
that we can take at this tine?

Seei ng no questions, | wll call
our first speaker, Bob Wnman, to be
foll owed by Hei di GCogins.

MR. WYMAN:. Good norning. M nane
Is Bob Wman. |'ma resident of the
upper west side, Manhattan. Welcone to
Manhattan. And first 1'd like to thank
you for the work that's been done so far
on the draft, but | do hope that you w ||

consider it a draft as opposed to sinply
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a plan that will be issued that we
comrent on, because frankly, the Pl an
does need work. The Plan starts off
well, | think, by recognizing the
signi ficant magni tude of the chall enges
that present us in the energy realm It
then goes on to call for bold solutions
to match the magni tude of the chall enges
that we face. Unfortunately, the Plan as
witten, the draft as witten, doesn't
read as a plan presenting bold sol utions.
I won't call it timd, but it seens very
much | i ke business as usual, or just a
conti nuation of things that are already
i n place.

Let ne give just one exanple. In
t he supporting docunents for the Plan it
menti ons that NYSERDA, through the first
quarter of 2012, had incented somewhere
on the order of 200 geothernmal systens in
the state for heating of hones. But when
we | ook at what the potential is in the
state, if we just |ook, say at New York

Gty, we've got about a mllion, alittle
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over a mllion buildings in the Gty.
Trenendous anount of buildings. Studies
by Professor Mddi's students at Col unbi a
have shown that sonewhere on the order of
800, 000 of those buildings could in fact
be heated fossil-fuel free, wthout oil,
W t hout natural gas, whatever, wth
geot hermal heat punps. A bold plan would
say not sinply that we acknow edge t hat
the fossil-fuel free or carbon-free
heati ng solutions are being installed at
the rate of nmaybe a coupl e of hundred,
maybe a thousand a year, but a bold plan
woul d say that rather than continuing the
ol d technol ogi es that we know about, what
we really ought to be doing is putting
that noney into building a future which
Is fossil-fuel free.

Now, | think one of the things that
concerns ne as well is when we | ook at
the Plan, the Plan seens overly focused
on electricity. It seens to be al nbst an
electricity plan rather than an energy

pl an, and one of the ways we see that is
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if we ook at the netrics. A key netric
in the affordability section is keeping
electric bills low but unfortunately,
that nmetric, keeping electric bills | ow,
can potentially work agai nst other things
t hat we know shoul d be done and that are
supposedly encouraged by the Plan itself.
For instance, if we were to switch from
using gasoline to electricity for our
aut onobil es we would in fact be
i ncreasing our electric bills even though
we woul d be decreasing our energy bills.
Simlarly, if a hone swtches from using
oil or gas to heat itself and sw tches
over to geothernal heat punps, which are
fossil-fuel free, they would increase
their electric bill nore dramatically
than decreasing their energy bill. So |
woul d suggest that the nmetric of keeping
electric bills lowis in fact
count erproductive. |t may be that we
want to keep the cost of electricity | ow
but the nmetric for an the Energy Pl an

shoul d not be focused on electric bills,
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it should be focused on energy bills, for
what ever the unit that's pl anned.
| also would like to point out
sonmething which I think is a fairly
dramatic m srepresentation, although it's

a very conmmon one of what geot hernmal heat

punmps are all about. | won't bore you
with the technology, | think you
understand this stuff. But in the

supporti ng docunents it says geot her mal
technol ogy is an energy efficiency
technol ogy. A |lot of people say that,
okay, but |I think it's a fairly

si gni ficant m sunder standi ng of what

geot hernmal heat punp technology is all
about. Yes, it's true that if you | ook
at the literature you'll see that these
heat punps typically run at co-efficiency
performance of three to four, that means
efficiencies of 300 percent to 400
percent. But when you | ook at sonething
whi ch has an efficiency of 300 percent to
400 percent of heating you have to be

thinking there's nore than efficiency
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going on here. |If, for every kilowatt of
energy that you put into the system you
get 4 kilowatts power, 4 kilowatts of
t hermal energy equivalent, where did the
other three cone fron? Cdearly, what is
happeni ng here is an anplification of the
I nput power, but actually what's
happening is the generation of renewable
energy. That energy is conming from
somewhere. It's typically renewabl e
ener gy.

So | think we should be thinking
about geot hermal heat punps as renewabl e
energy, not just sinply as efficiency.
And we shoul d recogni ze geot hernal heat
punps, the way their used, essentially by
t aki ng heat out of buil dings during the
sunmer when it's hot, storing it in the
ground so that it can be recovered in the
W nter, essentially a solar thernal
t echnol ogy whi ch uses the building as a
sol ar collector rather than using panels
on the roof. So I would suggest that in

the draft that hopefully you can address
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the question of keeping energy bills | ow,
whet her or not electric bills are |ow,
and al so, please address the fact that
geot her mal heat punps are not given the
attention they should be given and al so
the technology is m srepresented as an
energy technol ogy when in fact it is a
t echnol ogy for generating renewabl e
energy. Thank you very nmuch.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Hei di CGogins, if I'"mreading the
name correctly, and after that, Toby
Hor n.

M5. GOA@ NS: You're the first
person to pronounce ny nane correctly for
a long tine.

MR. RHODES: Conplinents on your
handwri ti ng.

M5. GOG@ NS: Don't ask ne to do
math. 1'mgoing to sort of face sideways
so | can see everybody and | can see you.

First of all, |I want to say that
it's a beautiful |ooking plan, a | ot of

nice pictures, a lot of nice feeling,
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statenents, but | feel like it's not a
plan. A plan at this point, where we
stand with clinmate change, needs
i magi nation, bold initiatives and a
refusal to perpetuate the status quo and
busi ness as usual. This docunent does
not do that. This docunent has a first
volune, lots of pictures; volunme two, and
volune two has a ot of forecasts in the
absence of planning, and the forecasts
seemto be based on what the current
reality is rather than where do we want
to go?

I want to know where vol ume three
is. Volunme three would have really
i nnovati ve ideas for noving away fromthe
ki nd of energy generation that we have
now. There is much too bi g conponent of
natural gas in this plan and it's very
craftily -- | don't want to, you know,
that's a | oaded word, but | think it's
kind of stated in a way that doesn't nake
it clear. First of all, natural gas is

not clean energy. It is not renewabl e.
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It is a fossil fuel. | think what's
I mportant i s nobody anywhere in this plan
uses the word nethane and | kind of want
to know where the word net hane is.
Met hane is the worst greenhouse gas than
c@. |If you use atine |line of the next
50 years switching to nethane doesn't do
anybody any good and it just nakes a | ot
of people sick and causes a | ot of
envi ronment al danmage. Um what's goi ng
to be an endangered thing in the next 50
years is water, water, and we're not
| acki ng for energy, we're not |acking for
ways of generating energy from
renewabl es. They're doing it in Germany,
they're doing it all over the world.
They're not doing it as much as they
should. But we need to be | eading. New
York State should be | eading and setting
an exanpl e, not perpetuating the bad
policies of the other countries or other
states. Basically, this docunent
predicts fracking in New York State,

vol une two page 88, which | think is
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crimnal.

( Appl ause.)

SPEAKER #2: So what is cl ean
energy? It's not shal e gas, whose
extraction, transportati on and processing
rel eases high | evels of nethane and
causes air and water contam nation.

| want to give you ny copy of a
little plan that was done at Stanford and
Cornell by Professors Jacobson -- let's
see, let ne read all these guys, Bob
Howart h, Mark Delucchi. This was a
peer-reviewed fantastic 2030 plan which
shows how New York State can conpletely
nove to renewabl es by 2030. No -- [|'1]
just read you, Wn't the transition be
expensive? No, many forns of renewabl e
energy are already cost effective
conpared to fossil fuels, even w thout
considering the cost to health and gl obal
war m ng. What do we want to spend nbney
on? W can spend it now or put it off,
and we'll going to have to spend it

anyway to mtigate damage and pay for
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cleanups like for Sandy. | think this is
a question of what do we believe in and
do we have the guts, and the balls,
excuse ny | anguage, to do what we know is
right. What we knowis right. This is a
noral issue. |It's not political. It's
not, you know, what's the easiest thing
to do. W nanaged to convert from
unfortunately, horses to cars in about 20
years, you know. So it's not we can't do
bi g technol ogi cal i nnovation. People are
doing it, they're doing it, so we need to
doit, and I'd like to be proud to be a
New Yor ker and say that we |l ed the way
for the country.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Toby Horn, followed by Christopher
Raup.

MS. HORN:. Good norning, ny nane is
Toby Horn. [|I'ma real estate broker and
" mrepresenting nyself as an individual
citizen of New York Gty.

We are a visual society. W use

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram so it only
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holds, so it's only reasonabl e when you
tal k about renewabl e energies we talk
about wind and solar, but there is
anot her renewabl e energy we shoul d be
tal ki ng about and that's geot her nal
ground source heat punps. Lester Brown
and Jeffrey Sacks have acknow edged
geot hermal ground source heat punps and
bel i eves that we should be including them
in our dialogue. Renewables are being
addr essed now but we don't have the
conpl ete picture, okay? W really need
to di scuss the geothermal source ground
punps in our dial ogues and hopefully,
after today it will be addressed.

Fossil fuels have been around for
150 years. | think their tine is up and
we need to discuss renewabl es. They say
we can get a cleaner fossil fuel. In ny
opinion that's |i ke saying you can be
like a little bit pregnant rather than
just being pregnant. My opinion, there
Is no such thing as a cl eaner fossil

fuel. We need to get rid of all the
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fossil fuels. W need to adjust the
renewabl es and we need to do it now
because if we want our planet to exist we
need to change our way of thinking and
start addressing solar, wnd and geo
thermal, and geothernmal, and to ne, it's
ground source heat punps. | hope
everyone looks it up and starts
i nvestigating their other alternatives.
Thank you.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Chri st opher Raup foll owed by Jill
V\&i ner .

MR, RAUP: Good norning. M nane
IS Chri stopher Raup, manager of State
Regul atory Affairs for Con Edi son. Thank
you for the opportunity to provide these
remar ks on behal f of Con Edi son and
Orange & Rockland Uilities. Qur conpany
is supportive of the devel opnent of the
State Energy Plan as a road nap to neet
the future energy needs of the peopl e of
New Yor k.

Con Edi son serves 3.1 mllion
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electric custoners and 1.1 natural gas
custoners in New York City and
Westchester, as well as 1,700 steam
custoners in Manhattan. CQur Orange and
Rockl and affiliate serves 300, 000
electric custoners and 130, 000 gas
custonmers i n Rockland, Orange and
Sullivan Counties in New York. Last year
Con Edi son and O&R served 43 percent of
the state's peak electric | oad.

Con Edi son supports the stated
focus of the State Energy Plan, on energy
affordability; enhancing resilience and
flexibility of the electric grid,;
custoner choice; energy innovation
aligned with market denmand; and using
private sector financing to achi eve cl ean
ener gy goal s.

Whi |l e we support the focus of the
Pl an, the details of its inplenentation
are inportant. W'd |like to suggest sone
principles to guide inplenentation so
that the Plan achi eves benefits for our

custoners.
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The first principle we'd like to
enphasi ze is affordability. W note the
focus of the Plan and we appreciate it.
The affordability of energy is critical
to our custoners despite changes to how
custonmers use energy and the type of
energy they choose. W should avoid
i ncentive structures that shift costs
from one group of custonmers to anot her.

I ncentives shoul d encourage technol ogi es
t hat benefit all custonmers, and should
have a goal of affordability for al
custonmers. Affordability should al so
consider reliability, resiliency and

cl ean energy needs.

Taxes and fees have a mjor inpact
on affordability; 30 percent of a typical
Con Edison bill is conmprised of taxes and
f ees.

W& oppose to using the utility bill
to collect general revenues, as this
reduces affordability. Moreover, such
pol i ci es encourage custoners to nake

decisions sinply to avoid these charges.
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Finally, the last principle we
enphasize is reliability. Reliability:
Reliability electrical service is very
i nportant to our custoners. W have very
strong reliability performance and are
taking steps to i nprove that perfornmance
in extreme weat her, to strengthen our
systens and to inprove our ability to
restore custonmers when weat her affects
service. This includes for our overhead
system nwmking investnents in selective
underground distribution circuits, and
for our underground system naki ng
investnents in el evating equi pnent and
fl ood barriers.

Con Edi son and Q&R shoul d be
consi dered partners when inplenenting the
many initiatives in the Plan because we
bring special skills and experience to
the table. W interact with our
custonmers every day. Qur custoners
talked to us 15 mllion tinmes in 2013 and
we are taking steps to inprove our

conmmuni cations with them i ncludi ng using
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nobi | e applications, social nedia and
expandi ng the use of e-nmail and text
nmessagi ng. W understand the chal |l enge
of building the infrastructure. W are
I ntegrating custoner resources into our
system and are planning for the future
handl ed by forecasting savings from
demand si de nanagenent. This includes
ext ensi ve experience hel pi ng our
custoners with energy efficiency neasures
and we're actively considering what the
utility of the future will |ook |Iike and
how our custoner choices wll inpact the
future busi ness nodel.

Wiile the Plan puts forth nunerous
initiatives 1'd like to highlight just a
few that are significant to Con Edi son
and our cases. Updating the electric and
gas deliver systens to insure service
quality and reliability, we strongly
support this initiative and as noted
previously, we're nmaking significant
i nvestnents in our energy delivery system

to enhance reliability and resiliency.
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Facilitating new energy business
nodel s: We support this initiative and
in particular, we support providing
flexibility to utilities to provide a
variety of services to custoners, to own
or operate distributed resources, or
bot h.

Real i gn energy efficiency policies
to accel erate the pace of deploynent: W
support reexamn ning policies regarding
the State's energy efficiency prograns,
and are working closely with the State to
I ncrease the effectiveness of our
programs. Energy efficiency continues to
be the | east-cost nethod of noving to a
cl ean energy future, and we believe
streamlining policies will result in
better prograns for our custoners.

And finally, establishing the New
York Green Bank to nobilize private
sector capital: W generally support
this recommendati on. The devel opnent of
the Green Bank could be significant, in

particular, it's vision of noving state
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support for renewabl e energy from
i ncenti ve-based programs to
fi nanci ng- based programs. But we shoul d
take care that the G een Bank addresses
the credit needs of all custoner
segnents. Returning to the focus on
affordability, the State shoul d seek ways
to conplete the G een Bank's
capitalization w thout increasing fees on
custoner bills.

In closing, we ook forward with
our custoners in New York State in the
I npl enent ati on of the Plan. WbrKking
t oget her, Con Edi son can consi der and
nmeet the State's objectives in providing
our custoners with a strong energy
infrastructure that is safe, reliable,
cl ean and affordable. Thank you.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Jill Wener?

M5. VEINER It's Jill Wener,
WI-EENNE-R | work with the all
vol unteer grassroots Catskill G tizens

For Safe Energy. | live in Sullivan
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County, the New York side of the Del aware
Ri ver basin. This is ny closest hearing.
I"'mtwo hours fromhone. | did take a
bus to reduce ny carbon footprint, an
hour to get to the bus. So, I'mgoing to
start off speaking on behalf of the 53
organi zati ons that requested an extension
of the public comment hearing on this
pl an and of fer our thanks for that
ext ension, but we still do have sone
out st andi ng requests, and | have about
five of them

So, one further hearing, further
schedul ed hearing shoul d be changed to
eveni ng hours to nmake them nore
accessible to the public.

Two, providing the reference and
unpubl i shed, so attai nabl e greenhouse gas
inventory and draft energy efficiency and
renewabl e resource potential docunents.
Un so this plan as it is, Is now
i nconpl et e.

Providing public information

session so that clarifying questions can
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be asked and hopefully answered. W also
request additional hearings in the Hudson
Val | ey, Finger Lakes. These are two
areas that are -- you were nandated to do
si x hearings, but there's no reason not
to do nore. The identity also of the
public nenbers of the energy Pl anni ng
Board are unknown and we think that we
shoul d know who t hose peopl e are; and
frankly, this plan should be presented in
its entirety with all relevant documents
publicly available, and until it is it's
really unreasonable to cl ose a comment
period. The public and our climate
actually deserve a lot nore, and | have a
letter with further details that ['1]
hand over to you, M. Rhodes.

So the New York State Energy Pl an
Is a report wwth goals but by definition
it is not a plan. There's no road map to
get us to the stated goals to reduce
gr eenhouse em ssions by 2050 fromthe 80
percent -- |I'msorry, by 80 percent from

1990 | evels. The docunent is really like
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a New Year's resolution, to | ose 15
pounds by February 10, but to eat
chocol ate and chi ps and sit on the couch
and wait for the pounds to nelt away, |
can assure you it didn't work, it never
does. And it's good to have goals. But
the goal s nust be properly spelled and
' mgoing to go back to the diet
met aphor. We cannot cut our carbon
em ssions and repl ace those m ssing
calories with nore fat from net hane shal e
gas. W just cannot. It will not work
for our fragile climate. Qur collective
pants are splitting here and we need a
real diet and it may not be all that
pl easant, but we need it. W cannot rely
on a swap-out. W cannot substitute
t hese carbon for shale gas and think
we're going to achieve a result that wll
benefit our system |In fact, we are
goi ng to nmake things much, nuch worse for
t he carbon, and beyond the climate, it
makes it worse for the public health

social structure and the econony for
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communities that are forced to host
fracking, fracking infrastructure, and
t he suggested new converted power plants
that will run on frack shale gas. The
docunent does refer to natural gas as
clean, as a clean source of energy. It
iIs not. Um natural gas, which we should
officially really start to refer to as as
frack gas or shal e gas, is nethane.
Met hane is a scientifically proven potent
greenhouse gas and it's really sinply
mat h. Fracki ng equal nmethane, nethane
equal s climte change. There was
sonething in the docunent, we were happy
to see it and I amnot still calling it a
plan. It is a docunment. |'m happy to
see that the state has its eye on ranping
up renewabl es and efficiency by
strengt heni ng buil di ng codes and audits,
but there seens to be sone sort of
schi zophreni c di sconnect in this docunent
pronotes the using of frack shale for
home heating and as a transportation

fuel. Um Adam Brandt, a | eading author
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of "Methane, Leaks from North American
Nat ural Gas Systens," says that sw tching
fromdiesel to nat gas, that's not a good
policy froma climte perspective, and we
agree there are alternatives including
fast-charging electric buses. By
suggesting conversion to natural gas for
hone heating the State is pronoting an
unsust ai nabl e energy with price sw ngs,
and as we've seen fromrecent propane
short ages, possible unreliable access.
The State is al so basically making a
sales pitch for the industry creating
nmore nat gas custoners. Additionally,
pl an margi nali zes and crowds out the
renewabl e energy sector.

There is a plan to convert New York
State to energy infrastructure. M
friend, Heidi, gave you the short
version. | have the full report here,
and we can do this. It's feasible,
econom c, healthy and sust ai nabl e.

Finally, and |I'm just about done.

Port Anbrose is an LNG term nal that's
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proposed for the coastal waterways off
Long Beach. It's a project of Liberty
Nat ural Gas represented by an executive,
Roger Whelan. It's also sponsoring an
i mport termnal off the coast of
Rockaway. M. Whel an, on behal f of
Li berty, publically states that Port
Anbrose will be an inport term nal here
as well. It doesn't take nuch
I magi nation to cone to the concl usi on
that it's going to be an export term nal
her e.

This termnal wll increase the
pressure to frack if it's an export to
frack New York and to increase dangerous
fracking in other communities on the
Marcel lus fault and if Port Anmbrose is an
import termmnal, it will bring nore
nmet hane into the greater netro area.

Met hane has no place in the Plan for New
York unless the Plan is to harmthe
climate and 1'll speak directly to the
governor: (Governor Cuonpb, you have the

ability and responsibility to veto Port
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Anbrose under maritine | aw and we want
you to do that inmedi ately.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

M5. VAN DCOLSON: Good norni ng, ny
nane i s Susan Van Dol son. |I'mwth two
groups, Westchester for Change, an
al |l -vol unteer grassroots organi zati on,
and Stop the Al gonquin Pipeline
Expansi on, also an all-vol unteer
grassroots organi zati on.

Just about sixteen nont hs ago New
York Gty was hit with a stormthat
devastated nmuch of the region. |Its
short-termand |l ong-terminpact is
i mprinted on the mnds of all of us.
Many New Yor kers thought |iving through
such a trenendous stormwould finally
hel p policy-makers to nove New York State
away fromreliance on fossil fuel, both
because of the inmpact on clinmte and
because of the acute need to create a
nmore locally distributed power system
It's very di sappointing that the New York

State Draft Energy Pl an does not provide
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a solid pathway away fromreliance on
fossil fuels, nor does it provide sonme
concrete goals that show a conmtnent to
the future. For exanple, the Draft Pl an
doesn't specify how the State w |
achi eve a goal set by Governor Paterson
to reduce em ssions 80 percent by 2050.
Though the Draft provides sonme incentive
to devel op sone renewabl e energy, and to
create sone local distribution system
t hese gai ns are underm ned by an
I ncreased dependence on net hane gas and
fossil fuels. The Draft Plan operates on
a fal se premise that nethane is cl ean
Met hane em ssions from shal e gas and
construction projects are significant
contributors to climte change. Methane
Is 72 times nore powerful than cO2 and
greenhouse gas. The final plan should
requi re nmeasurenent and tracking of al
aut opsy greenhouse em ssions, including
those fromthe full life cycle shale gas
devel opnent. There shoul d have been a

speci fic schedule for the reduction of






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

37

HEARI NG
total greenhouse gas enm ssions with
benchmarks at regular intervals. There
are multitudes proposed gas
infrastructure projects that require
permts to be granted by New York State
agencies. The New York State Energy
Board should be taking a holistic
appr oach when eval uating these projects
by | ooking at | ong-term econom ¢ and
heal th i npacts for new and expanded
pi pel i nes, gas-fired power plants,
storage facilities and liquified natural
gas plants. New York's energy policy
shoul d not be predicated on facilitating
t he gas conpany's needs to nove the gas
fromthe Marcellus shale region to and
t hrough New York, then for export to the
gl obal market where gas wll command a
hi gher price. Gas infrastructure i nmposes
health and safety risks to New Yorkers,
adds to climate change, and ties up
i nvestment dollars that could be better
used for wnd, water and sol ar projects.

Thi s plan does not take into account the
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health and safety i npact and associ at ed
costs fromall these projects.

One gas pipeline project is the
Wl lians Transco Rockaway Lateral which
I's proposed to cross an extrenely
vul nerabl e area of the Cty exactly where
Sandy took aim

Anot her ill-conceived project is
the Port Anbrose off the coast of Long
Beach. LNG facilities are a terrori st
target, explosive hazard. Governor Cuono
has the power to reject the LNG facility
and the PSC should and could streanline
the creating of a wind farm proposed for
t he sane area.

Gover nnent Cuonp's Draft Energy
Pl an call ed for Indian Point nuclear
facility not to be relicensed. Wat did
t hey suggest instead? They called for a
gas-fired power plant such as the CPV
power plant that's near the end of its
permtting process. A PSC hearing w il
be hel d next Tuesday in Mddletown. This

polluting plant is not needed and shoul d
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be rejected. It pronotes fracking. It
is not clean. To support this you should
go to the Riverkeeper's website press
rel ease about extendi ng com ssion by the
Nat ur al Resource Defense Council by
Synapse. The press rel ease states that
I ndi an Point can be shut down w t hout any
-- one additional cubic foot of natural
gas. This plan should not include
gas-fired power plants and associ at ed
infrastructure. |In contrast to these gas
infrastructure projects, Dr. Mark
Jacobson, a visionary scientist and
econom st has proposed sol uti ons project,
whi ch you heard about, which provides a
road map for New York State to produce
one hundred percent of our energy for
electricity, transportation, heating and
cooling, using wnd, water and solar for
efficiency and conservation. This plan
reduces energy demand by 36.4 percent.
It creates 254,000 jobs that would | ast
for at | east 40 years. The Plan al so

predicts 2,500 less air pollution deaths
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and savings of energy health and clinate
costs at $4, 100 per person.

In conclusion, I would like to
state that | object to the fact that sone
conponents of this energy plan were not
released in tinme for these hearing. How
fair is that for the public? Are we
ready to believe that the public's
opinion will be taking serious? |1'm here
today to say that New Yorkers deserve
better. Governor Cuonp can be a | eader
in the nation by proposing an energy pl an
to reject the increased use of clinmate
change and fossil fuels. New York |ived
t hrough Sandy. We are tough. W can
prove to the world we don't need frack
gas and that we enbrace energy policy
t hat pronotes econom c growth powered
W t hout fossil fuel. The deci sion-naking
and comm tnent to succeed nust begin
t oday, not 10 years from now and not 20
years fromnow. W don't have tinme to
wait .

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.
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Any Allen, to be foll owed by Susan
Fi | guer as.

MS. ALLEN: Any Allen, Westchester
County Associ ation. Wstchester County
Associ ation is a business nenbership
organi zati on focus on the econonic
vitality of Westchester County and the
surroundi ng region.

W& recogni ze that energy policy is
a critical conponent of the instate
econony affecting business and our entire
community. That is why it is inportant
for the State to have an energy plan that
creates pragnatic solutions to neet the
short and |l ong-term needs for heating
hones, fueling businesses and driving job
creation. The creation of an energy pl an
Is an inportant step for New York State
creating | owcost, reliable and
envi ronmental | y consci ous energy requires
policy and infrastructure inprovenent
t hat encourages private investnment in an
I nstate generation using a range of fuel

sour ces.
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El ectric infrastructure in New York
State is currently insufficient to
expl oit our present instate generating
capacity. Wil e downstate businesses and
residential ratepayers face high prices
due to high denand, upstate generators
operate at partial capacity because there
is no ability to nove their surplus
capability. The result is that the
downstate utility inmport expensive
out -of -state power through overpriced
transm ssi on patchwork projects.

Despite the State's attenpt to
reduce energy consunption it has actually
increased in recent years, and while
conservation and great efficiency are
critically inportant, there are
fundanentally two ways to neet this
grow ng demand: One, is in ways that
send our noney out of state and benefit
others; or two, by facilitating the
econom c benefits of the energy
production here at hone. At present, the

St ate bypasses upstate generators to
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bri ng power downstate from Canada, via
t he Chanpl ai n Hudson Power Express, CHPE,
bypassi ng i nstate generators in favor of
rescui ng Hydro- Quebec investors fromthe
expensi ve boondoggl e of their own does
not anopunt to sound energy policy. It is
i mperative that the State cease its pet
project to build the CHPE and focus on
pragmati c strategi es achi eving our
| arger, common goals of creating
I nexpensive, reliable energy for New York
State with mninmal environnental inpacts

The reliability and affordability
of electricity throughout New York State
should be the first priority of any
sensi bl e state energy plan. This neans
creating a regulatory environnent that
facilitates private i nvestnent, keeps New
York noney in the state, and continues to
| ower our carbon output. It also neans
| owering our electrical infrastructure to
nmove electricity between regions while
grow ng the econony and creating jobs.

Wil e these solutions aren't sinple, they
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W Il provide consistency for businesses
an increase reliability.
The Westchester County Associ ati on
t hanks the State for this opportunity to
contribute to the state's energy pl an.
MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Susan Fil gueras, followed by Paul ette

GCsbor ne.
M5. FILGUERAS: | have a lot to
say. This is ny second trip. | was in

Br ookl yn yesterday because | have an
awful lot to say and five mnutes doesn't
doit. I'mfrom Rockland County, the
town of Stony Point, and we are one of
the towns that's part of the community
reconstructi on zone program by the
governnent that got beaten up by the
hurricane, the Cctober snowstorm W are
al so one of the counties that is a host
community to energy infrastructure and
one of the comments | nade yesterday is
that there is no neeting schedul ed for
Rockl and, Orange, Putnam G een, Duchess,

and we're the counties that host the
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infrastructure in New York State. W
need to be heard. Um and after
li stening to everybody today | thought,
oh boy, I'mgoing to get up here and say
this, but | am W need to build in New
York, for New York by New York and create
New York jobs. W |lost two power plants
i n Rockland County. Rockland County is a
hair's breath from bankruptcy. The
peopl e who own those plants realized that
it's cheaper to operate themas a | oss,
sell off their air em ssions credits and
I don't know what they're doing wth
their water intake credit, and charge the
towns back a tax certiorari. Do you know
Rockl and County is paying $11 mllion a
year in interest. W haven't touched the
princi pal, because they claimtheir
property is not worth what it once was.
W& need businesses that cone to New York
that nmean to build in New York to becone
New York to support one of the greatest
| abor forces we've got and it's one of

the best. W can build it bigger,
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better, with far nore experienced people
t han al nost anywhere else in the world,
and | believe that, because ny uncle, ny
brother, nmy cousin, ny father, ny nother
need jobs. W can't export.

| did bring you sone new pictures.
Rockl and County is host to this tiny
little island up near Bear Mbuntain
called lona Island. It's a bird
sanctuary, and as the bird sanctuary it
Is an eagle sanctuary. |'msorry, |
apol ogi ze, | couldn't print them out for
everybody. The Anerican Bald Eagl e nest
in lona Island and right now t hey' ve cone
out of their nest and they're
magni ficent. The Power Express i s going
to bl ast underneath lona |Island so that
they can bring their extension cord from
Quebec to Queens. | brought you anot her
pi cture, did a small history | esson | ast
night. Stony Point is honme to one of the
nost resounding wins in a battle in the
Revol uti onary War. The Chanpl ai n Hudson

Power Express plans to dig our
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revol utionary heros up, to tear that
cenetery asunder and put their extension
cords. They've told their job supervisor
t hey won't, but the docunents they
submtted to the Public Service
Comm ssi on, the Departnent of Energy, and
the Arny Corps of Engi neers show t he
i nstallati on going through ny cenetery.
These are the people who fought and di ed
for ny right to stand here. They fought
and died for your right to be el ected and
sit here. They fought for Governor
Cuono's right to be el ected Governor and
we're going to dig themup? | object to
t hat .

The Chanpl ai n Hudson Power Express
prom sed jobs. The Departnent of Energy
was very clear, 26 jobs. They prom sed
construction jobs. They're going to
i mport their labor, their construction
| abor, because the machinery they're
using is highly sophisticated and needs
an educated | abor force.

They prom sed savings -- oh, wait,
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that's not to the enduser, that's to the
producer, to Bl ackstone, the very people
who bankrupted the Merritt, Bow i ne,
Lovett plants, the two plants that
bankr upt ed Rockl and County and we're
payi ng them $11 el even nillion not to do
anything with that very val uabl e
resour ce.

To end, |'ve been reading,
studyi ng, followi ng the New York State
Ener gy H ghway. Now we got the New York
Energy Plan. | didn't know about the
heari ng because | don't read the Federal
Regi ster with ny coffee. Education,

li stening to every one of these people,
educati on and engaging the public is so
important, and if we can't be heard we're
t he peopl e who have to pay the bill.
We're the host comunity. W are the
peopl e whose property wll be eni nent
domain for a Canadi an transm ssion |ine,
no j obs, taking our taxes, and they're
going to dig up our Anerican heroes.

Pl ease, sonmebody hear us. Thank you.
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MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Paul ette Gsborne foll owed by Laura
MG | .

M5. OSBORNE: | yield ny tine to
soneone el se.

MR. RHODES: Are you Laura?

M5. McA LL: Yes. | also want to
say a few things but 1'"'mgoing to yield
nmy tine, too.

Anyway, anyway, |'mjust here. |'m
a volunteer. | go out. | feel like I'm
out everyday trying to do sone rally
agai nst fracking, Sierra Cub, Food and
Water Watch. |'mworried about the w ne
in upstate New York, to add a little
levity to this, so that's ny big concern
I think anybody who votes on this plan or
has anything to do, including Governor
Cuono, before they do anything they
should take a trip to D nock,

Pennsyl vani a. | went there and was very,
very affected by what | saw and | think
that everybody sits in their ivory tower

and thinks it's not going to happen to us
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and it's not going to happen in New York
State, but it is. The water, all the
water that's used for fracking, it's just
a waste of water because these are not
renewabl e, this is not renewabl e energy.
So | saw this and like I said, | would
hope that anybody that's in power, |
don't know if you' ve been to D nock,
Pennsyl vania. There's other places but I
think that's about the closest, | w sh
t hat sonebody, or the people we net

there, that they have their water that

| ooks yellow. | nean, | wouldn't touch
it let alone -- | don't know, | woul dn't
touch it. | have a picture of nme hol di ng

it but to think that that could happen

here, when | live in New York Cty and we
have the best water, | feel, in the
Uni ted St at es. | lived out in L.A for a

while, we couldn't take it out of the
tap. We had to filter it, and to think
that's going to be, plus everything el se
that's going to be affected. Like I

said, I'"'mvery enotional and not as well
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read or eloquent as the other people that
have spoken, but | really, really suggest
t hat you al so watch Gasl and and Gasl and 2
and al so go to D nock, Pennsylvania. |If
anybody has anything else to say they can
use the rest of ny tine.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Betty Trentlyon, if | have that
right, followed by Eric Weltman.

MS. TRENTLYON: 1"l pass.

MR RHCODES:. |Is that Betty
passing? Eric Weltman, or Wl frin
foll owed by Karen Cherry.

MR VELTMAN: My nane is Eric
VWltman and |'m a senior organizer with
Food and Water Watch, a nati onal
non-profit organization out of their
Br ookl yn office. |'mhere to urge
Governor Cuonp to ban fracking, | ead New
York in a transition to renewabl e energy,
as well as to veto the proposed Port
Anbrose liquified natural gas facility.

In Cctober 2012 Hurri cane Sandy

sl ammed New Yor k devastating conmmunities
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across the region. Even today, nmany
victinse of this climte disaster are
struggling to pick up the pieces and put
t heir hones and nei ghbor hoods back
t oget her.

The question today, the question
today i s whether governing Cuono wll be
a | eader in preventing further clinmte
catastrophe. The question today, the
question today i s whether Governor Cuono
will lead New York in a transition to
renewabl e energy or deepen our reliance
on the dirty fossil fuels that caused
tragedies |ike Hurricane Sandy.
Unfortunately, Governor Cuonb's current
Draft Pl an woul d mai ntain New York's
dependence on fossil fuel. It would
enabl e a massi ve dol e out of pipelines,
conpressor stations, storage facilities,
power plants and other infrastructure and
it would rely on fracking in other states
and stinmul ate the demand for even nore
fracking. Already, New York's | andscape

Is becomng littered with dirty dangerous
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infrastructure projects, froma
conpressor station in Mnisink to the
pi peline here in Manhattan and even nore
bei ng proposed, such as the storage
facility in Seneca Lake and liquified
natural gas termnal off of Long I sl and.
These projects risk public safety, our
communi ties and the environnent and
enabl e fracking which threatens our
water, our air, our food, and our
climate.

The threat of further climte
catastrophe is particularly stark here in
New York G ty. Burning natural gas
rel eases dangerous | evels of carbon
di oxi de. More problematic, fracking for
nat ural gas rel eases nmassi ve anounts of
nmet hane. Methane is an extrenely potent
greenhouse gas, 333 tines nore efficient
i n trappi ng heat than carbon di oxi de over
a hundred years, and about a hundred
times nore potent than carbon dioxide
over 20 years.

The sinple truth, the sinple truth
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Is Governor Cuono can not lien on climate
change and all ow fracking i n New YorKk.
The sinple truth, the sinple truth is
Gover nor Cuono cannot lien on clinmate
change and rely on frack gas from ot her
states. |If he has any hope, if Governor
Cuono has any genuine, realistic
expectation of attaining his goal of an
80 percent reduction in greenhouse gases
he cannot, nmust not, allow fracking in
New York. The bottomline, this is the
bottomline: New York should not spend
anot her di ne on deepeni ng our dependence
on natural gas or enabling fracking here
or anywhere. Not one nore dine, not one
nore di me, not even one nore penny on
deepeni ng our reliance on natural gas.

Gover nor Cuono shoul d ban fracking
in New York. He should veto the Port
Anbrose LNG facility and use the full
extent of his authority to stop other
infrastructure project, and he shoul d
| ead, Governor Cuono should | ead on

preventing climte change by producing a
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plan that transitions New York to a
cl ean, renewabl e energy future. The here
pl an today does not do that.

MR, RHCODES: Karen Cherry, followed
by Gregory G ant.

MS. CHERRY: Good norning. M nane
is Karen Sherry. | am a Brooklyn
resident and | eader of Brooklyn, New
York. On behalf of the residents and
children and famly | stand here today in
support of relicensing Indian Point
energy center. As a rate payer it is
important to ne that the cost of the
powerful -- the power is affordable.

Right now it is anything but affordable.
In fact, New York State and New York City
practically has al nost the highest power
costs in the nation. |If we continue to
pile on costs by inposing clean and

af fordabl e energy plants, how can we
expect New York to thrive in this cold
weather? W can't. The State Energy

Pl an nust assure the power is safe,

reliabl e and af f ordabl e sources of
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energy. Additional unnecessary costs
must not pass onto al ready overburdened
New York City residents.

In closing, New York City needs
nore power plants to produce clean, clean
and af fordabl e power, not fewer. For
these reasons | strongly urge you to
i nsure continued operation at |ndian
Poi nt energy center. Thank you for your
consi derati on.

MR. RHODES: G egory G ant,
foll owed by Reverend Robi nson.

MR GRANT: |'m Gregory Grant and
I'ma resident of Brooklyn, New York.
Thank you for taking the tine to hear ny
views on New York Draft Energy Plan. In
the cold weat her we experienced | ast
nont h natural gas and electricity bills
skyrocketed, rising 20 percent on
average. For renters, honeowners and
busi nesses across the City this is an
unsuspect ed cost that can cause
signi ficant budgeting problens. Many of

the residents in our comunities can
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barely afford to feed their famlies.
The energy produced by I ndi an Point,
however, represents stability in an
unpredictable climate. It is vitally
i mportant to keep Indian Point open as it
Is one of the resources with reliable
out put and stable prices. |In particular,
the price of the energy produced by
I ndi an Poi nt does not change with the
weat her. | cannot stand by as opponents
of Indian Point force Brooklyn famlies
to pay higher rent, outrageous energy
bills for the products they need. New
Yor k nmust nove towards neki ng sure that
our people in the Cty have reliable
energy. Relicensing Indian Point is the
first goal of making this a reality and
New York State nust adopt its position in
iIts energy plan.

MR. RHCODES: Please. Reverend
Robi nson, followed by Marty Raj andran.

REVEREND ROBI NSON:  Good nor ni ng,
t hank you, good nobrning. W thank you

for allowng us to cone today before you
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to have remarks in regards to relicensing
I ndian Point. | think that safe,
heal t hy, affordable, reliable energy is
very inportant for the residents of the
Gty of New York. W all know when fuel
costs go up and natural gas goes go up
electrical costs go up. W have to think
about it. Just the other day | got an
oil delivery. Wen | bought ny hone ten
years ago, | was payi ng $300 for four
hundred gallons of oil. Now |I'm paying
$420 for four hundred gallons of oil.
That's why we need safe, healthy, clean,
performabl e, reliable energy.

Like I said, |I'"mhere today for
support of Indian Point. Thank you, sir,
and have a ni ce day.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.
Marty Raj andran, foll owed by Rachelle
Bradt. Pl ease have sone decorum and
respect. | know there are sone different
views here but it's the |ast few speakers
that are the only ones who received this

treat nent.
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MS. RAJANDRAN: Thank you. My nane
is Marty Rajandran. |'ma New York Cty
resident. |I'mnot an expert. | work
with sone of the groups here as a
vol unteer, but ny coments are not really
technical ones. I'mjust here as a
concerned New York resident.

I nmoved back to New York two years
ago living out of the country for nmany
years. | nmade a choice to come back to
the Gty. But to be frank, sonetines |
wonder if | nade the right choice.
Before | returned | never heard of
fracking or Indian Point. Wthin ny
first couple of days of living in the
Cty | saw sonething on tel evision that
really shocked nme. It was an energy
announcenent. There is an incident at
I ndian Point. You wll get further
i nstructions on what to do, and then it
said it's atest. Well, to be frank, I
di d not know what | ndian Point was so |
had to Google it and look it up and see

what this is all about. To see that we
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are living within 50 mles of a 40
year-ol d nucl ear power plant that has
outlived its useful ness and needs to be
replaced. | understand that even now
part of the plant has not been relicensed
because it is old and it's dangerous.
Thi s plant has been spew ng nucl ear waste
into the Hudson River for years. They
are storing nuclear waste on site because
accordi ng even to the federal governnent,
there is no place to save -- for safe
nucl ear waste di sposal, and we have
nucl ear waste right on our shoreline.

The other thing is evacuation, of
course, anything can happen but there is
no evacuati on plan so we are |iving
wthin 50 mles of a very dangerous

situation as we know, and Fukushi ma can

happen here. It can happen here and we
have to say no. |'m happy that Governor
Cuonmo does want to close it, but |I'm out

here | ooking at it for two years and |
don't see any real action happening. W

know that this woul d cause hardship so
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there needs to be a plan. Wat's the
Pl an? To close Indian Poi nt now and
replace it with sonme renewabl e energy
option so that we keep our rates | ow.
This woul d be ny fear and ny concern.

On fracking, well, 1've seen the
novies Gasland 1 and 2 and |'ve | earned a
| ot about fracking and anbng ny concerns
on fracking is that it uses huge, vast
amounts of water that then becone
unusabl e to us and as ot her peopl e have
said, this is not sonething that we can
afford to in the future. W need to have
cl ean water for our children and our
grandchi l dren and fracking is not going
to provide this to our hour children. In
addition, we have to be concerned about
what it does to the land and to the air,

and we are increasingly finding what it

does.

New York is naturally a green
state. It's one of the reasons why I
cane back here. | hope that we invest in

renewabl e energy resources avail abl e and
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that we are hearing about today, and that
we give incentives for green and that we
di vest fromfossil fuels immedi ately.
Thank you.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Rachel | e Bradt, foll owed by
Priscilla Bassett.

V5. BRADT: Good norning, |I'm
Rochell e Brant. |1'm a nenber of
Ri versi de Church Loved Earth community.
' ma nenber of Riverside Church Bel oved
Church community. W see the issue of
climate change as a noral issue that
everybody should be making their top
priority and of course, our governnent.
First of all, there are m sconceptions
about natural gas and nucl ear power as
bei ng cl ean. That has to be debunked.
Those sources of energy are not clean.
In fact, they are deadly, both of them
are deadly. The gas is deadly for water
and air, and the nuclear can | ead any
noment into a catastrophe none of us wl|l

survive. That is why there is no
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evacuati on pl an, because we cannot be
evacuated. So you have to consider that
fact if you want to save a few dollars on
your bill. On the other hand, this
report that has been referred to | would
| i ke Governor Cuonp to | ook at the report
by an engi neer, by Professor Mark
Jacobson of Stanford and al so Professor
I ngraffea of Cornell University who have
their life experience is specifically
ener gy engi neering technol ogy. They have
spent 20, 30 years of their working life
to produce a plan how we, as United
States, can be a | eader in technol ogy
t hat we have been in the past, to nove
away from fossil and nucl ear fuels,
period. W cannot have anot her sol ution.
Any ot her solution is unrealistic because
there will be no planet to |live on.

So, these engi neers concl ude their
report which is in all details, costs are
accounted for. They put the factor and
health costs and they cone up with a

general plan that's very specific and
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anounts for New York State 50 percent
w nd, 26 percent sol ar, 24 percent tidal
geot hernmal hydroel ectric for the
production of electricity. This is only
electricity, but electricity being the
bi ggest source of pollution and the one
that is the easiest where we can repl ace
gas to fuel our power plants with gas, is
absol utely absurd and backwards. This is
an ol d, outdated technol ogy, and
interesting, go back to when Con Edi son
started -- | nmean, M. Edison, Thonmas
Al va Edi son, the genius, who brought us
the light bulb al nost didn't happen
because the gas industry of New York
wanted to sabotage the idea that they
could do w thout gas and they al nost nade
It inpossible to go the first
I mpl enent ati on of |ight bul bs because
they were afraid they would no | onger be
able to use their gas infrastructure, and
now we're right back at the sane probl em

Gover nor Cuonob, you are a | eader,

| eader of our state. Make New York State
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the Enpire State and an exanpl e of the
United States to set an exanpl e that
t echnol ogy can make us survive. W have
no ot her choi ce.

MR. RHCDES: Priscilla Bassett,
foll owed by Joan Farber.

MS. BASSETT: (Good norning, | have
sat here wonderi ng whether | shoul d pass
and then | renenbered that | read about a
week ago that there was a suit filed
agai nst the State of New York, against
t he governor, against Comm ssi oner
Martens by a group of | andholders in
upstate New York including residents of
my county, Sullivan County. | thought
today |1'd be the only person here from
Sullivan County and who am1? Not the
man in the street, I'"'man old |lady on a
country road in Neversink, New York in
Sullivan County, and we have Jill Weiner
who is, who has spoken before ne so
el oquently and with so nuch factual
information. What can | say? | can say

that |'ve been part of an effort in ny
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county and in our comunities witing
|l etters, going to public hearings,
| ectures, being out on the street,
calling for no fracking. W oppose
fracking now and in the future. The
social well-being of our communities, of
our county, the health, the environnental
costs of horizontal hydraulic fracturing
outwei gh the prom se of jobs that the
| andhol ders who filed that suit are
concerned with. W too are concerned
wWth jobs but not at the price of the
heal th of our country, of our county.

According to the Tines Herald

Record, Conm ssioner Martens has recently

said that there will be no fracking until
at least April, 19 -- | nean, excuse ne,
2015, 15.

Now, on behalf of ny famly and
ot her | andhol ders up there in Sullivan
County, and certainly Orange County with
t his new devel opnent with a pro fracking
facility being built, there are just too

many risks, too high a price to pay for
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endangering our |and, water, air, and our
social well-being in our communities.
New York's Energy Plan, and this is ny
chance to say this, because we're having
this public hearing, | may sound off
target sonewhat but |'m not, because this
is the issue. New York's Energy Pl an
must make our state a national renewable
energy | eader and unequivocally say no to
fracking. Qur health, our environment
and our social quality of life require
it.

Now, as a postscript, | want to say
in ny small comunity, G ahansville, New
York, Sullivan County, we have near by
Sul l'i van County Comrunity Col |l ege which
I's heated and cool ed by geot hernal punps.
We have the Daniel Pierce Public Library,
| i kew se, geothernmal. So thank you very
much.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Joan Farber, foll owed by Sam
Tatnal | .

M5. FARBER M nane is Joan Farber
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and ' ma resident of New York Cty and
Hancock, New York, which is right in the
m ddl e of the Marcellus shale. | too am
very concerned about the central place in
your plan of natural gas. The earth and
the life that supports it are all we have
and are. Hydro fracking for natural gas
t hreatens to poison on a | arge scal e al
we need for life, nanely, the air and the
wat er that sustains it. W know how bad
this i s Col orado, New Mexico and now in
Pennsyl vani a, and the ill ness and
pol I uti on we know about there is the
result of a relatively short-termeffect.
That is to say, we know about the nerve
damage and the cancers because they have
al ready occurred. W don't know about
the long-terminpact of | arge
unretri evabl e anmounts of poi soned water
circul ati ng deep under the Earth or about
t he potential genetic changes in humans
and ani mal s because of these toxins
rel eased into streans, wetlands and

aqui fers, however, we do know fromthe
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Depart nent of Environnent al
Conservation's own report that the waste
water that is returned to the surface
from hydrof racking is radi oactive beyond
the legally safe limts and the avail abl e
water treatnent facilities are not
suitable for handling that. How much
nore do we need to know before we say
t hat natural gas should not be done in
New Yor k St ate.

MR. RHODES: Sam Tatnall foll owed
by Audrey Ahear ne.

MR. TATNALL: |'m Sam Tatnall, New
York City resident. |I'mtrained as a
physi ci st and software engi neer and in
part ny training says one should apply
| ogi ¢ wherever possible in one's
life-style. So | look at this problem of
hydraulic fracturing and | see not only
t he probl em of rel easi ng net hane and t he
carbon dioxide that will be generated by
the burning of it, but I"'mreally fearful
of poisoning the aquifer or streans, our

environnent and it's sonet hing that
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cannot be cl eaned up by a Superfund
cl eanup. W can't go back and say, Oh,
oh, we nade a mi stake, let's go and fix
it. Once these poisons are put in the
ground, that's it. W cannot go back.
So | amvery nuch opposed to
hydrofracking and I want to go on record
as saying so, and | think that we have to

find alternative sources of energy which

in the long-term wll allowus to
sustain our lives. And | just want to
say that | have coll eagues who are

smarter than I amwho say, Ch, it's not a
problem | nean, Yes, we have sone
climate change but how do you know it's
caused by human activity? Well, it's
quite obvious to ne that the kind of
change that has occurred in the | ast ten,
twenty years is not normal. It's not
sonet hing which it's ever been recorded
before in history so that we nust be
responsi ble for the clinmate change that
I's going on, and we nust change our ways.

So | just want to add that enphasis,
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t hank you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Dei dre Ahearne followed by Chris
Coppa.

M5. AHEARNE: |I'ma New York Gty
resident here in Manhattan and | am a
vol unteer w th 350NYC and we act for
environmental justice. |[|'mattendi ng
t hese heari ngs today because |I'm
passi onat el y concerned about what kind of
future we're creating. The President
said climate change is a fact and when
our children's children | ook us in the
eye and ask we did all we could to | eave
them a safe and nore stable world with
new sources of energy, | want to be able
to say yes, we did. Well, how can we not
believe that this statenent should be
viewed as a rhetorical device for
politicians, but rather as a call for all
citizens to hold our elected officials
accountable for their votes and actions
Wth regard to energy policy. Right now

we are al so experiencing the daily inpact
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of climate change with maj or weat her
di sruptions all over the worl d.
Scientists report neasurabl e inpacts on
bi odi versity, sea-level change, and ocean
acidification due to climte change.
Communities across the United States are
grappling with the environnent al
devastation and chronic health inpacts
t hat the aggressive exploitation of
fossil fuels has produced. d oba
econom es are fl oundering under the
wei ght of these natural disasters and
public emergency reserve funds, such as
FEMA, are seriously depleted. The
deci si ons that New York State makes now
with regard to energy policy can
contribute to this conti nued di sgracef ul
degradati on of our planet or it can
continue to reverse the conditions that
caused climate change.

Specifically, | want to address
t hese areas fromthe Pl an:

We need to update our aging

transm ssion and distribution systens
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wth new technol ogi es and efficiencies.
The Governor's Energy Hi ghway Initiative
is a good concept but howthis is
i npl emented is critical. Gid
noder ni zation will elimnate the
transm ssion constraints fromupstate to
downst at e and rebal ance the suppl y/ demand
gap. However, the Hudson River Capacity
Zone must be strongly rejected. This
financial construct, designed by FERC and
ISOis just a way to mani pul ate narket
prices by creating a Capacity Zone. It
wll place a surcharge on ratepayers in
order to provide incentives to the
el ectricity generators to construct new
gas-fired power plants. This w |
under m ne t he purpose of grid
noder ni zati on and thwarting the
I nt roducti on of renewabl e sources by
i nvestment in power plants.

Secondly, New York State nust turn
away fromdirty it and dangerous energy
and rapidly increase investnents in

renewabl e energy and energy efficiency
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now. The Energy Plan nmust commt to
extending the State's renewabl e energy
target to insure that 50 percent of New
York's electric energy cones from
renewabl e energy sources by 2025, with a
target of a hundred percent renewabl es by
2035. To acconmplish that, the governor's
Energy Pl an nust commit to doubling New
York's | and-based wi nd capacity and
invest in offshore wind this year.
Specifically, the State can purchase
of fshore w nd power to power Long I sl and
froma project under devel opnent east of
Mont auk poi nt, and nove forward
imediately with a project proposed by
t he New York Power Authority in the New
York wi nd energy area off the Rockaways.
Governor Cuono nust say no to the
proposed Port Ambrose LNG of fshore export
termnal. New York State nust invest in
wi nd turbines not LNG tankers. This plan
cites overreliance on the expansi on of
nat ural gas, however, New York nust ban

fracki ng now, and must nobve away from
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further increased investnents in any and
all forms of infrastructure, gas
infrastructure, in order to protect our
famlies fromfracking. Such
Infrastructure investnments only diverts
our resources away fromwhere they are
needed and sends a n xed nessage. W
nmust not collude with the notion that
natural gas is a clean energy. It is a
dangerous and toxic pollutant at every
stage of the production cycle and it
contributes to the accel erati on of gl obal
warm ng, mainly through the rel ease of
met hane gas, not to nention the danger of
eart hquakes that we're seeing in places
i ke Ckl ahoma. W must recogni ze t hat
the harns to a conversion to natural gas
will bring to Mnisink, Waywayanda,
Seneca, Port Anbrose, etc., and take
steps to nove away from that path.
I ncreasi ng New York's reliance on natural
gas commts New York to significant
I nvestnents i n unsustai nabl e gas

infrastructure that wll lock-in reliance
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on fossil fuels for decades to cone and
open New York up to the destructive and
devastating practice of hydraulic
fracturi ng which has di ssen nated near by
states, and significantly it wll
crowd- out opportunities for increased
renewabl e resources which should be the
si ngl e-m nded focus of our future Energy
Pl an. A bold, decisive and aggressive
investnment in all forns of renewabl e
energy now wi Il secure our energy future
and generate enploynent in the region.

In sunmary, Governor Cuono has an
opportunity to | ead New York towards a
rational policy shift in favor of
renewabl e energy sources and to reduce
the investnent of taxpayers' nobney in the
very coal, oil and gas industries that
are the nmajor source of carbon pollutants
in the atnosphere. Every energy deci sion
nmust be judged by the extent to which it
contributes to clinmate change through
I ncreased carbon and net hane em ssions or

provides a solution to the climte
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energency. The Governor nmust step up to
t he chall enge and i nstruct his energy
teamto reject projects and plans that do
not neet his litnmus test. The voters and
the children of the future wll take note
of his actions. Thank you.

MR. RHCODES: Thank you.

Chris Coppa followed by G egory
G ant.

M5. COPPA: Chris Coppa from Staten
Island. It took ne about two hours to
get here, and | just want to say | want
to -- I'"magainst fracking now and in the
future. | think it's damaging to the
environnment, the climate, the water, the
earth, everything, and it's really bad.
It's damaging to our health, and really,
it's pollution. So everyone has said it
so I'"'mnot going to reiterate what has
al ready been said. But | wanted to say
ny peace. Thank you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Gregory Gant, followed by Rebecca
Sm t h.
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Rebecca Smth, in that case,
foll owed by Ruth Hardi nger, please.

M5. SMTH. Good norning, my name
is Rebecca Smth. |I'mrepresenting -- ny
name i s Rebecca Smth, thank you for
getting ny name right.

' mrepresenti ng Damascus Citi zens
For Sustainability. The Energy Pl an
denonstrates a bias for natural gas
energy that is not based on fact. W
w Il show that nounting evi dence now
I ndi cates that nethane gas | eakage rates
t hroughout the natural gas lifetine nake
gas energy a driver for climte change,
not a cleaner fuel that slows it down.

The 2013 gas -- in 2013 Gas Safety,
Inc. released three studies on fugitive
met hane em ssions in Manhattan.
Comm ssi oned by Damascus Citizens for
Sustai nability, these reports show t hat
Manhattan exists in a cloud of elevated
| evel s of nethane produced al npst
entirely by pipeline | eaks. Methane is a

greenhouse gas far nore potent than
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carbon di oxi de. Conparable testing in
ot her cities throughout the nation show
sim |l ar findings.

Em ssi ons were neasured using a
cavity ring-down | aser spectroneter
driving over 160 mles of Manhattan
streets. The results indicate 8.6
billion cubic feet a year of nethane is
| eaked from Manhattan and | ost to the
at nosphere. The 2013 I ntergover nnent al
Panel for dinmate Change nakes nmet hane 84
times nore potent a greenhouse gas than
carbon di oxi de over a 20 year-period. In
gl obal warm ng terns, Manhattan's yearly
met hane em ssions are equivalent to
14,112000 netric tons of carbon dioxide.
Wiat is that like? It's |ike alnost 3
mllion nore cars in Manhattan a year, or
a 3.6 coal plants.

Met hane is odorl ess and col orl ess.
It's lighter than air and easily escapes
when gi ven the opportunity. \Wile
nat ural gas burns about half as dirty as

coal, nounting evidence shows gas to be
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wor se than other fossil fuels precisely
because of its propensity to | eak every
stage fromdrill site to distribution

How nmuch can the system | eak before
nmet hane | eaks make it worse than burning
coal? At the drill site for many 3.2
percent is the limt. At the drill
site -- these are really | ow nunbers --
2.3 percent that was registered in
Denver, Jul esberg Fossil formation.

Transport: This is the | ow nunber,
1.4 percent.

Di stribution: The Manhattan study
estimates nore than five percent.
Measured | eaks from Manhattan al one | ost
2.8 percent of the entire Con Edi son
system whil e representing only one-third
of its custoners. |If the entire customer
base | eaked only half as nuch as
Manhattan the rate would be 5.72 percent.
If we add al together the | ower estimtes
for drill site transport and distribution
we have a 9.2 percent em ssions.

The Draft Energy Plan fails to






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

81

HEARI NG
provi de adequat e neasurenents for nethane
in the atnosphere. Appendix 1 fromthe
Em ssions from Energy does not reference
met hane. Appendi x 4, Historical Trends
for air Pollutants lists eight different
results for pollutants. Nothing about
nmet hane. It cites 2011 NYSERDA as gi vi ng
a 1.7 percent emissions rate from
transm ssion and distribution alone. The
Manhattan report shows nore than five
percent at distribution.

Utimately, it is inpossible to
know exactly how nuch nmet hane is | eaked
from conpl ex processes over the natural
gas life cycle nationw de. However, it
is certain that there are many
opportunities for |eakage in the system
The enor nous di sappoi ntnments of the
Manhatt an and ot her urban em ssions
studies is that they provide actual
neasur ed data of | eakage at distribution.
That neans not EPA estimates of estinates
of estimates. It neans data. W cannot

expect industry to fix all these | eaks or
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operate within the safety tol erances of a
| abor atory.

So what's the down side of taking a
ri sk on natural gas? Enornmous. The New
York State Energy Plan that we're
di scussing today states the foll ow ng:
"Ri si ng at nospheri c greenhouse gas
concentrations are rapidly approachi ng
the | evel at which scientists project
t hat severe consequences are likely."
Because extrene global warmng is alife
or death consci ence, responsible policy
cannot approve natural gas as an energy
source. The tine to replace fossil fuels
wth renewables is now New York State
must aggressively transition out of
nat ural gas and other fossil fuels and
make a real commtnent to renewabl e
energy. Thank you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Rut h Har di nger, foll owed by
Pram Il a Malick.

M5. HARDINGER My nane is Ruth

Har di nger. Hello, can you hear that?
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First of all, thank you for this hearing.
This comment period is really too short
and extension to April is not enough.
Thi s comment period needs to be extended
for six nonths, total.

Three days ago John Kerry conpared
climate change to a weapon of nass
destruction.

Met hane is a short-lived climate
forci ng greenhouse gas. You heard a | ot
about it. Last fall the IPCC the
I nt ergovernnental Panel for Cimate
Change, stated that if we enphatically
reduced these em ssions we could sl ow
down hunman-caused cli mate change
i mperiling our pressure Earth.

What does it nean that nethane is a
pot ent greenhouse gas? By conparison to
weight, it's actually noved from86 -- to
86 pounds and even predicting up to a
hundr ed pounds, 86 pounds of nethane is
| i ke one pound of carbon di oxi de.

Met hane functions |like weight. Sun's

rays | and on the ground, nethane hol ds
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t hat heat down 86 tines nore than carbon
dioxide in the first 20 years of its
presence.

On page 55 of the New York State
plan it brings up the United Nations pl an
to, short-lived clinmate forcers
col |l aborating wth industry. It inplies
that after 20 years net hane goes away,
which is not correct. Methane degrades
and converts into carbon di oxi de and
conti nues to have gl obal warning
potential for a century or nore. The
Uni ted Nations and New York State shoul d
stop devel opnent and address the vast
amount of abandoned wel | s | eaki ng net hane
in New York State and everywhere, plus
t he oceans. That's nethane | eaks.

Slick marketing of shale gas as a
clean natural gas is pervasive in this
pl an. Where's the evidence that it's
cl ean? And naybe 50 percent | ess carbon
di oxi de when burned is not an effective
climate change advantage. |s this what

we're basing policies on? The | PCC says
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by 2050 if we continue using shal e gas
tenperatures will rise at | east 2 degrees
centi grade which is al nost 4 degrees
Far enhei t.

Shal e gas is not clean for health
and environnent and it's escal ating
climate instability.

Maki ng gas safe is not a realistic
goal. It wll cost at least a mllion
dollars a mle to replace urban
distribution lines. New York Gty has
over 4,320 mles of pipeline. There are
over 2.5 mllion mles of pipeline in the
United States, and half of them are over
50 years old. In what tine frane are
these | eaky lines going to be replaced?
And cutting pipes causes nore em ssi ons.
The so-call ed green conpletion wells
woul d still produce .4 percent | eakage at
best, so multiply that tinmes by how many
hundr eds of thousands of well s?
Conti nui ng addi ng nore short-1Ilived
climate-forcing gas to the atnosphere, it

does not address toxic and net hane
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m gration caused by faulty install ations
or fractured well casings. And there's
venting. And there is venting, |eakage
and flaring. North Dakota has already
flared 35 percent of its production.
There is no way this is sustainable.

Nei t her industry or EPA has taken
subst anti ve nmet hane em ssi ons
measurenents. Their reports on nethane
quantities are |l argely based on busi ness
deduction all owances for | eakage and
esti mates, not actual neasurenents. The
el evated net hane | evel s neasured in the
fugitive em ssions studies such as the
New York City report, Washington D.C and
Boston, while they nay appear to be snal
anounts, add up to anmounts that escal ate
climate change. These em ssions are part
of the new y understood status that
natural gas is worse than coal for
climate change. Gas efforts will provide
huge anounts of noney to the industry, it
Wil not benefit life. |Is that the goal ?

Whi |l e the purpose of this New York
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Gty plan is to figure out a better way
to provi de energy, the report pushes
substanti ated heal th probl ens about
hydr of racki ng for gas, pushes theminto
t he background. Wadely docunented wat er
contam nation, the | ack of safe places to
di spose of radi oactive waste from
drilling, endocrine disruptors causing
birth defects in wildlife and now
docunented in human births are only three
exanpl es of the many tragic events. Al so
asthma and ot her respiratory di seases are
caused by ground-| evel ozone which is a
product of nethane.

Many scientists say that we don't
have 20 years to address gl obal warm ng.
Di gging up the earth and spendi ng
trillions of nbney or nobre on
infrastructure that will only support gas
extraction for a few decades is a | osing
strategy. New York Plan should del ete
use and infrastructure devel opnent of
natural gas fromthis agenda and focus on

bui I di ng renewabl e energy and i ncreasi ng
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efficiency.

Qur gover nnment nust use the
precautionary principle and take
precauti onary nmeasures. W have no tine
for an expensive fix, false fix, that
will fail to solve these fossil fuels
probl ens that are causing nan- made
weapons of mass destruction. New York
State, don't go backwards.

MR RHCODES: Pram |l a Malick,

foll owed by --
M5. MALICK: | actually, | know a
| ot of people. | would |Iike to address

sone of these issues to the nenbers of
t he board that are here. So I'mgoing to
face them and | apol ogi ze.

My nane is Pramlla Mallick and |'m
here to testify on behalf of nyself as a
citizen of this great state and on behal f
of two grassroots, all-vol unteer
communi ty organi zations fromthe | ower
Hudson Val | ey, Protect Orange County and
Stop M ni sink Conpression Station.

I'd like to thank the Pl anni ng
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Board for giving ne the opportunity to
comrent on these proceedings. | am here
today specifically to comrent on
initiatives 6, 8 and 9 in the Plan which
explicitly pronotes the accel erati on and
expansi on of natural gas, including oil
to gas conversion and infrastructure for
gas transm ssion and di stri bution.
Al t hough it remains undecided if New York
State will all ow high-volunme hydraulic
fracturing, our state has already seen a
st eady expansion of gas infrastructure in
the past few years in order to facilitate
the transportation of shale gas from
Pennsyl vania to downstate markets such as
New York City. Unfortunately, ny
community of Mnisink in Orange County
has been on the front |lines of that
expansi on and our experiences over the
past few years served as a critica
war ni ng for our elected officials and
regul ators that such a path is filled
Wwth great risks that nust be identified

and under st ood before we take one further
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step in this direction. | wish |l could
say that our experiences are atypical.
But based upon accounts from ot her
communi ties across the country, they are
all too commpbn. And because this plan
w Il have permanent and irreversible
I mpacts upon ny conmunity and ot her
communities in the | ower Hudson Vall ey, |
would like to reiterate with the woman
from Rockl and County had requested, that
you hold public hearings in the | ower
Hudson Vall ey so that ny nei ghbors can
al so conme before you and testify. It is
i mportant for you to know t he
i nplications for New York residents and
comuni ti es when you propose a policy
that will have both i mmediate as well as
| ong-terminpacts and i ndeed, Article 6,
the Article 6 energy |aw which is the
basis for these proceedi ngs, nmandates
t hat you consi der and address these
i ssues, specifically 6-104. 2K calls for
quot e, An assessnent of the inpacts of

the i npl enentation of a plan upon
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econom ¢ devel opnent, health, safety and
wel fare, environnental quality and energy
costs for consuners, specifically
| ow-i nconme consuners. These are sone of
the issues | wll testify on today.

Mnisink is a small m ddl e-cl ass
communi ty about an hour outside New York
Cty. 1In 2006 it was unfortunate to lie
directly in the path of one of New York's
| ar gest pipeline, the MIIennium
Pi peline. From 2006 onwards the
residents of Mnisink, as well as New
York residents all along the 182 mle
pi pel i ne have been under siege by this
predatory and irresponsi bl e conpany whi ch
has little or no regul atory oversi ght or
restraints. In 2006 during construction
the conpany tore up farm and and private
| awns, creating pernmanent danmage to
irrigation and drainage systens. Their
unful filled promses to repair the danage
di sappeared into a 1-800 voice mail.
During construction several faulty wells

were identified by a routine inspection
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and ordered repaired. |nstead of
repairing the wells, they buried them
deep in the ground where they renmain to
this day | eaking nethane, a far nore
pot ent greenhouse gas than cQ2, al ong
W t h radi oacti ve condensate, into our
farm ands, our wetl ands and ot her
sensitive terrain. W in Mnisink can
frequently snmell the foul odor of sulfur
and then there is the constant and ever
present hum fromthe high-pressure
pi pel i nes.

In 2011 they targeted our
conmuni ti es agai n. This tine for 12, 260
hor sepower gas conpressor station
all egedly to serve the increasing demand
for New York Cty as Con Edi son pronoted
oil to gas conversion. This plant was
sited snmack in the mddle of a
residential area with 200 hones within a
hal f-mle of the facility on protected
farm and, as well as on a nati onal
hi storic site.

Qur community is a District 2
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agricultural area which should be free
fromeven the nost benign industri al
devel opnent. It was approved by FERC,
t he Federal Energy Regul atory Conmm ssi on,
despite being in conplete violation of
our | ocal zoning | aws because an
interstate project preenpts |ocal zoning
pursuant to the Natural Gas Act,
therefore, it's inportant to understand
that interstate pipeline facilities
render honme rul e noot and neani ngl ess.
New York is a hone-rule state and this is
a core principle here, yet this Draft
Energy Plan directly conflicts wth that
principle. This plan would result in
greater consunption of natural gas which
I's contingent on greater interstate
pi peline capacity. Furthernore, all
pi pel i nes require conpressor stations
every 40 to a hundred mles and netering
stations are usually positioned every ten
m | es, each becom ng a new source of
pollution emtting highly toxic

car ci nogens and neurotoxins along wth
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radi oactive particles. As mnor sources
they are individually permtted and as a
result, evade many air quality
regul ati ons, but their cunulative effects
are many tines greater than that of other
maj or sources of em ssion that woul d
require a Title V permt. | amgoing to
submt, along with ny testinony for the
record, a report on public health inpacts
of the M nisink Conpressor Station
presented by WIlnma Subra, a forner EPA
scientist. Although the State health
conmm ssioner, Dr. Shah, is review ng
health i npacts fromthe extraction
process of fracking, he is not addressing
t he health inpacts fromthe
infrastructure, which is already under
way in New York State. This, despite the
fact that many of those sane studies he's
currently review ng identify adverse
health i npacts fromgas infrastructure.
In fact, study after study in the past
year, including the Col orado School of

Public Health study, identified air
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pol lution as one of the greatest public
health risks emanating from natural gas
devel opnent. An even nore recent
Col orado study which was | ooking at fetal
health, found a great incidence of birth
def ects anong popul ations living near all
types of natural gas devel opnent,
i ncluding infrastructure. Al the toxins
identified in this study are currently
spewi ng out of the conpressor station in
M ni sink. The study states, quote, Somne
of these pollutants, exanple, tol uene,
xyl enes, and benzene are suspected
nmut agens and are known to cross the
pl acenta and expose a devel opi ng fetus.
It goes to add, Currently, there are few
studies on the effects of air pollution
or natural gas devel opnent on birth
out cones.

Anot her report released just a few
days ago by the Weat her Channel t hat
| ooks at inpacts in the Eagle Ford Shal e
region also identifies energing evidence

of health inpacts from natural gas






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

96

HEARI NG
infrastructure, the grow ng probl em of
air pollution and the difficulty in
nmoni tori ng those inpacts. Quote, Plunes
of contanminated air nove with the w nd.
Sonme of the chem cals break down in
sunlight or react with other pollutants
to form new conpounds. The evi dence
di sappears quickly while the health
effects may |inger, end quote.

It's alarm ng that the synptons
described in this report on the Eagle
Ford regi on, nosebl eeds, rashes,
headaches, nausea and respiratory
difficulties are the sane things that's
now bei ng experienced in Mnisink and the
sane synptons now reported in
Pennsylvania. |It's the sane chem cals
and the sane synptons. W are on the
preci pice of a public health catastrophe
and you have a | egal and noral obligation
to reject any plan that creates any risks
to public health and safety anywhere, be
it New York, be it Pennsylvania, be it

Chio, be it anywhere. A r and w nd do
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not recogni ze any political borders. The
interstate board is actually neani ngl ess
to the pollutants that travel in air and
wi nd. The use of natural gas al so
presents the issue of volatility in two
i mportant ways. First and forenost, from
a public health perspective natural gas
is highly volatile. |In the past year
al one there have been over 30 nmj or
pi peline incidents. And in fact, the
M Il ennium Pi peline, parent conpany
Ni Source, was the owner of the recent gas
pi peline explosion in Sissonville, Wst
Virginia that nelted a portion of an
entire higher along with several hones.
Conpressor stations are especially
vol ati|l e because of the |arge nunber of
val ves that results in excessive | eaking.
Agai n, catastrophic for clinmte change
with nmethane in the 20-year term being at
| east 86 tines worse than cQ2. And
pl ease find attached to ny testi nony a
i st of conpressor station expl osions and

fires just wthin the past year.
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Al t hough our conpressor station is
relatively new, it connects to the
W ndsor Conpressor Station in Wndsor,
New Yor k, which has been pl agued by
probl ens, and on every such occasion the
entire M|l ennium Pi peline that connects
to it, including our conpressor station,
needs to be enptied rel easing | arge
quantities of nethane and ot her chem cal s
and hydrocarbons into the atnosphere. In
the station's permt they allege only
four bl ow down events in a year, but
because of all the problens, they have
had four in just two nonths. None of
t hese are calculated by the State when
t hey cal cul ate greenhouse gas em ssi ons,
or other air quality assessnents.

The volatility is intrinsic to the
gas and the volatility conmbined a wth
hi gh- | eakage rates and extrenely high
operating pressures in these pipelines
make all natural gas pipelines an extrene
public hazard. And it is critical to

know t hese safety concerns are never
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addressed in the federal siting process.
There is no binding regulation of
agreenment that conpels FERC to consi der
i ssues of safety when siting an
interstate facility, and indeed, they
don't. And the Pipeline and Hazardous
Material Safety Adm nistration is not
involved in the siting process at all.
In our case, we had a prom nent pipeline
engi neer, Richard Kuprew cs, testified
that the M nisink Conpressor Station
woul d create too nmuch pressure on the
pi peline creating a high risk of
expl osi on greater than San Bruno
expl osion that killed eight people in
Cal i forni a.

I rem nd you that there are 200
famlies wth hundreds of young chil dren
living within a half mle of this
facility. This testinony was ignored by
FERC. When the sane informati on was
brought to the attenti on of PHMSA t hey
responded that they do not maintain

records on the maxi nrum al | owabl e pressure
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on the pipeline and deferred to the New
Yor k Public Services Conm ssion who then
stated they could not | ocate those
records. This is consistent with a
pattern of conplete | ack of any type of
oversi ght over these facilities.

On Christmas Eve and Chri st mas
nmor ni ng, again, a noxious odor filled the
air in Mnisink. This was yet again
unschedul ed, undocunented and unaccount ed
for release. Wwen | contacted our county
energency response office to request
I nformation on what had been rel eased and
the anount, | was told no report was
filed, no report was requested, and next
tine just call the conpany.

Al ready sone of ny neighbors in
M ni si nk have been forked to | eave their
homes. The sane is happening in G een
County, Pennsylvania where a recent
Chevron wel |l expl oded and burned for five
days. The sane is happeni ng i n D nock,
Pennsyl vani a, W ndsor, New York, Hancock

New York. People are being forced to
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| eave their hones. Because of fracking
we have a new phenonenon in the United
States Anerica, internally displaced
per sons.

And finally, there is the issue of
gr eenhouse gas em ssions. Forner
Gover nor Paterson signed executive order
24 which requires New York State to
reduce total greenhouse gas em ssions by
80 percent to 1990 levels. Meeting this
goal would be entirely inpossible wth
further devel opnent of natural gas, which
woul d again necessitate interstate
facilities. Once again, Mnisink serves
as a telling exanple of what to expect in
such a scenario. During the siting
process of the conpressor station the
community of Mnisink was able to
identify an alternative plan which would
have still met the conpany's stated
needs, yet require the conpressor station
hal f the size on property al ready owned
by the conpany. It was rejected by both
t he conpany and FERC on the fal se basis
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of costs. But what would that have neant
for New York State? It would have neant
50 percent | ess greenhouse gas em ssi ons,
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 50
percent | ess gl obal warm ng potenti al .
Yes again, due to federal preenption, New
York State has no ability, and in fact
desire, to select the project that woul d
be nore consistent with our stated goal.

VMR. RHODES: Ms. Malick, I"msorry,
your tinme has been up for sone tine.
Woul d you - -

M5. MALICK:  Who is the next
speaker ?

MR. RHCDES: "' msorry?

M5. MALICK:  Who is the next
speaker ?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: I yield ny
time.

MR. RHODES: Ckay, the next speaker
yi el ds her tinme, okay.

M5. MALICK:  Again, New York State,
again, has no ability and again, no

desire to attenpt to neet that executive,
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the goal of that executive order because
the project was able to receive all the
State permts it needed.

On the issue of price volatility,
the U S. Energy Information
Adm ni stration just issued a report a few
days ago which said, quote, Natural gas
prices will rise in the near termin part
due to increased demand by industri al
custoners and eventually, demand for
exports fromliquified natural gas, LNG
facilities. The clarity of this
statenment is in sharp contrast to the
anmbi guity on the subject of LNG exports
on cost analysis in the Draft Energy
Pl an. Analysts and industry are equally
clear on this forecast as well. Again,
M nisink serves as a telling exanmpl e.
M Il ennium s parent conpany, N Source,
along with the shipper, Mtsui
Cor por ati on, have both announced publicly
to their sharehol ders that they will soon
have access to international narkets

t hough export facilities.
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So | est you fool yourself into
bel i eving you can regul ate our state out
of this enornobus quagnire or sone tool
w || solve the probl ens created by
natural gas, I"'mhere to tell you that no
such ani nal exists. Regulations are
nmeani ngl ess because the State coul d never
have t he manpower to enforce them given
t he thousands of m | es of pipelines.
State-of-art tools, such as snmart pigs
have proved renedial at best. | submt
here a recent article headlined "Pipeline
| eak detection still doesn't work," and
we know this because they are constantly
pi cking the pipeline in Mnisink trying
to find the faulty wells that they buried
a few years ago and they have not been
able to do that. Neither the technol ogy
nor the regulations did defy the | aws of
physi cs and chem stry and for that matter
bi ol ogy. These problens are intrinsic to
the gas through its conplete life cycle.

My conmunity, Mnisink, is in many

ways the paper upon which this plan is
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being witten. Initiative 8 calls for
quot e, Accelerate, securing of critical
infrastructure to insure the safety,
security and reliability of an
I ncreasi ngly conpl ex and i nterconnected
energy systemincluding transportati on,
liquid fuels, electricity and natural gas
infrastructure, end quote. All of this
is al ready convergi ng upon ny once
pristine community in anticipation of
this plan, with now an i mm nent gas-fired
power plant hoping to connect to the
conpressor station by yet another
unscr upul ous conpany, Conpetitive Power
Ventures. Al this in a comunity which
provi des much of the food and dairy
products consuned by NYS. And you know,
they refer to us in the permtting
process as host communities, and |I'm here
to tell you we are not host communities.
We are communities being held hostage.
This is neither safe, secure nor
reliable, but we do have an alternative

path forward. Luckily, we're not in a
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situati on where we nmust necessarily
assune those risks. Luckily, renewables
as documented in the Jacobson study
reference nmany tines today, along with
efficiency and conservation prograns can
neet all of our energy needs. It's a
fal se perception. There's nore than
enough capacity in the system W have a
di stribution problem we don't have a
capacity problem and rather than creat a
new unnecessary capacity to give a market
to fracking conpani es in Pennsylvania who
have no market, we ought to be converting
t he energy that we have today into
renewabl es, which woul d not endanger
public health and safety, and luckily, we
do not need to have sacrifice zones such
as Mnisink. A policy which nerely
trades oil, coal or nuclear for natural
gas, is nerely tradi ng poi sons and
trading victins. It's not a policy or a
plan. It's nerely a pretext and
posturing. Thank you.

MR. RHCODES: Thank you. Just a
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process comment. The reason for the tine
limt is that we keep getting requests to
speak, they keep conming in, and as a
courtesy to all of the people who have
shown up, | wll try to abide by the
proposition that if you have nore to say
we can resune at the end but would Iike
to go through the |list out of respect for
t he people that keep submtting their
nanes.

(Recess.)

MR. RHODES: Can we have Barbara
Harri s? Everybody pl ease take your seat
or find a way to pay attention to our
resum ng speaker.

M5. HARRIS: As you'll see |
crossed out much of ny tal k because it's
been said and if you haven't heard it
yet --

MR, RHODES: Excuse ne, please,
it's inportant that we have one
conversation, so out of respect for M.
Har ass, pl ease.

M5. HARRIS: M nane is Barbara
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Harris and |'ma nmenber of a grassroots
organi zation as nmany of us are. |It's
called the Alliance for a G een Econony,
New York City. There's also an Alliance
for a G een Econony in New York State,
and our short nane is AGREE, and | think
in this roomwe have many, nany groups,
all many grassroots, that agree with us
and have given incredi bly passi onate and
educational information to you, and I am
not the technical person to have revi ewed
your documents. One of our nenbers, Bob
Al pert, spoke yesterday in Brooklyn so
his remarks are on the record, but | just
wanted to tal k about ny part here.

AGREE is a local coalition
pronoting a citywide transition to
renewabl e energy w th sustai nabl e ener gy
sources. W support the cl osure of
I ndi an Point for environmental, safety
and public health reasons, and I'll give
away mnmy age, but | was up in Cortland in
Buchanan with Pete Seeger 40 years ago,

we said, Don't build |Ind an Poi nt here,
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it's the | east place one could think of

putting up a nuclear plant. It's not
what we need. It's not what the people
want. We should still be singing but

fortunately we are here we're here --
thank you -- to speak out to close down
I ndi an Point, which is our main focus.
Earlier there was an incident, sort
of alittle incident in the room where
t he m crophones didn't work. That was
sinply rectified by getting the right
techni cal person and plugging a few
things in. Yesterday, fromthe freedom
tower, icicles fell, not expected, and it
was very dangerous and they cl osed the
streets and Wall Street and they cl osed
streets to the subway. They quickly put
up scaffolding so people wouldn't be
hurt, and it was chaos. Okay, those were
i nci dences that were taken care of.
Indian Point is old, it's worn out, it's
|l eaky, it's on a fault, it's ready to go,
its license is up. Wiy was its |icense

extended? |If you're driving a car and
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your license is up you're not driving a
car. |If you even have one |light out on a
car you're going to get a violation.
I ndian Point is a violation. It's
agai nst the best interests of any of our
citizens. There's no evacuation pl an,
it's all been said. They tal ked about
al ready the Jacobson plan, we have enough
energy to 2020, there are nmany resources
and renewabl es and alternatives. People
are | ooking at, we've been tal ki ng about
renewabl es forever, and now s the tine.
It's actually the tinme. You see world
conditions, you see what's happeni ng, you
see our weat her and you see an old pl ant,
I ndi an Poi nt whose tinme has conme, and we
don't want to wait anynore. W're
relying on you, we're relying on Governor
Cuono, and | think his heart's there. He
just needs to put his power there to say
Ent ergy should be over. They're closing
down in other areas. They should not be
here. W have to think of the people's

needs before corporate needs and people's
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concerns, and our concerns.

I have the gray hair, as others in
the room We're thinking about the next
generation and our kids and if we don't
do it when wll it get done? It has to
get done. W have to cl ose down Indian
Poi nt. Repl acenent power is avail abl e,
alternatives. W have so nany friends:
we have wi nd, we have air, we have water
and we have geothermal. Actually, this
has been an educati onal experience for
me. |I'ma retired educator and | can't
tell you how nuch |I've | earned today from
t he ot her speakers. They've got it down.
This state is concerned. How many groups
are there? How nmany concerns are there?
You know, |I'm so used to being a teacher
I ' m expecting soneone to respond and
rai se his or her hand. That's what we
need, that response. W need that
positive response that you hear us, that
you're ready to go, and you have the
resources. | live in New York Cty. |

was born in the Bronx, raised in the
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Bronx, |'meducated until the Gty, |
live here now It's a city that can be

green and it's a city ready for
renewabl es and they are there in our
power and our noney and our finances and
in our hearts to nake that happen. So
Al |l i ance For a Green Econony urges you,
the State, the governnent; those in
power, those who have say so, those who
have t he power of the pen and the
intellect to shut down | ndi an Poi nt now
and work for renewables, let's get them
chucking. They'll create nore jobs, nore
noney. They'll create a good spirit and
a cl ean environnent and what we nust do
for our next generations. Thank you very
much.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Philip M segaas, followed by David
Ander son and believe ne, we are hearing
you, thank you.

M. Anderson is passing.

Philip M segaas.

MR MSEGAAS. M nane is Philip
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M segaas director of the Hudson River
Program at Ri verkeeper. Riverkeeper's
been working for over 40 years to help to
restore the Hudson. W' ve been working
for over 40 years to protect and restore
the Hudson River and al so to protect the
drinking water supply for over 9 mllion
New York City resident. And | have a few
comments. In the interest of tinme we
wll be filing witten comments as wel |l .

To begin with, the Plan's
greenhouse plan reduction targets are a
good start, but New York nust establish a
2018 target to get on the path to neeting
t he 80 2050 goal. New York shoul d
establish near and mdtermtargets to
hel p achi eve a year over year econony
W de greenhouse gas reductions to neet
Governor Cuono's |long-termgoals. The
2018 target of 14 percent reduction from
2011 |l evel s and 20 percent reduction by
2021 would insure the State is on the
appropriate path to comply with | ong-term

em ssions reducti on goal s.
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In addition, the term carbon shoul d
be clarified in the Energy Pl an and
referred to as cQ2 equivalent. O her
gr eenhouse gases such as net hane, which
has been nentioned prom nently here
today, are nore potent than cQ2 and
science has illustrated that a
conpr ehensi ve approach greenhouse gas
reductions is necessary to mtigate
climate change. Extendi ng and expandi ng
the State's renewabl e energy and
energy-efficiency prograns is critical to
nmeeti ng greenhouse gas targets. The
Draft Plan includes a state commtnment to
2020 to energy efficient prograns which
are currently set to expire 2015. Al
this tine is essential to provide certain
commtnent for utilities and others.
This conmm tnment nust be coupled wth
targets and dol | ar budgets to capture all
cost-effective energy efficiency across
sectors, and that includes Con Edison
that nentioned the great cost

effectiveness of energy efficiency.
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In addition, the final plan nust
scal e up renewabl e energy. The Draft
Pl an i ncludes a draft commtnent to 2025
to a renewabl e energy portfolio. The
Pl an should direct the PSC, the Public
Servi ce Conmi ssion, to issue an order by
the year-end 2014 that targets neeting
hal f of the State's electricity denand
wi th renewabl e energy by 2025.

Movi ng onto to hydrofracki ng and
natural gas, the Plan shoul d not endorse
expandi ng access to natural gas but
shoul d pronpte an aggressive transition
to renewabl e energy sources to reduce
reliance on fossil fuels. Expanding the
use of natural gas puts comunities at
risk. Qur Riverkeeper supports New

York's efforts to reduce the use of

pet rol eum products for heating buil di ngs.

We cannot support replacing those
products with natural gas. Recent
increases in U S. production of natural
gas have been nade possi bl e through the

use of hydrofracki ng which has been
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di scussed prom nently here today and
whi ch we all know can be devastating for
communities. Fracking can cause
em ssions of a nunber of harnfu
pol lutants, including volatile organic
conpounds and car ci nogens, and as our
nei ghbors i n Pennsyl vani a have seen,
fracking carries the risk of brown ground
and water contam nation from construction
spills and i nproper waste water disposal.
Natural gas is not a clean fuel. Methane
em ssions associated wth natural gas
extracti on production, processing,
transport and infrastructure contribute
to climate change. These net hane
em ssions can undercut the climte and
reduction of cO2 fromthe use of natural
gas because nethane is at least 72 tines
nore potent as a greenhouse gas than cQ2
over a 20 year-period. A nunber of
resent studi es shown and have found that
t he anount net hane currently emtted into
t he at nosphere fromthe natural gas

supply change has been consistently
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underesti mated by regul ators and hi gh
enough in conbi nation with GHC em ssions
fromother sectors to push us towards the
climate's tipping point in the next 20 or
30 years.

Finally, on the natural gas issue,

I ncreasi ng use of natural gas can del ay
transition to renewabl e resources giVving
t he massive infrastructure investnents

t hat are begi nning to happen, they shoul d
be diverted to renewabl es and not wast ed
on natural gas.

Finally, I want to nake a conmment
about Indian Point. | think |I'm doing
okay on tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: About a
hal f - a- m nut e.

MR. M SEGAAS. Hal f-a-m nute, okay,
that's all | need.

Ri ver keeper is actively opposing
the relicensing of Indian Point, support
the State's efforts in that regard, and |
think it's inportant to note that | ndian

Poi nt has al ready been denied a couple of
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key federal permts fromthe State of New
York that they would need to get
relicensed. So while we appreciate that
Energy Pl an considers the potenti al
closing of Indian Point, we think it
should go a step forward and actively
clarify that the plant is likely to cl ose
in the near future, it will not get the
permits it needs and as the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion process i s under way
and there are plans under way and wel |
under way to replacing Indian Point's
power in tine and affordably the Enerqgy
Pl an should reflect that reality. Thank
you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.
Dr. Susan Spieler, followed by Beth
Acker man.

DR. SPI ELER Thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you. |1'm here
in many capacities. One is that | feel
| i ke nost everybody who has spoken here
t oday has spoken for ne. The only part

of what was said is that | don't agree
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wWth renewi ng I ndian Point because |
think it's way too dangerous for all of
us in New York Gty and New York State
and the country. W don't need anot her
Fukushi ma cl oser to hone.

Thank you. So I'ma clinical
psychol ogi st in Manhattan on the upper
west side and resident of Manhattan on
t he upper west side, so I'mgoing to
speak in ny capacity as a clinica
psychol ogi st. You m ght ask yourself,
what does this have to do with the
pur pose of today's event? WlIlIl, as a
psychol ogi st | vol unteer sonetines wth
the New York City Medical Reserve Corps
when there's a crisis and everybody knows
Super Storm Sandy was a najor crisis in
New York. | went and spent tine in an
energy shelter that was created after
t hat event and what | | earned was very
pr of ound. The peopl e who are nost
af fected by Super Storm Sandy in an
I mredi at e sense were people who were

poor, who were on the edge already
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functioning and I want to speak to ny
nmenory of an experience with a particul ar
famly, but there were many | could be
speaki ng about today.

This shelter was in a very | arge
public school. It was only open for the
weekend, so people were flooding in from
all over New York, Queens, Long Isl and.
| don't know how they got there, but they
were there, and there were many who were
al ready honel ess before the storm but
then there were the people who were gi ven
shelter in other honeless shelters and |
want to speak about the famly, a single
momw th two daughters. She had | ost her
job and therefore they had wound up in a
shelter in Chinatown. So picture
chil dren uprooted from Queens noving to
Chi nat own before the hurricane. So after
the hurricane their shelter in Chinatown
was evacuated to the shelter | vol unteer
at in Manhattan. They wanted -- the
children wanted to know where they were

goi ng the next day. They already






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

121

HEARI NG

understood the instability of their lives
and m ght not know where they were going
t he next day. They were traunatized
because of several |ayers of clinmate
change, because as we all know, Hurricane
Sandy was related to climte change.
Ni ne-try seven percent of the scientists
agree climate change is real. W already
know that. So we're not even touching on
the trauma or the cost of that on the
children and the adults who are uprooted
and the poor are uprooted first. They
don't have the connections that upper-
and m ddl e-cl ass people often do. | know
t hat people who lived in nicer places
t han these shelters and they had peopl e
they could stay with. But they couldn't.
It was opened tenporarily. | want to
know what happened to these people. They
are probably not stable.

The girl | spoke to in that famly
was in high school. She had cone from
Queens, started school |ate in Chinatown

and now agai n was uprooted. She did not
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know what they where she would be. She
didn't know what she should tell here
peers starting in a new school and not
wanting to tell anybody she was honel ess.
This is a shaneful thing to have to
report to your peers in high school, as
we all know. So there's a whole story
that is yet to be told about the nental
heal t h hazards of all these crises and we
need stability. W need New York State
to lead in renewabl es so we do not have
accidents, hurricanes, and expl osions
fromtrains that are parked outside.
|' ve seen photographs of trains carrying
liquid natural gas. They're just sitting
there in Albany waiting to be expl oded.
| don't understand how New York State can
possibly tolerate this, and | just want
to make a shout-out again to Sane energy
project, | don't know if they're here
anynore. They were here before. They're
a wonderful group that's part of a group
that 1'ma nmenber of which is called the

New York Gty Grassroots Alliance which
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Is an alliance of nore than 30
envi ronmental and clinate change
nonprofits that are working
col l aboratively. Wen do you ever see
col | aborati on between so many groups, to
do beautiful work in New York Gty and to
connect with other groups outside of New
Yor k?

Thank you for your tinme, thank you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you.

Bet h Ackerman, followed by Fay
Mui r .

M5. ACKERVMAN:  Hi, this nust be the
softer end of the story here. M talk
wi |l be sonewhat rem ni scent of yours,
Susan. Beloved earth. Beloved. Wen
you stop to think about it, we all |ove
the Earth, yet a gas intensive Energy
Pl an i s shortsi ghted benefitting gas
conpani es and | obbyi sts, yet not
benefitting life, Earth, children,
grandchi | dr en.

| represent, wth ny friend,

Rachell e Bradt, Ri verside Church's
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grassroots commttee on climte change.
And we are called Bel oved Earth. CQur
church's tradition believes that we, as
humans, are charged with being the
caretakers of the planet. And this is
why our congregation voted overwhel m ngly
two nonths ago to support a total ban on
fracking in New York State. W believe,
or at least | do, that mracul ous things
can happen. |In this case it would not
only be sensible but mracul ous when
Governor Cuono listens to the people of
this great state and hears that his
political |egacy is connected to his
action on this Energy Pl an.

| grew up summers in the Finger
Lakes and when | | ook out on that
preci ous resource, the giver of life,
water, | know, yes, we are all connected
and that includes watching and acting and
speaking with |love. To turn away as
qui ckly as possible fromfossil fuels. |
can see a future when we all, together

wth the Energy Pl anni ng Board, quickly,
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W t hout wasting another |ife-giving
nmonent, transition to renewabl e energy.
In the words of anot her great
Anmerican-borne faith tradition, the

Hopi s, we are the ones we've been waiting

for.
MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.
Fay Muir, followed by Hel en

Bentl ey.

M5. MJUR Good afternoon, |I'm here
representing ny great-grandson. H s nane
Is Jaethan. He turns seven nonths this
week. |'m skipping the technicalities OF
THI' S Energy Plan to ask how much | onger
can we survive the self-serving
cost-benefit insanity of the fossil fuel
I ndustry and its apologies. I1'mgoing to
quote fromny venerabl e col | eague, David
Fer guson, who cannot be here today. As a
general matter truth reads easily.
Fracking's tortured | ogi c makes no
attenpt to account for the cost of
externalities that extractive industries

uni versally assume as a perenni al
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entitlenent; the huge cost of health
care, suffering and | ost productivity;
the vast |l oss in perpetuity of such
essential and irrepl aceabl e resources as
wat er; the cost of ruined comunities
booned until they bust; the enornobus cost
of capital invested in disruptive,
soon-t o- be obsolete infrastructure.
Resour ces desperately needed to fund
exi sting and technol ogies to prevent such
devastation as we still can from gl obal
war ni ng. The incal cul abl e cost of
continuing to canni balize the plant,
scrapping the bottom of the fossil fuel
barrel with increasi ng dangerous and
costly technol ogi es to aggrandi ze the few
at the expenses of the nany, devouring
the planet that sustains us, self-serving
| i ke a cancer that will in the end
consune the very society that supports
it. Evidently, the only technol ogy the
i ndustry trusts is that which boosts its
bottom I i ne.

Fracking's treatise hardly warrants
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even the thin veneer of objectivity,
decryi ng subsidies for renewabl es while
soft peddling the horrendous subsidies
enj oyed by oil and gas, the wealthiest
I ndustry the world has ever seen, and
citing problems with intermttent
renewabl es, such as storage, as if they
wer e i nsurnountable for a society that
cracked the atomand got to the noon and
back. Nowhere is there ever nentioned
the critical dire contribution of nethane
to global warning or such ancillary costs
as the environnmental degradation of the
m ni ng and transportati on of whole hills
of silica sand for fracking, nor the
conti nued devastation of expl oding
trains. Sonmehow they can't explain why
the trains explode. | wouldn't be
surprised if it's the chemcal in the
fracked crude, pipeline spills and the
poi soni ng of West Virginia, thank you,
Davi d.

I n concl udi ng, please consi der

these truths to renai n sel f-evident. Cur
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future depends on the w despread
devel opnent of renewabl e energy. Your
pl ans for our energy future is severely
lacking in this regard and needs further
i nsight to change the dynamcs to favor
renewabl e energy in a conprehensive
manner which gives the sustainability
this state needs. So | end also with the
question, WIIl you be cul pable in fossil
fuel abom nation to foster greed, or wll
you be part of the solution? Qur state's
future depends on your choi ce.

MR. RHODES:. Hel en Bentl ey,
foll owed by Franci sco Gonez.

Franci sco Gonez, would you go now?
If Helen Bentl ey reappears she can go
after.

MR, GOMVEZ: Hello, you guys can
hear nme? This is actually ny first tine
speaking. M nane is Francisco Gonez.

" ma student at Birm ngham Conmunity
Col | ege and after-school teacher's
assistant in the el ementary school.

| cane all the way fromthe south
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Bronx today to ask you to ban fracking.
| traveled all the way to John Jay
because | greatly understand that the
environnment is at stake. It's an
environnent that we all share. |In those
states who have nurtured the energy boom
whi ch are Pennsyl vani a, OChi o, West
Virgi nia and Texas has had hundreds and
hundr eds of conpl ai nts about wel |l -water
contam nations. G, gas drilling and

pol lution was confirnmed in nunbers of

t hem

I''m here personally to enphasize
that, |i ke everybody else here, | Ilike
drinking water. | don't want ny water

cont am nat ed because | kind of
biologically need it as well. To those
who m ght not know about what fracking
can do, fracking can nake water
flanmable. | also don't |ike flammable
water. |'mnot going to be funny, to be
honest. A lot of consunption is based on
wat er, such as tea and coffee. | see you

guys drinking coffee, you guys drinking
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water. | understand people |like their
| ocal Starbucks coffee hot, but | don't
think they like their coffee to be on
fire.

Anot her point | want to make is,
let's say the State does |et fracking
proceed and a di saster happens, just |ike
West Virginia, who is going to pay to
clean it up? Is it going to be the oil
conpani es who | believe are getting tax
breaks fromall this profit or the
t axpayers which is everybody in this
roonf

Un | would Iike to end ny speech
wth a quote from Margaret Mead. She
quotes, W won't have a society if we
destroy the environment. Thank you very
much.

MR. RHODES: So | believe Frank
Rimer had to | eave, or he's here? Josh
Col e foll owed by CGusti Bogok.

MR COLE: M nane is Josh Col e.
I'"'mhere to testify on behalf of New York

State Senator Brad Hoyl nan. He coul d not
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make it, so | want to wel cone everyone to
the 27th Senate District which Senator
Hoyl man represents.

| want to thank the board for the
opportunity to submt testinony here
today and for the board's hard work in
devel oping this plan, given the
conplexity of New York State's unique
ener gy needs and resources.

I would also like to thank the
board for adhering to the conmm t nent
previously set by the State to reduce
gr eenhouse gases up to 80 percent 2050.
The Pl an contains valuable tools, such as
t he extension of the Renewabl e Portfolio
St andard, and the Energy Efficiency
Portfolio Standard, for neeting that 80
percent reduction goal.

These nechani sns represent
environnmental |y progressive policy at its
best, allowi ng for the public sector to
encour age and guide the private sector
toward the conmon good.

This plan is a first step in
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establishing a path to reduci ng our
reliance on sone of the nore conventi onal
fossil fuels which contribute to clinmate
change, and establishes contingencies for
the shuttering of the Indian Point power
plant. This operation presents
wel | -known risks to residents throughout
New York State, including the Senator's
constituents here in Manhatt an.

That being said, the Senator is
concerned by the Plan's reliance on the
expanded use of natural gas, especially
in order to conpensate for the reductions
of other fuels and the potenti al
reducti on of nucl ear power production.

Wi | e consunption of natural gas
may offer |ower |evels of carbon dioxide
em ssions over nore wdely used fossil
fuels such as coal and oil, the fact
remai ns that natural gas is a fossil fuel
itself, and its use also contributes to
t he greenhouse gas em ssions which drive
climte change. Methane, the primry

conponent of natural gas, is emtted into






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

133

HEARI NG

the air during the extracti on process.
According to the Intergovernnental Panel
on dinmate Change, nethane is 34 tines
nore effective in trapping heat in our
at nosphere over a 100-year period than is
carbon di oxide. Even nore alarmng, a
recent study by researchers at Harvard
Uni versity has found that the |evel of
at nospheric nethane is substantially
hi gher than previously believed. G ven
these statistics, it is hard to see how
natural gas represents a nore responsible
choi ce for enpowering our state. There
are al so energi ng concerns regardi ng the
rel ease of radon through the use of
natural gas. W believe we should have
answers about the quantity and safety of
radon being emtted before we further our
reliance on the use of natural gas.

Switching froma harnful energy
source to a seemngly less harnfu
source, especially when nore responsible
energy options are avail able, is bad

|l ong-term policy. Furthernore, given the
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finite supply of natural gas, the
potential for unpredictable variations in
consuner prices, and the cost and scale
of the additional infrastructure needed
to deliver and use such fuel, increasing
our reliance on natural gas would seemto
be a shortsighted i nvestnent.

All of this is, of course, in
addition to the externalities of the
nat ural gas extraction process, which
reeks its own havoc on the environnent
destroyi ng | andscapes, tainting water
supplies, and contributing to
ast hma-i nduci ng ozone, just to nane a
few Wile the DEC has studied the
cat astrophes associated with natural gas
drilling in Pennsylvania and around the
nati on, the agency has not devel oped a
regul atory framework to i nsure New York
wll not suffer a simlar fate. As such,
Senat or Hoyl man i s a staunch opponent of
permtting hydraulic fracturing, and is a
cosponsor of legislation to prohibit

fracki ng anywhere in New York State. W
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owe it to the generation of tonorrow to
be nore vigilant with our energy choices
t oday.

In 1931, well before our current
did he pay the on fossil fuels, Thonas
Edi son | i kened our reliance on
non-renewabl e energy sources to choppi ng
down the fence around our house for fuel,
when we shoul d be using nature's
i nexhausti bl e sources of energy: sun,
wnd and tied. Mre than 80 years | ater,
in light of our scientific understandi ng
of how our energy consunption affects the
pl anet, his words are especially
prescient. W appreciate the New York
State Energy Pl anning Board being
judicious in our current policy so that
80 years fromnow we will not have
destroyed our house altogether.
Therefore, we urge the board to explore
opportunities to harness new energy
t echnol ogi es and further reduce our
reliance on fossil fuels, including

nat ural gas.
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Thank you very nuch for your tine
and for your consideration of our
coment s.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.
Bef ore you get started, please cone up.
There was a question raised earlier and
there will be up on the website for you
in the room asking about the nenbership
of the Energy Pl anning Board, in
particul ar the public nenbers. They are
Assenbl ywoman Any Paul i n appoi nted by the
assenbly. The Senate appointed Tom
Coakl ey, who is a retired professor at
St. Lawence University, and the CGovernor
appoi nted Janes W nebrake who is at R T,
t hose nenbers and the agency menbers are
all on the website. Thank you.

Back to you, thank you.

M. BOGCK: Thank you, John, and
t hank you for getting ny nane right.

So ny nanme is GQusti Bogok, |I'mthe
co-chair of the Sierra Club Atlantic
Chapter Gas Drilling Task Force. | also

am affiliated with several | oca
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environnental groups in New York Gty
i ncl udi ng Sane Energy Project, and thank
you for this opportunity to speak.

New York's Energy Pl an has the
potential to be a road map for stenm ng
the tide of climte chaos, cleaning up
har nful pollution and maki ng New York a
nati onal | eader in renewable energy. But
Gover nor Cuono's plan nmust go further

To protect famlies fromthe
escal ating effects of climte destruction
the Plan nust set a path to imedi ately
phase- out outnopded, dirty and danger ous
fuels, such as coal, gas and nucl ear, and
shift towards cl ean renewabl e energy
solutions of the future.

If New York were truly serious
about conbatting climte change it would
not attenpt to frack and burn its way to
a stable climate. Rather, New York woul d
commt to retiring dirty, aging and
uneconom cal coal and oil plants and nove
away from gas when repl acing highly

pol luting fossil fuel energy generation.
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Converting dirty coal and oil plants w ||
do nothing to reduce the State's carbon
footprint when the |ife cycle greenhouse
gas footprint of shale gas is considered.
Em ssions from net hane are a hundred
times nore potent than from coal or
diesel oil within the first 20 years.

The benefits of utility scale
efficiencies resulting from proposed grid
noder ni zati on in the Governor's Energy
H ghway Initiative have been entirely
overl|l ooked in the Energy Plan itself.
Upgrading the grid wth new t echnol ogi es
w ||l save energy and elimnate the need
to refurbish aging fossil fuel power
pl ants or build new ones.

However, FERC has aut hori zed
electricity surcharges on all ratepayers
t hrough the creation of a new Capacity
Zone, a financial construct designed to
support existing power plants and fossil
fuel i1industries producing frack gas.
Capacity Zone surcharges will increase

electricity rates far above current rates
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and market conditions. Requiring a
utility to purchase fromthe Capacity
Zone nmakes a failed plant artificially
profitable and shifts the financi al
burden to ratepayers, effectively
quashi ng | ong overdue renewabl e ener gy
initiatives. Therefore, FERC s Capacity
Zone r at epayer surcharges nust be
scrapped and the governor's Energy
H ghway I nitiative robustly inplenented.

Al so, New York nust halt further
i nvestnents in gas infrastructure such as
pi pel i nes, conpressor stations and LNG
storage and export facilities and abandon
the risky transport of crude and tar
sands oil by rail and barge. W' ve been
calling sone of these trains bonb trains
whi ch, indeed they are, or the
exportation of huge vol unes of precious
wat er supplies to enable fracking in
Pennsyl vania. Trading gas for water is
f ool hardy and these kinds of projects
pose grave risks to the health,

i vel i hoods and vital resources of
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adj acent conmunities.

Bui | di ng out shal e gas
infrastructure in New York State w ||
| ock-in reliance on finite fossil fuels
for decades to cone, and thwart
opportunities to scal e-up renewabl e
energy in time to avoid runaway clinate
change. Ratepayers will be subject to
fluctuating prices and New York's
communi ties burdened with the devastating
effects and cl ean-up costs of hydraulic
fracturing.

So | have one m nute renaining.
I"mgoing to skip a lot of this, but
focus on sonething that a | ot of people
have overl ooked which is the energy
reduction. W have to get serious about
the energy reduction program Energy
reducti ons prograns are the nost
cost-efficient way to address energy
supply issues and New York nust i npl enment
prograns to reduce consunption,
especially those that reduce energy

enbedded in the products we consune.
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Enbedded energy accounts for a whoppi ng
40 percent of the energy we use. So the
Pl an nmust counteract wasteful behavior in
t he public and private sectors and expand
the categories wthin the Extended
Producer Responsibility policy to nandate
a quote, Design for recovery, |law on all
products. To quote DEC s own Beyond
Waste Pl an, New York State's Beyond Waste
Pl an sets forth a new approach for New
York State focusing on end-of-the-pipe
wast e managenent techni ques to | ooking
upstream and nore conprehensively at how
materi al s that woul d ot herwi se becone
wast e can be nore sustai nably nanaged
t hrough the State's econony. To this
end, the Energy Pl an nust give enphasis
and teeth to New York's Beyond Waste
Plan. Finally, New York should electrify
its vehicle fleet so that reductions in
power sector carbon em ssions wll be
conpounded in the transportation sector,
to help stabilize the climate and chart

New York State well on course toward a
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sust ai nabl e, renewabl e energy future.

MR, RHODES: John Mglietta,
foll owed by Mav Moorhead. |Is Mav
Moor head here?

M5, MOCRHEAD: | am

MR. RHCODES: Thank you.

M5. MOORHEAD: Thank so nuch for
having this hearing. [|'m Mav Moor head.
I'"'mw th NYH2O, it's a vol unteer group.
We started working agai nst the idea of
hydrof racki ng fracturing in 2009 and have
been wor ki ng extensively toward that
goal .

| sent to David Bragdon at city
hall who is inplenmenting the New York
Cty Energy Plan, and this is an e-nai
that that | sent back to himin Decenber
of 201. Basically, ny focus will be on
I mredi at e neasures to i npl enent
conservation and renewabl es because
conservation is really the ticket to
reduce the anount of energy the Cty and
therefore, in fact, the State could use

many of these particul ar suggesti ons.






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

143

HEARI NG
I"ll read the e-mail. A lot of it is
relevant to this, although it is
addressed to hi mregardi ng the New York
Gty Energy Plan. "David Bragdon, in
Pl an NYC mtigating natural gas usage
nore of a priority than curtailing
nat ural gas carbon em ssions and
footprint, fracking' s natural gas huge
carbon footprint has been entirely
pronoted by Plan NYC. Marcellus shale
hi gh | evel of radon 222 woul d be
transported into New York City hones,
restaurants, comrercial entities causing
second | eadi ng cause of |ung cancer in
the U S, it's inperative that we not
only mtigate the onslaught of mtigating
factors that the carbon footprint is
produced, but nobst certainly to institute
I mredi ately as many conmpoundi ng neasures
as possible to reverse the crippling
prospect of a future clinmte change. A
f ew suggestions are included here and |
had spoken with himat that tine about

t hese particul ar suggestions, in addition
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to sending the e-mail.

Suggestion: Conservati on,
instituting mandates for New York City,
and of course this could be inplenented
to New York State, for New York State or
New York Gty buildings to provide
uni form heat throughout buil di ngs through
use of conform ng val ves to no higher
than a tenperature of 70 degrees woul d
relieve existing gross overheating in
many New York City buil dings, and of
course this could be applied to many
different state buil dings throughout the
State of New York, there are so many
residential and commercial buil di ngs.

Nunber two: Institute mandates
that office buildings turn off lights
after a certain hour unless in direct
use. And that is a very inportant thing
because wal ki ng around any city you wl|
see many lights on in buildings and no
one is in occupancy at the tinme. These
are very easily inplenmented. These are

conversi on -- conservation-inpl enenting
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devi ces that could be used and done
i medi ately. This is not anything that
has to, that costs noney to do. |It's
mandat ed.

Nunmber three: As part, as part of
t he European policy that currently
exists, 24-hour hall-lighting is
m nimzed. Mtion sensors are
i mpl emented for efficiency and energy
consunption. Think about all the
hal l ways in New York State, this is
hal | ways, in New York State in every
bui l ding, residential as well as
commerci al, that could be changed over to
noti on sensor detectors in every hallway
that would elimnate the usage of
electricity when no one's in the hallway.
So this of course is a job creator
because, for the obvious reasons.

Anot her one, mandate buil di ng
retrofit upgrades in terns of insulation,
increasing air barrier, |less fossil fuel
energy uses with additional solar panels

on roofs in every building. |If every
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federal building, state building, would
be outfitted with sol ar panels, one could
only imagi ne the decrease in electrical
usage. This is also a job creator.

Anot her: Direct building owers
through a mailing canpaign wth
definitive steps to be taken regarding
real conservation efforts. This would be
acconplished with a nenu of choi ces that
could be phased in within a certain tine
frame. For exanple, a list of ten
choices with a checklist of at | east
three of the choices for the landlord to
be i nplenented wi thin one year and
progressing on to acconplish additional
choices each year. That's a terrific
suggesti on because it would give every
| andl ord i npetus to perhaps nove forward
W th conservati on, because basically,
what coul d be done is tax incentives
predi cated on the fact that there -- | et
nme just do one nore, okay? Pronotion and
subsi dies for solar panels on roofs woul d

substantially augnent energy needs --
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that's a job creator tore -- and a
| andl ord reward system for acconpli shing
their conservation goals could be a
percent age reduction of real estate
taxes, not to nention a yearly reduction
of yearly NOY expenses, always a tried
and true incentive.

So these are tried and true
i ncentives that could be taken to
mtigate the usage in a conservation form
to mtigate the energy usage i n New York
St at e.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

David Alicea, followed by Jordan
Chri st ensen.

VR. ALI CEA: Hi , how are you?

MR. RHCDES: Hi .

MR. ALICEA: So ny nane is David
Alicea. I'mfromSierra Cub and Beyond
Coal Canpaign. |'mhere representing
t housands of Sierra nenbers and
supporters here New York City and across
the State, sone of whomare h ere today.

I just want to say thank you for putting
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this plan together and listening to us
and being here all day.

So in 2012, after the devastation
of Super Storm Sandy, Governor Cuonp nade
it clear, climate change is real and we
have to act. Since then, the CGovernor
has nade a strong commtnent to sol ar
t hrough NY SUN and this plan and its goal
of reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions 80
percent by 2050 shows that this governor
under stands climate change is a serious
I Ssue.

Unfortunately, this plan has nore
questions than answers when it cones to
how you get to that point. A real plan
must i nclude enforceable interimsteps to
reach 80 percent reductions by 2050 and
nust reject any further investnent in
fossil fuels. New Yorkers have said it
time and tinme again. W can't frack and
burn our way to a cl ean energy econony.
Wiil e the Governor's conmtnent to sol ar
I's an encouraging start, this plan should

ranp up renewabl e energy and commt to a
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goal of 50 percent by 2025, and pledge to
conti nue our energy-efficiency prograns.

It al so needs to do nore than pay
lip service to sone of the best
opportunities that we have to build a
new, clean energy econony. R ght now,
off the coasts of New York Cty and Long
I sl and, there are two major offshore w nd
proposals. W need the State and
Governor Cuono to prioritize wi nd energy
devel opnent and nmake sure these projects
start noving forward this year.

A couple of things that we' ve heard
bet ween yesterday and today is, Onh,
people don't want wi nd. Actually, in
fact, we have shared with the Governor's
office over 70 percent of New Yorkers are
wlling to pay nore for wind energy. And
sone people don't think it's actually
feasible but it is. These projects start
construction this year, not only wl|l
t hese hel p us neet our goals by reducing
em ssions but wll create jobs for nuch

needed i nvest nent across New York. New
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Yor k has the manufacturing base, the
educated work force, and the port
infrastructure to becone honme to the
Anerican of fshore wind industry. This
Energy Pl an shoul d be junping at that
opportunity to hel p nake New York a real
| eader .

This plan woul d al so nake sure we
nmove away from further investnents in gas
infrastructure and protect our famlies
and water from fracking. Further
spendi ng on natural gas infrastructure
wll lock-in reliance for fossil fuels
for decades, increase demand for fracking
in our state, and help fund the
devastating gas extraction occurring in
states. Instead of wasting mllions of
dollars on fossil fuels, we can use those
resources to invest in clean, renewabl e
energy like wind and solar. The Sierra
Club is asking, Let's turn, not burn our
way to a cl ean energy future.

Agai n, we're encouraged by the goal

of 80 percent by 2050, action on clinmate
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change can't wait until 2050. Super
St orm Sandy showed us all, our

communities are at risk now WII Long

I sl and' s faned beaches or Coney Island's
boardwal k still be there for our
children? WIIl famlies who' ve spent
generations on Staten |Island or the
Rockaways be forced to nove? This is
what is at stake. W need Governor Cuono
and this Energy Plan to nake sure we are
protecting our conmunities. W need a
strong conmm tnment on renewabl e energy and
a real plan that explains how we can get
t here.

Thank you once again for your tine.
| hope you take ny statenments and those
of all the people who' ve spoken today and
use those to revisit this Energy Pl an.

MR. RHCODES:. Thank you.

Jordan Chri stensen foll owed by
James Shillitto, and agai n, anyone who
has a witten statement you can provide
it to the reporter when you're done.

Thank you.
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M5. CHRISTENSON. Hi, My nane is
Jordan Christensen. |I'mwith Gtizens
Canpai gn For the Environnent. | wll be
providing witten comments, however,
these are all scribbled up. So since the
devel opnent of the 2002 State Energy Pl an
CC has been actively engaged in the state
energy planning process. W've
consi stently worked for renewabl e ener gy
devel opnent and energy efficiency, and
reduced dependence on fossil fuels and
nucl ear power.

Before | make specific comments on
t he Energy Plan we would |ike to express
our di sappoi ntnent that New York has not
i ncl uded any hearing the Hudson Vall ey.
Hudson Vall ey represents significant
| i censed generation facilities and over
18, 000 green jobs, and has the ability to
significantly contribute to the New
York's renewabl e energy future. Here in
New York City we're already statew de
energy efficient and renewabl e ener gy

generation with PlaNYC. By permtting
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commerci al and residential energy
efficiency creating renewabl e energy
incentives and infrastructure, New York
city has achieved a 90 percent reduction
I n greenhouse gas em ssions since 2005.
This is an i npressive achi evenent and one
that can only be acconplished with good
pl anni ng and an aggressive inpl enentation
plan. On the state |evel, New York
currently nmeets 22 percent of the state
energy needs for renewabl e energy.
However, New York has not maxim zed its
renewabl e energy potential, and it's
still far fromthe RPS goal of generating
30 percent less electricity from
renewabl e sources by 2015. Hydropower
provides only 17 percent of New York's
electricity, but significant i1Investnents
in wnd and sol ar projects are needed in
order to neet carbon eni ssion production,
and renewabl e energy goals. According to
a report by a recently rel eased report
I ssued by Sol ar Foundati on, New Yor k

ranks fifth in the country for solar
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energy jobs, up from seventh rank | ast
year. Since the inception of the
program New York Gty has created over
five thousand jobs in the solar industry
wWwth potential to grow. |In addition to
Its econom c benefit, solar is able to
nmeet peak summer demand and to stabilize
the grid. Wth planning doing solar
mappi ng and di stri bute energy, New York
City's solar power could provide up to a
fifth of the Cty's electricity by 2020.
Il nvestnment in solar energy incentives,
Infrastructure and storage capacity
should be a priority in the New York
State Energy Plan. Wile renewabl e
ener gy production increased over all, New
York's wi nd resources still remain
| argely untapped. We rank twelfth in the
nation for wnd capacity, but there is
significant offshore wind capacity as
wel |l as | and-based wi nd potential in
al nrost every region in the state. New
Yor k has enough w nd potential to supply

50 percent of the State's current
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electricity needs. Wnd power could play
a large role in the renewabl e energy
future and wi nd energy, particularly
of fshore projects, should be part of the
Ener gy Pl an.

Wi |l e we support the pl anned
assessnment, New York shoul d be novi ng
away from coal and nucl ear power. These
outdated fossil fuels should not be
replaced with dirty gas. Natural gas is
not a clean fuel and it's not sustainable
for the future of New York State.

We al so support the rejection of
the relicensing I ndian Point, however,
al t hough nucl ear power poses unnecessary
heal t h and environnental risks, so does
fracturing. |Indian Point supplies 200
nmegawatts of power to Westchester and New
York CGty. This energy |oad should be
repl aced by clean, em ssion-free w nd and
solar. Joint Long Island-New York City
of fshore wi nd projects proposed by Con
Edi son and LIPA is slated to supply

300, 000 negawatts of offshore w nd
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energy. The project would have been a
critical step toward repl acing I ndian
Point with clean energy. CCis
di sappoi nted the opportunities for w nd
power have been repeatedly shelved. 1In
order to have a practical commtnment to
renewabl e energy generation, the New York
State Energy Pl an nust enbrace offshore
wi nd as a key part of renewabl e energy
pl an.

New Yor k has denonstrated a
conmmtnent to increasing energy storage
capacity, global incentives, and
pronoting energy efficiency. The New
York State Energy Plan has stated that
it's the foundation's plan to nove
forward wth these goals but that is
sinply not true. Replacing one fossil
fuel wth another is not a good public
health plan. 1It's a stopgap neasure that
does not prepare us for a better future.
Yes, the fuel will run out. New York
Gty should be capitalizing on

opportunities to nove New York into a
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sust ai nabl e renewabl e energy future.
Thank you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Frank Ippoliti, foll owed by Eugene
Shapi r o.

MR | PPCLITI: Good afternoon, ny
name is Frank Ippoliti and I amthe
busi ness agent for MIIlwight Local Union
740 which is part of the New York City
and Vicinity District Counsel of
Carpenters and | have the privil ege of
speaki ng on behal f of 25,000
hi ghly-skill ed menbers. Thank you for
t he opportunity to share our views on New
York State's proposed energy plan. M
|l ocal installs, repairs, replaces
machi nery in every industry | ocations
rangi ng from nucl ear power plants, heavy
construction projects, real estate,
transportation and i nfrastructure needs
t hroughout New York State. W al so
represent a | arge number anount of
wor kers at | ndi an Poi nt Power Plant who

are proud to be part of the plant's
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strong track record of high perfornmance
and record safety, earning the NRC s
hi ghest safety designati on, G een, for
nine years in a row.

Before going any further | woul d
| i ke to recogni ze the board for
devel oping a solid blueprint for
saf eguardi ng our energy future. There is
certainly nmuch to |like with the proposed
pl an, including the devel opnent of new
W nd energy, support for extracting
natural gas from Marcell us shal e
formati on, pronoting a nodernized and
smarter grid anong ot her anbitious energy
goal s; however, sone conponents of the
Pl an rai se concern.

In 2009 New York set a goal of
reduci ng electricity consunption 15
percent by 2015. According to the data
fromthe New York |Independent System
Operator, NYISO the State's consunption
grew by 2.56 percent. The current cal
to realign efficient policies nmust be

rooted in the reality that New York needs
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nore energy, not less. Wth this in
m nd, stronger restrictions should be put
in place to ensure that failing to reach
efficiency goals do not occur solely at
t he expense of the ratepayer. High
energy taxes and flawed policy
initiatives are only part of the reason
New Yor k has the highest electric prices
in the continental United States. The
Plan falls short on addressing to viewto
expand or maintain access to affordabl e,
reliabl e energy sources. This includes
pi pelines that deliver natural gas,
transm ssi on upgrades that deliver cheap
electricity fromupstate in western New
York to downstate, cloaks political plans
to close Indian Point, yet invites an
il l-advised 336 extension cord from
Canada to Queens to take our jobs and
treasure north of the board.

For the record, the New York City
District Council of Carpenters supports
the conti nued operations of I|Indian Point.

The facility produces 2,000 negawatts of
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affordabl e, reliable basel oad power wth
virtually zero em ssions. It is also
responsi bl e for hundreds of well -paid,
hi gh-skilled union jobs. This is good
for our econony and our environment.

We oppose the Chanpl ai n Hudson
Power Express project as it underm nes
t he governor's energy hi ghway goal of
becom ng energy i ndependent. NYI SO s
2012 New York State Transm ssion
Assessnent and Reliability Study found no
reliability need that nerited the
installation of this unnecessary project.
In fact, during the recent cold snap, New
Yor k sent New Yor k-generated power to
Pennsyl vani a, New Jersey, and Quebec as
each could not neet their demand for
energy. New York should focus on
remai ni ng a net energy exporter and not
allow itself to becone dependent on
foreign energy sources. Energy
dependency | eads to higher electric
prices, job | osses, and woul d reverse the

course of New York's econom c recovery.
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As you construct the final Energy
Pl an, | urge you to consider these
argunents to fortify what is a largely
positive plan. As a region continuously
grow ng and denandi ng nore power, we nust
do what i s necessary to address these
I ssues. Bolstering in-state power
gener ati on whil e saf eguardi ng our current
basel oad portfolio, including Indian
Point, are critical parts of this
efforts. Thank you.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Eugene Shapiro.

MR SHAPIRO. Well, it's
interesting to follow a fell ow uni on
official as I'"'ma fornmer official from
the Motion Pictures Editor's CGuild.

| read your Draft Plan wth great
I nterest because | don't cone before you
W th great energy and pl anni ng experti se
or experience. So why do | conme before
you? | understand the conplexities of
what you have to deal with and it rem nds

me of the conplexities from45 years ago
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seei ng how a West African republic with
i1l-planning ended up destroying their
food, |and resource and water supply in
the way they built a damm. In the
nmeanti ne, we conpared it to the beaver,
who needl ess to say, does a good job of
dami ng. | renenber asking ny coll eagues
the horrors of Wrld War |1 and peopl e
getting gassed to death, but sonehow with
over 50 mllion dead bodies, mankind
recovered fromthat. Now, what happens
w th what we've heard about the water
supply? Well, you made sone m st akes,
are you going to fix that? No. You
destroy the water supply and it's gone
like it was in that part of West Africa.
Every once in a while, as a fil muker, |
get jeal ous when I was watchi ng Gasl and
which |I''m sure many peopl e here have
seen, and he wal ks over to the water with
alit match, turns on the water, and you
expect that match to be put out, and
instead it explodes. That's our

next - door nei ghbor nmaki ng the m st akes,
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because com ng out of the water is gas.
Until the systemis refined -- and I'm
not denying the fact it could be studied
and refined -- let's not junp the gun.
This is one of the best water supplies in
the world, accidentally, here in New
York. So | say to you, having watched
t hat scene in Gasland, | think that
fracking is msspelled. 1It's not
F-R-A-CK-1-NG It's S-U-1-C1-DE,
sui ci de.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Dr. Shyana O-um and can | just
check on Helen Bentley or John Iglietta
have returned? After, it will be Tassia
Rosa.

DR. ORUM Thanks, thank you the
commttee. I|I'mactually a New Yorker but
| also have a little house in upstate New
York and in that honme | use electric
power fromw nd farns. M/ nei ghbor
across the street who just noved in is
getting solar panels on his roof, so |

know r enewabl es are practical and they
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wor K.

' m here today because of ny
experience working in New York City for
many years with children and famlies. |
was the tutor of hospitalized children
for the New York Gty Board of Education
and sonme of the boroughs with a high air
pol l uti on such as the South Bronx and
central Brooklyn and | watched as
children, seven, nine, 13, 16 year-olds
were hospitalized, struggling to breathe.
I watched as their famlies were | ooking
on helplessly. | saw those children | ose
their opportunities for good educati on,
for advancenent in life. | even had the
unhappy experience of seeing one of our
prom si ng young wonman who nanaged to get
into a private high school, through her
hard work, die, in the intensive care
unit, fromasthma. And yet, this plan is
advocating for gas infrastructure
buil d-out that will increase air
pol I uti on wherever it goes and in that

way sicken thousands of children and
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adults now and in the future, and it
can't be reversed. That air pollution
does not go away. |'mvery grateful to
Pram |l a for speaking about her famly
experiences in Mnisink with the new
conpressor station there and | think it's
a very telling description of what w ||
happen all over, and because of that, |
want to read a press rel ease that her
organi zation, her citizen organizati on,
put out | ast March regardi ng a bl ow down
in Mnisink last March. It says, "This
week a bl ow- down event occurred in
M ni si nk, New York as M I I enni um pi peline
subsi di ary of N Source whi ch has j ust
becone part of Col unbia Pipeline G oup,
rel eased unknown quantities of
hi gh- pressure em ssion fromtwo netering
stations in order to clear the line as
t hey connected the conpressor station to
t he mai n gas pipeline. However,
MIllenniumfailed to notice several of
the residents of Mnisink of the code red

event. Nunerous residents have reported
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nosebl eeds, pai nful headaches, nausea,
and stomach pain and di zzi ness this week.
Al t hough the bl ow-down events were
schedul ed for March 5th and 6th, Tuesday
and Wednesday of | ast week, earlier this
nor ni ng, which was the 11th, the | ocal
volunteer fire departnent was call ed when
| oud boons were heard at approxi nately
8:30 a.m, foll owed by noxious funes.
The sounds and snells were perceptible
froma half-a-mle away. The specific
cause is still unknown. 'W were shocked
and scared to hear this trenendous noise
com ng fromthe conpressor station,' said
Gsha Conell o (phonetic) a M nisink
resi dent."

If this was planned why weren't we
notified? MIllenniumis bound by law to
report these events to residents of the
town, at |east a few days before the
bl ow- down occurs. However, M| enni um
did not notify residents then, and
Pramlla has told us there i s ongoing

snell of sulfur, and on Christmas Day, as
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a holiday gift, MII| enni um managed
anot her bl ow down whi ch caused this type
of event which |I've just read about.

So if we're |looking to the gas
I ndustry to provide safe and heal t hy
power, | think we can forget it. | think
we have to realize that it's our
representatives, our governor, our team
to provide the Plan that will nake sure
that this type of thing does not happen
all over New York State, and | believe we
can do it. You know, so many peopl e have
spoken today about all the options for
cl ean energy, renewables, and it's there,
it's available. It needs to be done.
Goi ng back to building up gas
i nfrastructure, such as pipeline, the
Spectra pipeline that is nowin the Wst
Village that could bl ow up and cause a
bl ast zone all the way to 28th Street,
that's not what we need.

W' re asking you to create a pl an
t hat pushes renewabl es that gets rid of

fossil fuels and that brings us into the
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future. Let's get noving cause we can do
it.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Tassi a Rosa, foll owed by Janes
Shillitto.

M5. ROSA: (Good afternoon, and
thank you for this opportunity to testify
today. M nane is Tassia Rosa. |I'ma
proj ect coordi nator for the New York
Public Interest Research G oup of the
Bor ough of the Manhattan Conmunity
College. NYPIRGis the | argest consuner
envi ronnent al consumer advocacy
organi zation, wth 20 coll ege canpus
chapters across New York State, including
ten here in New York Gty. NYPIRG
representatives wll be speaking on
different topics at each of the schedul ed
heari ngs of the Energy Plan, and w |
submt formal witten comments on a | ater
dat e.

I will focus ny comments today on
how t he Pl an addresses nass transit.

Most of our students rely on New York
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G ty' s extensive network of subways,
buses and railroads to get around. For
35 years NYPIRG s Straphanger's Canpai gn
has been the | eadi ng advocate for decent,
safe and affordable mass transit in New
York City.

According to the Metropolitan
Transit Authority, MIA mass transit hel ps
New Yor kers avoid about 17 mllion netric
tons of pollutants, while emtting only 2
mllion metric tons, making it perhaps
si ngl e bi ggest source of greenhouse gas
avoi dance in the United States.

The draft Energy Pl an acknow edges
that nmass transit is an inportant
ener gy-savi ng nechanism Mass transit
j obs make up about 62 percent of New
York's cl ean energy econony jobs and
public services. But while the Pl an
recogni zes that increased investnent in
transportation infrastructure is
critical, it fails to establish a clear
road map for funding transit projects or

mai nt ai ni ng and training existing
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infrastructure. Instead, the Pl an
| anents in today's chall enging fiscal
climate, identifying the resources
necessary to sustain or increase
transportation investnent is a mjor
hur dl e.

This is troubling for three
reasons: First, Governor Cuonb has

routi nely raided funds dedicated to mass

transit and used them for other purposes.

The governor's executive budget proposal
contains a raid of MIA dedi cated funds
that could nmean a rough ride for bus and
subway riders, workers and nmanuf act ures.
In the proposed budget $40 nmillion in
dedi cated transit funds which pay for
day-to-day operations, service and

mai nt enance woul d be diverted into the
general service debt fund. Wth this
acti on, Governor Cuonop reneged on an
agreement the State nade with the MIA in
2002, in which the State woul d pay for
$2.4 billion in MIA debt, while putting

t he MIFA unstabl e finances at ri sk.
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Furt hernore, the governor has tw ce
thwarted attenpts to safeguard existing
transit funds. The transit | ock-box bill
woul d have increased fiscal transparency
and public accountability while
protecting dedicated transit funds. |Its
key provision required the State to issue
a diversion inpact statenent in the
unfortunate event that state dedi cated
transit funds are diverted. The i npact
statenment details what effect the
di versi on woul d have had on transit
service, safety, and nmai ntenance. The
state | egislature unani nously passed such
| egislation in 2011 and again in 2013,
| egi sl ation that was supported by over
200 organi zations across the state, but
t he governor neutered the 2011 bills and
vetoed the 2013 bill.

Finally, the MIA's 2015 through
2019 Capital Building Program the Plan
that all ows the MIA to purchase new,
energy-efficient rolling stock |ike

subway cars and buses, and al so to begin
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projects like a fully featured bus rapid
transit network. That has a ten to $15
billion hold no one knows where the final
budget will come from W need
| eadership to sol ve these funding
probl ens and not pay themlip service.

Finally, one of the initiatives
outlined in the Plan is to increase
transportation alternatives and vehicle
diversity to harness the benefits of
decreased dependence on oil and a
cl eaner, nore connected and nore fl exible
transportati on network. However, the
initiative fails to recogni ze Bus Rapid
Transit as a tested, viable alternative
that utilizes green vehicles and can be
I mpl enent ed wherever there is enough road
space, political wll and public
engagenent. Instead, this idea which was
touted as a priority strategic plan in
t he governor's 2100 Comm ssion report,
gets hardly a nention. Bus Rapid Transit
Is the State's best chance of expandi ng

mass transit service quickly and cost
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effectively to transit-starved
communi ties across New York City and New
York State. New York City has its own
sl i med- down version of Bus Rapid
Transit, called Sel ect Bus Service, which
is living up to its prom se of faster and
nore reliable trips. Through extensive
communi ty exercises and a willingness to
work with and hear fromthe public, MA
New York City Transit and the New York
Gty Departnent of Transportation have
made great strides bringing a new
generation of bus service to the streets
of New York. We can do better and the
State should | ook to the MIA as a nodel
for green and alternative transportation
and work to enmul ate their successes with
other transit providers across the State.
Thank you so nuch agai n.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.
And if you would share the witten
comment s, that would be hel pful.

Janes Shellitto, foll owed by

M chael Jay.
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MR. SHILLITTGO Good afternoon.
I'mJanes Shillitto. |'mvice-president
of the Uility Wrkers of Anerica, Local
1- 2, speaking on behal f of our president,
Janmes Sl evin.

There is no doubt that the 2014
Draft Energy Plan for New York contains
very | audabl e goals and a view to New
York's energy future.

There is no doubt that the Pl an
contains exciting ideas to neet our
grow ng denmand for electricity in the
21st century.

There is no doubt that private
capital needs to sustain to help
stimulate this vision for a sustained
ener gy policy.

But what concerns ne is that while
| i p-service is paid to jobs and educati on
and training, there are no hard nunbers
to help drive the Plan. Wat is needed
in any energy map for our future is a
strong plan that has specific nunbers of

good, m ddl e-class jobs for the nen and
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womren who will build, operate and
mai ntain the grid of tonorrow

For too long New York and it's
state-run econom c devel opnent
infrastructure have relied on spreading
the wealth to al ready deep- pocketed
I nvestors w thout the concomtant
creation of good-paying, steady jobs for
New York's workforce. Sure, we help the
private sector by offering handsone
portions of the State's bond-cap to
fiance projects, and we extend to them
nmul tiple tax-incentives to stay, yet it
is always done with fluid netrics that
demand very little evidence that the
financiers, many of whom call thenselves
job creators, do create the jobs they
prom se.

And then the Plan calls for these
i nvestors to be self-reporting on their
progress. Have we | earned nothing from
the recent past? Jobs, jobs, jobs.
Good- payi ng, steady, m ddl e-cl ass

bui lding jobs are what is mssing from
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the equation of the 2014 Draft Energy
Pl an. Ever since the gl obal econom c
mel tdown of 2008, stories energe every
day of corporate pillaging that takes
pl ace in the name of economc
devel opnent. Corporations al ready pay
the | owest federal/state taxes in nore
t han 60 years. Executive pay for the top
ranks is at obscene | evels which everyone
acknow edges but does not hi ng about.
Meanwhil e, the m ddl e cl ass has been
stripped, laid off, and downsi zed, nude
to take it on the chin. It was manpower
t hat made New York the Enpire State. It
was manpower and its skilled, organized
wor kf orce that hel ped nade New York
becone an industrial and econom c power
in the 21st century.

Don't let the energy investors fool
you. "Well, if we build it the jobs wll
follow. It's not true. These projects
get nickel and di ned by anti-union
contractors and unqualified

subcontractors and out-of-state jobbers
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who add nothing to the pernmanency of the
j obs we need.

So while we endorse the goals
outlined in the Draft Energy Plan, we
also take it with a grain of salt. For
it includes no real vision of the nen and
womren who w Il performthe day-to-day
tasks required. It includes no vision of
good mi ddl e-cl ass jobs that can be
created by smart energy investnment. |t
contains no vision of real sweat, the
real toil, the real nunber of bodies that
w || be needed.

Renenber, w thout using these
investnents to build a good workforce
with a strong mddle class, there wll
not be any ratepayers left to pay.
Everyone will have fl ed.

It was a strong mddle class that
transforned this state and this country
after World War 1I1. And each tine
anot her plan energes that does not focus
on the key conponent of human capital,

and how it works, is dooned to be just so
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nmuch nore pie in the sky.

Tell us where the jobs are. In

addition, we'd like to confirmour strong

opposition to the Chanpl ai n Hudson Power
Express project and urge its denial.

El ectric power plants provide skilled,
good- payi ng, sustai nabl e jobs of

t housands of hard wor ki ng uni on nmenbers.
Rat her than spurning investnent to new
facilities, this proposal will curtai

I nfrastructure investnents and under cut
the need of other in-state generation by
creating a one-way energy highway from
Quebec to Queens. The result is the
expl oitation of both jobs and dollars to
benefit Canada. Updating and buil di ng

new el ectricity generation and

relicensing of Indian Point are inportant

for New York's energy future. Thank you
MR. RHCODES: M chael Jay? Faith
St ei nberg foll owed, by Adel e Bender.
M5. STEINBERG M nane is Faith
Steinberg and I''ma native New Yorker.

live on the upper west side.
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We've heard a | ot about natural gas
today. Wenever | hear natural |1'm on
the alert, because it's such an overused
word. Ain't nothing natural about
pouring chemcals into the earth to get
gas. It ain't natural. You know, poison
ivy is natural, too. | sonetines nake
t he m stake of saying that hunans are
killing our planet Earth but the --

MR, RHODES: Ms. Steinberg, you're
drifting off the mke, if you can speak
clearly. | can hear you, but --

MS. STEINBERG  The reverse is
true. The Earth is killing humans and
t he Earth, being the wonderful organism
that it is, is telling us in its own
| anguage that what we Engli sh-speaki ng
humans call storms, tsunam s, hurricanes,
cycl ones, earthquakes, and on and on in
our ingenious manner. How nmany of us
have di ed worl dwi de? But the Earth is
still here. Many living creatures have
been erased fromthe Earth but the Earth

Is still here. There's an echo system
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and we think that we hunans can outsnart
Mot her Earth but it's not true. The
Earth is reacting. |Instead of finding
new sources rather than fossil fuels we
nmust find nore ways to conserve energy
and becone -- because we're becon ng what
the fable, the Sorcerer's Apprentice, is
telling us. Instead of the stupid, and I
use the word stupid because there's so
much i nformati on around that is being
ignored, so it's not ignorance of the
facts. It's stupidity because of the
greedy people and they're poi soni ng our
| and and habitats, we nmust find ways to
get sustai nabl e energy and expl ore sol ar
energy, w nd and water power. That would
create | ots of jobs.

Also | want to add to the woman's
list of ways to conserve energy. | don't
nmean to offend the nmen in our mdst, but
during the sumer, when we were havi ng
record heat, nen are dressed in ties and
It makes no sense, and the air

conditioning has to go up, and it's all
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over the world, it's all corporate
structures. Wonen are putting on
sweaters and nen are dressed in their, in
their | eather shoes. | forget what you
call those shoes, but that's anot her way,
Il think it was Al Gore who said there are
all kinds of little ways that we can
conserve energy and | think that if we
want a world, the Earth, to be here for
humans, if we want hunmans to be here for
this Earth, then we have got to change.
We have really nessed up the world and
now t hey want to go to the other planets
and see how they can ness themup. kay,
t hank you.

MR. RHCDES: Adel e Bender foll owed
by Morgan Monzana, if | have that right.

MS. BENDER: Can you hear ne? M
nane i s Adel e Bender. | ama nenber of
the Gray Panthers and several other
organi zations to Riverkeeper and so |I'm
al ways very, very passi onate about what
happens to our environnment. It's the one

Eart h we know about that we have and what
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scares ne about going to the other
pl anets, if we ever find life on another
pl anet | hope we don't trash this planet.
I'd like it to stay. 1'd like our planet
to stay nice and heal t hy.

One of the things I'd like to talk
about, we're here about fracking. About
twenty-five years ago, | live two bl ocks
of f Queens Boul evard in Forest Hills,
Queens, and about 20, 25 years ago ny
husband and I, like two o' clock in the
norning, we felt a boom a vibration, and
we didn't know what it was. The next day
we found out it was a m ni earthquake,
and this cones fromall the way upstate,
and so it's not inpossible if you're
going to have fracking, | don't know t hat
fracking will exacerbate a situation |ike
this, cause a situation like this, or if
there is another mni earthquake what
woul d happen with fracking, with the gas
comng all the way down fromupstate. M
conmmon sense tells me, | get alittle

nervous, | do think about it fromtine to
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tine, and | leave it to the scientists
and the experts to | ook at a situation
like this, and as | say, | amafraid of
this fracking, and | think it is really
I mportant that the experts really search
out alternatives and safer and healthier
alternative to use to be able to avoid
things |ike fracki ng because we need
clean air, we need cl ean water cause once
t hose chemi cals are used for the fracking
and if the water is ruined, that's it.
You cannot straighten it out. Everybody
Is affected, rich poor and in between.
So | think we have to be very cauti ous
about this and use a | ot of the good
alternative energies. |If | have to spend
a couple of nore dollars on nmy Con Edi son
bill, I think of the L'Oeal ad, I'm
worth it, and you're worth it and we're
worth it. Thank you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.
Morgan Mont ana, foll owed by M chae
Benjamn. |Is Mchael Benjam n here?

Thank you very nuch, sir.
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MR. BENJAM N. Thank you.
MR. RHODES: And following will be

Merrill Macel -- 1'msorry.

MR BENJAMN | will submt ny
testinony to you later. | wll send you
ny testinony by e-nail |ater.

MR. RHCODES: Thank you.
MR, BENJAM N:. Can you hear nme all

MR. RHODES: | can, yes.

MR. BENJAM N. Good afternoon, ny
name is Mchael Benjamn. |'ma forner
state legislator fromthe Bronx.
Presently I"'mw th SHARE New York a
nmenber shi p- based organi zati on consi sting
of individual and small businesses. [|'m
here today i n support of relicensing
I ndi an Point Energy Center. As a
legislator | visited | PEC on nore than
one occasion. | was inpressed by the
operation and dedi cation of the
operators. Nuclear energy is an integral
part of all of President Gbhama's all of

t he above energy policy. Electricity
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generated by Indian Point is clean,
af fordabl e and reliable. Qur nodern
soci ety depends on electricity for
virtually everything. At SHARE we
bel i eve the New York State Energy Pl an
should include a | arge i nvestnent in
cost-effective energy nanagenent and
awar eness of prograns. The environnent al
communi ties should have i nput before new
power plants are permtted to be built.
Conti nui ng operation of |ndian Point
woul d provide 20 to 40 percent of the
area's power needs and the devel opnment
envi ronment of renewabl e energy, w nd,
sol ar, hydroel ectric power to address
growi ng power needs. W believe that the
state Energy Pl an shoul d support prograns
to lower energy bills and protect our
envi ronnent, strengthen energy buil di ng
codes, and expand prograns that manage
power usage on the hottest days of the
year.

Low i nconme areas in and around New

York Gty have a disproportionate nunber
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of power plants damagi ng the health and
quality of life in those areas. Such
communi ties nust be involved in the
deci si on- naki ng process before any new
power plants are constructed. Two years
ago an i ndependent report comm ssioned by
the Gty of New York found that if | PEC
were to be closed New York Gty
rat epayers would pay an additional two to
$3 billion dollars in higher energy
costs. The closing of Indian Point Power
Pl ant woul d pl ace another billion dollars
on area residents. That's nearly $3
billion in additional costs on New
Yor ker s.

Irrational fears should not drive
state energy policy. Nuclear power
pl ants are not the same as nucl ear bonbs.
| PEC w Il not and cannot expl ode.
Repl acing Indian Point with dirtier coal
or gas-fired power plants will be
unheal thy. The State Energy Pl an nust
insure the power is from safe,

reliability and renewabl e energy. And
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finally, $3 billion in additional
unnecessary costs nust not be passed onto
over burdened r at epayers.

Thank you for taking the tine to
hear ny vi ews.

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Merrill Macel donery (phonetic), |
apol ogi ze. Tula Tsalis, foll owed by
El i zabet h Mel | en.

M5. TSALIS: | want to thank you
for the opportunity to speak today and |
would mainly |like to address the people
out here. | feel very, very privileged
to be here anong you today. | feel very
privileged to be here anbng you t oday.

| have been active throughout ny
life in many, many ways and nore recently
have been quiet until now.

I live in Warw ck, New York, Orange
County, and |I'm a nenber of Sustai nable
Warwi ck and al so Orange County Peace and
Justice Coalition which is beginning to
have sone interest in these energy

I ssues, whereas before they were so
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concerned about Iraq and Afghani stan. |

made a couple of -- | don't have a fornal
presentation. | just made a few bri ef
not es.

In Orange County there is a plan to
build a huge plant in a place call ed way
Wawayander, right near M ddletown. |
don't know how many of you know t hat
area. | know that you do. | just
| earned this today and | |l earned a few
t hi ngs today, and |I'mvery, very thankful
to you for educating ne. This plant,
which is, | forget what the size is, it's
going to be built, if it is built, by
Conpetitive Power Ventures, |'ve heard
them cal |l ed conpetitive power vultures,
but | read sonewhere that Conpetitive
Power Ventures who al so, by the way,
wants to build a huge plant in Northern
Cal i fornia, had nade sone coments about
the fact that when the nucl ear power
pl ant cl oses, which of course it nust
close, then they will be in the perfect

position once the plant is built near
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M ddl etown to provide the nuch-needed
energy that the area needs. There are
ot her peopl e who have cone out about the
fact that with energy conservation we're
not going to need that |evel of energy
production in that region. | don't know
if that's true there, but these things
are bei ng bounced around.

l'"mhere to say sinply this: This
is one of the nost inportant issues right
now. The deci sions that we nmake today
and tonorrow regardi ng energy wll make
the difference in the quality of our
lives and in the quality of the planet in
t he years ahead. Everyone here knows
that. W' ve all expressed these facts,
figures, information. | don't have to
say nore on any of that, even if | knew
t hem which | don't have the details, but
I'mgrateful to many of you who do have.
What | would like to see happen in New
York State is a full comm tnent toward
renewabl e energy as nobst of you do as

well, and for this to happen, we're going
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to have -- we're going to need the kind
of energy, human power energy, that
occurred back in the |late sixties and
seventi es when the environnental novenent
first becane a reality and communities
all over the country were involved, and
that's how we got the | aws that were put
in place afterwards. And for that to
happen today, those of us who are worKking
on this now nust begin to form
coalitions. Oher groups, |large and
small, sone of you are so good at it,
you' re professional, and sonetines those
who are professionals in the
envi ronmental area tend to stay and work
t oget her by thensel ves and don't
necessarily reach out to snall
communities here and there. That's what
| hope w Il happen.

There's a hearing to take place on
February 25 in M ddl etown, New YorKk.
It's no longer a community college, it's
now a full four-year college, as |

understand, and |, |'m asking why, why is
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there only one, only one public neeting
to take place on this incredibly
i mportant issue in Orange County, when
t here should be many? Not only in O ange
County but everywhere. The Iimtation of
these neetings is a m stake and the only
way to rectify that is to fight it. 1It's
t he only way, because Governor Cuono and
the State of New York will do what
governors do in order to get things done.
Sonetinmes they will try to limt
di scussi on and that nust not happen.
Thank you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.
Eli zabeth Mell en, followed by Ann Basser,
| believe.

M5. MELLEN: |'m Eli zabeth Mel | en.
I live in Manhattan. |'ma nenber of a
church which is also part of a network
called Interfaith Power and Light all
across the State, are concerned with
ener gy conservation and clinate change.
I'"malso a nenber -- | nean, contribute

to the Atlantic Chapter Sierra Cdub. |
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appl aud all precedi ng comments pointing
out the danger of fracking to our
envi ronment and to hunan and ani nal
health. | add ny voi ce enphasi zi ng our
need to nove away from natural gas and
ot her fossil fuels to renewabl es.

Fracki ng and the conti nued
construction in the State of new
pi pel i nes for conpressed gas takes us in
the wong direction if we care about
gl obal warm ng. Al so, considering that
new pi pelines are intended to |lead to gas
exporting, the current profit notive as
opposed to the public's interest becones
clear and evident. On another note, with
a sumrer place in Susquehanna County,
Pennsyl vani a, a state which caved and
it'"s is just ten mles as the crow flies,
our place is, from D nock, Pennsyl vani a.
I have witnessed the industrialization of
| ovely, lovely countrysides. The
degradati on of roads, the influx of
wor kers fromthe sout hwest of the U S,

the rising housing costs for |locals. The
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enor nous fracki ng pads and conpressor
stations and the endless -- and the water
truck stations for the trucks which suck
mllions of gallons of water fromthe
tributaries of the Susquehanna Ri ver,
that truck traffic and the enornous
fl at bed trucks carryi ng huge, heavy
machi nery are just a new phenonenon in
ot herwi se lovely countryside. W are
subject there to the endl ess and
rel entl ess PR propaganda of Chesapeake
and Cabot and ot her gas corporations
her e.

W' re here, we're doing good, we
contribute to the |ocal hospital, we do
this, we do this, and it's endless. The
proposed route of the Constitution
Pi peline is suppose to run fromthere to
Al bany, runs throughout the property
adj oi ni ng ours where we wal k each
norning. That's close to hone, but all

of this is very close to all our hones.

Do we want this kind of industrialization

of upstate New York countryside or w |l
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we nove nore seriously to renewabl e
sources of energy? Thank you.

MR, RHODES: Thank you. Anne
Basser, followed by Sheila Ceist.

MS. BASSER. Thank you, | don't
have a ot of -- | don't have any
prepared statenent but one of the major
i ssues that is not spoken about very
often with fracking is the billions of
gal l ons of water used in the fracking
wells and how that is not usabl e again.
It's contam nated. There's been a nedia
bl ackout and a gag, gag orders by the gas
i ndustry for people who' ve had their
wat er cont am nated cannot speak about it.
It's leaking out. A lot of people are
now finding out about it, so that's just
a huge, huge issue. (Qbviously our water
Is pure. It's one of the best water
systens in the whole world and why are we
going to conmmt suicide, as sonmeone
nmentioned earlier. | felt ny own
per sonal experience of just two days

w t hout clean water and it was one of the
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scari est experiences |'ve had and | don't
know i f any of you up there have had
that, but there was a bl ackout in 2004
and then the high-rise building |I was
living in, the water couldn't get up to
our apartnents, and it was chaos. People
were at the delis buying bottled water,
and | just have a glinpse of what it
woul d be like if our water system was
destroyed. People would be killing each
ot her for clean water, and that's not a
very crazy scenari o considering what
fracking is doing to water supplies. So
do we want to get into that? | don't
think so. | don't want to, and | inmagi ne
you and your famlies, children,
grandchil dren, don't want to get into
t hat situation.

So ban fracking inmedi ately. W
shoul d support alternative energy that's
been around for years and just not being
devel oped because the gas industry and
the oil industry won't nmake any profit on

it. Thank you.
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MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Sheila Geist, followed by Ellen
V\&i ni nger.

M5. GEIST: Hello, I'm Sheila
Ceist. I'man at-large rights activi st
and |'ve been wal king with -- |'ve been
working with United for Action --

VMR. RHODES: United for Action, if
you can keep your m ke up.

M5. GEIST: -- United for Action
and Shut Down | ndi an Poi nt Now. Mbst of
what | was going to speak about has
al ready been said this norning and
especially the presentation to the
speakers from M ni si nk, Food WAt er Watch,
Ri ver keeper, and fromthe Sierra d ub
have given the details of the dangers of
fracki ng and of nethane, and al so the
dangers from | ndi an Point from nucl ear
reactors all over the State.

However, 1'd like to focus on a few
details that are absent in your plan and
necessary if we're going to nove toward

renewabl es and away from the natural gas
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infrastructure and the LNG ports, and the
need to cl ose the nucl ear plant and
arrange for the deconmm ssioning and the
fundi ng of the deconm ssioning of these
pl ant s.

To start with, we need to work
toward the option for clean, safe energy
and the Sierra O ub spoke about the need
for investing in nore wi nd power,
especially Iand w nd power and off-shore
w nd power. The problens that present
thenselves in this regard right nowis
the fact that they're proposi ng an LNG
port off the Rockaways, Port Anbrose.

That is the sane place that the wind farm
i's being proposed off the Rockaways, and
you can't have both. The nobst i nportant
thing is we get Port Anbrose vetoed and
the governor has the ability to do that.
He doesn't need anybody else. Christie
could do it, too, but we need to get this
LNG port which just pronotes gas for
export and is a dangerous terrori st

target. This is, you know, right off our
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beaches. To go on with the wi nd power we
need to invest in the projects off
Mont auk Poi nt and of f the Rockaways. We
have wi nd power upstate. The question is
we need to bring it downstate and we need
investnents in the smart grid. So this
is the part that | didn't see in the Plan
and where the efforts have to go and the
f undi ng.

In terns of both wind and sol ar
power we have the Jacobsen plan and the
possibilities for renewabl es, but that
can't be inplenented as such. It neans
each community has to map what their
potential is for solar and wi nd, and then
do it, but the question is, where wll
the funding cone fromfor napping these
communities? And that | think is a state
responsibility, to put a plan in place so
that the communities can map their spaces
for what is feasible and then fundi ng of
what cones after renmains to be
det er m ned.

Wth regard to I ndian Point,
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specifically, because it's clear, it's
old and dangerous, and it's --
Ri ver keeper said it's on a fault. It's
two faults, and fracking is al so
consi deri ng causi ng earthquakes which
many studi es have shown recently. So we
can't afford to have this blow up in our
face.

I'd like to give you an experience
of nmy own during Hurricane Sandy. | was
l'iving below Harl em on the west side, so
it's high ground, so | didn't have to
worry about being flooded out at the
nmonent. | could pay attention to the
weat her reports, and all through the
ni ght | heard about the storm surges. It
cane within inches of flooding the fuel
ponds at I ndian Point, wthin inches.
That was overl|l ooked by npbst peopl e
regarding flooding in the Gty, so it
hasn't gotten the attention. One of the
things we're worried about is not only
t he need to close Indian Point but the

fundi ng of the deconmm ssion. Wen | was
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up at the hearings at Indian Point a few
nmont hs ago it was clear they don't have a
pl an and they even propose a generic plan
for all the plants that they didn't have
to deconmm ssion until 60 years |ater
after they closed the Plan. So we need
to put a plan in place, not only closing
t he nucl ear plants, but also for funding
t he deconmmi ssion. The first step is to
get the fuel, used fuel into dry pass
storage. R ght now t hese fuel ponds are
subject to flooding. W don't need a
terrorist to blowit up. | nean, a
hurricane could do it. This is sonething
you have to build into your energy plan,
t he fundi ng of the decomm ssion of these
plants and not later, now. The permts
could be wthheld for sone. These plants
are old, they're dangerous, Fukushi ma
must have taught us sonething. To nake
us safe, your plan | acks enough
protection for safety and health, and
that's ny major criticismand that's the

| east you can do, to renedy that. Thank
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you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

El | en Wei ni nger, foll owed by
Cat heri ne Skopi c.

MS. WVEINNNGER My nane is Ellen
Wei ninger. |I'man environnental health
educat or and public health advocate in
t he educati onal outreach program for grad
students in environnental education. CQur
New York programis an environnent al
health nonprofit that works closely with
| eadi ng nmedi cal and scientific experts on
environnental health issues.

I'"malso a lifelong New York
resi dent and nother of three. Thank you
for this. Beyond photos and sol ar rays
and storm energy, efficiency, the
recently rel eased plan to provide
specific steps for New York to neet
sust ai nabl e energy now and in the future
was not provided in the Energy Pl an.
Just the opposite unfolded in the Plan's
projections wth policies that are

subnerged in fossil fuel devel opnent al
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producti on by pronotion and sweepi ng
expansi on of fracking for nethane gas and
rolling out |arge-scale build-out on
nmet hane gas infrastructure. This wll
result in significant increases in
nmet hane em ssions which is in direct
conflict with Governor's Paterson's O der
No. 24, requiring that New York State
reduce its total greenhouse gas em ssions
by 80 percent by 1990 | evels.

Met hane gas is not a clean fuel, it
is a fossil fuel, and you' ve heard t hat
it is 86 tines nore potent a greenhouse
gas than carbon di oxi de over a 20
year-peri od, and 34 nore potent over a
hundred years. The Plan ignores this
crucial fact and offers to neasure only
one singl e greenhouse gas, carbon
di oxide. The Plan nmust include a total
reducti on of greenhouse reductions wth
benchmar ks at consistent intervals and
nmust excl ude further advancenent in its
expansi on of fracking for nmethane gas and

the build-out of iIts infrastructure in
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New Yor k or anywhere.

Recent studi es show significant
met hane | eaks in existing aging
infrastructure in Washi ngton D. C
Boston, and in New York Cty. And you' ve
heard about Dr. Mark Jacobsen's recently
-- last year's peer-reviewed report wth
a team of scientists and coments t hat
provided a road map in New York to reach
100 percent renewabl es by 2030. This
w nd, water and sunlight plan provides a
roadnmap to potential for portions and
anmount of power provided by each
renewabl e resource and its footprint.
These energy solutions are already on the
shelf and neet can neet our energy needs
by 2030. The report explains the
techni cal capacity that we have, the
economc feasibility that we have and the
benefits of the renewabl e energy
infrastructure that can transform New
York State by elimnati ng dependence on
polluting fossil fuels. This neans

reduction in greenhouse gas em ssi ons,
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ener gy i ndependence and security, job
growt h, inprove water and air quality,
protection of public health, | ower
heal t h-care costs, and stabilization of
energy costs.

This plan, this wind, water and
sunlight plan would al so reduce New
York's electric power demand by 37
percent. Just |ast week, Dr. Jacobsen
rel eased the 50-state roadmap for this
pl an.

New York cannot afford to bear the
burden of public health environnent and
econom c i npact of increased greenhouse
gas eni ssions, water contam nation and
air water pollution fromthe unw se and
unnecessary devel opnent and production of
nmet hane gas and its hazardous
i nfrastructure and pi peline and polluting
conpressor stations. According to Munt
Si nai School of Medicine's recently
rel eased report, New York State's
Chil dren and the Environnent,

envi ronnent al | y- nedi at ed di sease
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continues to spiral and take a huge toll
on our nost vul nerabl e popul ati on, our
children. Asthnma has tripled in the past
three decades and it's | eadi ng cause of
hospitalization. Ht affects 250, 000
children. Air pollutants are known to
contribute to that. Birth defects are
now t he | eadi ng cause of infant death.
Birth defects have actually doubl ed
frequency. Devel opnental disorders and
other learning disabilities affect one in
every six children. Primary brain cancer
anong children has increased in incidents
by nearly 40 percent from 1975 to 2004,
according to the National Cancer
Institute. Childhood | eukem a has
increased in incidents by over 40
percent. Benzene and ot her solvents are
i nked, and these are substances that are
found in the entire life cycle of shale
gas devel opnent and producti on.

According to the Wrld Health
Organi zation, environnental exposures are

responsi ble for 35 percent of all
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chi |l dhood di sease and death worl| dw de.
This all cones at a hefty price on
famlies, schools, communities, health
institutions and our society. A recent
anal ysis estimates that the cost of
envi ronnent al | y- nedi at ed di sease i n New
York's children alone | eads up to over 4
billion annually. That figure accounts
for children and does not even begin to
factor in the adult popul ation.

We' ve seen that recent proposal for
expansi on of a pipeline by Spectra Energy
cal cul ates that conpressor station
em ssions would include 81.4 tons per
year of nitrogen oxide, sulfur dioxide,
4.1 tons per year, volatile organic
conpounds, 5.9 tons a year, that's just
one conpressor station for one year.

Fi ves expanded conpressor stations and
25 expanded netering stations, plus two
new netering stations on just one

pi peline, just do the math. Start

mul ti pl ying the annual em ssions per

station per year by all the stations that
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currently exist, the ones about to be
approved and t hose approved, plus the
pronotion of further expansion by this
Draft Plan. Cunul ative inpact of the
entire life cycle of nethane gas and its
production and infrastructure are ignored
in this plan, yet significantly increases
greenhouse gas enissions. Public health
and econom c i npacts are al so absent from
the draft. Significantly increased
exposure to polluted air, water,
i ndustrialization of comunities, toxic
em ssions fromindustrial plants to
processing, storing and distributing LNG
and petrol eum natural gas, station
pi pel i nes, fueling stations, fuel pads,
truck traffic, higher |evel of radon gas
cause lung cancer in nonsnokers, toxic
radi oactive fracking waste and its
consti tuent disposing landfills, waste
wat er treatnent plant on roads and farm
| and are not addressed. Even though the
consequence of increasing nore greenhouse

gas will nean greater toxic exposure
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across New York State and el sewhere,
whet her or not fracking is permtted in
New Yor k. Toxic radioactive fracking
wast e produced in billions of gallons per
year has no safety disposal plan. 1In
fact, it poses an imedi ate public health
threat even with New York's de facto ban
on fracking. Many New York counties
currently use this waste, toxic
radi oacti ve waste by-products for
r oad- spreadi ng applications, accepted in
landfills and waste water treatnent
facilities. Contamnation fromradi um
226 and radi um 228 can | ast thousands of
years. Road-spreadi ng applications,
truck accidents, |eaks, spills; water
supplies are at risk fromrun-off,
contai nnent encrosion and rupture. \WAste
wat er treatnent plants can be pernmanently
damaged by these toxic chem cals, and
food supplies are at risk fromthe
run-of f, contam nated water supplies,
radi oactive. More fracking neans nore

toxi c radioactive waste, wth no safe
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di sposal options.

In closing, we need clean air to
breat he, clean water to drink, and
uncontam nated food to eat. The current
Draft of the New York State Energy Pl an
W th pronoti on of nethane gas
devel opnent, and production and
w despread expansion of its
infrastructure proceeds. G eenhouse
gases will continue to escal ate.
Cont am nati on of our precious natura
resources and health are a certainty.
This Plan is unacceptabl e and New York
State can do better. W have the tools
and the solutions on the shelf now to
reach 100 renewabl es by 2030.
Renewabl es, energy efficiency and
conservation, what's mssing in this plan
iIs the political wll to do so. Thank
you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you very nuch.

Cat heri ne Skopi c.

M. SKOPIC. Thank you for hol di ng

this hearing, and I'"'mglad | was able to
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join you at 1 o'cl ock.

My nanme i s Kat herine Skopic and |
am a not her, citizen, nenber of |IMAK, and
The Coal ition of New Yorkers Agai nst
Fracking, and I'mthe Anglican
representative to the United Nati ons.

Carbon free, nuclear free. Never
i n human hi story have we faced a nonent
such as this. The possible extinction of
life due to human activity, the burning
of fossil fuels; the threat is real and
I mpendi ng unl ess we change our ways. W
have caused the problem and we can
prevent it fromgetting worse. Wy would
an intelligent civilization not do this?

Renewabl e energy sources such as
w nd, solar, both thermal and photo
vol taic, hydro, geothermal, tidal, wave,

I n-conduit hydro can provide intermttent
and nonintermttent energy to supply our
hone and industrial energy needs. The

t echnol ogy exists. Mre and nore

manuf acturing, installation and financing

entities are comng on board. In |light
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of recent extrene weather events, nore
and nore peopl e are denandi ng renewabl es.
Al ways seemto lack in this picture is
the political wll.

That's why |I'm here today, that's
why everyone el se was here today: to
encourage the political wll to
transition to renewabl e energy, to
encour age our New York State governnent
to nove to renewable energy. | can't
I magi ne there was a person in this room
who doesn't know that this is the norally
right thing to do.

Water is one of the nost inportant
reasons to nove to renewables. The
process of horizontal slick water
fracturing uses enornobus anounts of water
maki ng it permanently unusable for |ife,
and at the sane tine threatens existing
reservoirs, aquifers and wells with
poi soning. W just have to | ook to our
west to see the inpact of no water. It's
happeni ng ri ght now, and such

I rresponsi bl e extraction processes
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destroy this precious, |ife-giving
resource of water. No responsible

civilization would know ngly do this.
It's short and | ong-term suici de.

Accidents from fossil fuel
extraction and transportati on abound, be
it in off-shore drilling, tanker
acci dents, pipeline explosions or train
derail nents. People are being kill ed,
and when any of this fuel is burned, we
all die, slowy or fast through extrene
weat her events such as Sandy, forest
fires, drought, extrene heat and col d,
ri sing sea |l evels, forest |oss, ocean
acidi fication, disease, global heating.
Future generations won't stand a chance.

You know t he urgency of the
problem W urge you to act. Initiate a
full and conpl ete renewabl e energy pl an
for New York State now. Thank you.

MR, RHCODES: Thank you. May | just
check whether Helen Bentley is in the
roon? John Iglietta, Mchael Jay?

Mor gan Montana, and Merrill Macel donery.
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Are there any further speakers?
Then seeing none, I'd like to extend
t hanks on behal f of all of us at Joan Jay
Col |l ege. On behalf of the state Energy
Pl an Board, we've taken the devel opnent
of this draft Energy Plan with great
seriousness. It's extrenely inportant we
hear comments and questions |ike yours as
we devel op the final State Energy Pl an.
You' ve given us nmuch to think about and
made nmany excellent points. Please
remenber that witten coments can be
submtted on our website up until Apri
30 at energypl an. ny. gov.

Wth that, | adjourn this session.
Thank you agai n.

(Tinme noted: 2:25 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
)ss.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

|, CHARLENE ANCI, a Notary Public
wthin and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That foregoing hearing is a true
record of the proceedi ngs.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this action
by bl ood or marriage; and that | amin no way
interested in the outcone of this matter.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto
set ny hand this 28th day of February, 2013.

CHARLENE ANCI
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