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Page 1 Page 3
R x 1 HEARING
3 2 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Good afternoon, and
4 HEARI NG OF THE DRAFT STATE ENERGY PLAN 3 welcome. My name is John Rhodes, and | am
5 4 the Chair of the State Energy Planning
B - e x 5 Board, the president and CEO of Planning
7 6 State Energy Research and Development
8 Br ookl yn Col | ege 7 Authority.
9 New of K, New Yor k 8 | would like to welcome you here to the
10 5?86”3% 19, 2014 9 Gold Room at Brooklyn College. We thank
11 10 Broqklyn College for their hospitality in
19 BEFCRE: 11 hosting us and ask you to recall that all of
13 JOHN RUGDES.  Chai 1 ran 12 usare the|_r guests, and thereby we ask that
' ‘ _ 13 you exercise decorum, and one of those rules
14 JUDI TH LEE, NYS Department of Public Service 14 isthat no signson poles. There may be
15 MELVEN R S, Y e et CConservation |15 others, but that's the one | am aware of.
16 16 | would also look, | would like now
17 DARBY Gi NSBERG, Court Repor ter 17 introduce to you the other representatives
18 18 of the planning board joining me today.
19 19 Judy Lee, executive Deputy of the Public
20 20 Service Commission, and Melvin Norris,
21 21 Director of the Office of Environmental
22 22 Justice At the Department of Environmental
23 ELG COAER QU] BEPORTIIG 00 LLC 22 Conservation. .
24 New York, New York' 10022 24 Thisisahearing to accept publlt_:
25 Ref: 106163 25 comments on the 2014 draft, which was
Page 2 Page 4
; SPEAKER SRR PAGE ! HEARING .
2 approved by the State Energy Planning Board
3 ERC LEGEER 8 | 3 onJanuary 7, 2014, and made available on
4 AUBREY LETHER! DGE 101 4 the Energy Plan website, energyplan.NY .gov.
5 DAVID ALICEA 151 5 The plan was issued in accordance with
6 MARIAN RONAN 191 6 Article 6 of the energy law. Public notice
7 FRANK FRALEY 21 7 of the issuance of the plan and the notice
8 [IEVA ZADINA 23 8 of this public hearing were published in the
9 LING TSQU 26 | 9 State Register on January 29th.
10 EDITH KANTROWN TZ 32 |10 Thedraft plan consists of two volumes.
11 pAviD DOLL 39 |11 Thefirst volume provides 15 key initiatives
12 JUDITH CANEPA 44 |12 to advance the State's energy future. The
13 ROBERT ALPERN 47 |13 second volume addresses energy uses, its
14 ALEX BEAUCHAWP 49 |14 sources and impact and provides detailed
15 A JERRY KREMER 54 |15 background that was used to develop the
16 REG NALD H. BOAAN 60 |16 overarching vision and initiativesin the
17 MARTHA CAVERON 64 |17 first volume.
18 REV. CABBAGESTALK 71 |18 This, the State Energy Plan isthe
19 REVERAND HATTER 75 |19 result of serious, thoughtful work which
20 JAME MOTT 78 |20 envisionsan energy system that is clean,
21 TOM RYAN g1 |21 flexible, affordable, resilient, reliable.
22  MARGE SCHAB g7 |22 Theinitiative to achieve that mission focus
23 SUSAN FI LGUERAS 90 |23 onfiveareas: Improving energy
24 LA S Pl NETREE 95 24 affordab”lty, UnleaShing the power Of
25 NICOLE M NI CHI ELLO 102 |25 private sector finance, providing amore
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1 HEARING 1 HEARING
2 resilient and flexible power grid, giving 2 provide a statement and have awritten
3 customers more control over their energy use 3 version with you, it would be helpful if you
4 and choices, aligning energy innovation with 4 could provide that to us, either today or
5 market demand. The plan outlinesto the 5 following the hearing, so we can provide
6 achieve those initiatives, long-term policy 6 thoseto the court reporter to assist in
7 goals, near-term action items and meaningful 7 providing the transcript.
8 metrics. 8 All speakers are asked to focus on the
9 Thisisone of six public hearing 9 thingsthat pertain to the Draft Energy Plan
10 sessionsthat are planned to receive public 10 only. Your comments should be as succinct
11 comments. Future sessions are scheduled in 11 aspossible so we can hear from as many of
12 Manhattan, Long Island, Buffalo and 12 you as possible. We have set afive-minute
13 Syracuse. Written comments on the draft 13 deadline for that purpose, but of course
14 plan will also be accepted through April 30, 14 after everyone has had a chance to address
15 and information on submitting those written 15 the board, repeat speakers may be afforded
16 comments can be found on the Energy Plan 16 another five minutes should there be any
17 website. If you decide to submit written 17 time at the end of the hearing.
18 comments, please do so as soon as possible 18 Formal presentations such as PowerPoint
19 so that they can be considered as carefully 19 arenot being allowed today. Again, we want
20 aspossible. All public comments, whether 20 to hear from as many of you as possible. As
21 ora or written, will be considered by the 21 thisisastatement hearing, the Planning
22 Energy Planning Board as it works for 22 Board is not entertaining questions. This
23 additionsfor the fina plan. All comments 23 isan opportunity for us to hear feedback
24 will count equally regardless of how they 24 from you on the draft planning. Those who
25 werereceived. The planning board has 25 want to comment but do not want to speak
Page 6 Page 8
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2 targeted issuance of the final plan of 2 publicly or do not get a chance to do so,
3 spring of 2014. 3 again, can submit written comments via our
4 The processtoday issimple. Thosewho 4 website and again, that is www.energyplan.
5 want to comment at this hearing have been 5 NY.gov.
6 asked to signin upon arriving. Y our name 6 With that, | want to thank you all for
7 will be called one at atime for you to 7 coming today, and if there are any questions
8 speak. 8 about the process, we can take those at this
9 When your nameis called, please come to 9 time. Seeing none, | will cal our first
10 the podium to provide your statement, and | 10 speaker, Eric Legeer, to be followed by
11 will aso call the name of the person who is 11 Aubrey Lethbridge.
12 the following speaker so that we can move 12 MR.LEGEER: Good afternoon, everyone.
13 smoothly. We have a court reporter here 13 My nameis Eric John Legeer. | am the
14 today to provide atranscript to the 14 project coordinator here at Brooklyn College
15 Planning Board of everything that is said 15 for NYPIRG, the New Y ork Public Interest
16 today. Itisvery important that there only 16 Group, New Y ork's largest, most effective
17 be one speaker at atime so that the 17 environmental consumer advocacy group.
18 reporter can clear -- can hear clearly. The 18 Itinvokesafeeling of nostalgiafor me
19 speaker should address their commentsin the 19 to be here because my first action asan
20 direction of the microphone and please make 20 activist as| started was in 2007 helping to
21 an effort to speak clearly and slowly. 21 implement and shape New Y ork State's Energy
22 Itisalso very important that thosein 22 Plan under Spitzer. We were supporting a
23 attendance be courteous to the speaker so 23 platform of 15 by 15. 15 percent energy
24 that his or her comments can be transcribed 24 reduction by 2015. Herewe arein 2014. |
25 accurately by the court reporter. If you 25 am glad to be here.
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2 Now, New York is my adopted city. | am 2 the 2014 Draft Energy Plan.
3 from Canandaigua, New Y ork, what | like to 3 | am Aubrey Lethbridge. | am the
4 call the crown jewel of the Finger Lakes, 4 project coordinator for NYPIRG at the
5 and that will be most of the basis and theme 5 College of Staten Island. Students at the
6 of my comments here today. 6 College of Staten Island are especially
7 | commend, | commend the DEC for taking 7 concerned with thisissue because alarge --
8 action on meeting that 80 percent by 2050 8 | will be focusing my comments on how the
9 and covering CO2 emissions by 2050 that the 9 plan addresses nuclear power.
10 IPCC, Nassau and countless other groups have 10 The students at the College of Staten
11 enforced, but | do not want it to be a 11 Idand are especially concerned with this
12 leeway into natural gas. | see what's going 12 issue because alarge part of Staten Island
13 on. Thereisarotten smell in the air that 13 lieswithin 50 miles of the Indian Point
14 natural gasisgoing to get ago, and we are 14 nuclear reactorsin Westchester County.
15 going to have to establish an infrastructure 15 While we applaud Governor Cuomo for his
16 tojustify fracking in New Y ork State. 16 steadfast opposition to the relicensing of
17 Once again, | am from the Finger Lakes. 17 these aging and dangerous facilities and
18 It makes me cry and it rips my soul apart to 18 commend PSC and NY SERDA for their efforts to
19 think that even maybe one well can be 19 ensurethat New Yorkerswill have areliable
20 drilled around where my mother and my 20 source of replacement power when the Indian
21 brothers and my sisters, my family still 21 Point reactors are retired.
22 live. 22 However, therisksof New York's
23 The economy thereislargely based off 23 reliance on nuclear power are given short
24 of tourism. Canandaigua L ake at one point 24 shrift in the Draft State Energy Plan. The
25 was second-most expensive laketo live have 25 six commercial power reactorsin New Y ork
Page 10 Page 12
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2 on next to Lake Tahoe in the nation. 2 currently represent 14 percent of New York's
3 Countless famous wealthy people have places 3 power generation capacity, but awhopping
4 there. They just won't go for it. 4 29 percent of our electricity generation.
5 So | am begging you on the DEC, please 5 This dependence on nuclear power to meet our
6 implement wind and solar like our program 6 electricity needsistroubling on many
7 the Solar Jobs Initiative, the $1.6 billion 7 levels, and the plan does little to correct
8 intax cutsfor manufacturers, for retailers 8 it. Infact, thereisvery little
9 and distributors. Beautiful. Let's 9 discussion at al of natural energy in the
10 implement that and get clean, renewable 10 plan, which is also troubling, considering
11 energy now. We havethe solutions. No 11 itsdominancein New Y ork and the enormous
12 frackingin New York State. No LNG plants. 12 health, environmental and financial risks
13 No LNG pipelines. Keep big gas and ail out 13 posed by nuclear power.
14 of New York State, out of my first home. 14 The plan acknowledges there are many
15 Keep the pipelines out of my new home. | am 15 potential environmental health risks from
16 begging of you, don't give ago to natural 16 nuclear power including: Radioactive air
17 gasor fracking. It isnot the answer 17 emissions from routine operations; potential
18 bridge fuel that they say it's cracked up to 18 accidental releases of radiation, including
19 be. Thank you very much for your time and 19 from earthquakes, accidents, and terrorist
20 consideration, and have awonderful day. 20 attacks; leaks of radioactive water, which
21 MR.RHODES: Thank you, Eric. Next up 21 can contaminate drinking water and food
22 isAubrey Lethbridge followed by David 22 supplies; transportation of nuclear fuel by
23 Alicea 23 rail and truck; and onsite storage of high-
24 MR.LETHBRIDGE: Good afternoon. Thank 24 level radioactive waste.
25 you for this opportunity to make comments on 25 The plan also acknowledges specific
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2 vulnerabilities with the Indian Point 2 of transmission upgrades, energy efficiency
3 nuclear reactors, including that Indian 3 and renewable energy. A 2012 report by
4 Point Unit 3 has the highest risk of acore 4 Synapse Energy shows that we can fully and
5 meltdown from an earthquake of all the 5 cost-effectively replace Indian Point's
6 reactorsin the United States because it was 6 power with equal investments in energy
7 built ontop of an active fault line. The 7 efficiency and renewable power sources
8 evacuation plan for Indian Point is also 8 alone, with no impact to the reliability of
9 inadeguate in the event of a serious 9 theregion's energy supply.
10 accident. Morethan 17 million peoplelive 10 We need to commit to advancing safe and
11 within 50 miles of the plant in the 11 clean energy solutionsin New York. Nuclear
12 evacuation zone. 12 power isdangerous, expensive and
13 However, the plan failsto acknowledge 13 unreliable. We can replace the power, but
14 theincreasing unreliability of State's 14 we can't replace the lives. New Y ork should
15 aging nuclear reactors or the possibility of 15 take this opportunity to move in a safer and
16 early nuclear retirements, planned or 16 more sustainable direction.
17 otherwise, in upstate New York. Thisisa 17 Thank you again for this opportunity.
18 major oversight in the plan. Most of New 18 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much.
19 York's reactors were built in the late 1960s 19 MR. ALICEA: Good afternoon. My nameis
20 and early 1970s, and have been operating 20 David Alicea, and | am with the Sierra Club
21 well past their expected life span; the 21 herein New York City and on Long Island;
22 three Oswego reactors used the same 22 and | am here representing thousands of
23 technology as the reactors that melted down 23 Sierra Club members and supportersin this
24 at the Fukushima Daiichi plant in 2011. 24 area, many of whom are actually going to be
25 Variousfinancial analysts have 25 heretoday and be speaking later on. And |
Page 14 Page 16
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2 predicted that some of the upstate reactors 2 want to say thank you, first of all, of the
3 areat risk of early retirement due to 3 work your agency and staff put into this
4 economic losses. 4 plan. It'satremendous amount of work and
5 The State should be planning for the 5 thank you for coming down and listening to
6 eventua closure of all nuclear plants, with 6 all of ustoday.
7 aparticular focus on these potentia early 7 Inlate 2012, at the devastation of
8 retirements. If planned for properly, these 8 Superstorm Sandy, Governor Cuomo made it
9 retirements would create an opportunity for 9 clear: Climate changeisreal, and we have
10 massive renewable energy development in the 10 toact. Sincethen the governor has made a
11 state. 11 strong commitment to solar New Y ork's sun,
12 With regard to Indian Point, the plan 12 and this plan's goal of reducing greenhouse
13 discusses the current relicensing proceeding 13 gas emissions 80 percent by 2050 shows that
14 for Indian Point Unit 2, whose license 14 the governor understands climate changeisa
15 expired in 2013, and Unit 3, whose license 15 seriousissue.
16 will expirein 2015. The State of New Y ork 16 Unfortunately, this plan has more
17 iscurrently petitioning the Nuclear 17 questionsthan answers. It comesto how
18 Regulatory Commission to deny Entergy's 18 getsto the 2050 goal. Thereal plan must
19 petition to renew the operating permits for 19 include enforceable interim steps to reach
20 each of these plants. 20 80 percent reduction by 2050 and must reject
21 However, the plan envisions replacing 21 any further investmentsin fossil fuels and
22 Indian Point's roughly 2,000 megawatts of 22 prioritize.
23 power with natural gas. This plan should 23 New Yorkers have said time and time
24 instead lay out a strategy for replacing 24 again we can't frack and burn our way to a
25 Indian Point's energy through a combination 25 clean energy economy. While the governor's
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2 commitment to solar is an encouraging start, 2 Governor Cuomo and this energy plan to make
3 this plan should ramp up renewable energy 3 surewe are protecting our communities. We
4 and commit to the goal of 50 percent by 4 need a strong commitment out of renewable
5 2025, and pledge to continue our energy 5 energy and areal plan that explains how we
6 efficiency program. 6 can get there.
7 It aso needsto do more than just pay 7 Thank you once again for your time. |
8 lip service to some of the best 8 hope you take my statements and those of our
9 opportunities that we have to build a new 9 friendsand allies that will be speaking
10 clean energy economy. Right now off the 10 today and use those to revisit this energy
11 coast of New Y ork City and Long Island there 11 plan and help make New Y ork areal |eader.
12 are two major offshore wind proposals. We 12 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much.
13 need the State and Governor Cuomo to 13 Marian Ronan to be followed by Frank
14 prioritize energy development and make sure 14 Fraley.
15 the projects are moving thisyear. Not only 15 DR. RONAN: | am Dr. Marian Ronan, and |
16 hasit helped us meet our goals to reduce 16 am active in the climate action circle of
17 emissions, but it will create jobs and score 17 the Grail movement, whichisan
18 some needed investments across New Y ork. 18 international women's movement with alarge
19 New Y ork has a manufacturing base, the 19 group herein New Y ork City, and my comments
20 educated work force and the port 20 aregoing to address particularly the place
21 infrastructure to become home to the 21 of fracking with the energy plan.
22 American offshore wind industry. This 22 AsThe New York Times reported on
23 energy plan should be jumping at the 23 February the 13th, anew study in the
24 opportunity and help make New Y ork areal 24 Journal of Science disputes the claim of the
25 clean energy leader. 25 natural gasindustry that natural gasas a
Page 18 Page 20
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2 This plan must also make sure we move 2 quote/unquote "bridge fuel" is good for the
3 you away from further investmentsin gas 3 climate.
4 infrastructure and protect our families and 4 Natural gas actually contributes to
5 water from fracking. Further spending on 5 global warming when you take into account
6 natural gasinfrastructure will lock in the 6 thelarge amounts of methane, a greenhouse
7 reliance for fossil fuels for decades, 7 gas 30 times more potent than carbon
8 increase demand for fracking in our state, 8 dioxide, that escapesinto the atmosphere
9 and help fund the devastating gas extraction 9 during the fracking process. Thisisin
10 occurring in states nearby. Instead of 10 addition to the fact that alarge amount of
11 wasting millions of dollars and fossil 11 carbon dioxide is expelled into the
12 fuels, we can use those resources to invest 12 atmosphere by other aspects of fracking such
13 in clean renewable, energy like wind and 13 asthe massive trucking of theliquified
14 solar. 14 natural gas and water, not to mention the
15 The SierraClub isasking, let'sturn, 15 overuse and pollution of our ground water.
16 not burn our way to a clean future. While 16 The solution to the leakage of methane
17 we are encouraged by the goal of 80 percent 17 into the atmosphere that is contributing so
18 by 2050, the action on climate change cannot 18 serioudly to climate changewe aretold is
19 wait until then. Superstorm Sandy showed us 19 more regulation and inspection of fracking
20 our communities are at risk now. Will the 20 dites. But asthe people of Charleston,
21 Long Idand state beaches and Coney Island 21 West Virginiadiscovered after achemical
22 boardwalks still be there for our children? 22 gpill poisoned their water last month, there
23 Will families that have spent generations on 23 hardly is regulation and inspection any
24 Staten Island or Rockaways be forced to 24 more. Washington gridlock and partisanship
25 move? Thisiswhat's at stake. We need 25 has depleted the number of E.P.A.
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2 inspectors, and the resistanceto raising 2 areconsistently designated as non-
3 taxes makesit incredible that New Y ork 3 attainment areas by the U.S. Environmental
4 State will inspect fracking sites 4 Protection Agency. Clearly, we need more
5 sufficiently to prevent methane leakage. 5 energy facilitieslike Indian Point, not
6 Let'snot wait until we are flooded out by 6 fewer.
7 sealevel rise and extreme storms to stop 7 For these reasons, SHARE and its member
8 the natural gasindustry from poisoning our 8 organizations firmly support the continued
9 atmosphere. | urge you to eliminate 9 operation of the clean, safe and secure
10 fracking from the New Y ork Energy Plan. 10 Indian Point Energy Center, and we urge New
11 Thank you. 11 York State to ensure its continued operation
12 MR.RHODES: Thank you very much. 12 aspart of the State's energy plan. Thank
13 Frank Fraley to be followed by leva 13 you.
14 Zadina. 14 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much.
15 MR.FRALEY: Good afternoon. My nameis 15 lenaZadinato be followed by Ling Tsou.
16 Frank Fraley, and | am the president of 16 MS. ZADINA: Hello. My nameislena
17 SHARE. SHARE isanon-profit -- group of 17 Zadina. | am aretired Methodist minister,
18 non-profit organizations committed to 18 and | also belong to the Grail Movement like
19 ensuring the continued supply of reliable, 19 my friend Marian, and to the Coalition
20 clean and affordable electricity for all New 20 Against the Rockaway Pipeline.
21 Yorkers. For too long, high electricity 21 |l amglad that | just followed the
22 prices have placed an undue economic burden 22 previous speaker because he kept emphasizing
23 on New York's families, businesses, and 23 theword "clean," and | also was an English
24 businesses. While poor air quality hasled 24 teacher, so | think about words alot and
25 to high asthma rates which place our most 25 what does "clean" really mean? | do not
Page 22 Page 24
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2 vulnerable at risk. 2 think that it means simply less methane or
3 Right now we are just getting our 3 less CO2 or less toxins of any kind.
4 economy back onto its feet, and the economy 4 Rather, we do know from our own practical
5 isbeginning to strengthen. However, 5 experience that clean means. It means clean
6 community residents, small businesses, 6 water, and you know what that feels like.
7 working men and women from communities 7 It means clean air without toxins and just
8 across the region are still struggling. 8 warm enough to keep our Earth's atmosphere
9 Recognizing the precarious state of our 9 livable but not warming it too much. And we
10 economy, now is not the time to shutter a 10 know what clean soil means when it supports
11 source of clean, safe, affordable power in 11 life of many, many different living things.
12 thisregion. And the source of power that 12 We aso know about clean palitics, which
13 contributes 25 to 35 percent of downstate's 13 iswhen governments and the public support
14 power, contributing power to this very 14 welfare of al people for many generations.
15 microphone, to the lightsin this very room 15 | am not so sure how clean money can be. It
16 at thiscollege. 16 can be perhaps. A lot of timesit needs
17 Furthermore, the Indian Point Energy 17 laundering, but it is pretty practical alot
18 Center greatly reduces the amount of 18 of times.
19 pollution emitted into the atmosphere. 19 What redlly is clean isthe sun and the
20 Unlike all other power plantsin the 20 wind and other sources of energy such as
21 downstate region, Indian Point does not 21 tidal waves and so forth. So in the report
22 release asthma-causing pollutants or 22 | am very surprised and disappointed that
23 greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere. This 23 thereport by Mark Jacobson and his
24 isof great benefit to our air quality as 24 colleagues at Stanford was not even
25 nearly all counties served by Indian Point 25 mentioned as | looked through it. That, of
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HEARING
course, you know | think very well proposed
avery good plan where we could have al
renewable energy in New Y ork State by 2030,
and | am sure that there are many
difficulties that would need to be
surmounted to do it, but | do believe that
New Y orkers and Americans with all of their
practical abilities could do it.
Y ou know, | was born right into the
middle of World War 1l, and | am so aware of
what America achieved when it galvanized
13 itself for World War I1. What it did was
14 just like, you know, miraculous. We can do
15 it again and even for agreater cause than
16 towinawar.
17 So when Jacobson's report is not even
18 mentioned, | wonder how serious New Y ork
19 State is about climate change. And of
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Page 27

HEARING
reductions by 2030, this plan does not lay
out in details how we are going to achieve
these goals. Moreover, the plan only
commits to measuring the reduction of one
form of greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide,
before 2030 while totally ignores the
devastating impact of methane, which isthe
primary component of fracked natural gas.
Methane is a much more potent greenhouse gas
than carbon dioxide and lethal on climate
change. The plan should specify a schedule
for the reduction of all forms of greenhouse
gas emissions with measurable benchmarks at
regular intervals.
The plan does not provide any analysis
for the mix of energy sources that will help
New Y ork State meet the greenhouse gas
reduction goal and makes no commitment to

20 course the word has not been mentioned much 20 what percentage of New Y ork State's energy
21 inrecent years, but the other day even 21 will come from renewables. New Y ork State
22 Secretary of State Kerry passionately talked 22 should set aclear target of meeting
23 about climate change in Indonesia, who 23 100 percent of the state's power needs only
24 pollutes only dlightly less than we do, 24 from renewables such as solar, wind,
25 apparently; and so | am hoping the time has 25 geothermal by 2050 or before. This plan
Page 26 Page 28
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2 come when climate change and the survival of 2 should identify what facilities and grid
3 the planet will be taken seriously, and when 3 improvement are needed to achieve the goal
4 it does, so should Jacobson's report and 4 of power New York State all by renewables.
5 many other scientists who have supported it. 5 Thetechnology for renewablesis available.
6 And | just -- one more thing, New Y ork 6 Wejust need the political will to follow
7 Stateissorichinwater. Water, thereis 7 through.
8 | think really nothing -- thereis no more 8 The plan incorrectly describes natural
9 precious resource that we have. Even now 9 gasasaclean energy source. The primary
10 Canada-- Canada has been exporting water to 10 method of extracting natural gas nowadaysis
11 thedry parts of the world for along time. 11 by hydraulic fracturing or fracking, which
12 New York State, | don't know if it does now, 12 isahazardous process that contaminates our
13 but it will have to probably. Let us keep 13 water, pollutes our air, poses grave danger
14 our water clean, and | just hope you will 14 to peopl€'s health and contributes greatly
15 keep that image in mind. Save our water. 15 to climate change. The plan clearly
16 We cannot live without it. Oneday it will 16 indicates natural gas as amajor part of New
17 be more precious than gold. 17 York State's energy mix. The plan's
18 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. |18 forecast of natural gas production figures
19 Ling Tsou followed by David Dall. 19 seemsto imply that fracking will take place
20  MS. TSOU: I'm Ling Tsou from United for 20 in New York State. The plan also endorses
21 Action. 21 theincreased build-out of natural gas
22 While the Draft Energy Plan reaffirms 22 pipelines and storage infrastructure to
23 New York State's commitment to 80 percent 23 facilitate bringing in fracked natural gas
24 greenhouse gas reductions by 2015, with an 24 from outside of New York State. Considering
25 interim goal of 50 percent carbon-intensity 25 the negative impact of fracked natural gas
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2 on our health, economy, environment and 2 New York state must seize this opportunity
3 climate, New York State must back away from 3 toinvest in massive renewable energy
4 itsreliance on natural gas. New York State 4 development in our state.
5 must stop further investmentsin natural gas 5 The plan promotes alternative fuel
6 and liquified natural gas infrastructure 6 vehicles and commends the New Y ork Clean
7 which will only shackle us to unsustainable 7 Fleets Initiative which provides public
8 for fossil fuelsfor decadesto come. In 8 money to help purchase vehicles that run on
9 particular, | urge Governor Cuomo to veto 9 compressed or liquified natural gas.
10 the LNG Port Ambrose project off Jones Beach 10 However, science has shown that natural gas
11 near the entrance to the New Y ork Harbor. 11 isactually worse for the climate due to
12 The construction and operation of LNG Port 12 methane leaks in the supply chain. The plan
13 Ambrose facility will further aggravate the 13 should implement specific targets to advance
14 greenhouse gas emission and smog in the New 14 electric vehicles and hydrogen fuel-cell
15 York air while contributing greatly to 15 technology. The electricity should be
16 climate change and exacerbate extreme 16 generated from renewable energy sources.
17 weather conditions. The building of LNG 17 Inaddition to increase its commitment
18 Port Ambrose project will increase our 18 to solar, the plan must commit to invest in
19 reliance on fossil fuels and adversely 19 renewable wind power both on shore and
20 impact our investment in renewable energy. 20 offshorein New York State. Specifically,
21 New York State needs to commit to invest in 21 thisyear, New Y ork State can purchase
22 renewables which with recent cost declines, 22 offshore wind power to power Long Island
23 wind and solar power are the lowest cost new 23 from aproject under development east of
24 energy sources and beat fracking natural 24 Montauk Point and move forward with a
25 gas. 25 project proposed by the New Y ork Power
Page 30 Page 32
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2 The plan discusses the possible shutdown 2 Authority in the New York Wind Energy Area
3 of the Indian Point nuclear reactors, and 3 off the Rockaways.
4 the projection of replacing it with 4 Therelease of this draft plan offersus
5 increased natural gas powered electricity 5 the perfect opportunity for New York State
6 generation. The replacement of the Indian 6 to move beyond our reliance on fossil fuels
7 Point nuclear reactors with natural gas 7 of the past, including natural gas and
8 power plant isatotally bad idea, and does 8 nuclear power to abold vision and plan for
9 not meet New Y ork State's climate goals. 9 acarbon free and nuclear free future
10 New York State must plan for the 10 powered 100 percent by renewable energy
11 decommissioning of al of its nuclear power 11 sources. We cannot wait any longer in
12 plants and abandon any plansto increase 12 scaling up massive investment in renewable
13 energy generating capacity from nuclear 13 energy. Theretirement of dirty and
14 sources not only because of possible 14 dangerousfossil fuel energy sources
15 catastrophic risks to human and 15 including natural gas and nuclear will see a
16 environmental headth, alaFukushimain 16 need for particular attention to a host of
17 Japan, but nuclear power plants are 17 transition issues related to social and
18 economically too expensive to build, 18 economic justice. With proper planning and
19 maintain and operate. Converting nuclear 19 attention to just transition issues, these
20 and aging and highly polluting coal and oil 20 socia and economic impacts can be decreased
21 power plantsto natural gas power plantsis 21 and addressed. The plan does not mention
22 not the solution since methane's lifecycle 22 that'sissues, and they must be included.
23 greenhouse gas emissions will only 23 Thank you.
24 exacerbate climate change and do nothing to 24 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you.
25 reduce New Y ork State's carbon footprint. 25 MS KANTROWITZ: | am here with United

Ellen Grauer Court Reporting Co. LLC

(8) Pages 29 - 32





HEARING OF THE DRAFT STATE ENERGY PLAN

February 19, 2014

Page 33 Page 35

1 HEARING 1 HEARING

2 for Action and New Y ork City for Clear Water 2 about pipelines, LNG storage facilities, the

3 and the Coadlition Against the Rockaway 3 LNG Port Ambrose terminal, all of these

4 Pipeline, but | am here speaking also just 4 surround us with toxins. All of these make

5 asmyself. 5 climate change worse, and it's painfully

6 | wasastudent here at Brooklyn College 6 obvious just how biased thisplanisin

7 40 years ago, so thisis nostalgic for me 7 favor of natural gas. The giveaway isthat

8 aso, and | know that we all want to keep 8 the plan assumes that the moratorium on high

9 Brooklyn and New Y ork City safe and clean 9 volume horizontal hydrofracking will be
10 and healthy and supplied with energy. Soll 10 liftedin New York State, and then it
11 thank you for the opportunity to speak here. 11 predicted natural gas production in New Y ork
12 And | am glad that we are trying to look at 12 State will triple by 2030. It predicted
13 an energy plan that will make a positive 13 growth in renewables will drop to zero after
14 energy future for us; but this New Y ork 14 2020, and that's despite the document's own
15 State Energy Plan, this draft, isnot a 15 data showing the power generation from wind
16 blueprint for positive energy future for New 16 and solar more than doubled in New Y ork
17 York. Infact, it'sarecipefor 17 State between 1990 and 2012.
18 environmental devastation, serious public 18 But instead of simply taking it as given
19 health problems and runaway climate change 19 that natural gas will become our primary
20 becauseit's basically envisioning afuture 20 energy source, the real energy plan should
21 built on natural gas, and that's what you 21 betaking amajor rolein shaping our future
22 get if you continue to use natural gas and 22 and making sure that it's a future built on
23 other fossil fuels. We need to be 23 renewables so that we New Y orkers can have a
24 transitioning completely to emission-free 24 future. That'swhere our priorities should
25 and non-toxic renewable energy like solar 25 be. The priorities should not be one of
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2 power, wind power, and small scale hydro- 2 enabling the oil and gas companiesto

3 €lectric, and we need to do it now. Not 3 continue increasing their profits while our

4 evenintenyears. Not eveninfiveyears. 4 health, our climate, our landscape, and our

5 We need to do it yesterday, and this plan 5 food should go to hell in a hand basket.

6 just doesn'tdoit. It'stoo latefor an 6 Infact, thisplanisnot evenrealy a

7 al-of-the-above approach because al around 7 plan because it doesn't outline clearly

8 uswe see the planet warming, the glaciers 8 where we need to be and then tell us how to

9 melting, the sealevelsrising and the 9 get there. It can better be described as a
10 droughts and the storms becoming ever more 10 collection of predictions, predictionswhich
11 severe. 11 will become a self-fulfilling prophecy in
12 Thisplan describes natural gasasa 12 the absence of any serious attempt to set a
13 clean energy source. Nothing could be 13 course which will bein New York State's
14 further from the truth. We have seen 14 true best interest.
15 repeatedly and tragically how natural gas 15 Asjust an example, this plan only
16 extractions through fracking contaminates 16 commitsto measuring the reduction of one
17 water, pollutesthe air and makes people 17 greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide, before 2030;
18 sick; but because much of thisplanis 18 but the intergovernmental panel on climate
19 written in support of what is misleadingly 19 change has said that methane is 34 times
20 called clean energy, programs could easily 20 more potent as a greenhouse gas than carbon
21 be directed towards expanding the use of 21 dioxide over a hundred-year period and 86
22 fracked gas and the infrastructure that goes 22 times more potent over 20 years. Why then
23 aong with it. Because when we are 23 ismethane being ignored? This appearsto
24 concerned about fracking, we are not just 24 bevery blatant favoritism toward the oil
25 talking about drilling. We are also talking 25 and gasindustry.
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2 Thedraft plan also lacks targets for 2 Next up is David Dall, followed by
3 energy efficiency and commits to efficiency 3 Judith Canepa.
4 programs only through 2020. It encourages 4 First may | just ask for a process
5 theuse of what it calls alternative fuel 5 remark or we would like to keep the comments
6 vehicles, which arelikely to be based on 6 to five minutes, and Vaeriewill remind
7 using natural gasinstead of establishing 7 you. Thank you very much.
8 specific targets to advance electric and 8 MR. Doll: Thank you. My nameis Dave
9 hydrogen fuel-cell technology. 9 Doll. | am with agroup here in Brooklyn.
10 Inwhat is probably its most glaring 10 We arethe Citizens Against the Rockaway,
11 deficiency, this plan makes no mention 11 Coalition against the Rockaway Pipeline
12 whatsoever of the 2013 study headed up by 12 where they want to run a pipeline through
13 Stanford University Professor Mark Jacobson 13 Gateway National Recreation Area, an area
14 which shows how New Y ork can switch entirely 14 that was set up for New Y orkers by an act of
15 to renewables by 2030. Very simply put, 15 Congress along time ago because they
16 switching to renewables right away is what 16 realized we need a place to unwind. We
17 we need to do in order to attempt to avoid 17 can't al afford to go to the Hamptons and
18 the worst-case scenarios of climate 18 tothe Jersey Shore. So we have aplaceto
19 catastrophe. Itisvery clear that the next 19 go caled Riis Park. It's abeautiful jewel
20 20 yearswill becrucial in that regard. So 20 of abeach herein New Y ork, accessible by
21 then why are we not doing this? This energy 21 bus, by transit, and it's awonderful place,
22 plan does not even specify what our energy 22 and they want to turn it into an industrial
23 portfolio will look like; how much energy 23 park. Soright off the bat we have some
24 will come from what sources. Isthat 24 problems here. You know, thisis
25 because the intention isfor most of it to 25 unacceptable.
Page 38 Page 40
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2 come from natural gas? 2 My mindisall over theplace. The
3 Widll, | haven't even mentioned nuclear 3 gentleman who was speaking about the safety
4 power or the Indian Point plant until now; 4 of nuclear power before might want to talk
5 and the reason is because it seems so 5 to the corpses from Chernobyl, Fukushima,
6 obviousthat we shouldn't even be 6 people who got sick from Three-Mile Idand,
7 considering such a dangerous source of 7 all of these different cases that nuclear
8 energy. Okay. Do you want to call it clean 8 power isnot safe. So that'skind of pretty
9 because you don't smell anything or see 9 self-evident.
10 anything? It'sradioactive. It's 10 | have met alot of people in this anti-
11 dangerous. It will kill us. 11 fracking thing that's going on who are
12 Thisplan must be revised to include 12 trying to educate people that we believe
13 much more aggressive goals for development 13 what's wrong about fracking, and | have met
14 of solar, wind and other sustainable energy 14 peoplein Pennsylvaniawho have become sick
15 technology. It must establish much more 15 from the fracking process. Their water has
16 ambitious goals for energy efficiency, and | 16 become polluted. While we are waiting for
17 would like to insist on much more rapid 17 Mr. Cuomo to come out with his report to say
18 reductionsin emissions of all greenhouse 18 whether or not it's safe or not, | mean, |
19 gases, and that means methane, not only CO2. 19 would like anybody who thinks fracking is
20 Anything lessis completely unacceptable. 20 safeto drink some fracked water and drink
21 The people of New Y ork State will not 21 some of the water that's been coming out of
22 stand for it. Weinsist on an energy plan 22 people'swells after fracking has happened.
23 that will not destroy our health, our 23 You may have alake with a hundred thousand
24 climate and our future. Thank you. 24 peopleliving around it and nobody wants to
25 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. |25 have fracking. One person doesit, and the
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2 water gets polluted for everybody. It'sa 2 83 percent water so basically we are just
3 cancer on our society. 3 lugging around water, and if we don't
4 | think it's amazing that thereisa 4 protect our water, we aredead. We are
5 group of nunsin Kentucky, and | can't 5 doomed.
6 remember the order now, but | saw this 6 Soit'sup to you guys, and | thank you
7 thing, the Sisters of Loretto, and the 7 for being here, aswe are telling what you
8 sisters have been therefor, | believe, 165 8 we know about it and the science is showing,
9 yearson this property. They have been 9 we are hoping that you understand that this
10 stewards of the property, and they have 10 involves all of us, no matter what your
11 lived off the land there. They have been 11 religionis, how much money you have, we al
12 doing awonderful job of it. They mind 12 need water; and without water, we are really
13 their business and are not causing any 13 up the creek without a paddle.
14 environmental degradation, and the fracking 14 So | hope that somehow common senseis
15 companies have basically come along and said 15 going torule, and it's not going to be
16 we want to run a pipe through your property, 16 money because money is going to ruin this
17 and the sisters said, we don't want to do 17 wholething. If we keep being greedy and
18 that. So the company has basically said, 18 letting greed run the game, we arein
19 well, other peoplein your community are 19 trouble.
20 amenable to this, so you can either play 20 | mean, the subprime mortgage caused a
21 aong with us or we are just going to get -- 21 lot of pain and alot of grief, but once we
22 you know, use what-you-ma-call-it, eminent 22 ruin our water supply, thereis nothing
23 domain and get what we want anyway, so why 23 left. Capiche? Have anice day.
24 don't you just take some money and go away? 24 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Judith Canepa followed
25 And so | think they have picked a battle 25 by Robert Alpern.
Page 42 Page 44
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2 that might be more than they thought of, you 2 MS. CANEPA: | am Judith Canepa, and |
3 know, going after some nuns. 3 am with the New Y ork Climate Action Group
4 And | mean, thisis-- it's pretty 4 and also again the Coalition Against the
5 outrageous, isn't it, that this occupying 5 Rockaway Pipeline, and thisis afederal
6 force of energy companies who are basically 6 project, this pipeline. However, the State
7 the same thing as our subprime mortgage. 7 of New York hasapart to play init, and so
8 It's the same people who are behind these 8 when | think of the term "bridge fuel,"
9 companies. Thisisn't about American energy 9 particularly for my group, | think of agas
10 independence. It's not about clean energy 10 fuel line going under abridge. That's how
11 for our country or anything. It'sall about 11 | seeit asabridgefud. It'saline
12 greed. 12 that's already been laid from Kings Plaza
13 You know, my girlfriend wasin the 13 Shopping Center al the way down to and
14 hospital at Maimonidesin Brooklyn recently, 14 under the Marine Park Bridge.
15 and | looked out from the tenth floor. 15 The only other way | can seegasasa
16 There was alobby there that in between 16 bridge fuel istheimage in my mind isyou
17 testsand all you can go just kind of ook 17 build abridge off of acliff and you have
18 out on the land there. And thereis not 18 nothing to hold the bridge up and eventually
19 one-- | looked, | could see Bayside, all 19 you run out of materials and the bridge
20 theway out to Rockaways. Y ou don't see one 20 crumbles and we fall into the chasm of
21 solar power. And Jersey is number two in 21 runaway climate change, and thisisfuel
22 the country in solar, and New York isreally 22 that's being given preference in the energy
23 lagging behind. And if we don't get our act 23 plan. | findit very sad.
24 together, | think our bodies -- | am not a 24 | seethat Mr. Norrisiswith the
25 scienceteacher, but | think our bodies are 25 Department of Environmental Conservation,

Ellen Grauer Court Reporting Co. LLC

(11) Pages 41 - 44





HEARING OF THE DRAFT STATE ENERGY PLAN

February 19, 2014

Page 45 Page 47
1 HEARING 1 HEARING
2 and | think the word "conservation" is the 2  MR.ALPERN: I will try and be brief. |
3 key here. If wetalk about renewable 3 have three questions, | have already raised
4 energy, and we talk about the other ideas 4 them with Chairman Rhodes and Mr. Norris,
5 that we have, we still have to consider the 5 but | do think that the answersto these
6 unsexy but essential answer to our energy 6 questions help to frame the hearing.
7 woesisto useless. We can certainly do 7 Oneof the questionsis. What isthe
8 that, and we need the State to lead the way 8 significance that there is nothing about
9 inusing less. One of the ways that we can 9 nuclear or fracking in Volume 1, which is
10 uselessenergy, and it's pretty 10 theplanitself? | think if you can explain
11 interesting, and | don't know if you have 11 that, it will go -- it will help to make
12 heard about it, | know you heard about 12 these more productive hearings.
13 fracking. | know you heard about the -- | 13 A second question is, relates to the
14 know you heard all of thesethings. Soll 14 forthcoming NY SERDA report on energy
15 repeat them, but you have heard them. One 15 efficiency and renewable resource
16 of theinteresting other ideas that maybe 16 development, which isreferred to in the
17 you haven't heard about is called the 17 technical appendix. More information about
18 passive house. 18 that report and when it's going to be out,
19 You have? Maybe you have. The passive 19 why it really hasn't helped -- why it is not
20 housg, it's an envelope around your house. 20 out aready would be, I think, important as
21 It cutsthe energy needsin the wintertime 21 well since it goesto an important part of
22 and the summer. It insulates the house to 22 theenergy picture.
23 such adegree that in northern European 23 A third issue for me is making sure that
24 countriesthat are using passive house 24 we have contact information for al members
25 technology they have barely turned on their 25 of the New York State Energy Planning Board,
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2 furnace. All the heat coming out of the 2 including the three that are appointed and
3 refrigerator, the heat -- the heat that's 3 arenot heads of state agencies. Soin fact
4 coming out of all the appliances, the heat 4 that we can dialogue with them and
5 that's coming out of the people and the 5 independently of the hearing process if
6 dogs, really do heat the house because the 6 that's necessary.
7 heat doesn't escape. It'sjust oneidea. 7 | dowant to put inaplug for
8 | think it'stimefor usall to be bold, 8 reactivation of the New Y ork State Water
9 to shed our titles and our official 9 Resources Strategies. Under legislation
10 designations and recognize that we are -- we 10 that was passed in 1984, New Y ork State
11 are being asked -- it'sin our hands right 11 Energy -- New York State Water Resources
12 now, the future of life on Earth, and New 12 Planning Council was created with eight
13 York State has apart to play. New Y ork 13 agency heads and seven public members of
14 stateisnot Chinaor this country it's -- 14 which | was one actually. The Strategies,
15 butit'saleading state, and it'san 15 infact, wereissued in 1988. However, for
16 influential state, and we have a part to 16 over adecade the council hasn't met for --
17 play; and the part we have to play right now 17 athough thereisarequirement for updates
18 issoexquisitely crucial. | ask youto go 18 every two years, those requirements have not
19 beyond what your duties and assignments are 19 been honored. Not only isthisimportant
20 and | recognize that we are fighting for 20 for the energy picture because of the tight
21 your lives here, all of our lives and your 21 connection between energy and water asa
22 children. Thank you. 22 source, as an extraction element, asa
23 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. |23 cooling element, as a disposal element,
24 We have Robert Alpern to be followed by 24 therealsoisa-- tells us something about
25 Alex Beauchamp. 25 thefate of statewide plans such asthe
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2 Energy Plan. What'sreally needed isto 2 times more potent than carbon dioxide over
3 apply the State Water Resources Strategies 3 20years. Increasing evidence including a
4 at the same time as we move forward with the 4 study lead by researchers at the National
5 State Energy Plan. Thank you. 5 Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
6 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. | 6 indicates that methane emissions from
7 Alex Beauchamp followed by A. Jerry 7 fracking-related operations have routinely
8 Kremer. 8 been underestimated by both industry and the
9 MR.BEAUCHAMP: Thanks. | am Alex 9 Environmental Protection Agency. Given the
10 Beauchamp. | am the Northeast -- literally 10 magnitude of these emissions from these
11 no one-- | am the Northeast Region Director 11 studiesit's clear that allowing fracking in
12 of Food and Water Watch. We are a national 12 New Y ork dashes any chance we have of
13 consumer organization based here in New 13 keeping greenhouse gases level below what
14 York. 14 scientists say are necessary to avoid really
15 So | want to start today by saying that 15 catastrophic consequences.
16 if Governor Cuomo's serious about investing 16 And the simpletruth isthat you can't
17 in climate change, he must ban fracking. 17 be-- Governor Cuomo can't be ahead on
18 Thisenergy plan callsfor 80 percent 18 climate change and move forward with
19 reduction. Many people mentioned the 19 fracking. You simply can't do both, and so
20 greenhouse gases by 2050. That goal simply 20 | know this plan says relatively little, but
21 isn't attainable if Governor Cuomo opens the 21 not none, but relatively little about
22 stateto hydraulic fracturing. So | urge 22 whether we should open the state to
23 Governor Cuomo and his administration to 23 fracking. It does, as others have
24 prove his commitment on climate change by 24 mentioned, though, relied heavily on fracked
25 banning fracking across the state, and this 25 gasfrom other states.
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2 isimportant because the decision to allow 2 So | urge Governor Cuomo to correct this
3 frackingin New Y ork would be a direct 3 egregious flaw. New Y orkers are aready
4 contradiction to any promiseto lead the 4 experiencing disastrous effects of climate
5 state on climate change. Not only will 5 change. It'stimeto move aggressively away
6 alowing fracking in New Y ork increase our 6 fromfossi| fuelstowards atruly renewable
7 dependence on dirty fossil fuels we must 7 energy future. Instead this plan under
8 turn away from, but it will also greatly 8 consideration locks usinto years of more
9 contribute to emissions that further warm 9 fossil fuels consumption, and we are at a
10 and disrupt the climate. 10 crisis. Switching out one fossil fuel for
11 Carbon dioxide is emitted from burning 11 another simply isn't enough any more. It's
12 natural gas and contributes significantly to 12 not enough to get it donein New York. We
13 greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide. 13 realy shouldn't be spending another dime on
14 The carbon dioxide emitted from burning 14 fossil fuelsinfrastructure. Y et thisplan
15 natural gas contributes significantly to 15 explicitly promotes the acceleration and
16 climate change; but it's not just about 16 expansion of natural gas specifically for
17 carbon dioxide, unfortunately. Fracked 17 Initiatives 6, 8 and 9.
18 natural gas releases massive amounts of 18 Finaly, | think someone else mentioned
19 methane into the atmosphere during the 19 thisbut, but following the draft document
20 extraction process and transport of the gas. 20 we are talking about an energy plan
21 Weknow that methane is an extremely, 21 something of amisnomer. Thereisalot of
22 extremely potent greenhouse gas. In fact, 22 pages. Thereisnot, in fact, alot of
23 33 more efficient at trapping heat than 23 planning. The document relies heavily on
24 carbon dioxideis over a hundred years and 24 flawed energy forecasts, and | will just
25 inthe short term it's even worse, a hundred 25 give acouple of examples. Oneisthe
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2 document's own data showed wind and solar 2 one, which was clearly a step forward for a

3 production doubled from 1990 to 2012. This 3 law that was badly in need of revision, and

4 far outpaces every other energy source, 4 | congratulate the State and the panel on

5 including natural gas. Despite the plan 5 thisenergy planin its earliest stages,

6 predictsadismal future for anemic growth. 6 whichiswhatitis.

7 It actually slowsto zero in 2020. So using 7 | don't candidly think that New Y ork

8 these kind of dubious forecasts to predict 8 State hasthe luxury of starting out with an

9 the future, the plan becomes something of a 9 energy plan that rules out every conceivable
10 sdf-fulfilling prophecy. Instead of 10 form of energy that we can use other than
11 passively relying on forecasts, Governor 11 oneortwo. | know thereis so much
12 Cuomo should lead a course toward atrue 12 discussion today about solar and wind, and |
13 renewable future with aggressive targets 13 participated in a panel two years ago with
14 with development of renewable energy and a 14 T. Boone Pickens, who put his hand on my
15 ramping down our reliance on fossil fuels 15 shoulder and said, "Son, the sun doesn't
16 that got usinto this problem in the first 16 shine often enough in New Y ork and the wind
17 place. 17 doesn't blow often enough for metoinvest a
18 And so | will close by urging Governor 18 dollar here."
19 Cuomo and NY SERDA to go back to the drawing 19 Andit wasafascinating comment. If |
20 board. | think this energy plan, we at the 20 wasan investment banker in the city of
21 Food and Water Watch fed it'sjust fatally 21 Chicago, and | waslooking at the State of
22 flawed. Thereliance on dirty and call for 22 New York where | was sitting on billions of
23 expanded use of fracked gas from other 23 dollarsin funds, | don't think | would want
24 states make it a complete non-starter. 24 to come here because the rhetoric throughout
25 Governor Cuomo should instead be atrue 25 the state iswhat people don't want. |
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2 leader on climate change by banning 2 think at this stage you don't have the

3 fracking, creating avisionary plan to lead 3 luxury of ruling out anything; whether it's

4 New York away from fossil fuels and towards 4 natural gas or whether it's nuclear or

5 renewable energy. | want to thank you guys 5 whether it'sLNG. | don't think it would be

6 for being here, and that's all | got. 6 fair to the people of this state until we

7  CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. | 7 create areal bridgeto the future, which we

8 A. Jerry Kremer followed by Reginald 8 don't haveright now. Thereisno such

9 Bowman. 9 thing. Maybe 20 years from now there are
10 MR. KREMER: Good afternoon, Mr. 10 going to be many perfected processes for
11 Chairman. | am the chairman of the New Y ork 11 delivering energy, but we just don't have
12 Affordable Energy Alliance. We have beenin 12 them now; and to cavalierly say, let's shut
13 existence now for ten years. We have 150 13 thisone down and take this out of your plan
14 members. It wasformed after the blackout. 14 | think isaleap forward.
15 | would say in addition to that we are 15 Ontheissue of wind, | might point out
16 probably the more broader-based energy 16 the chairman of ConEd today made a statement
17 policy group herein the state. We hold 17 that he has abandoned the wind project from
18 hearings and forums. We areinterested in 18 the ConEd perspective because, as he put it,
19 getting the right information out. 19 the cost exceeds the benefits. Quote,
20 First of dl, | want to commend this 20 unquote.
21 panel and the staff for making this effort. 21 | attended a hearing five years ago on
22 | satinthe state legislature for 23 years. 22 Long Idand for the construction of awind
23 | wrote the original power plant siting law 23 farm facility off of Jones Beach, and a
24 back inthe '70s. | worked with the 24 thousand people showed up at the hearing to
25 legidature on the revisionsto the current 25 protest visual pollution. That project
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2 never went forward. 2 talk about clean air, and thereis no
3 Sothe problem with this as Senator 3 questionin my mind that nuclear is clean,
4 Maziarz from Western New Y ork will tell you 4 but also we haveto start focusing on the
5 that awind proposal to build a modest wind 5 economic impact of shutting down plants:
6 farminhisdistrict attracted 800 peoplein 6 Thejob that are lost, the taxes that are --
7 opposition and only two people who spoke for 7 thereisnobody to pay them, and in effect
8 it. Sotherearealot of pitfallswith 8 the deterioration of the community.
9 tryingto do creative things. 9 AndIndian Point, | think it speaksfor
10 Wetill have a big energy demand going 10 itsdlf. It'sthere. It'sclean. And as
11 onin New York State. We thought by 2015 we 11 far as| am concerned, it meetsall our
12 would reduce energy demand by 15 percent. 12 standards.
13 Instead the demand keeps growing by -- in 13 | congratulate the panel for listening,
14 the case of thisyear 2.6 percent, and it's 14 andyou are going to hear alot around the
15 goingto keep going on. After every heat 15 state. | canonly tell you onething. | am
16 wavethat also points out the fact that a 16 amazed as an observer who has traveled
17 lot of our facilities are aged, where they 17 around this state that people who live along
18 aretaking about trying to get repowering 18 theten countiesthat border Pennsylvania
19 for anumber of plants, costs are very, very 19 each day look over that border and see
20 high. 20 people working, and see peopleliving,
21 Wedo need cleaner sources of energy. 21 people surviving, people not dying. So the
22 We need anything that's going to improve our 22 whole concept is -- by the way, you can't
23 infrastructure, and then one of the things 23 relate fracking to everything being bad.
24 that this panel hasto be mindful of isthat 24 This concept of the Liberty Project out in
25 government regulations should not 25 the ocean people say they don't want it
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2 necessarily interfere with new ideas, and we 2 becauseit leadsto fracking. Thereisno
3 think that'sacrucial thing. If people 3 real connect. You can't keep saying no
4 come forward with new concepts and new 4 fracking and no other form of energy. They
5 ideas, they shouldn't face, not only the 5 areirrevocably linked.
6 prospect of increased taxes on almost 6 Thank you for your time.
7 anything, but the fact that the government 7 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much.
8 after saying come on in and spend the money 8 Reginald Bowman followed by Martha
9 passes regulations which are deterrents. 9 Cameron.
10 Wedo havethe highest ratesin the 10 MR. BOWMAN: Good afternoon. My nameis
11 nation, and the decision of PSC to spend 11 Reginald Bowman, and | am glad to follow
12 $800 million of ConEd and Rapad's money as 12 thisgentleman because some of hisviews are
13 an dternativeto Indian Point is just 13 surprisingly similar to my own because |
14 another burden on the consumer. If Indian 14 redly believethat if you are going to talk
15 Pointisgoing to berelicensed -- and | 15 about the energy in our state, you haveto
16 don't doubt in my mind that the NRC will 16 redlizethat while you are planning for the
17 eventualy, after years of court battles and 17 future, we are dealing with the ongoing
18 everything else, license Indian Point based 18 demand for consistent energy 24 hours a day
19 ontheir conclusion along time ago that 19 and seven daysaweek. Anditis
20 it'ssafe. 20 unbelievably surprising that as many people
21 What we can learn about closing power 21 inthisroom, and | respect everyone's
22 plants, the object lesson is the Shoreham 22 intelligence, and, you know, reasons for
23 Power Plant. The people on Long Island are 23 wanting to have changes, do not realize that
24 dtill paying every day for the closure of 24 if you are going to make changes and make
25 the Shoreham Power Plant. People want to 25 plans, you have to be reasonable enough to
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2 deal with the consistent delivery of energy 2 aresupplying it now.
3 servicesinour city. 3 To propose the future you have to be
4 | amthe president of the Citywide 4 practical, and in proposing the future you
5 Council of Presidents, and | represent all 5 can't just switch off the lights and wait to
6 of thefamiliesthat live in public housing 6 have something to replace it because New
7 inthe City of New Y ork, and thisis not the 7 York isnot going to stop running, and
8 firsttimethat | havetestified before a 8 neither istherest of the state.
9 panel, and | support the licensing of Indian 9 Somy proposal isto relicense, to stop
10 Point primarily because -- well, let's hear 10 spending so much money fighting each other.
11 it -- primarily because at this point the 11 Relicense the Indian Point, and then sit
12 aternativesthat are being presented, 12 down and reason together like people for the
13 whether they are wind, solar, or whatever 13 future of al of usinvolved because al of
14 aternatives, none of them are actually 14 usarein the same boat, and right now the
15 being implemented in time enough to continue 15 debate and the money that's being spent
16 to supply power for thisregion, and the 16 fighting each other is not really
17 economic impact that this would have if we 17 accomplishing anything, and those of us that
18 aregoingto al of asudden start shutting 18 need thisenergy and that are having to go
19 things down and have nothing to replace them 19 back to work or coming back into the
20 would create, not only an unnecessary 20 economy, we need to be able to have
21 economic shift, but it will create hardships 21 affordable energy because we all rely oniit
22 for alot of peoplein alot of different 22 every day. Everybody has got a cell phone.
23 industries. 23 Everybody has got all of these things that
24 | think that practical approach to all 24 wearerelying on.
25 of thisin planning for the future is to not 25 Solet's, | think, be reasonable. We
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2 take adversaria positions against each 2 need to make sure that energy is consistent
3 other and say that thisis bad, thisis 3 and sustained and then sit down and put
4 worse, and let's shut this down and shut 4 together aplan so that we can create
5 that down because it leads to nowhere, and 5 sustainable energy and keep what isworking
6 theingtitutionsthat -- or the machinery of 6 working so that those of usthat are
7 the plantsthat are running and will 7 dependent on it can continue to useiit.
8 continueto run anyway. Itisimportant, | 8 So | support relicensing Indian Point.
9 think, for usto understand that if we shut 9 | think it'simportant to keep that source
10 thesethings down, the energy -- if you shut 10 coming, so that in the years while everybody
11 down Indian Point, the energy that we depend 11 isdebating on what we are going to do for
12 onthisside of the state will create a 12 thefuture, we will still have an affordable
13 problem because we will have less energy. 13 source of energy for your community. Thank
14  Wewill haveto pay morefor it, and it will 14 you.
15 have atrickling economic impact on everyone 15 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much.
16 who worksand livesin this side of town 16 Andmay | just pick up on aword that
17 that depends on that energy coming in here. 17 you used, "cell phone." All of those that
18 Soagain, | understand your opposition 18 havethem, let's shut off our phones.
19 tothepast. | understand the necessity of 19 Martha Cameron to be followed by Damon
20 change, and | understand the necessity for 20 Cabbagestalk.
21 dealing with all of the global changes that 21 MS. CAMERON: My nameis Martha Cameron.
22 have happened in my lifetime; but | also 22 | amwith Climate Action Brooklyn for Peace,
23 understand the fact that you got a 23 and aso Coalition Against the Rockaway
24 consistent need for energy in New Y ork City 24 Pipeline. | didn't come here with typed up
25 that isbeing supplied by the sources that 25 notes, which is probably abad thing. |
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2 have been listening to what everybody has 2 the Soviet Union, and they will be dying for
3 been saying. Obvioudly, from the 3 yearsin Japan. We should not be alowing
4 organizationsthat | cited, you know where | 4 the continuation of nuclear power plantsin
5 stand on fracking, and you know where | 5 thiscountry. We need to shut down Indian
6 stand on natural energy, and you know where 6 Point now before 15 million people are
7 | stand on renewable energy. Sol don't 7 nucleated or whatever the word is. We need
8 know that | need to really repeat all of 8 to start making the transition now.
9 that. 9 If we go with fracked gas, we are, first
10 | wasinterested in the last two are 10 of al, turning or state into an extractive
11 speakers and also the speaker from SHARE. 11 industry state. Thisisamajor economic
12 The point was made that we don't have enough 12 turn. It will bevery bad. It would be
13 wind or solar power in this state to 13 very good in the short run for the T. Boone
14 interest T. Boone Pickensin investing here. 14 Pickensof thisworld. It will be very bad
15 Thefact of the matter is my electric bill 15 for therest of us. And after approximately
16 for thelast year -- | just finished doing 16 6to0 10 yearsthere will be no moregasin
17 my taxes -- was $281 for the entire year. 17 New York State because it is not the rich
18 And most of that cost was the $17.95 that | 18 source of fracked gasthat Pennsylvaniais.
19 haveto pay to ConEdison every month to keep 19 Thereisastrip right along the border
20 ameterinmy cellar. | have solar panels 20 there, the sweet spot, so-called. We are
21 onmy roof, and | am one of four brownstones 21 goingtoplow itoutinnotimeat all and
22 inmy neighborhood with solar panels. We 22 inthe process we are going to destroy the
23 could solarize thiscity. And we could take 23 thing that isinfinitely more precious that
24 care of 40 percent of our peek electrical 24 we have awholelot less of on this planet.
25 need in the summer if we put up 500,000 25 We have less than three percent of the water
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2 solar panels on rooftops. We should start 2 that'sinthisplanet isfresh water and a
3 with putting solar panels on all of our 3 great deal of it isconcentrated in Ontario
4 publicinstitutions, on our public schools. 4 andin New York State. And we are planning
5 Thisisademand that we, asagroup, are 5 todestroy it. Right now we canlook at
6 going to be placing on our new Mayor 6 half the country that'sin aterrible
7 DeBlasio, but it is also ademand that we 7 drought. We have got 11 statesthat arein
8 make of our government. 8 crisis, and we should recognize that water
9 Now | am deeply disturbed because as | 9 isthe most essential element that we have.
10 went out the door today my husband said to 10 Weneed arable soil. We can't have arable
11 me, oh, it seemsthat Energy Secretary Moniz 11 soil. You can't grow food on soil that has
12 isputting pressure on Cuomo for fracking in 12 been exposed to ground water that's poisoned
13 New York State. Now it'svery hard to fight 13 with fracked fluids.
14 onso many levels. We have Obama's 14 One of the thingsthat disturbed me
15 all-of-the-above plan, which isbasically an 15 about the opening statement you made was the
16 all-fossil-fuels-all-the-way plan. Now we 16 emphasis on market forcesin this so-called
17 are having to fight his energy secretary 17 plan. Energy must become a public good. We
18 interfering in New York State. Thisis not 18 need to put it into the hands of the
19 agood situation for us. 19 government and take it away from the
20 When everybody talks about how clean 20 privatized section -- sector. It'sthat
21 nuclear power is, | think back afew decades 21 that drives up the cost. It'sthat that
22 when | had four kids staying in my house who 22 makesfor chaosin our energy plan. It's
23 were from Chernobyl. They didn't think that 23 that that meansthat New Y ork City residents
24 nuclear energy was so clean. They were here 24 are paying extraordinarily high rates.
25 to get treatment. People are dying still in 25 Theother thing | would like to point
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2 out iswe aretalking about a plan of going 2 areas, and thisisinsane. And thisisnot

3 tototal renewables by -- 80 percent 3 aplanthat you have given us. Thisisa

4 renewables by 2050 and 50 percent renewables 4 prescription for death. We need a change

5 by 2030, and yet the IPCC, whichisan 5  now.

6 extremely conservative international body, 6 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you.

7 sayswe have 15 years before we face 7 Reverand Damon Cabbagestalk followed by

8 irreversible climate change. Irreversible 8 Dr. Leonard Hatter.

9 meansit'sover. It'sover. | havenine 9 REVERAND CABBAGESTALK: Hello. How are
10 grandchildren. My youngest grandchild will 10 you? Mr. Norris, Mr. Rhodes, Judith Lee?
11 bel5yearsoldin 15 years. My oldest will 11 Thisisnot my first time appearing before
12 be 35. | don't want that future for them. 12 you. My nameis Reverand Damon L.

13 | want them to have a future where thereis 13 Cabbagestalk, Junior. | just want to say

14 water, where there isfood. 14 briefly to you that thisis not the only

15 Wecan live without gas. We can live 15 section of Brooklyn, and there are many

16 without oil. We can live without coal, but 16 individualsthat are not here that probably

17 we cannot live without water and food, and 17 wish to be here to represent Brooklyn. So

18 that'swhat thisfight is about. 18 we need to go outside certain areasto reach

19 Edith Kantrowitz mentioned the issue of 19 individuals asyou can see the signs being

20 just transition, and it's come up a couple 20 held up over there. They are from some of

21 of times. When we are talking about the 21 those areasthat | am speaking about. Let

22 true plan for New York State, and thisis 22 mejust say that | am a pastor of Joppa

23 what | mean by making energy for public 23 Christian Ministries, and | am aso a human

24 good. We need to take into account the 24 rightsleader if | may say.

25 communitiesthat are currently essentially 25 Wearetalking about energy, and we are
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2 company towns for the power plants. We need 2 taking about peopl€'slives. Now we didn't

3 totakeinto consideration the 375 workers 3 getthisfar by just sitting around the

4 at Indian Point. We need to pension them 4 table dealing with numbers and papers and

5 out at full pension even if they are not 5 ink and papers. It was a struggle by the

6 €eligibleyet. Givethem the money. Shut 6 peoplesvoice. It wasastruggle by aneed

7 down Indian Point, but transition them 7 of action, and | heard the President say

8 justly to new jobs. We need their new jobs 8 thatthisisayear for action, | believe.

9 orpension. If werely totally on building 9 Sothe question here today is, whatever you
10 of the massive build-out of fracked gas that 10 haveinfront of you or whatever have been
11 weare doing right now, what we are doing is 11 presented to you to do the right thing must
12 creating path dependency. We will be stuck 12 beaction. Must be action. But alow meto
13 with that infrastructure for 50 years. And 13 say that there are children involved here.

14 we haven't got 50 years. | keep saying this 14 Not only adults, but children of the

15 toyou over and over. We have 15 years. We 15 community. Familiesthroughout New Y ork
16 need to take back 15 year period and put in 16 City, they support -- they support -- you

17 solar panelsall over the place. We need to 17 may not see them here. They support the

18 put in wind farms and not the LNG liberty 18 Indian Point, and you may have alist of

19 Port Ambrose thing that's planned out there 19 some of them there, too. Okay? What we are
20 onLong Beach. We need to stop building the 20 dealing with iswe are talking about this

21 Constitution and the Rockaway and the 21 post-Hurricane Sandy era. | wasout in Long
22 Spector Pipelines. We need to stop opening 22 Island where we had no lights for over

23 up compressor stations that are 500 feet 23 16 dayswhile those that at the top level

24 from people's houses. We are poisoning the 24 was getting the money and then all of a

25 people. We are industrializing our rural 25 sudden saying | am going to retire. | am
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2 goingtoretire. And we are going to shut 2 and let this not be the last time that you
3 thisdown. | was one of those who helped 3 hear my voice because we need voices that
4 organize out there to get that to where it 4 areright today, not belittling sound, but
5 was, tolook into what was going on out 5 that areright. Thank you and God bless
6 there. Snow asitishere, no electricity. 6 you.
7 No -- just eating out of acan. | 7 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much.
8 understand because | have been part of that, 8 Leonard Hatter followed by Jamie Mott.
9 but | want to say to you today that we are 9 REVERAND HATTER: Good afternoon. My
10 alsorate payersin this, and we need 10 nameisReverand Leonard Hatter. | am the
11 affordable, affordable rate pay. Weneed a 11 counselor of Courage to Changein the
12 system that's going to work, and we need a 12 Brownsville Community, also representing the
13 system that's going to be clean. Okay. We 13 churchesin our community, but | come here
14 need change, but we don't need the same 14 today to talk about and be a part of the
15 changethat has been going on with the 15 opening of -- the remaining opening of the
16 bureaucracy asthose that call themselves 16 Indian Point. The relicensing the Indian
17 the political leaders that have been chosen, 17 Point Energy Center isagreat -- isaright
18 called throughout the democracy to help the 18 move for Brooklyn low income African and
19 peopleof theland. It just does not work 19 Caribbean American families. With asthma
20 any more. Look around. You read the 20 great and isalready at the crisislevel
21 papers, | am assuming, every day. Y ou watch 21 throughout the low income Brooklyn, we need
22 CNN. Youwatch New York 1. Look around 22 more clean energy. We need more clean
23 you. It'sal fallen. Everything that we 23 energy like Indian Point, not fewer. Asthma
24 have created is going to pieceson us. Why? 24 isamong the leading causes of
25 Because we choose not to do the right thing. 25 hospitalizations and missed school days for
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2 You know what theright thing is. Y ou have 2 African and Caribbean Americans childrenin
3 thedatistics. You have different stories, 3 New York City; and if closed, Indian Point
4 different testimonies. But the realities of 4 would be replaced with the same dirty power
5 thefacts till remains: What are you going 5 plantsthat currently put our children at
6 todoaboutit? What are you going to do 6 risk from the beginning. Despite the fact
7 about it? Thismust ensure that it is safe 7 that our children and seniors are more at
8 and reliable and affordable energy for us. 8 risk for asthma and that the air quality in
9 Westrongly urge you to continue to operate 9 New York City isaready in violation of
10 thelndian Point. 10 federa standards, the voice of low income
11 | need water. You need water. | heard 11 Brooklyn has been silenced up until now.
12 the gentleman say that our body is made up 12 Brooklyn religious community is united in
13 of -- what do we do without it? We all die. 13 the belief that New Y ork has energy; that
14 God saw that it wastime for usto get a 14 New York energy future must be clean and
15 cleansing in the city so he sent some 15 freefrom greenhouse gas.
16 showerstoday so we could move our cars and 16 Thecrucial first step towards securing
17  get out of our houses and get back to work. 17 the clean energy futureis keeping Indian
18 Thereality of thefactiswearenot in 18 Point open and opportunities and operational
19 control. We need to really seriougly sit 19 for many yearsto come. Religious
20 down and take alook at what we are dealing 20 institutions throughout Brooklyn recognize
21 with to move forward because it's not that 21 that Indian Point provides the clean, safe
22 many yearsleft for any of uson this earth. 22 and affordable energy in New York City. New
23 Soif we are going to do something, we need 23 York City needsin order to curb clean
24 todoitright, and we need to do it now. 24 pollution and reduce asthma rates throughout
25 And | want to thank you for hearing me out, 25 our neighborhoods; we also understand that
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2 nuclear power is a safe and proven way to 2 jobs, but | also wanted to address what
3 produce greenhouse gas. 3 happens when you get a disability isthat
4 | just want to say -- stop there and 4 you lose your ability to work, so the jobs
5 say, | havethree children that suffer from 5 that you have you can't do any more. So |
6 asthma. Do you know what it isto have a 6 wanted to address, | think, people with
7 child trying to breathe, to gasp for air on 7 disabilities| think they have like -- |
8 asummer afternoon? Do you know what it is 8 don't know the fact exactly -- but it's|
9 totakethem to the park on a summer 9 think a 20 to 30 percent employment rate.
10 afternoon and they can barely breathe? Do 10 So unemployment does get created around loss
11 you know what it is to have the school call 11 of health.
12 you and saying, we are on our way to the 12 So what's the other point that | wanted
13 hospital with your child because she could 13 to-- wdll, just something that's shocking
14 barely breathe? We need Indian Point to 14 tomeisl| amfrom California, and | used to
15 stay open. Our seniorswith heart 15 teach about global warming, and there was
16 problems -- we need Indian Point to stay 16 thiscomputer prediction of what would
17  open because we need clean air. 17 happen if, you know, sealevelsrose. And
18 | aminCanarsie. If you are anywhere 18 one example was, you know, a computer
19 around Canarsie and you see in the schools 19 simulation of what could happen to
20 theasthmarate has risen to no end because 20 Manhattan. So it was shocking when | moved
21 our children, and the sad thing that to see 21 hereand that | saw that computer simulation
22 ismany of our children in our school system 22 inred life. Soyou know, global warming
23 and in our communities suffering with asthma 23 isvery real, and it's happening here, and |
24 and gasping from asthmatoday. 24 guess| really hope that New Y ork will be a
25 So | welcome Indian Point to stay open 25 leader inthis, in creating new renewable
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2 sothat our children and our families 2 sourcesinstead of going down the same path
3 together can grow and breathe fresh air, 3 of using non-renewable energy.
4 good energy air. | thank you. 4 | aso wanted to comment about how when
5 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. | 5 thereisthe political will and the economic
6 Jamie Mott followed by Tom Ryan. 6 will to create new solutions, they are
7 MS. MOTT: | apologize, | don't have 7 definitely possible. My brother works for
8 noteswithme. | am kind of just speaking 8 TedaMotors, and Elon Musk isahbig leader
9 off the cuff, so | want just to address 9 inrenewable technology, and right now they
10 certain pointsthat people have made. 10 arecreating new battery technology that
11 | haveachronicillness. | don't know 11 will be able to store solar power for alot
12 how | got it or where it came from. Doctors 12 longer, so that way it's something that
13 don't readly know, but it pretty much 13 peoplecan useintheir own home alot
14 devastated my life. | usedtorealy like 14 eader.
15 who | waswhen | was hedlthy, and | can 15 Soit'slike when the will isthere,
16 honestly say that | struggle to find new 16 thesethingsreally are possible. Sol
17 waysto like myself currently. It'sjust 17 beseech you dl to, you know, really think;
18 very challenging, and | don't wish thison 18 andif you are having trouble making
19 anybody, and | am very concerned about what 19 decisions about what to do, go to
20 will happen to our water supply if we go 20 Pennsylvaniayourself and see what is
21 forward with fracking in New Y ork, and if we 21 happening like on ground -- on the ground
22 open up awholeindustry centered around, 22 level because| fed like that will really
23 you know, fracked gas. 23 help you to make these really difficult
24 Y ou know, people make the point alot 24 decisionsfor the future of New Y ork and
25 that, you know, al of thisfracking creates 25 humankind. Thank you.
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2 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. | 2 meeting its multiple objectives. While
3 Tom Ryan, to be followed by Marge Schab. 3 energy conservation and efficiency must be a
4 MR. RYAN: Good afternoon. My nameis 4 vital component of any State Energy Plan,
5 Tom Ryan. | would like to make a couple of 5 you can't substitute that efficiency and
6 apologies. | am not a professional orator. 6 conservation at the expense of baseload
7 That'swhy | have written my comments down 7 power. No reasonable person is against
8 so save everybody from stammering and 8 efficiency, but it won't be enough.
9 stuttering. | am also anative-born 9 There are many solid issues within this
10 Brooklynite, so please excuse my gruff 10 report. In particular, | recognize the
11 voice. | am not used to amicrophone. 11 board for supporting the use of existing
12 Onceagain, my nameis Tom Ryan. | 12 right-of-ways for transmission improvements.
13 serve asthe assistant business manager for 13 Thisisvita to helping bring cheap energy
14 Boilermakers Local 5, which covers New Y ork 14 from upstate and Western New Y ork, such as
15 State and Long Island throughout the 15 Buffalo and North Country, Oswego, et
16 mid-Hudson region and to the North Country. 16 cetera, to whereit is needed in downstate
17 On behalf of my union brothers and sisters 17 New York. Thispoalicy should be
18 throughout New Y ork City, Long Island, 18 strengthened by prioritizing current and
19 upstate, and most important, Brooklyn, | 19 future electrical system upgradesto prefer
20 thank you for holding today's hearings. 20 instate power production over importing
21 To keep the lights on and revitalize our 21 energy from out-of-state and, more
22 economy, it iscritical that we take a 22 importantly, out-of-country sources, which |
23 readlistic and balanced approach to 23 will touch upon later. Thiswould address
24 safeguarding our energy future. Thiswill 24 the energy needs of te entire state by
25 requirethat New Y ork continues to support 25 alowing lower cost resources to serve
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2 clean, safe and reliable power resources 2 higher needs of the state. The New Y ork
3 suchasnuclear, natural gas and hydropower 3 Independent System Operators reports more
4 sources within the State of New York. The 4 than 80 percent of the state's high-voltage
5 continued development of alternative energy 5 transmission lines went into service before
6 resources such aswind, solar, geothermal, 6 1980. Forty percent of the existing
7 et cetera, may aso be important to 7 transmission system will likely need to be
8 complement New Y ork's baseload power 8 replaced over the next 30 years at an
9 infrastructure. Additionaly, utilizing the 9 estimated cost of more than 25 hillion.
10 latest technology to turn fossil fuel 10 And | believe that comes directly from
11 resources into clean-burning baseload energy 11 the Energy -- Draft Energy Plan.
12 resourcesiscritical to creating jobs, 12 Asmy union brothers and sisters well
13 especialy with the new natural gas combined 13 know, instate, instate power generation and
14 cycle heat recovery steam generatorsin 14 targeted upgrades are critical to the very
15 addition to the selected catalytic reducers 15 future of Central New York, Western New Y ork
16 and aso theair cooling condensers which 16 and the North Country.
17 save our natural resources of water. Very 17 | would also recognize the plan for
18 important for New York. Aswell asthe 18 supporting additional research and
19 clean coal sequestration, which | won't get 19 development in renewable energy. However,
20 into now. That's something else we are 20 onceagain, | must voice concern with regard
21 definitely in favor of and would rather see 21 to categorizing out-of-state, and most
22 our money go to that than wasting it on wind 22 importantly, out-of-country fuel sources as
23 and solar research. 23 renewable and dligible to be receive New
24 The plan hasidentified energy 24 York ratepayer dollars as part the Renewable
25 efficiencies asthe priority resource for 25 Portfolio Standard program. Sending our
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2 greenbacks beyond our borders will export 2 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much.

3 our energy jobs. At the Boilermakers, we 3 Marge Schab -- | hope | have that

4 areready to partner with the Administration 4 right -- and then Susan Filgueras.

5 tocreatejobsin New York State by New 5 MS. SCHAB: | plan to do more extensive

6 Yorkersfor New Yorkers. Wefirmly believe 6 commentssince | have another conference in

7 that New York should be powered in New Y ork 7 acouple months, but | felt very important

8 by New Yorkers. 8 tocome hereand hear al sides. | haveto

9 Between unprecedented weather events 9 say therearetwo thingsin my mind. There
10 such as Superstorm Sandy and of course 10 has been amisuse of the word "entitlement.”
11 Hurricane Irene, and new records for 11 And entitlements of food stamps,

12 €lectric demandsin both summer and winter 12  entitlements of housing, entitlements of

13 seasons confirms that New Y ork needs more 13 education, scholarships, of Socia Security,

14 energy, not less. 14 Medicare, of veteran benefits, they are dll

15 To maintain and enhance our quality of 15 good entitlements because they sew us all

16 life, New York needsto keep expanding its 16 together and make us strong; and then |

17 use of clean baseload sources, particularly 17 redized thereis another entitlement that

18 instate nuclear and hydro resources. 18 wefed we are entitled, all of us, me

19 Indian Point supplies enough power for 19 included, of endless use of energy in our

20 nearly onein every ten homesin our state, 20 liveswithout really making the necessary

21 andisinthe midst of applying for license 21 changes that we must.

22 renewal. 22 Wejust had a union representative

23 Asl mentioned before, | am anative 23 taking about the aging infrastructure. We

24 born -- Livingston Hospital, | just dated 24 haveto face the fact that we haveto do

25 myself but -- and bred and born Brooklynite. 25 thingsdifferently, and we have to face the
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2 About ten years ago moved up to the Y orktown 2 fact that we cannot afford to make New Y ork

3 Heightswithin the so-called ten-mile kill 3 State alarge manufacturing industrial zone.

4 zone. It'saboy-meet-girl story, otherwise 4 Assomeone said here, we need the soil. We

5 wewould still bein Brooklyn. Anyway, my 5 need the water, and we need the air. The

6 four kids, my wife, myself al live within 6 Weather Channel just posted awhole study of

7 that ten-milekill zone, and more 7 the affection of how gas development has

8 importantly | have worked there numerous 8 ruined air in the Eagle Ford Shale.

9 times, been in vapor containment, et cetera, 9 Air moves, and we cannot know about the
10 | amdtill hereto live about it -- talk 10 peopleof (inaudible). | have met them and
11 about it. So something to takeinto 11 there aretimesthat they cannot breathe.

12 consideration. 12 There are children that live in that area.

13 Last and most importantly, we oppose the 13  Weeat thefood from that area. And the

14  Champlain Hudson Power Express project and 14 compressor stations exude all kinds of

15 urge the State to reconsider its support for 15 chemicalsthat hurt the population, and |

16 thisill-advised extension cord that will 16 was also shown the metering stations, and as
17 run from Canadato Queens. Attached to our 17 you look underneath all the pipes were

18 testimony isan open letter signed by the 18 corrosive pipes, and it'sonly eight years

19 Steamfitters, aswell as other unions, IBW 19 old, and this means methane leaks and God
20 and Utility Labor. 20 knowswhat else because the gas hasto pass
21 Weare actualy aso calling for the 21 throughit. And thereisawhole process of
22 President of the United States and Congress 22 making -- of bringing natural gas or shale
23 torgject thisunnecessary and ill-advised 23 gas, which really negatively affects us all.
24 transmission line, and | thank you for your 24 Asthma, later we are going to see more,

25 time. | seemy timeisup. 25 you know, severe chronic illnesses; and all
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2 theseillnesses and negativity and 2 that host agood part of New Y ork State's
3 industriaization of our state, the costs of 3 energy infrastructure. We have the
4 that will fall on us, the taxpayers. 4 pipelines. They are putting a brand new
5 Sol madearesolution, aresolution in 5 44-inch high pressure gas line above my head
6 thenew year, and it's hard to keep, but we 6 wherel live, the SPECTRA Aim Project 3.
7 must all keep it. We haveto realy look at 7 The Champlain Hudson Power Express, an
8 reality of what facesus. We can't look and 8 extension cord from Hydro Quebec as a gift
9 accommodate Pennsylvania by building the 9 toall of theworkersand New Y ork State
10 infrastructure and the pipelinesfor the 10 residents: No jobs, no money, no savings,
11 Congtitution Pipeline. We can't build the 11 and eminent domain, and the person who will
12 LNG plant at Port Ambrose. We haveto 12 haveto press the eminent domain is Governor
13 honestly look because we can do it if we 13 Cuomo.
14 want to. We have done it before. We will 14 On CHPE'sfront of their front page of
15 doit for our future. Let usfacethe 15 Champlain Hudson Power Express website he
16 future honestly and do its -- work on the 16 says, he quoted as saying the governor,
17 renewables; work on retrofitting, work on 17 "It'sagreat thing for Canada." | don't
18 insulation; work on changesin the way we 18 livein Canada. | live here. | am
19 get around. Because theimportant thing is 19 confused.
20 togivelifeto the next generation. 20 You arethe energy planning folks. Who
21 Sol ask you to turn away from all 21 istheNew York State Energy Highway? Do
22 fossil fuels. Even the EIA saysthe only 22 the planswork together? Arethey -- do
23 fuel source or energy source that meets the 23 they meld? Do we understand what one group
24 reguirements that we cannot suffer from 24 isgoing for with the other group? It's
25 global changeisrenewable. So let'sbe 25 frightening because | have been working the
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2 honest with ourselves and not make natural 2 New York State Energy Highway, and |
3 gasan infrastructure that devastates and 3 apologize, | don't read The Federal Registry
4 industrializes our state, threatens our 4 with my morning coffee. The Times, | can
5 food, threatens our air, threatens our 5 even get to the Wall Street Journal. The
6 water; and let'sfacetherea redlities, 6 Federal Registry defeats me. | didn't know
7 and New York State actually could be a 7 thiswas here. Therest of the world
g8 forefront for everybody else to model if we 8 doesn't know it's here unlessyou are
9 did. Sothank you. 9 following it, unlessyou are trying to find
10 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. |10 it.
11 Susan Filgueras followed by Lois 11 | aminviting you to Rockland County to
12 Pinetree and other last speaker's name we 12 cometo usand tak to us, the people who
13 have. 13 host that energy infrastructure. We had two
14 MS. FILGUERAS: Thank you. | would like 14 power plants. The Bowline, the Lovett. We
15 to say thank you first for coming here. | 15 have four high-pressure, high-volume
16 can't work with microphones. It'sin my 16 interstate natural gas pipes that cross
17 face. If youdon't -- it'slike. Okay. 17 Rockland. Thewiresare even bigger. And
18 | want to say thank you. | have been 18 theinsult isthe Champlain Hudson Power
19 attending quite afew of these over the last 19 Express, which will use eminent domain to
20 threeyears. | amfrom acounty called 20 take our land to build an extension cord for
21 Rockland. Rockland is not on your public 21 Canada
22 dite. You are not having a public hearing 22 Theinsult, thefinal piece of it -- and
23 there. Rocklandisn't. Westchester isn't. 23 | want you to know this -- is that the town
24 Orangeisn't. Putnamisn't. Duchessisn't. 24 of Stony Point isarevolutionary war town.
25 Greene County isn't. Those are the counties 25 Wefought one of the most decisive
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2 engagements of the revolution. Wewon. We 2 tobeheard by your group: Rockland,
3 chased the British out. It was decisivein 3 Orange, Westchester, Putnam and Duchess. We
4 an areawhere battles were not fought 4 needto be heard, too. But I thank you for
5 decisively. They werefought to a 5 coming, and | thank you for allowing me to
6 standstill. The Champlain Hudson Power 6 gspeak, and | think | can give you these.
7 Expresswill desecrate the Stony Point 7 Thisisapicture. And | also submitted --
8 battlefield where soldiers were buried where 8 oh, and | forgot the last thing, we are
9 they stood, where they stood, where they 9 going to desdinate the Hudson River. We
10 died. Andtheplanis, | don't know what 10 arelessthan amilefrom Indian Point, so
11 other word to use that's not insightive 11 well have adesalination plant along with
12 (sic). They plan to disinter the Waldron 12 thethousand megawatts, along with the
13 Revolutionary War and War of 1812 Cemetery, 13 44-inch high pressure gasmain. So |l am
14 which was part of the original from Patton, 14  submitting the testimony | gave to the
15 from McCain. These are men and women who 15 Public Service Commission on the United
16 fought in the American Revolution for our 16 Water Desal Plant, and we met with Richard
17 right to stand here, your right to be chair 17 Kaufman at the first part of January of this
18 of the Energy Planning Board. These are the 18 vyear. | have given you that aswell.
19 men and women who stood up and said, we 19 Please cometo Rockland County and hear
20 believe. And now we are going to dig them 20 us. Wereally need alot of help because we
21 up. 21 areconfused. Two plants. Who do we talk
22 Sol amasking. | am confused. | don't 22 to? Thank you.
23 have enough time. | had to take the day 23 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much.
24 off. | comefrom West Point. | couldn't 24 LoisPinetree?
25 find parking, God bless you guys. And my 25 MS. PINETREE: Thank you for having a
Page 94 Page 96
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2 questionis: Whichisit? Isit an energy 2 mikefor short people. My nameisLois
3 plan? Isit an energy highway? 3 Pinetree, and | am aNew Y ork City public
4 Addedtothis, thisisthe 4 schoolteacher, and | am a member of the
5 infrastructure that is going to Rockland 5 CARRP, the Coalition Against the Rockaway
6 County at 7.2 miles: A 1,000 megawatt high- 6 Pipeline. And the reason that | joined this
7 tension eectric line which will dig up our 7 group isthat part of New Y ork State's
8 cemeteries; a 44-inch high-pressure natural 8 energy plan apparently and the federal
9 gaslinefromin front of the Lovett Power 9 energy planisto run apipeline and install
10 Plant site across the Hudson River, which 10 agasmeter in station literally in the
11 will come above ground at Indian Point very 11 middle of my community garden at Floyd
12 near the Spence Ryefuel -- | have to say 12 Bennett Field, which isin the Gateway
13 that dowly -- | am sorry. 13 Nationa Park.
14 Added to that, shipping will cross over 14 Now, acommunity garden may sound like
15 four high-pressure natural gaslines. The 15 small potatoes compared to the other issues
16 44-inch, whichisbrand new, a24, 22 and | 16 that have been discussed here, but | want
17 think a 28 that have been there for at least 17 you to know that we are one of the largest
18 thelast 30 years. And the West Point 18 and oldest community gardensin the nation,
19 Power -- the West Point Power Express, West 19 and we have between 300 and 500 gardeners.
20 Point Power Partners -- excuse me -- | am 20 |, personally, have been there gardening
21 sorry -- will crossthe 44-inch high- 21 since 1997, and | am one of the younger
22 pressure gasline on Indian Point land. | 22 members. And theideathat my national park
23 am confused. 23 that | had spent so many hours beautifying
24 Please cometo Stony Point. Allow the 24 and building the soil, from nothing -- it
25 people who host al of thisinfrastructure 25 was sand -- building, bringing compost in

Ellen Grauer Court Reporting Co. LLC

(24) Pages 93 - 96





HEARING OF THE DRAFT STATE ENERGY PLAN

February 19, 2014

Page 97 Page 99
1 HEARING 1 HEARING
2 and building that soil, and the idea that it 2 away in Europe and Asia. Pennsylvaniahad a
3 isgoing to be polluted by a gas metering 3 very serious huclear problem, and it really
4 station, which we know is going to leak 4 showed that nuclear power is untenable.
5 sooner or later; and that very good 5 It'snot aclean source. It's not reliable,
6 possibility that the birds and the wildlife 6 anditisway overkill.
7 aregoing to be driven away. Perhapsyou 7 Andthank you to Martha Cameron who has
8 have heard of the canary in the mines. 8 installed solar panels on her roof. And
9 Birdsdo not like -- minerstake canaries 9 what we have -- | think there is so much of
10 into the mines because the birds will dieif 10 what we are used to, what we are used to, we
11 thereisagasleak, and they know that if 11 arejust used to gas. You know, and we see
12 that happens, they haveto get out of the 12 itandweuseit and it'sblue andit's
13 mine. Birds do not like methane, and there 13 friendly, and they have such nice
14 isevery good chance that thiswhole area 14 advertising on TV and the children are all
15 which -- and Jamaica Bay Wildlife Preserve 15 running out of the buses. Y ou know, it's
16 isnot so far away, and we have the 16 al homey, and but the people in Germany,
17 grassands, which isabig bird sanctuary. 17 for example, are used to -- and | actually
18 Thesebirds are just going to leavein the 18 saw thison afilm -- they are used to
19 presence of an industrial facility that does 19 30-foot high or approximately look to me
20 not belong in anational park. The national 20 30-feet high solar panelsthat run for
21 parkswere created to be a haven from 21 40 miles aong their highway and are
22 industry, not to be the place that industry 22 powering | believe it was 50 percent of the
23 comes. 23 energy needs of -- it might have been
24 But | think | digress because there were 24 Frankfurt. It was one of the mgjor German
25 S0 many issues that were brought up today 25 cities. You know, Germany isway ahead of
Page 98 Page 100
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2 likeIndian Point, and | am sorry alot of 2 Us.
3 those people are not here now, but Indian 3 Andintermsof jobs, | am all for
4 Point is being apparently, to my great 4 American jobs. | think thereis nothing
5 surprise, isbeing touted as safe, as clean. 5 moreimportant, and if you have, as Rachel
6 Nothing could be further from the truth. 6 Maddow pointed out in her little
7 Andaso that it creates jobs and that we 7 advertisement, when you have wind turbines,
8 areusedto havingit here. We are used to 8 that you can't outsource those jobs. It's
9 having Indian Point. It'sthere aready so 9 Americansthat are going to be running those
10 wemight aswell keep it. | think the 10 and are going to be fixing them. So there
11 people of Chernobyl and the people of 11 isso much that we have. Maybe we have to
12 Fukushimawere also used to having their 12 useour imagination alittle bit to see what
13 nuclear power plants, and someone mentioned 13 can be donerather than what is. And what
14 that, you know, | live nearby and thereis 14 isleading us down aroad of destruction,
15 no problem and | walk by and | don't see any 15 and Sandy was just the beginning of, you
16 problem, but by the time we see a problem, 16 know, seeing the bottom fourth of our island
17 it'sgoing to be way too late. 17 of Manhattan and most of Rockaway being
18 New York City is| believe 25 miles from 18 destroyed.
19 Indian Point, and thereis no possible 19 Sol call upon the panel and upon the
20 evacuation plan for New Y ork City that could 20 governor to ban fracking in New Y ork State
21 possibly work given the population, the 21 because we can live without gas, but we
22 amount of the population, and | probably am 22 cannot live without clean water and clean
23 dating myself. No one has mentioned 23 soil. Thank you very much.
24 Three-Milelsland, to mein rather recent 24 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much.
25 memory, Pennsylvania. It's not 3,000 miles 25 That completes our list of speakers that
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2 have given ustheir name. 2 with gas. It'snot the way to go forward
3 MR. DOLL: Can| say onething? They 3 with ail, and it's not the way to do the
4 had aspecial on Nova about five years ago 4 same old thing in new ways, perhaps bigger,
5 and off the coast of Denmark thereis an 5 better and faster ways, but new ways like
6 idland about 700 peopleliving on it back in 6 fracking. It'snot the way.
7 the'80sthey decided they were going to do 7 We need you as our representatives,
8 better, and they cut out the waste and put 8 environmental conservation and the
9 insolar and wind power; and now 25 years 9 leadership of New York State to take action
10 later they sold energy back to the mainland. 10 andreally lead usto adifferent place. We
11 They did it in Denmark, and did it 11 need solar. We need wind energy. And we
12 (inaudible). 12 redly do need conservation. We need to
13 When | wasalittle kid they said, some 13 shut off the lights in buildings when no one
14 day solar power isgoing to be viable. Now 14 isthere. We need to stop wasting as much
15 it's50 yearslater they are saying, some 15 aswedo. | buy apackage of something, and
16 day, but we are not ready yet. We are not 16 it comesunder 15 layersof plastic. That
17 ready yet. We areready. 17 takesenergy to get that there. That takes
18 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you. 18 oil to produce the plastic. That takestons
19 MR. DOLL: Thank you. 19 of other natural resources. And as a state
20 CHAIRMAN RHODES: I'm sorry. Your name 20 we shouldn't accept that because we can do
21 again? 21 much better.
22 MR. DOLL: Dave Dall. 22 It'sridiculous that you have to accept
23 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Nicole Minichiello. | |23 asaconsumer so much waste as part of your
24 saw you just walk in, but you are our next 24 dalily life, and we just pretend when we put
25 gpeaker. Do you need aminute? Areyou 25 itinto our trash can that it goes off to
Page 102 Page 104
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2 ready? We are ready for you. 2 nowhere; that it disappears.
3 MS. MINICHIELLO: Mr. Rhodes, 3 InNew York we know that's talked about,
4 Mr. Norris. | appreciate you holding this 4 though. We have had arguments through the
5 hearing. |, however, wish it were at an 5 Bloomberg years over waste and where to ship
6 hour that would be more accommodating to 6 New York'swaste. Andwe have fought with
7 most peoplein New York. | think it's 7 different states about who is going to be
8 strange that a public hearing would be held 8 thelucky, lucky recipient of all of that we
9 inthe middle of the day. 9 produce, al the garbage we produce. We as
10 Andl alsowould liketo say that | -- 10 astate | am sure have more areafor
11 the pushing of some of environmental groups 11 landfills, but landfills aren't a pretty
12 has enabled these hearings to occur and has 12 place. They are not a pretty site, and what
13 pushed back the timeframe for a month from 13 | amsayinginterms of energy isal of the
14 what | understand on the -- so that the 14 thingsthat we waste, the garbage pickups,
15 seriescan be place, and | do appreciate 15 and al that goes along with that also
16 that you have listened to the public and 16 produces waste.
17 takenthat time. 17 So asthe Department of Environmental
18 | think that, as this gentleman was 18 Conservation and the Energy Planning Board,
19 saying, and thiswas -- | am sure many 19 that is something that should be part of all
20 people who have been here today have said, 20 of this: Solar panels, wind energy and
21 thereisaproblem. Weintheworld, wein 21 really afocus on conservation.
22 thisstate, wein the country, in the city, 22 | amnot sure -- | am not sure whether
23 weneed action. And we need leadership on 23 thereis-- how much sort of these hearings
24  dternative ways of doing business. Thisis 24 arebeing given, but | hope they are being
25 not theway. It's not the way to go forward 25 given as much weight as they deserve.
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2 Although, just like | said from the 2 Sothank you, and we will take the
3 beginning, based on the time, it seems odd 3 comments on the report with great
4 that these guys would come out at thistime 4 seriousness and expect to do that as we
5 when many people are working and not 5 continue towards the final.
6 available. | do again appreciate you being 6 Please aso remember, and thisisfor
7 hereat al, and | do hope that we are able, 7 you and for anybody who will listen to you,
8 asthe public, to show you that we are 8 that we welcome written comments as well
9 excited about things like solar, like wind 9 submitted on our website up until
10 energy, which | keep saying incorrectly, 10  April 30th, www.energyplan.NY .gov.
11 wind energy and like conservation. 11 And with that point we will pause and
12 Fracking, | just want to back to that 12 resume for our next meeting. Thank you all.
13 for aminute is something we absolutely 13 (Recesstaken.)
14 don't want, don't need. Don't want these 14 CHAIRMAN RHODES: We are adjourning this
15 dirty pipelines coming into New Y ork City, 15 session of the public comment. So thank you
16 andit'sscary that they are being built 16 al.
17 under our noses without the oversight that 17 (Timenoted: 6:01 p.m.)
18 should bethere. Thereisnot the oversight 18
19 that should bethere. And thereis so many 19
20 different groupsthat are responsible, but 20
21 everyone at the end of the day it's kind of 21
22 like how the Obamacare rolled out, the 22
23 websiterolled out. Everybody is 23
24 responsiblefor alittle piece so at the end 24
25 of the day no oneisresponsible for 25
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2 anything. 2
3 Mr. Norris, as part the Department of 3 B OF NEWYORK )
4 Environmental Conservation | would expect 4 - oSS
5 that you and your team lead us on this. 5 TY OF NEW YORK )
6 Pleaselead uson this. We need protection 6
7 for the public and for our environment. 7 I, DARBY GINSBERG a Registered
s | appreciate again you listeni ng today, 8 essional Reporter and Notary Public within
9 andl reaIIy hope you take this home with 9 for the State of New York, do hereby certify:
10 you and all the things that the folks here 10 That the above transcript is a true
11 havesaid. Thank you. 11 rd of the proceedings held on February 19,
12 CHAIRMAN RHODES: Thank you very much. |12 .
13 There are no further speakers, so but we 13 | further certify that | amnot related
14 will adjourn. We will take a break, and if 14 ny of the parties to this action by blood or
15 more speakers comein, wewill resume. But 15 iage, and that | amin no way interested in
16 | amgoing to go ahead and make some of my 16 outcone of this matter.
17 adjournment comments in a minute because 17  IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny
18 some of you may leave. 18 this 27th day of February, 2014.
19 First of al, thanks from all of uson 19
20 theboard to our host, Brooklyn College. 20
21 Thanksfrom all of us on the board to the 21
22 commentators. Y ou have given us much to 22
23 think about, and it's important to the 23
24 process and important to the finalization of 24 Y @ nsBERG T
25 thereport, 25 831 O sy 010 6230054
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HEARI NG

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Good afternoon, and
wel cone. My nane is John Rhodes, and | am
the Chair of the State Energy Pl anning
Board, the president and CEO of Pl anning
State Energy Research and Devel opnent
Aut hority.

| would |ike to welcone you here to the
Gol d Room at Brooklyn Coll ege. W thank
Br ookl yn Coll ege for their hospitality in
hosti ng us and ask you to recall that all of
us are their guests, and thereby we ask that
you exerci se decorum and one of those rules
Is that no signs on poles. There may be
others, but that's the one I am aware of.

| would al so look, I would |Iike now
i ntroduce to you the other representatives
of the planning board joining ne today.
Judy Lee, executive Deputy of the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion, and Melvin Norris,
Director of the Ofice of Environnental
Justice At the Departnent of Environnmental
Conservati on.

This is a hearing to accept public

comments on the 2014 draft, which was
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approved by the State Energy Pl anni ng Board
on January 7, 2014, and nade avail abl e on
t he Energy Pl an website, energypl an. NY. gov.

The plan was issued in accordance with
Article 6 of the energy law. Public notice
of the issuance of the plan and the notice
of this public hearing were published in the
State Regi ster on January 29t h.

The draft plan consists of two vol unes.
The first volume provides 15 key initiatives
to advance the State's energy future. The
second vol unme addresses energy uses, its
sources and i npact and provi des detail ed
background that was used to devel op the
overarching vision and initiatives in the
first vol une.

This, the State Energy Plan is the
result of serious, thoughtful work which
envi sions an energy systemthat is clean,
flexible, affordable, resilient, reliable.
The initiative to achieve that m ssion focus
on five areas: |Inproving energy
affordability, unleashing the power of

private sector finance, providing a nore
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resilient and fl exi ble power grid, giving
custoners nore control over their energy use
and choi ces, aligning energy innovation with
mar ket demand. The plan outlines to the
achi eve those initiatives, long-term policy
goal s, near-termaction itens and neani ngfu
nmetrics.

This is one of six public hearing
sessions that are planned to receive public
comments. Future sessions are scheduled in
Manhattan, Long Island, Buffalo and
Syracuse. Witten comments on the draft
plan will al so be accepted through April 30,
and i nformati on on submtting those witten
comments can be found on the Energy Pl an
website. If you decide to submit witten
comments, please do so as soon as possible
so that they can be considered as carefully
as possible. Al public comments, whether
oral or witten, will be considered by the
Energy Pl anning Board as it works for
additions for the final plan. Al comments
w Il count equally regardl ess of how t hey

were received. The planning board has
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targeted i ssuance of the final plan of
spring of 2014.

The process today is sinple. Those who
want to comment at this hearing have been
asked to sign in upon arriving. Your name
will be called one at a tine for you to
speak.

Wien your nane is called, please cone to
t he podiumto provide your statenent, and |
will also call the name of the person who is
the foll ow ng speaker so that we can nove
snoothly. W have a court reporter here
today to provide a transcript to the
Pl anni ng Board of everything that is said
today. It is very inportant that there only
be one speaker at a tine so that the
reporter can clear -- can hear clearly. The
speaker shoul d address their comments in the
direction of the m crophone and pl ease nmake
an effort to speak clearly and sl owy.

It is also very inportant that those in
att endance be courteous to the speaker so
that his or her comments can be transcri bed

accurately by the court reporter. |If you
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provi de a statenment and have a witten
version with you, it would be helpful if you
could provide that to us, either today or
foll owi ng the hearing, so we can provide
those to the court reporter to assist in
provi ding the transcript.

Al l speakers are asked to focus on the
things that pertain to the Draft Energy Pl an
only. Your comments shoul d be as succinct
as possible so we can hear from as nany of
you as possible. W have set a five-mnute
deadl i ne for that purpose, but of course
after everyone has had a chance to address
t he board, repeat speakers may be afforded
anot her five m nutes should there be any
time at the end of the hearing.

Formal presentations such as Power Poi nt
are not being all owed today. Again, we want
to hear fromas many of you as possible. As
this is a statenent hearing, the Planning
Board is not entertaining questions. This
is an opportunity for us to hear feedback
fromyou on the draft planning. Those who

want to comment but do not want to speak
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publicly or do not get a chance to do so,
again, can submt witten coments via our
website and again, that is ww. energypl an.
NY. gov.

Wth that, | want to thank you all for
com ng today, and if there are any questi ons
about the process, we can take those at this
time. Seeing none, | will call our first
speaker, Eric Legeer, to be foll owed by
Aubr ey Let hbri dge.

MR. LECEER  Good afternoon, everyone.
My nane is Eric John Legeer. | amthe
proj ect coordi nator here at Brooklyn Coll ege
for NYPIRG the New York Public Interest
G oup, New York's largest, nost effective
envi ronment al consuner advocacy group.

It invokes a feeling of nostalgia for ne
to be here because ny first action as an
activist as | started was in 2007 helping to
I mpl enent and shape New York State's Energy
Pl an under Spitzer. W were supporting a
pl atform of 15 by 15. 15 percent energy
reduction by 2015. Here we are in 2014. |

am gl ad to be here.
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Now, New York is ny adopted city. | am
from Canandai gua, New York, what | like to
call the crown jewel of the Finger Lakes,
and that will be nost of the basis and thene
of nmy comments here today.

I cormend, | commend the DEC for taking
action on neeting that 80 percent by 2050
and covering CO2 em ssions by 2050 that the
| PCC, Nassau and countl ess ot her groups have
enforced, but | do not want it to be a
| eeway into natural gas. | see what's going
on. There is a rotten snell in the air that
natural gas is going to get a go, and we are
going to have to establish an infrastructure
to justify fracking in New York State.

Once again, | amfromthe Finger Lakes.
It makes nme cry and it rips ny soul apart to
t hink that even maybe one well can be
drill ed around where ny nother and ny
brothers and ny sisters, ny famly stil
l'ive.

The econony there is |largely based off
of tourism Canandai gua Lake at one poi nt

was second- nbst expensive |ake to |ive have
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on next to Lake Tahoe in the nation.
Count |l ess fanous weal t hy peopl e have pl aces
there. They just won't go for it.

So | am beggi ng you on the DEC, pl ease
i mpl enrent wi nd and sol ar |i ke our program
the Sol ar Jobs Initiative, the $1.6 billion
In tax cuts for manufacturers, for retailers
and distributors. Beautiful. Let's
i mpl enent that and get clean, renewabl e
energy now. We have the solutions. No
fracking in New York State. No LNG pl ants.
No LNG pipelines. Keep big gas and oil out
of New York State, out of ny first hone.
Keep the pipelines out of ny new hone. | am
beggi ng of you, don't give a go to natural
gas or fracking. It is not the answer
bridge fuel that they say it's cracked up to
be. Thank you very nuch for your tinme and
consi deration, and have a wonderful day.

MR RHODES: Thank you, Eric. Next up
is Aubrey Lethbridge foll owed by David
Al i cea.

MR LETHBRI DGE: Good afternoon. Thank

you for this opportunity to make comments on
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the 2014 Draft Energy Pl an.

| am Aubrey Lethbridge. | amthe
proj ect coordi nator for NYPIRG at the
Col l ege of Staten Island. Students at the
Coll ege of Staten Island are especially
concerned with this issue because a |arge --
I will be focusing ny comments on how t he
pl an addresses nucl ear power.

The students at the Coll ege of Staten
I sl and are especially concerned with this
I ssue because a large part of Staten I sl and
lies within 50 mles of the Indian Point
nucl ear reactors in Wstchester County.

Whi |l e we appl aud Gover nor Cuono for his
st eadf ast opposition to the relicensing of
t hese agi ng and dangerous facilities and
commend PSC and NYSERDA for their efforts to
ensure that New Yorkers wll have a reliable
source of replacenent power when the Indian
Poi nt reactors are retired.

However, the risks of New York's
reliance on nucl ear power are given short
shrift in the Draft State Energy Plan. The

si x commercial power reactors in New York
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currently represent 14 percent of New York's
power generation capacity, but a whopping
29 percent of our electricity generation.
Thi s dependence on nucl ear power to neet our
electricity needs is troubling on nmany
| evel s, and the plan does little to correct
it. In fact, there is very little
di scussion at all of natural energy in the
pl an, which is also troubling, considering
its dom nance in New York and the enornous
heal t h, environmental and financial risks
posed by nucl ear power.

The pl an acknow edges there are many
potential environmental health risks from
nucl ear power including: Radioactive air
em ssions fromroutine operations; potenti al
acci dental releases of radiation, including
from eart hquakes, accidents, and terrori st
attacks; | eaks of radioactive water, which
can contam nate drinking water and food
supplies; transportation of nuclear fuel by
rail and truck; and onsite storage of high-
| evel radioactive waste.

The pl an al so acknow edges specific
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vul nerabilities with the |Indian Poi nt
nucl ear reactors, including that I|ndian
Point Unit 3 has the highest risk of a core
mel tdown from an earthquake of all the
reactors in the United States because it was
built on top of an active fault line. The
evacuation plan for Indian Point is al so
i nadequate in the event of a serious
accident. Myre than 17 mllion people live
within 50 mles of the plant in the
evacuati on zone.

However, the plan fails to acknow edge
the increasing unreliability of State's
agi ng nucl ear reactors or the possibility of
early nuclear retirenents, planned or
ot herwi se, in upstate New York. This is a
maj or oversight in the plan. Most of New
York's reactors were built in the I ate 1960s
and early 1970s, and have been operating
wel | past their expected life span; the
three Oswego reactors used the sanme
technol ogy as the reactors that nelted down
at the Fukushima Daiichi plant in 2011.

Various financial analysts have
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predi cted that sone of the upstate reactors
are at risk of early retirenent due to
econom c | osses.

The State should be planning for the
eventual closure of all nuclear plants, wth
a particular focus on these potential early
retirenents. |f planned for properly, these
retirements would create an opportunity for
massi ve renewabl e energy devel opnent in the
st at e.

Wth regard to Indian Point, the plan
di scusses the current relicensing proceedi ng
for Indian Point Unit 2, whose license
expired in 2013, and Unit 3, whose |icense
wll expire in 2015. The State of New York
is currently petitioning the Nucl ear
Regul atory Conm ssion to deny Entergy's
petition to renew the operating permts for
each of these pl ants.

However, the plan envisions repl aci ng
I ndian Point's roughly 2,000 negawatts of
power with natural gas. This plan should
instead lay out a strategy for repl acing

I ndi an Point's energy through a conbination






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

15

HEARI NG
of transm ssion upgrades, energy efficiency
and renewabl e energy. A 2012 report by
Synapse Energy shows that we can fully and
cost-effectively replace Indian Point's
power with equal i1nvestnents in energy
efficiency and renewabl e power sources
alone, with no inpact to the reliability of
t he region's energy supply.

W need to commt to advanci ng safe and
cl ean energy solutions in New York. Nucl ear
power is dangerous, expensive and
unreliable. W can replace the power, but
we can't replace the lives. New York should
take this opportunity to nove in a safer and
nor e sust ai nabl e direction.

Thank you again for this opportunity.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

MR, ALICEA: (&ood afternoon. M/ nane is
David Alicea, and | amwith the Sierra C ub
here in New York Gty and on Long Isl and;
and | am here representi ng thousands of
Sierra Cub nenbers and supporters in this
area, many of whom are actually going to be

here today and be speaking later on. And I
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want to say thank you, first of all, of the
wor k your agency and staff put into this
plan. 1t's a trenmendous anount of work and
t hank you for com ng down and listening to
all of us today.

In |late 2012, at the devastation of
Super st orm Sandy, Governor Cuonb nade it
clear: dinmate change is real, and we have
to act. Since then the governor has nade a
strong commtnent to solar New York's sun,
and this plan's goal of reducing greenhouse
gas em ssions 80 percent by 2050 shows t hat
t he governor understands climte change is a
serious issue.

Unfortunately, this plan has nore
questions than answers. It cones to how
gets to the 2050 goal. The real plan nust
I ncl ude enforceable interimsteps to reach
80 percent reduction by 2050 and nust reject
any further investnments in fossil fuels and
prioritize.

New Yor kers have said tine and tine
again we can't frack and burn our way to a

cl ean energy econony. Wile the governor's
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commtnent to solar is an encouraging start,
this plan should ranp up renewabl e energy
and conmt to the goal of 50 percent by
2025, and pledge to conti nue our energy
efficiency program

It also needs to do nore than just pay
lip service to sone of the best
opportunities that we have to build a new
cl ean energy econony. R ght now off the
coast of New York City and Long Island there
are two nmj or offshore w nd proposals. W
need the State and Governor Cuonp to
prioritize energy devel opnent and nmake sure
the projects are noving this year. Not only
has it hel ped us neet our goals to reduce
em ssions, but it will create jobs and score
sonme needed i nvestnents across New YorKk.

New Yor k has a manufacturing base, the
educated work force and the port
infrastructure to becone honme to the
Anerican offshore wind industry. This
ener gy plan should be junping at the
opportunity and hel p nake New York a real

cl ean energy | eader.
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Thi s plan nust al so nake sure we nove
you away from further investnents in gas
infrastructure and protect our famlies and
wat er from fracking. Further spending on
natural gas infrastructure will lock in the
reliance for fossil fuels for decades,

i ncrease demand for fracking in our state,
and hel p fund the devastati ng gas extraction
occurring in states nearby. Instead of
wasting mllions of dollars and fossil

fuels, we can use those resources to invest
in clean renewabl e, energy |ike wnd and

sol ar.

The Sierra Cub is asking, let's turn,
not burn our way to a clean future. Wile
we are encouraged by the goal of 80 percent
by 2050, the action on climte change cannot
wait until then. Superstorm Sandy showed us
our comunities are at risk now WII the
Long | sl and state beaches and Coney I sl and
boardwal ks still be there for our children?
WIl famlies that have spent generations on
Staten |Island or Rockaways be forced to

nove? This is what's at st ake. W need
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Governor Cuono and this energy plan to nmake
sure we are protecting our communities. W
need a strong comm tnent out of renewable
energy and a real plan that explains how we
can get there.

Thank you once again for your tinme. |
hope you take ny statenents and those of our
friends and allies that will be speaking
t oday and use those to revisit this energy
pl an and hel p nake New York a real |eader.

MR. RHCDES: Thank you very nuch.

Mari an Ronan to be foll owed by Frank
Fral ey.

DR RONAN: | am Dr. Marian Ronan, and I
am active in the climate action circle of
the Grail novenent, which is an
I nternational wonen's novenent with a | arge
group here in New York Cty, and nmy comments
are going to address particularly the pl ace
of fracking with the energy plan.

As The New York Tines reported on
February the 13th, a new study in the
Journal of Science disputes the claimof the

natural gas industry that natural gas as a
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quot e/ unquote "bridge fuel" is good for the
climate.

Nat ural gas actually contributes to
gl obal warm ng when you take into account
the | arge anounts of nethane, a greenhouse
gas 30 tines nore potent than carbon
di oxi de, that escapes into the atnosphere
during the fracking process. This is in
addition to the fact that a | arge anount of
carbon dioxide is expelled into the
at nosphere by ot her aspects of fracking such
as the massive trucking of the liquified
natural gas and water, not to nention the
overuse and pollution of our ground water.

The solution to the | eakage of nethane
into the atnosphere that is contributing so
seriously to climate change we are told is
nore regul ati on and i nspection of fracking
sites. But as the people of Charl eston,
West Virginia discovered after a chem cal
spill poisoned their water | ast nonth, there
hardly is regul ation and i nspecti on any
nore. Washington gridlock and parti sanship

has depl eted the nunber of E. P. A
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I nspectors, and the resistance to raising
taxes nmakes it incredible that New York
State will inspect fracking sites
sufficiently to prevent nethane | eakage.
Let's not wait until we are flooded out by
sea level rise and extrene storns to stop
the natural gas industry from poi soni ng our
at nrosphere. | urge you to elimnate
fracking fromthe New York Energy Pl an.
Thank you.

MR. RHCDES: Thank you very nuch.

Frank Fraley to be followed by I|eva
Zadi na.

MR. FRALEY: Good afternoon. M nane is
Frank Fraley, and | amthe president of
SHARE. SHARE is a non-profit -- group of
non-profit organi zations commtted to
ensuring the continued supply of reliable,
clean and affordable electricity for all New
Yorkers. For too long, high electricity
pri ces have pl aced an undue econom ¢ burden
on New York's famlies, businesses, and
busi nesses. VWhile poor air quality has | ed

to high asthna rates which place our nost
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vul nerabl e at ri sk.

Ri ght now we are just getting our
econony back onto its feet, and the econony
is beginning to strengthen. However,
community residents, snall busi nesses,
wor ki ng men and wonen from communities
across the region are still struggling.

Recogni zi ng the precarious state of our
econony, nowis not the tine to shutter a
source of clean, safe, affordable power in
this region. And the source of power that
contributes 25 to 35 percent of downstate's
power, contributing power to this very
m crophone, to the lights in this very room
at this coll ege.

Furt hernore, the Indian Point Energy
Center greatly reduces the anount of
pollution emtted into the atnosphere.

Unli ke all other power plants in the

downst ate regi on, |Indian Point does not

rel ease ast hna-causi ng pollutants or

gr eenhouse gasses into the atnosphere. This
is of great benefit to our air quality as

nearly all counties served by I ndi an Poi nt
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are consistently designated as non-
attai nnent areas by the U. S. Environnental
Protection Agency. Cearly, we need nore
energy facilities |like Indian Point, not
f ewer .

For these reasons, SHARE and its nenber
organi zations firmy support the continued
operation of the clean, safe and secure
I ndi an Poi nt Energy Center, and we urge New
York State to ensure its continued operation
as part of the State's energy plan. Thank
you.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Il ena Zadina to be followed by Ling Tsou.

MS. ZADINA: Hello. M nane is |lena
Zadina. | ama retired Methodi st mnister,
and | also belong to the Grail Myvenent |ike
ny friend Marian, and to the Coalition
Agai nst the Rockaway Pi peli ne.

| amglad that | just followed the
previ ous speaker because he kept enphasi zi ng
the word "clean,” and | al so was an Engli sh
teacher, so | think about words a |l ot and

what does "clean” really nean? | do not
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think that it nmeans sinply | ess net hane or
|l ess C2 or |ess toxins of any kind.
Rat her, we do know from our own practi cal
experi ence that clean neans. |t neans cl ean
wat er, and you know what that feels |ike.
It means clean air w thout toxins and just
war m enough to keep our Earth's atnosphere
i vabl e but not warmng it too nmuch. And we
know what clean soil neans when it supports
life of many, many different |iving things.

We al so know about clean politics, which
I s when governnments and the public support
wel fare of all people for many generati ons.
| amnot so sure how cl ean noney can be. It
can be perhaps. A lot of tines it needs
| aundering, but it is pretty practical a | ot
of tines.

What really is clean is the sun and the
w nd and ot her sources of energy such as
tidal waves and so forth. So in the report
I amvery surprised and di sappoi nted t hat
t he report by Mark Jacobson and his
col | eagues at Stanford was not even

mentioned as | | ooked through it. That, of
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course, you know |l think very well proposed
a very good plan where we coul d have al
renewabl e energy in New York State by 2030,
and | am sure that there are many
difficulties that would need to be
surnounted to do it, but I do believe that
New Yor kers and Anericans with all of their
practical abilities could do it.

You know, | was born right into the
m ddl e of World War I, and | am so aware of
what Anerica achi eved when it gal vani zed
itself for World War II. Wat it did was
just |ike, you know, mracul ous. W can do
it again and even for a greater cause than
to win a war.

So when Jacobson's report is not even
menti oned, | wonder how serious New York
State is about climte change. And of
course the word has not been nentioned nuch
in recent years, but the other day even
Secretary of State Kerry passionately talked
about climate change in I ndonesia, who
pollutes only slightly |less than we do,

apparently; and so | am hoping the tine has
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cone when clinmate change and the survival of
the planet will be taken seriously, and when
it does, so should Jacobson's report and
many ot her scientists who have supported it.

And | just -- one nore thing, New York
State is so rich in water. Wter, there is
| think really nothing -- there is no nore
preci ous resource that we have. Even now
Canada -- Canada has been exporting water to

the dry parts of the world for a long tine.

New York State, | don't know if it does now,
but it will have to probably. Let us keep
our water clean, and | just hope you wll

keep that image in mnd. Save our water.
We cannot live without it. One day it wll
be nore precious than gold.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.
Ling Tsou foll owed by David Dol l.

M5. TSQU. |I'mLing Tsou fromUnited for
Acti on.

Wiile the Draft Energy Plan reaffirns
New York State's commtnment to 80 percent
gr eenhouse gas reductions by 2015, with an

i nterimgoal of 50 percent carbon-intensity
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reducti ons by 2030, this plan does not | ay
out in details how we are going to achieve
t hese goals. Mdreover, the plan only
commts to neasuring the reduction of one
form of greenhouse gas, carbon di oxi de,
before 2030 while totally ignores the
devastating i npact of nethane, which is the
pri mary conponent of fracked natural gas.
Met hane is a nuch nore potent greenhouse gas
t han carbon di oxide and | ethal on climte
change. The plan should specify a schedul e
for the reduction of all fornms of greenhouse
gas em ssions wth measurabl e benchnar ks at
regul ar intervals.

The plan does not provide any anal ysis
for the m x of energy sources that will help
New York State neet the greenhouse gas
reducti on goal and makes no commtnent to
what percentage of New York State's energy
wll conme fromrenewables. New York State
shoul d set a clear target of neeting
100 percent of the state's power needs only
fromrenewabl es such as solar, w nd,

geot hernal by 2050 or before. This plan
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should identify what facilities and grid
I mprovenent are needed to achieve the goal
of power New York State all by renewabl es.
The technol ogy for renewabl es is avail abl e.
We just need the political wll to follow
t hr ough.

The plan incorrectly descri bes natural
gas as a clean energy source. The primry
nmet hod of extracting natural gas nowadays is
by hydraulic fracturing or fracking, which
I's a hazardous process that contam nates our
wat er, pollutes our air, poses grave danger
to people's health and contri butes greatly
to climate change. The plan clearly
i ndi cates natural gas as a nmjor part of New
York State's energy mx. The plan's
forecast of natural gas production figures
seens to inply that fracking will take pl ace
in New York State. The plan al so endorses
t he i ncreased buil d-out of natural gas
pi pelines and storage infrastructure to
facilitate bringing in fracked natural gas
from outside of New York State. Considering

t he negative i npact of fracked natural gas
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on our health, econony, environnent and
climate, New York State nust back away from
its reliance on natural gas. New York State
must stop further investnents in natural gas

and liquified natural gas infrastructure

which wll only shackle us to unsustai nabl e
for fossil fuels for decades to cone. In
particular, | urge Governor Cuonb to veto

the LNG Port Anbrose project off Jones Beach
near the entrance to the New York Harbor.
The construction and operati on of LNG Port
Anbrose facility wll further aggravate the
gr eenhouse gas en ssion and snog in the New
York air while contributing greatly to

cli mate change and exacerbate extrene

weat her conditions. The building of LNG
Port Anbrose project will increase our
reliance on fossil fuels and adversely

I mpact our i1nvestnent in renewabl e energy.
New York State needs to conmmt to invest in
renewabl es which with recent cost declines,
wi nd and sol ar power are the | owest cost new
energy sources and beat fracking natural

gas.
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The pl an di scusses the possi bl e shut down
of the Indian Point nuclear reactors, and
the projection of replacing it with
i ncreased natural gas powered electricity
generation. The replacenent of the Indian
Poi nt nucl ear reactors with natural gas
power plant is a totally bad idea, and does
not nmeet New York State's clinmate goal s.
New York State nmust plan for the
deconmmi ssioning of all of its nuclear power
pl ants and abandon any plans to increase
energy generating capacity from nucl ear
sources not only because of possible
catastrophic risks to hunan and
envi ronmental health, a |la Fukushima in
Japan, but nucl ear power plants are
economcally too expensive to build,
mai ntai n and operate. Converting nucl ear
and agi ng and highly polluting coal and oil
power plants to natural gas power plants is
not the solution since nethane's |ifecycle
greenhouse gas enmi ssions will only
exacerbate clinmate change and do nothing to

reduce New York State's carbon footprint.
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New York state nust seize this opportunity
to invest in massive renewabl e energy
devel opnent in our state.

The plan pronotes alternative fuel
vehi cl es and commends the New York C ean
Fleets Initiative which provides public
noney to hel p purchase vehicles that run on
conpressed or liquified natural gas.
However, science has shown that natural gas
is actually worse for the climate due to
nmet hane | eaks in the supply chain. The plan
shoul d i npl ement specific targets to advance
el ectric vehicles and hydrogen fuel -cel
technol ogy. The electricity should be
generated fromrenewabl e energy sources.

In addition to increase its comm t nent
to solar, the plan nust conmt to invest in
renewabl e w nd power both on shore and
offshore in New York State. Specifically,
this year, New York State can purchase
of fshore wi nd power to power Long Island
from a project under devel opnent east of
Mont auk Point and nove forward with a

proj ect proposed by the New York Power
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Aut hority in the New York Wnd Energy Area
off the Rockaways.

The rel ease of this draft plan offers us
t he perfect opportunity for New York State
to nove beyond our reliance on fossil fuels
of the past, including natural gas and
nucl ear power to a bold vision and plan for
a carbon free and nuclear free future
power ed 100 percent by renewabl e energy
sources. W cannot wait any longer in
scal ing up massive investnent in renewabl e
energy. The retirenment of dirty and
dangerous fossil fuel energy sources
i ncl udi ng natural gas and nuclear wll see a
need for particular attention to a host of
transition issues related to social and
econom c justice. Wth proper planning and
attention to just transition issues, these
soci al and econom c inpacts can be decreased
and addressed. The plan does not nention
that's i ssues, and they nust be included.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you.

MS. KANTROWTZ: | am here with United
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for Action and New York City for Clear Water
and the Coalition Against the Rockaway
Pi pel i ne, but | am here speaking al so just
as nysel f.

| was a student here at Brooklyn Coll ege
40 years ago, so this is nostalgic for ne
also, and I know that we all want to keep
Br ookl yn and New York City safe and cl ean
and healthy and supplied with energy. So |
t hank you for the opportunity to speak here.
And | amglad that we are trying to | ook at
an energy plan that will make a positive
energy future for us; but this New York
State Energy Plan, this draft, is not a
bl ueprint for positive energy future for New
York. In fact, it's a recipe for
envi ronnent al devastati on, serious public
heal t h probl ens and runaway cli nate change
because it's basically envisioning a future
built on natural gas, and that's what you
get if you continue to use natural gas and
other fossil fuels. W need to be
transitioning conpletely to em ssion-free

and non-toxi c renewabl e energy |i ke sol ar
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power, wi nd power, and snall scal e hydro-
electric, and we need to do it now. Not
even in ten years. Not even in five years.
W need to do it yesterday, and this plan
just doesn't do it. |It's too late for an
al | - of -t he- above approach because all around
us we see the planet warnm ng, the glaciers
melting, the sea levels rising and the
droughts and the stornms beconi ng ever nore
severe.

Thi s plan descri bes natural gas as a
cl ean energy source. Nothing could be
further fromthe truth. W have seen
repeatedly and tragically how natural gas
extractions through fracki ng contamnm nates
water, pollutes the air and nakes people
si ck; but because much of this plan is
witten in support of what is m sl eadingly
call ed cl ean energy, prograns could easily
be directed towards expandi ng the use of
fracked gas and the infrastructure that goes
along with it. Because when we are
concerned about fracking, we are not | ust

tal king about drilling. W are also tal king
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about pipelines, LNG storage facilities, the
LNG Port Anbrose termnal, all of these
surround us with toxins. Al of these nake
climate change worse, and it's painfully
obvi ous just how biased this plan is in
favor of natural gas. The giveaway is that
the plan assunes that the noratoriumon high
vol unme horizontal hydrofracking will be
lifted in New York State, and then it
predi cted natural gas production in New York
State will triple by 2030. It predicted
growth in renewables wll drop to zero after
2020, and that's despite the docunent's own
data showi ng the power generation fromw nd
and sol ar nore than doubl ed in New York
St ate between 1990 and 2012.

But instead of sinply taking it as given
that natural gas will becone our primary
energy source, the real energy plan should
be taking a mpjor role in shaping our future
and maki ng sure that it's a future built on
renewabl es so that we New Yorkers can have a
future. That's where our priorities should

be. The priorities should not be one of
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enabling the oil and gas conpanies to
conti nue increasing their profits while our
heal th, our climte, our |andscape, and our
food should go to hell in a hand basket.

In fact, this plan is not even really a
pl an because it doesn't outline clearly
where we need to be and then tell us how to
get there. It can better be described as a
coll ection of predictions, predictions which
wi ||l becone a self-fulfilling prophecy in
t he absence of any serious attenpt to set a
course which will be in New York State's
true best interest.

As just an exanple, this plan only
commts to neasuring the reduction of one
gr eenhouse gas, carbon di oxi de, before 2030;
but the intergovernnental panel on clinate
change has said that nethane is 34 tines
nore potent as a greenhouse gas than carbon
di oxi de over a hundred-year period and 86
times nore potent over 20 years. Wiy then
i s nethane being ignored? This appears to
be very blatant favoritismtoward the oi

and gas i ndustry.
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The draft plan also | acks targets for
energy efficiency and commts to efficiency
programs only through 2020. It encourages
t he use of what it calls alternative fuel
vehicles, which are likely to be based on
usi ng natural gas instead of establishing
specific targets to advance el ectric and
hydr ogen fuel -cell technol ogy.

In what is probably its nost gl aring
deficiency, this plan nmakes no nmenti on
what soever of the 2013 study headed up by
Stanford University Professor Mark Jacobson
whi ch shows how New York can switch entirely
to renewabl es by 2030. Very sinply put,
switching to renewabl es right away i s what
we need to do in order to attenpt to avoid
t he worst-case scenarios of climte
catastrophe. It is very clear that the next
20 years wll be crucial in that regard. So
t hen why are we not doing this? This energy
pl an does not even specify what our energy
portfolio wll |ook Iike; how nmuch energy
w il conme fromwhat sources. |Is that

because the intention is for nost of it to
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cone from natural gas?

Well, |I haven't even nmentioned nucl ear
power or the Indian Point plant until now,
and the reason is because it seens so
obvi ous that we shouldn't even be
consi dering such a dangerous source of
energy. Gkay. Do you want to call it clean
because you don't snell anything or see
anything? It's radioactive. It's
dangerous. It will kill wus.

Thi s plan nmust be revised to include
much nore aggressive goals for devel opnent
of solar, wnd and ot her sustai nabl e energy
technol ogy. It nust establish nmuch nore
anbi ti ous goals for energy efficiency, and I
would like to insist on rmuch nore rapid
reductions in em ssions of all greenhouse
gases, and that neans net hane, not only CQ2.
Anything less is conpl etely unaccept abl e.

The people of New York State will not
stand for it. W insist on an energy plan
that will not destroy our health, our
climate and our future. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.
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Next up is David Doll, followed by
Judi t h Canepa.

First may | just ask for a process
remark or we would |like to keep the coments
to five mnutes, and Valerie wll rem nd
you. Thank you very nuch.

MR Doll: Thank you. M nane is Dave
Doll. | amwth a group here in Brooklyn.
W are the Citizens Agai nst the Rockaway,
Coal i ti on agai nst the Rockaway Pipeline
where they want to run a pipeline through
Gateway National Recreation Area, an area
that was set up for New Yorkers by an act of
Congress a long tine ago because they
realized we need a place to unwi nd. W
can't all afford to go to the Hanptons and
to the Jersey Shore. So we have a place to
go called Riis Park. It's a beautiful jewel
of a beach here in New York, accessible by
bus, by transit, and it's a wonderful place,
and they want to turn it into an industri al
park. So right off the bat we have sone
probl ens here. You know, this is

unaccept abl e.
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My mnd is all over the place. The
gent | eman who was speaki ng about the safety
of nucl ear power before m ght want to talk
to the corpses from Chernobyl, Fukushi na,
peopl e who got sick from Three-M 1| e | sl and,
all of these different cases that nuclear
power is not safe. So that's kind of pretty
sel f - evi dent .

| have net a lot of people in this anti-
fracking thing that's going on who are
trying to educate people that we believe
what's wong about fracking, and | have net
peopl e in Pennsyl vani a who have becone sick
fromthe fracking process. Their water has
becone polluted. While we are waiting for
M. Cuonp to cone out with his report to say
whet her or not it's safe or not, | nean, |
woul d |'i ke anybody who thinks fracking is
safe to drink sone fracked water and drink
some of the water that's been com ng out of
people's wells after fracking has happened.
You may have a | ake with a hundred thousand
people living around it and nobody wants to

have fracking. One person does it, and the
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wat er gets polluted for everybody. It's a
cancer on our society.

| think it's amazing that there is a
group of nuns in Kentucky, and |I can't
remenber the order now, but | saw this
thing, the Sisters of Loretto, and the
sisters have been there for, | believe, 165
years on this property. They have been
stewards of the property, and they have
lived off the land there. They have been
doing a wonderful job of it. They m nd
t heir business and are not causi ng any
envi ronnent al degradati on, and the fracking
conpani es have basically cone al ong and sai d
we want to run a pipe through your property,
and the sisters said, we don't want to do
that. So the conpany has basically said,
well, other people in your comunity are
anenable to this, so you can either play
along with us or we are just going to get --
you know, use what-you-ma-call-it, em nent
domai n and get what we want anyway, so why
don't you just take sone noney and go away?

And so | think they have picked a battle
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that m ght be nore than they thought of, you
know, going after sone nuns.

And | nean, this is -- it's pretty
outrageous, isn't it, that this occupying
force of energy conpani es who are basically
the sane thing as our subprine nortgage.
It's the sane people who are behind these

conpanies. This isn't about American energy

i ndependence. |It's not about cl ean energy
for our country or anything. 1It's all about
gr eed.

You know, ny girlfriend was in the
hospital at Mainonides in Brooklyn recently,
and | | ooked out fromthe tenth fl oor.

There was a | obby there that in between
tests and all you can go just kind of | ook
out on the land there. And there is not

one -- | | ooked, | could see Bayside, all
the way out to Rockaways. You don't see one
sol ar power. And Jersey is nunmber two in
the country in solar, and New York is really
| aggi ng behind. And if we don't get our act
together, | think our bodies -- | amnot a

sci ence teacher, but | think our bodies are
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83 percent water so basically we are just
| uggi ng around water, and if we don't
protect our water, we are dead. W are
dooned.

So it's up to you guys, and | thank you
for being here, as we are telling what you
we know about it and the science is show ng,
we are hoping that you understand that this
i nvol ves all of us, no natter what your
religion is, how nmuch noney you have, we al
need water; and w thout water, we are really
up the creek without a paddle.

So | hope that sonehow common sense is
going to rule, and it's not going to be
noney because nmoney is going to ruin this
whol e thing. If we keep being greedy and
letting greed run the gane, we are in
t roubl e.

| nmean, the subprine nortgage caused a
| ot of pain and a lot of grief, but once we
ruin our water supply, there is nothing
left. Capiche? Have a nice day.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Judith Canepa fol |l owed

by Robert Al pern.
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M5. CANEPA: | am Judith Canepa, and |
amwith the New York Clinmate Action G oup
and al so again the Coalition Against the
Rockaway Pi peline, and this is a federal
project, this pipeline. However, the State
of New York has a part to play in it, and so

when | think of the term"bridge fuel, "

particularly for nmy group, | think of a gas
fuel line going under a bridge. That's how
| see it as a bridge fuel. 1It's a line

that's already been laid fromKings Plaza
Shoppi ng Center all the way down to and
under the Marine Park Bridge.

The only other way | can see gas as a
bridge fuel is the inage in ny mnd is you
build a bridge off of a cliff and you have
nothing to hold the bridge up and eventual ly
you run out of materials and the bridge
crunbles and we fall into the chasm of
runaway climate change, and this is fuel
that's being given preference in the energy
plan. | find it very sad.

| see that M. Norris is with the

Departnent of Environnental Conservation,
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and | think the word "conservation" is the
key here. If we tal k about renewabl e
energy, and we talk about the other ideas
t hat we have, we still have to consider the
unsexy but essential answer to our energy
woes is to use less. W can certainly do
that, and we need the State to | ead the way
in using less. One of the ways that we can
use |l ess energy, and it's pretty
interesting, and I don't know if you have
heard about it, | know you heard about
fracking. | know you heard about the -- |
know you heard all of these things. So I
repeat them but you have heard them One
of the interesting other ideas that nmaybe
you haven't heard about is called the
passi ve house.

You have? Maybe you have. The passive
house, it's an envel ope around your house.
It cuts the energy needs in the wntertine
and the summer. It insulates the house to
such a degree that in northern European
countries that are using passive house

t echnol ogy they have barely turned on their
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furnace. Al the heat com ng out of the
refrigerator, the heat -- the heat that's
com ng out of all the appliances, the heat
that's com ng out of the people and the
dogs, really do heat the house because the
heat doesn't escape. It's just one idea.

| think it's tinme for us all to be bold,
to shed our titles and our official
desi gnations and recogni ze that we are -- we
are being asked -- it's in our hands right
now, the future of life on Earth, and New
York State has a part to play. New York
state is not China or this country it's --
but it's a leading state, and it's an
influential state, and we have a part to
pl ay; and the part we have to play right now
IS so exquisitely crucial. | ask you to go
beyond what your duties and assignnents are
and | recognize that we are fighting for
your |lives here, all of our lives and your
children. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you very much.

We have Robert Al pern to be foll owed by
Al ex Beauchanp.
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MR ALPERN. | will try and be brief. |
have three questions, | have already raised

them wi th Chai rman Rhodes and M. Norris,
but I do think that the answers to these
questions help to frane the hearing.

One of the questions is: Wat is the
significance that there is nothing about
nucl ear or fracking in Volume 1, which is
the plan itself? | think if you can explain
that, it will go -- it will help to nake
t hese nore productive heari ngs.

A second question is, relates to the
forthcom ng NYSERDA report on energy
efficiency and renewabl e resource
devel opnent, which is referred to in the
t echni cal appendi x. More information about
that report and when it's going to be out,
why it really hasn't helped -- why it is not
out already would be, | think, inmportant as
well since it goes to an inportant part of
t he energy picture.

A third issue for ne is making sure that
we have contact information for all nenbers

of the New York State Energy Pl anni ng Board,
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i ncluding the three that are appoi nted and
are not heads of state agencies. So in fact
t hat we can di al ogue with them and
i ndependently of the hearing process if
that's necessary.

| do want to put in a plug for
reactivation of the New York State \Water
Resources Strategies. Under |egislation
t hat was passed in 1984, New York State
Energy -- New York State Water Resources
Pl anni ng Council was created with eight
agency heads and seven public nenbers of
which | was one actually. The Strategies,
in fact, were issued in 1988. However, for
over a decade the council hasn't nmet for --
al though there is a requirenent for updates
every two years, those requirenents have not
been honored. Not only is this inportant
for the energy picture because of the tight
connecti on between energy and water as a
source, as an extraction elenent, as a
cooling elenent, as a disposal el enent,
there also is a -- tells us sonething about

the fate of statew de plans such as the
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Energy Plan. What's really needed is to
apply the State Water Resources Strategies
at the sanme tine as we nove forward with the
State Energy Plan. Thank you.
CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Al ex Beauchanp foll owed by A Jerry

Kr ener.

MR BEAUCHAMP: Thanks. | am Al ex
Beauchanp. | amthe Northeast -- literally
no one -- | amthe Northeast Region Director

of Food and Water Watch. W are a national
consumer organi zati on based here in New
Yor k.

So | want to start today by saying that
i f Governor Cuono's serious about investing
in climte change, he nust ban fracking.
This energy plan calls for 80 percent
reduction. Many people nentioned the
gr eenhouse gases by 2050. That goal sinmply
isn't attainable if Governor Cuonp opens the
state to hydraulic fracturing. So | urge
Governor Cuono and his adm nistration to
prove his commtnent on climte change by

banni ng fracking across the state, and this
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is inportant because the decision to all ow
fracking in New York would be a direct
contradiction to any pronmse to | ead the
state on climate change. Not only w ||
all ow ng fracking in New York increase our
dependence on dirty fossil fuels we nust
turn away from but it will also greatly
contribute to em ssions that further warm
and di srupt the clinmate.

Carbon dioxide is emtted from burning
natural gas and contributes significantly to
gr eenhouse gases, including carbon di oxi de.
The carbon di oxi de emtted from burning
natural gas contributes significantly to
climate change; but it's not just about
carbon di oxide, unfortunately. Fracked
natural gas rel eases nmassi ve anounts of
nmet hane into the atnosphere during the
extraction process and transport of the gas.
We know that nethane is an extrenely,
extrenely potent greenhouse gas. |In fact,
33 nore efficient at trapping heat than
carbon dioxide is over a hundred years and

in the short termit's even worse, a hundred
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times nore potent than carbon di oxi de over
20 years. Increasing evidence including a
study | ead by researchers at the Nati onal
Cceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm ni stration
I ndi cates that nethane em ssions from
fracki ng-rel ated operations have routinely
been underestimated by both industry and the
Envi ronnental Protection Agency. G ven the
magni t ude of these em ssions fromthese
studies it's clear that allowing fracking in
New Yor k dashes any chance we have of
keepi ng greenhouse gases | evel bel ow what
scientists say are necessary to avoid really
cat astrophi ¢ consequences.

And the sinple truth is that you can't
be -- Governor Cuonp can't be ahead on
climte change and nove forward with
fracking. You sinply can't do both, and so
I know this plan says relatively little, but
not none, but relatively little about
whet her we shoul d open the state to
fracking. It does, as others have
ment i oned, though, relied heavily on fracked

gas from ot her states.
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So | urge Governor Cuonb to correct this
egregious flaw. New Yorkers are already
experienci ng disastrous effects of climte
change. It's tine to nove aggressively away
fromfossil fuels towards a truly renewabl e
energy future. Instead this plan under
consideration locks us into years of nore
fossil fuels consunption, and we are at a
crisis. Switching out one fossil fuel for
another sinply isn't enough any nore. |It's
not enough to get it done in New York. W
really shouldn't be spendi ng anot her dine on
fossil fuels infrastructure. Yet this plan
explicitly pronotes the accel erati on and
expansi on of natural gas specifically for
Initiatives 6, 8 and 9.

Finally, | think soneone el se nmenti oned
this but, but follow ng the draft docunent
we are tal king about an energy pl an
sonething of a msnoner. There is a |ot of
pages. There is not, in fact, a | ot of
pl anning. The docunent relies heavily on
fl awed energy forecasts, and I w | just

give a couple of exanples. One is the
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docunent's own data showed w nd and sol ar
producti on doubled from 1990 to 2012. This
far out paces every other energy source,
i ncludi ng natural gas. Despite the plan
predicts a dismal future for anem c grow h.
It actually slows to zero in 2020. So using
t hese ki nd of dubious forecasts to predict
the future, the plan becones sonething of a
self-fulfilling prophecy. Instead of
passively relying on forecasts, Governor
Cuono should | ead a course toward a true
renewabl e future wth aggressive targets
w th devel opnent of renewabl e energy and a
ranpi ng down our reliance on fossil fuels
that got us into this problemin the first
pl ace.

And so | will close by urging Governor
Cuonpb and NYSERDA to go back to the draw ng
board. | think this energy plan, we at the
Food and Water Watch feel it's just fatally
flawed. The reliance on dirty and call for
expanded use of fracked gas from ot her
states nake it a conplete non-starter.

CGover nor Cuono should i nstead be a true
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| eader on climate change by banni ng
fracking, creating a visionary plan to | ead
New York away from fossil fuels and towards
renewabl e energy. | want to thank you guys
for being here, and that's all | got.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

A. Jerry Krener foll owed by Reginald
Bowman.

MR KREMER: Good afternoon, M.
Chairman. | amthe chairman of the New York
Af f ordabl e Energy Alliance. W have been in
exi stence now for ten years. W have 150
menbers. It was fornmed after the bl ackout.
| would say in addition to that we are
pr obably the nore broader-based energy
policy group here in the state. W hold
hearings and foruns. W are interested in
getting the right information out.

First of all, I want to commend this
panel and the staff for nmaking this effort.
| sat in the state |l egislature for 23 years.
| wote the original power plant siting | aw
back in the '70s. | worked with the

| egi sl ature on the revisions to the current
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one, which was clearly a step forward for a
| aw t hat was badly in need of revision, and
| congratul ate the State and the panel on
this energy plan in its earliest stages,
which is what it is.

| don't candidly think that New York
State has the luxury of starting out with an
energy plan that rules out every conceivabl e
form of energy that we can use other than
one or two. | know there is so nmuch
di scussi on today about solar and w nd, and |
participated in a panel two years ago wth
T. Boone Pickens, who put his hand on ny
shoul der and said, "Son, the sun doesn't
shi ne often enough in New York and the w nd
doesn't blow often enough for me to i nvest a
doll ar here."

And it was a fascinating comment. If |
was an i nvestnent banker in the city of
Chi cago, and | was | ooking at the State of
New York where | was sitting on billions of
dollars in funds, | don't think I would want
to cone here because the rhetoric throughout

the state is what people don't want. |
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think at this stage you don't have the
| uxury of ruling out anything; whether it's
natural gas or whether it's nucl ear or
whether it's LNG | don't think it would be
fair to the people of this state until we
create a real bridge to the future, which we
don't have right now. There is no such
thing. Maybe 20 years from now there are
going to be nany perfected processes for
delivering energy, but we just don't have
them now, and to cavalierly say, let's shut
this one down and take this out of your plan
| think is a |eap forward.

On the issue of wind, | mght point out
t he chai rman of ConEd today made a st at enent
t hat he has abandoned the wi nd project from
t he ConEd perspective because, as he put it,
t he cost exceeds the benefits. Quote,
unquot e.

| attended a hearing five years ago on
Long Island for the construction of a w nd
farmfacility off of Jones Beach, and a
t housand peopl e showed up at the hearing to

protest visual pollution. That project
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never went forward.

So the problemwi th this as Senat or
Mazi arz from Western New York will tell you
that a wind proposal to build a nodest w nd
farmin his district attracted 800 people in
opposition and only two peopl e who spoke for
it. So there are a lot of pitfalls wth
trying to do creative things.

We still have a big energy denmand goi ng
on in New York State. W thought by 2015 we
woul d reduce energy demand by 15 percent.

I nstead the denmand keeps growing by -- in
the case of this year 2.6 percent, and it's
going to keep going on. After every heat
wave that also points out the fact that a

|l ot of our facilities are aged, where they
are tal king about trying to get repowering
for a nunber of plants, costs are very, very
hi gh.

We do need cl eaner sources of energy.

We need anything that's going to inprove our
i nfrastructure, and then one of the things
that this panel has to be m ndful of is that

gover nnent regul ati ons shoul d not
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necessarily interfere with new i deas, and we
think that's a crucial thing. |f people
conme forward with new concepts and new
i deas, they shouldn't face, not only the
prospect of increased taxes on al nost
anyt hing, but the fact that the governnent
after saying cone on in and spend the noney
passes regul ati ons which are deterrents.

We do have the highest rates in the
nati on, and the decision of PSC to spend
$800 million of ConEd and Rapad's nobney as
an alternative to Indian Point is just
anot her burden on the consuner. |If Indian
Point is going to be relicensed -- and |
don't doubt in nmy mnd that the NRC w ||
eventual |y, after years of court battles and
everything else, |license Indian Point based
on their conclusion a long tine ago that
it's safe.

VWhat we can | earn about cl osing power
pl ants, the object |esson is the Shoreham
Power Plant. The people on Long |Island are
still paying every day for the closure of

t he Shoreham Power Pl ant. People want to
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tal k about clean air, and there is no
question in ny mnd that nuclear is clean,
but also we have to start focusing on the
econom ¢ i npact of shutting down pl ants:
The job that are lost, the taxes that are --
there is nobody to pay them and in effect
the deterioration of the community.

And Indian Point, | think it speaks for
itself. It's there. 1It's clean. And as
far as | amconcerned, it neets all our
st andar ds.

| congratul ate the panel for |istening,
and you are going to hear a | ot around the
state. | can only tell you one thing. | am
amazed as an observer who has travel ed
around this state that people who |ive al ong
the ten counties that border Pennsyl vani a
each day | ook over that border and see
peopl e wor ki ng, and see people |iving,
peopl e surviving, people not dying. So the
whol e concept is -- by the way, you can't
relate fracking to everything being bad.
This concept of the Liberty Project out in

t he ocean people say they don't want it
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because it leads to fracking. There is no
real connect. You can't keep saying no
fracking and no other form of energy. They
are irrevocably |inked.

Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Regi nal d Bowran fol |l owed by Martha
Carmer on.

MR. BOAWAN:. Good afternoon. M nane is
Regi nal d Bowman, and | amglad to foll ow
this gentl eman because sone of his views are
surprisingly simlar to ny own because |
really believe that if you are going to talk
about the energy in our state, you have to
realize that while you are planning for the
future, we are dealing with the ongoi ng
demand for consistent energy 24 hours a day
and seven days a week. And it is
unbel i evably surprising that as nmany peopl e
in this room and | respect everyone's
intelligence, and, you know, reasons for
wanting to have changes, do not realize that
If you are going to nmake changes and nuake

pl ans, you have to be reasonabl e enough to
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deal wth the consistent delivery of energy
services in our city.

| amthe president of the Cityw de
Council of Presidents, and | represent all
of the famlies that live in public housing
in the Gty of New York, and this is not the
first time that | have testified before a
panel, and | support the licensing of Indian
Point primarily because -- well, let's hear
it -- primarily because at this point the
alternatives that are bei ng presented,
whet her they are wi nd, solar, or whatever
alternatives, none of themare actually
bei ng i npl enented in tinme enough to conti nue
to supply power for this region, and the
econom c inpact that this would have if we
are going to all of a sudden start shutting
t hi ngs down and have nothing to replace them
woul d create, not only an unnecessary
econom c shift, but it wll create hardships
for alot of people in a lot of different
i ndustri es.

| think that practical approach to all

of this in planning for the future is to not
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t ake adversarial positions against each
other and say that this is bad, this is
worse, and let's shut this down and shut
t hat down because it |eads to nowhere, and
the institutions that -- or the nachinery of
the plants that are running and w | |
continue to run anyway. It is inmportant, I
think, for us to understand that if we shut
t hese things down, the energy -- if you shut

down | ndian Point, the energy that we depend

on this side of the state wll create a
probl em because we w Il have | ess energy.
W will have to pay nore for it, and it wll

have a trickling econom c inpact on everyone
who works and lives in this side of town
t hat depends on that energy com ng in here.
So again, | understand your opposition
to the past. | understand the necessity of
change, and | understand the necessity for
dealing with all of the gl obal changes that
have happened in ny lifetinme; but | also
under stand the fact that you got a
consistent need for energy in New York City

that is being supplied by the sources that
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are supplying it now.

To propose the future you have to be
practical, and in proposing the future you
can't just switch off the lights and wait to
have sonething to replace it because New
York is not going to stop running, and
neither is the rest of the state.

So ny proposal is to relicense, to stop
spendi ng so nuch noney fighting each ot her
Rel i cense the Indian Point, and then sit
down and reason together |ike people for the
future of all of us involved because all of
us are in the sane boat, and right now t he
debate and the noney that's bei ng spent
fighting each other is not really
accompl i shi ng anyt hing, and those of us that
need this energy and that are having to go
back to work or com ng back into the
econony, we need to be able to have
af f ordabl e energy because we all rely on it
every day. Everybody has got a cell phone.
Everybody has got all of these things that
we are relying on.

So let's, | think, be reasonabl e. e
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need to make sure that energy is consistent
and sustai ned and then sit down and put
together a plan so that we can create
sust ai nabl e energy and keep what is working
wor ki ng so that those of us that are
dependent on it can continue to use it.

So | support relicensing Indian Point.
| think it's inportant to keep that source
comng, so that in the years while everybody
i's debating on what we are going to do for
the future, we wll still have an affordable
source of energy for your conmmunity. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you very much.

And may | just pick up on a word that
you used, "cell phone.”™ Al of those that
have them let's shut off our phones.

Mart ha Cameron to be foll owed by Danon
Cabbagest al k.

MS. CAMERON:. My nane is Martha Caneron.
| amwith dimte Action Brooklyn for Peace,
and al so Coalition Agai nst the Rockaway
Pipeline. | didn't cone here with typed up

notes, which is probably a bad thing. |
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have been listening to what everybody has
been saying. Gbviously, fromthe
organi zations that | cited, you know where |
stand on fracking, and you know where |
stand on natural energy, and you know where
| stand on renewable energy. So | don't
know that | need to really repeat all of
t hat .

| was interested in the last two are
speakers and al so the speaker from SHARE.
The point was nade that we don't have enough
wi nd or solar power in this state to
interest T. Boone Pickens in investing here.
The fact of the matter is ny electric bill
for the last year -- | just finished doing
my taxes -- was $281 for the entire year.
And nost of that cost was the $17.95 that |
have to pay to ConEdi son every nonth to keep
a neter in ny cellar. | have sol ar panels
on ny roof, and I am one of four brownstones
i n ny nei ghborhood with solar panels. W
could solarize this city. And we could take
care of 40 percent of our peek electrical

need in the sumrer if we put up 500, 000
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sol ar panels on rooftops. W should start
Wi th putting solar panels on all of our
public institutions, on our public schools.
This is a demand that we, as a group, are
going to be placing on our new Mayor
DeBl asio, but it is also a demand that we
make of our governnent.

Now | am deeply disturbed because as |
went out the door today mnmy husband said to
me, oh, it seens that Energy Secretary Mniz
Is putting pressure on Cuono for fracking in
New York State. Nowit's very hard to fight
on so many levels. W have Gbhama's
al | - of -t he-above plan, which is basically an
all-fossil-fuels-all-the-way plan. Now we
are having to fight his energy secretary
interfering in New York State. This is not
a good situation for us.

When everybody tal ks about how cl ean
nucl ear power is, | think back a few decades
when | had four kids staying in ny house who
were from Chernobyl. They didn't think that
nucl ear energy was so clean. They were here

to get treatnent. People are dying still in
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the Soviet Union, and they will be dying for
years in Japan. W should not be all ow ng
t he conti nuati on of nuclear power plants in
this country. W need to shut down I ndi an
Poi nt now before 15 mllion people are
nucl eated or whatever the word is. W need
to start making the transition now.

If we go with fracked gas, we are, first
of all, turning or state into an extractive
i ndustry state. This is a major economc
turn. It wll be very bad. It would be
very good in the short run for the T. Boone
Pi ckens of this world. It wll be very bad
for the rest of us. And after approxi nately
6 to 10 years there will be no nore gas in
New York State because it is not the rich
source of fracked gas that Pennsylvania is.
There is a strip right along the border
there, the sweet spot, so-called. W are
going to plowit out in no tine at all and
in the process we are going to destroy the
thing that is infinitely nore precious that
we have a whole lot |less of on this planet.

We have | ess than three percent of the water
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that's in this planet is fresh water and a
great deal of it is concentrated in Ontario
and in New York State. And we are pl anning
to destroy it. R ght now we can | ook at
half the country that's in a terrible
drought. W have got 11 states that are in
crisis, and we should recogni ze that water
is the nost essential elenent that we have.
W need arable soil. W can't have arable
soil. You can't grow food on soil that has
been exposed to ground water that's poi soned
w th fracked fl uids.

One of the things that disturbed nme
about the opening statenent you nade was the
enphasi s on market forces in this so-called
pl an. Energy nust becone a public good. W
need to put it into the hands of the

governnent and take it away fromthe

privatized section -- sector. |It's that
that drives up the cost. |It's that that
makes for chaos in our energy plan. It's

that that neans that New York City residents
are paying extraordinarily high rates.

The other thing I would lIike to point
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out is we are tal king about a plan of going
to total renewables by -- 80 percent
renewabl es by 2050 and 50 percent renewabl es
by 2030, and yet the I PCC, which is an
extrenmely conservative international body,
says we have 15 years before we face
irreversible climate change. Irreversible
means it's over. It's over. | have nine
grandchildren. My youngest grandchild wll
be 15 years old in 15 years. M oldest w |
be 35. | don't want that future for them
I want themto have a future where there is
water, where there is food.

We can live without gas. W can live
w thout oil. W can |live w thout coal, but
we cannot |ive w thout water and food, and
that's what this fight is about.

Edith Kantrow tz nenti oned the issue of
just transition, and it's conme up a couple
of tines. Wen we are tal king about the
true plan for New York State, and this is
what | nean by maki ng energy for public
good. We need to take into account the

comunities that are currently essentially
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conpany towns for the power plants. W need
to take into consideration the 375 workers
at Indian Point. W need to pension them
out at full pension even if they are not
eligible yet. Gve themthe noney. Shut
down I ndian Point, but transition them
justly to new jobs. W need their new jobs
or pension. If we rely totally on building
of the nmassive build-out of fracked gas that
we are doing right now, what we are doing is
creating path dependency. W w il be stuck
with that infrastructure for 50 years. And
we haven't got 50 years. | keep saying this
to you over and over. W have 15 years. W
need to take back 15 year period and put in
sol ar panels all over the place. W need to
put in wind farms and not the LNG |iberty
Port Anmbrose thing that's planned out there
on Long Beach. W need to stop building the
Constitution and the Rockaway and the
Spector Pipelines. W need to stop opening
up conpressor stations that are 500 feet
from peopl e's houses. W are poisoning the

people. W are industrializing our rural
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areas, and this is insane. And this is not
a plan that you have given us. This is a
prescription for death. W need a change
NOW.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you.

Rever and Danobn Cabbagestal k fol | owed by
Dr. Leonard Hatter.

REVERAND CABBACGESTALK: Hel | o. How ar e
you? M. Norris, M. Rhodes, Judith Lee?
This is not nmy first tinme appearing before
you. M nane is Reverand Danon L.
Cabbagestal k, Junior. | just want to say
briefly to you that this is not the only
section of Brooklyn, and there are many
i ndi vidual s that are not here that probably
wi sh to be here to represent Brooklyn. So
we need to go outside certain areas to reach
I ndi vi dual s as you can see the signs being
held up over there. They are from sone of
t hose areas that | am speaki ng about. Let
me just say that | am a pastor of Joppa
Christian Mnistries, and I amal so a human
rights leader if | may say.

We are tal king about energy, and we are
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tal ki ng about people's lives. Now we didn't
get this far by just sitting around the
tabl e dealing with nunbers and papers and
ink and papers. It was a struggle by the
people's voice. It was a struggle by a need
of action, and | heard the President say
that this is a year for action, | believe.
So the question here today is, whatever you
have in front of you or whatever have been
presented to you to do the right thing nust
be action. Mist be action. But allowne to
say that there are children invol ved here.
Not only adults, but children of the
community. Famlies throughout New York
Cty, they support -- they support -- you
may not see them here. They support the
I ndi an Point, and you may have a |i st of
sone of themthere, too. GCkay? Wat we are
dealing with is we are tal king about this
post-Hurricane Sandy era. | was out in Long
I sl and where we had no lights for over
16 days while those that at the top |evel
was getting the noney and then all of a

sudden saying | amgoing to retire. | am
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going to retire. And we are going to shut
this down. | was one of those who hel ped
organi ze out there to get that to where it
was, to |l ook into what was goi ng on out
there. Snow as it is here, no electricity.
No -- just eating out of a can. |
under st and because | have been part of that,
but I want to say to you today that we are
al so rate payers in this, and we need
af fordabl e, affordable rate pay. W need a
systemthat's going to work, and we need a
systemthat's going to be clean. GOkay. W
need change, but we don't need the sane
change t hat has been going on with the
bureaucracy as those that call thensel ves
the political |eaders that have been chosen,
cal |l ed throughout the denocracy to help the
people of the land. It just does not work
any nore. Look around. You read the
papers, | am assum ng, every day. You watch
CNN.  You watch New York 1. Look around
you. It's all fallen. Everything that we
have created is going to pieces on us. Wy?

Because we choose not to do the right thing.
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You know what the right thing is. You have
the statistics. You have different stories,
different testinopnies. But the realities of
the facts still remains: Wat are you goi ng
to do about it? Wat are you going to do
about it? This nust ensure that it is safe
and reliable and af fordabl e energy for us.
We strongly urge you to continue to operate
t he I ndi an Poi nt.

| need water. You need water. | heard
the gentl eman say that our body is nmade up
of -- what do we do without it? W all die.
God saw that it was tine for us to get a
cleansing in the city so he sent sone
showers today so we could nove our cars and
get out of our houses and get back to work.
The reality of the fact is we are not in
control. W need to really seriously sit
down and take a | ook at what we are dealing
with to nove forward because it's not that
many years left for any of us on this earth.
So if we are going to do sonething, we need
to do it right, and we need to do it now.

And | want to thank you for hearing ne out,
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and let this not be the last tine that you
hear ny voi ce because we need voi ces that
are right today, not belittling sound, but
that are right. Thank you and God bl ess
you.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Leonard Hatter foll owed by Jam e Mott.

REVERAND HATTER:  Good afternoon. My
nane i s Reverand Leonard Hatter. | amthe
counsel or of Courage to Change in the
Brownsvill e Community, al so representing the
churches in our community, but | cone here
today to tal k about and be a part of the
openi ng of -- the remaini ng openi ng of the
I ndian Point. The relicensing the |Indian
Poi nt Energy Center is a great -- is a right
nove for Brooklyn | ow incone African and
Cari bbean Anerican famlies. Wth asthma
great and is already at the crisis |evel
t hroughout the | ow i nconme Brooklyn, we need
nore clean energy. W need nore cl ean
energy like Indian Point, not fewer. Asthnma
I's anong the | eadi ng causes of

hospitalizati ons and m ssed school days for
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African and Cari bbean Anericans' children in
New York City; and if closed, |ndian Point
woul d be replaced with the sane dirty power
pl ants that currently put our children at
risk fromthe beginning. Despite the fact
that our children and seniors are nore at
risk for asthma and that the air quality in
New York City is already in violation of
federal standards, the voice of |ow incone
Br ookl yn has been sil enced up until now.
Br ookl yn religious conmunity is united in
t he belief that New York has energy; that
New Yor k energy future nmust be clean and
free from greenhouse gas.

The crucial first step towards securing
t he clean energy future is keeping Indian
Poi nt open and opportunities and operati onal
for many years to cone. Religious
i nstitutions throughout Brooklyn recognize
t hat I ndian Point provides the clean, safe
and affordable energy in New York City. New
York City needs in order to curb cl ean
pol l uti on and reduce asthma rates throughout

our nei ghborhoods; we al so understand t hat
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nucl ear power is a safe and proven way to
produce greenhouse gas.

| just want to say -- stop there and
say, | have three children that suffer from
asthma. Do you know what it is to have a
child trying to breathe, to gasp for air on
a summer afternoon? Do you know what it is
to take themto the park on a sumrer
afternoon and they can barely breathe? Do
you know what it is to have the school call
you and saying, we are on our way to the
hospital with your child because she could
barely breathe? W need Indian Point to
stay open. Qur seniors with heart
problems -- we need Indian Point to stay
open because we need clean air.

| amin Canarsie. |If you are anywhere
around Canarsie and you see in the school s
the asthma rate has risen to no end because
our children, and the sad thing that to see
is many of our children in our school system
and in our communities suffering wth asthnma
and gaspi ng from ast hma t oday.

So | welcone Indian Point to stay open
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so that our children and our famlies
t oget her can grow and breathe fresh air,
good energy air. | thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you very nmuch.

Jame Mott foll owed by Tom Ryan.

M5. MOTT: | apologize, | don't have
notes with ne. | amkind of just speaking
off the cuff, so | want just to address
certain points that people have nade.

| have a chronic illness. | don't know
how | got it or where it cane from Doctors
don't really know, but it pretty much
devastated ny life. | used to really |ike
who | was when | was healthy, and | can
honestly say that | struggle to find new
ways to like nyself currently. [It's just
very challenging, and I don't wish this on
anybody, and | am very concerned about what
W Il happen to our water supply if we go
forward with fracking in New York, and if we
open up a whol e industry centered around,
you know, fracked gas.

You know, people make the point a | ot

that, you know, all of this fracking creates
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jobs, but | also wanted to address what
happens when you get a disability is that
you | ose your ability to work, so the jobs
t hat you have you can't do any nore. So |
wanted to address, | think, people with
disabilities I think they have like -- |
don't know the fact exactly -- but it's I
think a 20 to 30 percent enploynent rate.
So unenpl oynent does get created around | oss
of heal t h.

So what's the other point that | wanted
to -- well, just sonething that's shocki ng
tonme is | amfromCalifornia, and | used to
t each about gl obal warm ng, and there was
t his conputer prediction of what woul d
happen if, you know, sea |levels rose. And
one exanpl e was, you know, a conputer
simul ati on of what coul d happen to
Manhattan. So it was shocki ng when | noved
here and that | saw that conputer sinmulation
inreal life. So you know, gl obal warm ng
is very real, and it's happening here, and I
guess | really hope that New York wll be a

| eader in this, in creating new renewabl e
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sources instead of going down the sane path
of using non-renewabl e energy.

| al so wanted to comment about how when

there is the political will and the economc

Wil to create new solutions, they are
definitely possible. M brother works for
Tesla Motors, and Elon Musk is a big | eader
in renewabl e technol ogy, and right now they
are creating new battery technol ogy that
will be able to store solar power for a | ot
| onger, so that way it's sonething that
peopl e can use in their own hone a | ot

easi er.

So it's like when the will is there,
these things really are possible. So |
beseech you all to, you know, really think
and i f you are havi ng troubl e naking
deci si ons about what to do, go to
Pennsyl vani a yourself and see what is
happening |i ke on ground -- on the ground
| evel because | feel like that will really
hel p you to make these really difficult
decisions for the future of New York and

humanki nd. Thank you.
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CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Tom Ryan, to be foll owed by Marge Schab.

MR. RYAN. Good afternoon. M nane is
Tom Ryan. | would |like to nmake a coupl e of
apol ogies. | amnot a professional orator.
That's why | have witten ny coments down
so save everybody from stameri ng and
stuttering. | amalso a native-born
Br ookl ynite, so please excuse ny gruff
voice. | amnot used to a m crophone.

Once again, ny nane is Tom Ryan. |
serve as the assistant business manager for
Boi | ermakers Local 5, which covers New York
State and Long |sland throughout the
m d- Hudson region and to the North Country.
On behal f of ny union brothers and sisters
t hroughout New York City, Long Island,
upstate, and nost inportant, Brooklyn, I
t hank you for hol ding today's heari ngs.

To keep the lights on and revitalize our
econony, it is critical that we take a
realistic and bal anced approach to
saf eguardi ng our energy future. This wll

require that New York continues to support
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cl ean, safe and reliabl e power resources
such as nucl ear, natural gas and hydropower
sources within the State of New York. The
conti nued devel opnent of alternative energy
resources such as w nd, sol ar, geothernal,
et cetera, may al so be inportant to
conpl enment New York's basel oad power
infrastructure. Additionally, utilizing the
| atest technology to turn fossil fuel
resources into cl ean-burning basel oad energy
resources is critical to creating jobs,
especially with the new natural gas conbi ned
cycl e heat recovery steam generators in
addition to the selected catalytic reducers
and al so the air cooling condensers which
save our natural resources of water. Very
i mportant for New York. As well as the
cl ean coal sequestration, which I won't get
into now That's sonething else we are
definitely in favor of and woul d rather see
our noney go to that than wasting it on w nd
and sol ar research.

The plan has identified energy

efficiencies as the priority resource for






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

83

HEARI NG
nmeeting its nultiple objectives. Wile
ener gy conservation and efficiency nust be a
vital conponent of any State Energy Pl an,
you can't substitute that efficiency and
conservation at the expense of basel oad
power. No reasonabl e person i s agai nst
efficiency, but it won't be enough.

There are nmany solid issues within this
report. In particular, | recognize the
board for supporting the use of existing
ri ght-of-ways for transm ssion inprovenents.
This is vital to hel ping bring cheap energy
from upstate and Western New York, such as
Buf fal o and North Country, Oswego, et
cetera, to where it is needed in downstate
New York. This policy should be
strengt hened by prioritizing current and
future electrical system upgrades to prefer
I nstate power production over inporting
energy fromout-of-state and, nore
i nportantly, out-of-country sources, which I
wi |l touch upon later. This would address
the energy needs of te entire state by

all ow ng | ower cost resources to serve
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hi gher needs of the state. The New York
| ndependent System Operators reports nore
t han 80 percent of the state's high-voltage
transm ssion lines went into service before
1980. Forty percent of the existing
transm ssion systemw ||l likely need to be
repl aced over the next 30 years at an
esti mated cost of nmore than 25 billion.

And | believe that cones directly from
t he Energy -- Draft Energy Pl an.

As ny union brothers and sisters well
know, instate, instate power generation and
targeted upgrades are critical to the very
future of Central New York, Wstern New YorKk
and the North Country.

| would al so recogni ze the plan for
supporting additional research and
devel opnent in renewabl e energy. However,
once again, | nust voice concern with regard
to categorizing out-of-state, and nost
i mportantly, out-of-country fuel sources as
renewabl e and eligible to be receive New
York ratepayer dollars as part the Renewabl e

Portfolio Standard program Sendi ng our
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gr eenbacks beyond our borders wll export

our energy jobs. At the Boil ermakers, we

are ready to partner with the Adm nistration

to create jobs in New York State by New
Yorkers for New Yorkers. W firmy believe
t hat New York should be powered in New York
by New Yor kers.

Bet ween unpr ecedent ed weat her events
such as Superstorm Sandy and of course
Hurri cane Irene, and new records for
electric denmands in both sumer and w nter
seasons confirns that New York needs nore
energy, not | ess.

To mai ntai n and enhance our quality of
life, New York needs to keep expanding its
use of clean basel oad sources, particularly
I nstate nucl ear and hydro resources.

| ndi an Poi nt supplies enough power for
nearly one in every ten hones in our state,
and is in the mdst of applying for |icense
renewal .

As | nentioned before, | ama native

born -- Livingston Hospital, | just dated

nyself but -- and bred and born Brooklynite.
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About ten years ago noved up to the Yorktown

Hei ghts within the so-called ten-mle kill

zone. |It's a boy-neet-girl story, otherw se
we would still be in Brooklyn. Anyway, ny
four kids, ny wife, nyself all live within
that ten-mle kill zone, and nore

importantly | have worked there numerous

ti nmes, been in vapor containment, et cetera,
| amstill here to live about it -- talk
about it. So sonething to take into

consi derati on.

Last and nost inportantly, we oppose the
Chanpl ai n Hudson Power Express project and
urge the State to reconsider its support for
this ill-advised extension cord that w |
run from Canada to Queens. Attached to our
testinony is an open letter signed by the
Steanfitters, as well as other unions, |BW
and Utility Labor.

We are actually also calling for the
Presi dent of the United States and Congress
to reject this unnecessary and ill-advi sed
transm ssion line, and |I thank you for your

tinme. | see ny tinme is up.
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CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

Marge Schab -- | hope | have that
right -- and then Susan Fil guer as.
MS. SCHAB: | plan to do nore extensive

comments since | have anot her conference in
a couple nonths, but | felt very inportant
to cone here and hear all sides. | have to
say there are two things in ny mnd. There
has been a m suse of the word "entitlenment.’
And entitlenents of food stanps,
entitlenents of housing, entitlenments of
educati on, schol arshi ps, of Social Security,
Medi care, of veteran benefits, they are all
good entitl enents because they sew us all
t oget her and make us strong; and then |
realized there is another entitlenent that
we feel we are entitled, all of us, ne
I ncl uded, of endl ess use of energy in our
lives without really maki ng the necessary
changes that we nust.

We just had a union representative
tal ki ng about the aging infrastructure. W
have to face the fact that we have to do

things differently, and we have to face the






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

88

HEARI NG
fact that we cannot afford to nake New York
State a | arge manufacturing industrial zone.
As sonmeone said here, we need the soil. W
need the water, and we need the air. The
Weat her Channel just posted a whol e study of
the affection of how gas devel opnent has
ruined air in the Eagle Ford Shal e.

Air nmoves, and we cannot know about the
peopl e of (inaudible). | have net them and
there are tines that they cannot breathe.
There are children that live in that area.
W eat the food fromthat area. And the
conpressor stations exude all Kkinds of
chem cals that hurt the popul ation, and |
was al so shown the nmetering stations, and as
you | ook underneath all the pipes were
corrosive pipes, and it's only eight years
old, and this neans nethane | eaks and God
knows what el se because the gas has to pass
through it. And there is a whole process of
maki ng -- of bringing natural gas or shale
gas, which really negatively affects us all.

Ast hma, |ater we are going to see nore,

you know, severe chronic illnesses; and all
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these ill nesses and negativity and
i ndustrialization of our state, the costs of
that will fall on us, the taxpayers.
So | made a resolution, a resolution in
the new year, and it's hard to keep, but we

nmust all keep it. W have to really | ook at

reality of what faces us. W can't | ook and

accommodat e Pennsyl vani a by buil di ng the
infrastructure and the pipelines for the
Constitution Pipeline. W can't build the
LNG plant at Port Anbrose. W have to
honestly | ook because we can do it if we
want to. W have done it before. W wll
do it for our future. Let us face the
future honestly and do its -- work on the
renewabl es; work on retrofitting, work on
I nsul ation; work on changes in the way we
get around. Because the inportant thing is
to give life to the next generation.

So | ask you to turn away from al
fossil fuels. Even the ElIA says the only
fuel source or energy source that neets the
requi renents that we cannot suffer from

gl obal change is renewable. So let's be
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honest with ourselves and not nake nat ural
gas an infrastructure that devastates and
i ndustrializes our state, threatens our
food, threatens our air, threatens our
water; and let's face the real realities,
and New York State actually could be a
forefront for everybody else to nodel if we
did. So thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you very mnmuch.

Susan Fil gueras followed by Lois
Pi netree and ot her | ast speaker's nane we
have.

MS. FI LGQUERAS: Thank you. | would Iike

to say thank you first for comng here. |

can't work with mcrophones. It's in ny
face. If you don't -- it's |like. Ckay.
| want to say thank you. | have been

attending quite a few of these over the | ast
three years. | amfroma county call ed
Rockl and. Rockland is not on your public
site. You are not having a public hearing
there. Rockland isn't. Wstchester isn't.
Orange isn't. Putnamisn't. Duchess isn't.

Greene County isn't. Those are the counties
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t hat host a good part of New York State's
energy infrastructure. W have the
pi pelines. They are putting a brand new
44-inch high pressure gas |ine above ny head
where | live, the SPECTRA Al m Project 3.
The Chanpl ai n Hudson Power Express, an
extension cord from Hydro Quebec as a gift
to all of the workers and New York State
residents: No jobs, no nbney, no savings,
and em nent donmin, and the person who w ||
have to press the em nent domain is Governor
Cuono.

On CHPE' s front of their front page of
Chanpl ai n Hudson Power Express website he

says, he quoted as sayi ng the governor,

“"It's a great thing for Canada." | don't
live in Canada. | live here. | am
conf used.

You are the energy planning fol ks. Who
is the New York State Energy H ghway? Do
t he plans work together? Are they -- do
they nel d? Do we understand what one group
Is going for wwth the other group? |It's

frightening because | have been working the
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New Yor k State Energy H ghway, and |

apol ogi ze, | don't read The Federal Registry
with ny norning coffee. The Tines, | can
even get to the Wall Street Journal. The
Federal Registry defeats ne. | didn't know

this was here. The rest of the world
doesn't know it's here unl ess you are
followng it, unless you are trying to find
it.

| aminviting you to Rockland County to
cone to us and talk to us, the people who
host that energy infrastructure. W had two
power plants: The Bowine, the Lovett. W
have four high-pressure, high-vol une
i nterstate natural gas pipes that cross
Rockl and. The wires are even bigger. And
the insult is the Chanplain Hudson Power
Express, which will use em nent domain to

take our land to build an extension cord for

Canada.
The insult, the final piece of it -- and
| want you to know this -- is that the town

of Stony Point is a revolutionary war town.

We fought one of the nobst decisive
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engagenents of the revolution. W won. W
chased the British out. It was decisive in
an area where battles were not fought
deci sively. They were fought to a
standstill. The Chanpl ai n Hudson Power
Express will desecrate the Stony Point
battl efield where soldiers were buried where
t hey stood, where they stood, where they
died. And the planis, | don't know what
other word to use that's not insightive
(sic). They plan to disinter the Wl dron
Revol uti onary War and War of 1812 Cenetery,
whi ch was part of the original from Patton
from McCain. These are nen and wonen who
fought in the American Revol ution for our
right to stand here, your right to be chair
of the Energy Planning Board. These are the
men and wonen who stood up and said, we

believe. And now we are going to dig them

up.
So | amasking. | amconfused. | don't

have enough tine. | had to take the day

off. | conme fromMWest Point. | couldn't

find parking, God bless you guys. And ny
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question is: Wich is it? Is it an energy
plan? 1Is it an energy hi ghway?

Added to this, this is the
infrastructure that is going to Rockl and
County at 7.2 mles: A 1,000 negawatt hi gh-
tension electric line which will dig up our
ceneteries; a 44-inch high-pressure natura
gas line fromin front of the Lovett Power

Pl ant site across the Hudson Ri ver, which

wi || conme above ground at |ndian Point very
near the Spence Rye fuel -- | have to say
that slowy -- | am sorry.

Added to that, shipping will cross over

four high-pressure natural gas lines. The
44-inch, which is brand new, a 24, 22 and |
think a 28 that have been there for at | east

the last 30 years. And the West Poi nt

Power -- the West Point Power Express, West
Poi nt Power Partners -- excuse ne -- | am
sorry -- will cross the 44-inch high-

pressure gas line on Indian Point |and. |
am conf used.
Pl ease conme to Stony Point. Allowthe

peopl e who host all of this infrastructure
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to be heard by your group: Rockland,
Orange, Westchester, Putnam and Duchess. W
need to be heard, too. But | thank you for
com ng, and | thank you for allowing ne to
speak, and I think I can give you these.
This is a picture. And | also submtted --
oh, and | forgot the last thing, we are
goi ng to desalinate the Hudson River. W
are less than a nmile fromlndian Point, so
we'll have a desalination plant along with
t he t housand negawatts, along with the
44-inch high pressure gas nain. So | am
submtting the testinony | gave to the
Public Service Comm ssion on the United
Water Desal Plant, and we net with R chard
Kauf man at the first part of January of this
year. | have given you that as well

Pl ease conme to Rockl and County and hear
us. W really need a | ot of help because we
are confused. Two plants. Wwo do we talk
to? Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you very much.

Lois Pinetree?

MS. PINETREE: Thank you for having a






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

96

HEARI NG
m ke for short people. M nanme is Lois
Pinetree, and | ama New York Gty public
school teacher, and | am a nenber of the
CARP, the Coalition Agai nst the Rockaway
Pipeline. And the reason that | joined this
group is that part of New York State's
energy plan apparently and the federal
energy plan is to run a pipeline and install
a gas neter in station literally in the
m ddl e of nmy community garden at Fl oyd
Bennett Field, which is in the Gateway
Nat i onal ParKk.

Now, a community garden nay sound |ike
smal | potatoes conpared to the other issues
t hat have been di scussed here, but | want
you to know that we are one of the |argest
and ol dest community gardens in the nation
and we have between 300 and 500 gardeners.
I, personally, have been there gardening
since 1997, and | am one of the younger
menbers. And the idea that ny national park
that | had spent so nmany hours beautifying
and building the soil, fromnothing -- it

was sand -- building, bringing conpost in
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and building that soil, and the idea that it
is going to be polluted by a gas netering
station, which we know is going to | eak
sooner or l|later; and that very good
possibility that the birds and the wildlife
are going to be driven away. Perhaps you
have heard of the canary in the m nes.
Birds do not like -- mners take canaries
into the m nes because the birds will die if
there is a gas |leak, and they know that if
t hat happens, they have to get out of the
mne. Birds do not |ike nethane, and there
I's every good chance that this whole area
whi ch -- and Jamaica Bay Wldlife Preserve
is not so far away, and we have the
grassl ands, which is a big bird sanctuary.
These birds are just going to | eave in the
presence of an industrial facility that does
not belong in a national park. The nati onal
parks were created to be a haven from
i ndustry, not to be the place that industry
CONES.

But | think I digress because there were

sO many i ssues that were brought up today
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li ke Indian Point, and | amsorry a | ot of
t hose peopl e are not here now, but | ndian
Point is being apparently, to ny great
surprise, is being touted as safe, as clean.
Not hi ng could be further fromthe truth.
And also that it creates jobs and that we
are used to having it here. W are used to
having Indian Point. |It's there already so
we mght as well keep it. | think the
peopl e of Chernobyl and the peopl e of
Fukushi ma were al so used to having their
nucl ear power plants, and someone nenti oned
that, you know, | live nearby and there is
no problemand I walk by and | don't see any
problem but by the tine we see a problem
it's going to be way too | ate.

New York City is | believe 25 mles from
I ndi an Point, and there is no possible
evacuation plan for New York Gty that could
possi bly work gi ven the popul ation, the
amount of the popul ation, and | probably am
dating nyself. No one has nentioned
Three-Mle Island, to ne in rather recent

menory, Pennsylvania. It's not 3,000 mles
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away in Europe and Asia. Pennsylvania had a
very serious nuclear problem and it really
showed t hat nucl ear power is untenabl e.
It's not a clean source. It's not reliable,
and it is way overkill.

And thank you to Martha Caneron who has
install ed sol ar panels on her roof. And
what we have -- | think there is so nuch of
what we are used to, what we are used to, we
are just used to gas. You know, and we see
it and we use it and it's blue and it's
friendly, and they have such nice
advertising on TV and the children are all
runni ng out of the buses. You know, it's
all honey, and but the people in Gernany,
for exanple, are used to -- and | actually
saw this on a film-- they are used to
30-foot high or approximately | ook to ne
30-feet high solar panels that run for
40 m |l es along their highway and are
powering |I believe it was 50 percent of the
energy needs of -- it m ght have been
Frankfurt. [t was one of the major Gernan

cities. You know, Germany is way ahead of
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us.
And in terns of jobs, | amall for
Anerican jobs. | think there is nothing

nore inportant, and if you have, as Rachel
Maddow pointed out in her little

adverti senent, when you have w nd turbi nes,
that you can't outsource those jobs. It's
Anericans that are going to be running those
and are going to be fixing them So there
is so much that we have. WNMaybe we have to
use our imagination a little bit to see what
can be done rather than what is. And what
Is leading us down a road of destruction,
and Sandy was just the beginning of, you
know, seeing the bottom fourth of our island
of Manhattan and nost of Rockaway being
destroyed.

So | call upon the panel and upon the
governor to ban fracking in New York State
because we can |live w thout gas, but we
cannot |ive w thout clean water and cl ean
soil. Thank you very much.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

That conpl etes our |ist of speakers that
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have gi ven us their nane.

MR, DCOLL: Can | say one thing? They
had a special on Nova about five years ago
and off the coast of Denmark there is an
I sl and about 700 people living on it back in
the '80s they decided they were going to do
better, and they cut out the waste and put
in solar and wi nd power; and now 25 years
| ater they sold energy back to the mainl and.
They did it in Denmark, and did it
(i naudi bl e).

Wen | was a little kid they said, sone
day solar power is going to be viable. Now
it's 50 years later they are saying, sone
day, but we are not ready yet. W are not
ready yet. W are ready.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you.

MR, DOLL: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: l"'msorry. Your nane
agai n?

MR DOLL: Dave Dol l.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Nicole Mnichiello. |
saw you just wal k in, but you are our next

speaker. Do you need a mnute? Are you
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ready? W are ready for you.

M5. M NI CH ELLO M. Rhodes,
M. Norris. | appreciate you holding this
hearing. |, however, wish it were at an
hour that woul d be nbre accommobdating to
nost people in New York. | think it's
strange that a public hearing would be held
in the mddl e of the day.

And | also would like to say that | --
t he pushi ng of sone of environnental groups
has enabl ed these hearings to occur and has
pushed back the tinefrane for a nonth from
what | understand on the -- so that the
series can be place, and | do appreciate
t hat you have listened to the public and
taken that tine.

| think that, as this gentl eman was
saying, and this was -- | am sure nany
peopl e who have been here today have said,
there is a problem W in the world, we in
this state, we in the country, in the city,
we need action. And we need | eadership on
alternative ways of doing business. This is

not the way. 1It's not the way to go forward
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with gas. It's not the way to go forward
with oil, and it's not the way to do the

sane old thing in new ways, perhaps bi gger,
better and faster ways, but new ways |ike
fracking. It's not the way.

We need you as our representatives,
envi ronnental conservation and the
| eadership of New York State to take action
and really lead us to a different place. W
need solar. W need wi nd energy. And we
really do need conservation. W need to
shut off the lights in buildings when no one
Is there. W need to stop wasting as nuch
as we do. | buy a package of sonething, and
it conmes under 15 |l ayers of plastic. That
t akes energy to get that there. That takes
oil to produce the plastic. That takes tons
of other natural resources. And as a state
we shoul dn't accept that because we can do
much better.

It's ridiculous that you have to accept
as a consuner so nuch waste as part of your
daily life, and we just pretend when we put

It into our trash can that it goes off to
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nowhere; that it di sappears.

I n New York we know that's tal ked about,
t hough. We have had argunents through the
Bl oonberg years over waste and where to ship
New York's waste. And we have fought wth
different states about who is going to be
the lucky, lucky recipient of all of that we
produce, all the garbage we produce. W as
a state | am sure have nore area for
landfills, but landfills aren't a pretty
pl ace. They are not a pretty site, and what
| amsaying in terns of energy is all of the
t hi ngs that we waste, the garbage pickups,
and all that goes along with that al so
produces wast e.

So as the Departnent of Environnental
Conservation and the Energy Pl anni ng Board,
that is sonmething that should be part of al
of this: Solar panels, wnd energy and

really a focus on conservati on.

| amnot sure -- | am not sure whet her
there is -- how nuch sort of these hearings
are being given, but | hope they are being

given as nmuch wei ght as they deserve.
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Al t hough, just like | said fromthe
begi nni ng, based on the tine, it seens odd
t hat these guys would cone out at this tine
when many peopl e are working and not
avai |l able. | do again appreciate you being
here at all, and | do hope that we are abl e,
as the public, to show you that we are
excited about things |ike solar, |ike w nd
ener gy, which |I keep saying incorrectly,
wi nd energy and |li ke conservati on.

Fracking, | just want to back to that
for a mnute is sonmething we absol utely
don't want, don't need. Don't want these
dirty pipelines conming into New York Gty,
and it's scary that they are being built
under our noses w thout the oversight that
shoul d be there. There is not the oversight
that should be there. And there is so nmany
different groups that are responsi ble, but
everyone at the end of the day it's kind of
i ke how t he Obamacare rolled out, the
website rolled out. Everybody is
responsible for alittle piece so at the end

of the day no one is responsible for
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anyt hi ng.

M. Norris, as part the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation | would expect
t hat you and your team | ead us on this.

Pl ease |l ead us on this. W need protection
for the public and for our environnent.

| appreciate again you |listening today,
and | really hope you take this hone with
you and all the things that the fol ks here
have said. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you very nuch.

There are no further speakers, so but we
will adjourn. W wll take a break, and if
nore speakers cone in, we wll resune. But
| am going to go ahead and nmake sone of ny
adj ournnment comments in a mnute because
sone of you may | eave.

First of all, thanks fromall of us on
the board to our host, Brooklyn Coll ege.
Thanks fromall of us on the board to the
commentators. You have given us nuch to
think about, and it's inportant to the
process and inportant to the finalization of

the report.
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So thank you, and we w il take the
comments on the report with great
seriousness and expect to do that as we
continue towards the final.

Pl ease al so renenber, and this is for
you and for anybody who wll |isten to you,
that we welconme witten comments as wel |
submitted on our website up until
April 30th, www energypl an. NY. gov.

And with that point we will pause and
resune for our next neeting. Thank you all.

(Recess taken.)

CHAl RVAN RHODES: W are adjourning this
session of the public comment. So thank you
al I .

(Time noted: 6:01 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
Ss.
COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

I, DARBY G NSBERG, a Regi stered

Pr of essi onal Reporter and Notary Public wthin

and for the State of New York, do hereby certify:

That the above transcript is a true
record of the proceedi ngs held on February 19,
2014.

| further certify that I amnot rel ated
to any of the parties to this action by bl ood or
marriage, and that | amin no way interested in
the outcone of this matter.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny

hand this 27th day of February, 2014.

DARBY G NSBERG
Comm ssi on Nunber: 01d 6230654
Expires: 11-1-2014
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